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PREFACE 

BY THIS time the American people have proba- 
. bly become convinced that the G^mana delS>- 
erately planned the conquest of the world. 
Yet they hesitate to convict on circumstantial evi- 
dence and iox this reason all e^e witnesses to this, the 
greatest crime id modem history, should volunteer 
their testimony. 

I have therefore laid aside any scruples I had as to 
the [ffopriety of disclosing to my fellow countrymen 
the facts which I learned while representing them in 
Turkey. I acquired this knowledge as the servant of 
the American people, and it is their property as much 
as it is mine. 

I greatly regret that I have been obliged to omit an 
account of the spl^did activities of the American 
Missionary and Educational Institutions in Turk^, 
but to do justice to this subject would require a book 
by itself. I have had to omit the story of the Jews 
in Turkey fc^ the same reasons. 

My thanks are due to my friend, Mr. Burton J. 
Hendric^ for the invaluable assistance he has ren- 
dered in the preparation of the book. 

Henbt Mobgbnthau, 
October, 1918. 
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AMBASSADOR MORGENTHAU'S 
STORY 



A OBBUiHt &UPEBUUN AT CJONaTANTinOPLB 

WHEN I b^Bn writing these reminiscences of 
my ambassadorsliip, Germany's schemes in 
the Turidsh Empire and the Near East 
seemed to have achieved a temporary success. The 
Central Powers had apparently disintegrated Russia, 
transformed the Baltic and the Black seas Into German 
lakes, and had obtained a new route to the East by way 
fA the Caucasus. For the time being Grermany domi- 
nated Serbia, Bulgaria, Rumania, and Turkey, and re- 
garded her aspirations for a new Teutonic Empire, ez- 
tending from the North Sea to the Persian Gulf, as 
practically realized. The world now knows, though it 
did not clearly understand this fact in 1014, that Ger- 
many precipitated the war to destroy Serbia, seize con- 
trol of the Balkan nations, transform Turkey into a 
vassal state, and thus obtain a huge oriental empire that 
would form the basis for unlimited world dominion. 
Did these German aggressions in the East mean that 
this extensive programme had succeeded? 

As I picture to myself a map which would Aow 
Germany's military and diplomatic triumphs, my 
expoiencefl in Constantinople take on a new meaning. 
I now see the events of those twenty-sis months as 
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part of a connected, definite stoiy. The several in- 
dividuals that moved upon Uie scene now i^pear as 
players in a carefully staged, superbly managed drama. 
I see clearly enough now that Gennany had made all 
her plans for world dominion and that the countiy 
to which I had been sent as American Amba88ad<nr was 
one of the foundation stones of the Kaiser's whole politi- 
cal and mihtary structure. Had Germany not acquired 
control of Constantinople in the early days of the war, 
it is not unlikely that hostilities would have ended a few 
months after the Battle of the Mame. It was certiunly 
an amazing fate that landed me in this great head- 
quarters of intrigue at the very moment when the plans 
of the Kaiser for controlling Turkey, which he had care- 
fully pursued for a quarter of a century, were about to 
achieve their final success. 

For this work of subjugating Turkey, and transfonn- 
ing its army and its territory into instruments of Ger- 
many, the Emperor had sent to Constantinople an 
ambassador who was ideally fitted for the task. The 
mere fact that the Kaiser had personally chosen Baron 
Von Wangenheim for this post shows that he had accu- 
rately gauged the human qualities needed in this great 
diplomatic enterprise. 

The Kaiser had early detected In Wangenheim an in- 
strument ideally qualified for oriental intrigue; he had 
more than onoe summoned him to Corfu for his vacations, 
and here, we may be sure, the two congraiial spirits had 
passed many days discussing German ambitions in the 
Near East A t the time when I first met him, Wangen- 
heim was fifty-four years old; he had spent a quarter of 
a century in the diplomatic corps, he had seen service in 
such different places as Fetrograd> Copenhagen, Madrid. 
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AMBASSADOR MORGENTEAU'S STORY 8 

Auiens, and Mexico, and he had been charg€ at Con- 
stantinople, several years afterward coining there as am- 
bassador. He understood completely all countries, 
including the United States; his first wife had been an 
American, and Wangenheim, when Minister to Mexico, 
had intimately studied our country and Had then 
acquired an admiration for our energy and progress. 
He had a complete technical equipment for a diplomat; 
he spoke German, English, and French with equal 
facility, he knew the East thoroughly, and he had the 
widest acquaintance with public men. Physically he 
was one of the most imposing persons I have ever known. 
When I was a boy in Germany, the Fatherland was 
usually symbolized aa a beautiful and powerful woman — 
a kind of rf«CT.Hng Valkyrie; when I think of modem 
Germany, however, the massive, burly figure of Wangen- 
heim naturally presents itself to my mind. He was six 
feet two inches tall; his huge, solid frame, his Gibraltar- 
like shoulders, erect and impr^^able, his bold, defiant 
head, his piercing eyes, his whole physical structure con- 
stantly pulsating with life and activity — there stands, 
I would aay, not the Germai^ which I had known, but 
the Germany whose limitless ambitions had transformed 
the world into a place of horror. And Wangenheim's 
every act and every word typified this new and dreadful 
portent among the nations. P^n-Cxermany filled aD 
his waking hours and directed his every action. The 
deification of his emperor was the only reli^ous in- 
stinct which impelled him. 'Fha.t aristocratic and auto- 
cratic organization of German society which represents 
the Fnissiaa system was, in Wangenheim's eyes, some- 
thing to be venerated and worshipped; with this 
as the groundwoi^, Germany was inevitably destined, 
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he beliered, to rule the world. Hie great land-owning 
Junior represented the perfection of mankind. "I 
would despise myself," his closest associate <mce told 
me, and this represented Wangenheim's attitude SB 
well, "if I had been bom in & city." Wangenhom 
divided mankind into two classes, the goTeming and 
the goremed; and he ridiculed the idea that the upper 
could ever be recruited from the lower. Z recall with 
what unction and enthiisiasm he used to describe the 
Emperor's caste organization of German estates; how 
he had made them non-transferable, and hod even 
arranged it so that the possessors, or the prospective 
possessors, could not many without tlw imperial 
consent. "In this way," Wangenheim would say, 
" we keep our governing classes pure, unmixed of blood." 
Like all of his social order, Wangoiheim worshipped 
the Prussian military system; his q>Iendid beuing 
showed that he had himself served in the am^, and, 
in true Gierman fashion, he regarded practical^ ev»y 
situation in life from a military standpoint. I had one 
curious illustration of this when I asked Wangenheim 
fme day why the Kaiser did not visit the United States. 
*'Be would like to immensely," he replied, "but it 
would be too dangerous. War might break out 
when he was at sea, and the enemy would capture 
him." I suggested that that could hardly happen as 
the American Grovemment would escort its guest home 
with warships, and that no nation would care to run 
the risk ot involving the United States as Germany's 
ally; but Wangenh«m still thought that the mHitaiy 
danger would make any such visit inq>osdble. 

Upon him, more than almost any dqilomatic 
representative of Giennany, depended the success <rf 
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the Kauer's oonspitacy for world dominatkni. This 
GermaD diplomat came to Constantinople with a single 
purpose. For twenty years the German Government 
had been cultivating the Turkish Empire. All this 
time the Kaiser had been preparing for a world war, 
and in this war it was destined that Turkey should 
play an almost decisive part. Unless Giermany should 
obtun the Ottoman Empire as its ally, there was little 
chance that she could succeed in a general Europeau con- 
flict. Vntea France had made her alliance with Russia, 
the nan power of 170,000,000 people was placed on her 
nde, in the event of a war with Germany. For more 
than twenty years (sennany had striven diplomatically 
to detach Russiafrom this French alliance, but hadfailed. 
There was only one way in which Germany could make 
valueless t-hpt FVanco-Russian Alliance; this was by 
obtaining Turkey as an ally. With Turkey on her \ 
side, Germany could close the Dardanelles, the tmly 
practical line of communication betwe^i Russia and 
her western aUies; this simple act would deprive the 
Czar's army of war muniticais, destroy Russia economi- 
cally by stopping her grain exports, her greatest source 
td wealth, and thus detach Russia from her partners 
in the World War. Thus Wangenheim's mission was 
to make it absolutely certain that Turkey should join 
Germany in the great contest that was impending. 

Wangenheim believed that, should he succeed in 
accomplishing this task, he would reap the reward which 
for years had r^resented his final goal — the chancellor- 
ship of the Empire. His skill at establishing friendly 
perscmal relations with the Turks gave him a great 
advantage over his rivals. Wangenheim had precisely 
that combination of force, persuasiveness, geniality, and 
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brutality wliich was needed in dealing with the Turidsh 
character. I have emphasized his Prussian quahties; 
yet Wangenheim was a Prussian not by birth but by 
development; he was a native of Thtlringen, and, to- 
gether with all the push, ambition, and overbearing traits 
of the Prussian, he had some of the softer characteristics 
whicb we associate with South^n Germany. He had 
one conspicuous quality which is not Prussian at all 
— that is, tact; and, as a rule, he succeeded in keep- 
ing his less-agreeable tendraicies under the surface 
and showing only his more ingratiating side. He domi- 
nated not so much by brute strength as by a mixture 
of force and amiability; externally he was not a buUy; 
hb manner was more insinuating than coercive; he 
won by persuasiveaieas, not by the mailed fist, but we 
who knew him well understood that back of all his 
gentleness there lurked a terrific, remorsdess, and 
definite ambition. Yet the impression left was not (me 
of brutality, but of excessive animal spirits and good 
nature. Indeed, "Wtrngenheim had in combination the 
jovial enthusiasm of a college student, the rapacity of 
a Prussian official, and the happy-go-lucky qualities 
of a man of the world. I still recall the picture of this 
huge figure of a man, sitting at the piano, improvising 
on some beautiful classic theme — and then suddenly 
starting to pound out uproarious German drinking 
songs or popular melodies. I still see him jumping on 
his horse at the polo grounds, spurring the splendid 
animal to its speediest ^orts — ^the horse never making 
sufScient speed, however, to satisfy the ambitious sports- 
man. Indeed, in all his activities, grave or gay, Wimgen- 
h^m displayed this same restless spirit of the chase. 
TThether he was fiirting with the Greek ladies at Pera, or 
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spending hours over the card table at the Cercle 
d' Orient, or bending the Turkish officials to hia will in 
the interest of Germany, all life was to him a game, which 
was to be played more or less recklessly, and in which 
the dumces favoured the man who was bold and auda- 
dous and willing to pin success or failure on a single 
throw. And this greatest game of all — ^that upon which 
was staked, as Bemhardi has expressed it, "World 
empire or downfall" — Wangenheim did not play lan- 
guitUy, as though it had been merely a duty to which he 
had been assigned; to use the German phrase, he was 
"fire and flame" for it; he had the consciousness that 
he was a strong man selected to perform a mighty task. 
As I write of Wangenh^m, I still feel myself affected by 
the force of his personality, yet I know all the time that, 
like the gov^mnent which he served so loyally, he was 
fundamentally ruthless, shameless, and cruel. But he 
was content to acc^t all the consequences of his policy, 
however hideous these might be. He saw only a single 
goal, and, with the realism and logic that are so 
characteristically German, Wangenheim would brush 
adde all feelings <^ humanity and decency that might 
interfere with success. He accepted in full Bismarck's 
famous dictum that a German must be ready to sacri- 
fice for Kaiser and Fatherland not only his life but his 
honour as well. 

Just as Wangmheim personified Germany, so did his 
colleague, Fallavicini, personify Austria. Wangai- 
hdm's essential quality was a brutal egotism, while 
Fallavicini was a quiet, kind-hearted, delightfully 
nujmared gentleman. Wangenhdm was always look- 
ing to the future, Fallavicini to the past. Wang^iheim 
represented the mixture of commercialism and medie* 
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10 AMBASSADOR MOBGENTHATTS STORY 

val lust iae conquest which constitute Prussiaii uett- 
poli^; Fallavicini was a diplomat left f>ver from the 
days of Mettemich. "Germany wants this!" Wan- 
~ genheim would insist, when an important point had 
to be decided; "I shall consult my foreign office," the 
cautious Pallavidni would say, on a similar occasion. 
The Austrian, with little upturned gray moustaches, 
with a rather stiff, even slightly strutting, walk, looked 
like the old-fashioned Marquis that was once a stodc 
figure on the stage. I might compare Wangenhetm 
with the rq>reBentative of a great business firm whidi 
was lavish in its expenditures and unscrupulous in its 
methods, while his Austrian colleague r^resented a 
house that prided itself on its past achievements and 
was entirely content with its position. The same 
delight that Waogenheim took in Pan-German i^ans, 
Pallavicinl found in all the niceties and obscurities of 
diplomatic technique. The Austrian had represented 
his country in Turkey many years, and was the dean 
ot the corps, a dignity of which he was extremely 
proud. He found his delight in uphtJding all the 
honours, of his position; he was expert in arran^ng 
the ordra of precedence at ceremonial dinners, and 
there was not a single detail of etiquette that he did 
not have at his fingers' ends. When it came to affairs 
of state, however, he was merely a tool of Wang^ihdm. 
From the first, indeed, he seemed to accept his position 
as that of a diplomat who was more or less subject to 
the will of his more powerful ally. In this way P^la- 
vidni played to his German colleague precisely the 
same part that his «nper(« was playing to that of the 
Kaiser. In the eariy months of the war the bearing 
of these two men completely mirrored the req>ectiv« 
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successes and tailurea of thdr countries. As the Gex~ 
mans boasted of victory after victory WangenheEim's 
already huge and erect figure seemed to become larger 
and more upstanding, while Fallavidni, as the 
Austrians lost battle after battle to the Russians, 
seemed to beccone smaller and mwe shrinking. 

The situation in Turkey, in these critical months, 
seemed almost to have been purposely created to give 
the fullest opportunities to a man oi Wangenheim's 
genius. For ten years the Turkish Empire had been 
und^^ing a process of (UssoIuticHi, and had now reached 
a state <^ decrepitude that had left it an easy prey to 
German dij^macy. In order to understand the situa- 
tion, we must keep in mind that there was really no 
orderly, established government in Turkey at that 
Ume. For the Young Turks vnre not a government; 
they were reaDy an irresponsible party, a kind of secret 
society, which, by intrigue, intimidation, and assassina- 
tion, had obtained most of the i^cea of state. When 
I describe the Young Turks in these words, pv- 
hKpB I may be dispelling certain illusions. Before I 
came to Turkey I had oitertained very different ideas 
of this oTgmiization. As for back as 1908 I remember 
reading news of Turkey that a;q)ealed strongly to my 
donocratic sympathies. These reports informed me 
that a body of young revolutionists had sw^t from 
the mountains of Macedonia, had marched upon Ccai- 
stantinople, had deposed the bl4>dy Sultan, Abdul 
Hamid, and had established a ccmstitutional system. 
Ttukty, these Rowing newspap^ stories told us, had 
beoMne a demoo'acy, with a parliament, a responsible 
miaistry^ universal suffrage, equality of all dtiaeos 
bdore the law. freedom of speech and of the press, and 
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12 ABfBASSADOR MOBGENTHAITS STORY 

all the other esseatiaU of a free, liberty-4oviiig o 
wealth. That a party ci Turiu had for years been 
strug^hig for such reforms I well knew, and that their 
ambitioiu had become realities seemed to indicate 
that, after all, there was such a thing as human prio- 
ress. The long welter oi massacre and disorder in 
the Turldgh Empire had apparently ended; "the great 
assassin", Abdul Hamid, had been removed to st^t^y 
confinement at Saloniki, and his brother, the gentle 
Mohammed V, had ascended the throne with a pro- 
gressive democratic programme. Such had been the 
promise; but, by the time I reached Constantinople, 
in 1913, many changes had taken place. Austria had 
annexed two Turkish provinces, Bosnia and H«z^o- 
vina; Italy had wrenched away Tripoli; Turkey had 
fought a disastrous war with the Balkan states, and had 
lost all her territoriea in Europe except Constantinople 
and a small hinterland. The aims for the r^eneration 
of Turkey that had inspired the revolution had evi- 
dently miscarried, and I soon discovered that four years 
of so-called democratic rule had ended with the nation 
more degraded, more impoverished, and more dis- 
rnemb^^ than ever before. Indeed, long before I 
had arrived, this attempt to establish a Turkisb democ- 
racy had failed. The failure was probably the most 
complete and the most disheartening in the whole 
history of democratic institutions. I need hardly 
explain in detail the causes of this collapse. Let us 
not critidze too harshly the Young Turks, for there is 
no question that, at the beginning, they were sincere. 
In a speech in Liberty Square, Saloniki, in July, 1908, 
£nver Pasha, who was popularly regarded as the chival- 
rous young leader of this insurrection against a century- 
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old tyranny, had eloquently declared that, "To-day 
arbitrary government has disappeared. We are all 
brothers. There are no longer in Turkey Bulgarians, 
Greeks, Servians, Rumanians, Mussulmans, Jews. 
IJnd^ the same blue sky we are all proud to be Otto- 
mans." That statement repres^ited the Young TuA. 
ideal for the new Turkish state, but it was an ideal which 
it was evidently beyond their ability to translate into a 
reality. The races which had been maltreated tind mas- 
sacred for centuries by the Turks could not transform 
themselves overnight into brothers, and the hatreds, 
jealousies, and religious prejudices of the past still 
divided Turkey into a medley of warring clans. Above 
all, the destructive wars and the loss of great sections 
of the Turkish Empire had destroyed the prestige <A 
the new democracy. There were plenty of other 
reasMis for the failure, but it is hardly necessary to 
discuss them at this time. 

Thus the Young Turks had disappeared as a positive 
regenerating force, but they still edsted as a political 
matJiine. Their lead^s, Talaat, Eavet, and Djemal, 
had ksig since abandoned any expectation of reforming 
their state, but they had developed an insatiable lust 
for personal power. Instead of a nation of nearly 
20,000,000, developing happily along democratic lines, 
enjoying suffrage, biulding up their industry and 
agriculture, laying the foundations for universal educa- 
tion, sanitation, and general progress, I saw that Turkey 
ctmsisted of merely so many inarticulate, ignorant, and 
poverty-ridden slaves, with a small, wicked oligarchy 
at the top, which was prepared to use them in the way 
that would best promote its private interests. And 
these men were practically the same who, a few years 
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before, had made Turkey a constituticHDal state. A more 
bewildering fall from the highest ideaUsm to the crassest 
materialism could not be imagined. Talaat, Enver, 
and Djemal were the ostensible leaders, yet back of 
them was the Committee, ccmsisting of about forty men. 
This committee met secretly, manipulated electicms, 
and filled the offices with its own henchmen. It 
occupied abuOdingin Constantinople, and had aaupreme 
chid who gave all hia time to its affairs and issued 
orders to his subordinates. This functionary ruled the 
party and the country something like an Ammcan dty 
boas in our most unregeaerate days; and-lhe whole 
organization thus furnished a typical illustration of 
what we sometimes describe as "invisible government." 
This kind of irresponsible control has at times flourished 
in American cities, mainly because the citizens have 
devoted all their time to their private affiuis and thus 
neglected the public good. But in Turk^ the misses 
were altogether too ignorant to understand the meaning 
of democracy, and the bankruptcy and goieral vicissi- 
tudes <rf the country had left the nation with practically 
no government and an easy prey to a determined baAd 
of advoiturers. The Committee of Union and Prog- 
ress, with Talaat Bey as the most powerful leader, 
ccmstituted such a band. Besides the forty men in 
Omstantinc^le, sub-committees were oi^anized in all 
inqwrtant cities <^ the empire. The men whom the 
Ccmimittee placed in power "took orders" and made 
the ^>pointments submitted to them. No man oould 
hold an office, high or low, idio was not indorsed by this 
committee. 

I must admit, however, that I do oar corrupt Ameri- 
can gangs a great injustice in comparing them with 
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the Turkish Committee of Union and Progresa. Ta- 
Uat, Enver, and Djemal had added to their systdn a 
detail that has not figured extensively in American 
politics — tha.t oi assassination and judicial murder. 
They had wrested power from the other factions by a 
deed of videnoe. This coup d'etat had taken place on 
January 06, 1913, not quite a year before my arrival. 
At that time a political group, headed by the venerable 
iTinmii Pasha, as Grand Vizier, and Nazim Pasha, as 
Minister of War, controlled the Government; they repre- 
sented a faction known as the "Liberal Party," which 
was chiefly distinguished for its enmity to the Young 
Turks. These men had fought the disastrous Balkan 
War, and, in January, they had felt themselves com- 
p^ed to accept the advice of the European powers and 
surrender Adiiant^Ie to Bulgaria. The Young INjrks 
had been outside the breastworks for about six months 
lookiiig for an opportunity to return to power. The 
prc^Msed surrender of Adrianople apparently furnished 
them this <^portunity. Adrianople was an important 
Tuildsh city, and naturally the Turkish pet^le regarded 
the contemplated surrender as marking still another 
milestone toward thdrnational doom. TalaatandEaver 
hastily cc^ected about two hundred followers and 
maiched to the Sublime Porte, where the ministry was 
then sitting. Nazim, hearing the uproar, stepped out 
into the hdl. He courageously faced the crowd, a ciga- 
lette in his month and his hands thrust into his pockets. 

"daatt boys," he said, good humouredly, "what's 
all this noise about? Don't you know that it is 
interfering with our deliboationsP" 

The words had hardly left his mouth when he fdl 
dead. A bullet had pierced a vital spot. 
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The mob, led by Talaat and Enver, then forced their 
way into the council chamber. They forced Kiamil, 
the Gnuid Vizier, to resign his post by threatening him 
with the fate that had overtaken Nazim. 

As assassination had been the means by which these 
chieftains had obtained the supreme power, so assassina- 
tion continued to be the instrument upon which they 
depended for maintaining their control. Djemal, in 
addition to his other duties, became Military Govemor 
of Constantini^le, and in this capacity he had oxitrol 
of the police; in this office he developed all the talents of 
a Fouch6, and did his work so successfully that any 
man who wished to conspire against the Yoimg Turks 
usually retired for that purpose to Paris or Athens. 
The few months that preceded my arrival had becai a 
rdgn of terror. The Young Turks had destroyed 
Abdul Hamid's regime only to adopt that Sultan's 
favourite methods of quieting opposition. Instead 
of having one Abdul Hamid, Turkey now discovered 
that she had several. Men were arrested and deported 
by the score, and hangings of political offenders — 
opponents, that is, of the ruling gang — were common 
occurrences. 

The weakness of the Sultan particularly facilitated 
the ascendancy of this committee. We must rememb^ 
that Mohammed V was not only Sultan but Caliph — 
not only the temporal ruler, but also head of the 
Mohammedan Church. As religious leader he was 
an object of veneration to millions of devout Moslems, a 
fact which would have given a strong man in his poa- 
tion great influence in freeing Turkey from its op- 
pressors. I presume that even those who had the 
most kindly feelings toward the Sultan would not 
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have described him as an enei^tic, masterful man. 
It is a miracle thai the drcumstances which fate had 
forced upon Mohammed had not long since completely 
destroyed him. He was a brother of Abdul Hamid — 
Gladstcme's "great assassin" — a man who ruled by 
espionage and bloodshed, and who had no more con- 
sideration for his own relatives than for the massacred 
Armenians. One of Abdul Hamid's first acts, when 
he ascended the throne, was to shut up his h^ apparent 
in a palace, surrounding him with spies, restricting him 
for society to his harem and a tew palace functionaries, 
and constantly holding over hb head the fear of aasassi- 
naticm. Naturally Mohammed's education had been 
limited; he spoke only Turkish, and his only means of 
learning about the outside world was an occasional 
Turkish newspaper. So long as he remained quiescent, 
the heir apparent was comfortable and fairly secure, 
but he knew that the first sign lA revolt, or even a too 
curious interest in what was going on, would be the 
signal for his death. Hard as this ordeal was, it had 
not destroyed what was fundamentally a benevolent, 
gentle nature. The Sultan had no characteristics that 
su^ested the "terrible Turk." He was simply a quiet, 
easy-going, gentlemanly old man. Everybody liked 
him and I do not think that he harboured ill-feeling 
against a human soul. He could not rule hb empire, 
for he bad had uo preparation for such a difficult task; 
he took a certain satisfaction in his title and in the 
consciousness that he was a lineal descendant of the 
great Osman; clearly, however, he could not oppose 
the schemes of the men who were then struggling for the 
control of Turkey. In the replacement of Abdul Hamid, 
as his master, by Talaat, Enver, and Djemal, the Sultan 
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had not greatly improved his personal positicni. Hio 
Committee of Union and Progress ruled him predsely 
as they ruled all the rest of Turkey — by intimidation. 
Indeed they bad already given him a sample of their 
power, for the Sultan had attempted on one occasion to 
assert his independence, and the conclusion of this 
episode left no doubt as to who was master. A group of 
thirteen "conspirators" and other criminab, some real 
ones, others merely political offenders, had been sen- 
tenced to be hanged. Among them was im imperial 
sim-in-law. Before the execution could take place the 
Sultan had to sign the death warrants. He be^ed that 
he be permitted to pardon the imperial aon-in-law, 
though he raised no objection to visaing the hangings 
of the oth^ twelve. The nominal ruler of 20,000,000 
people figuratively went down upon his knees before 
Talaat, but all his pleadings did not affect this deter- 
mined man. Here, Talaat reasoned, was a chance to 
decide, once for all, who was master, the Sultan or 
themselves. A tew days afterward the melancholy 
figure of the imperial son-in-law, dangling at the end 
d a rope in full view of the Turkish populace, visibly 
reminded the empire that Talaat and the Committee 
were the masters of Turkey. After this tragical test 
of strength, the Sultan never attempted again to 
interfere in affairs of state. He knew what had hap- 
pened to Abdul Hamid, and he feared an even more 
terrible fate for himself. 

By the time I reached Constantinople the Young 
Turks thus completely controlled the Sultan. He was 
popularly referred to as an "irade-machine," a phrase 
which means about the same thing as when we refer 
to a man as a "rubber stamp." His state duties con- 
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sisted merely in performing certain ceremonies, such 
Bs receiving ambassadors, and in affixing his signature 
to such papers as Talaat and his associates placed be- 
fore him. This was a profound change in the Turkish 
system, since in that country for centuries the Sultui 
had been an unquestioned despot, whose will had been 
the only law, and who had centred in his own person all 
the power of sovereignty. Not only the Sultan, but 
the Parliament, had become the subservient creature 
of the Committee, which diose practically all the mem- 
bers, who voted only as the predominant bosses dic- 
tated. The Committee had already filled several 
of the most powerful cabinet offices with its followers, 
uid was reaching out for the several important places 
that, for several reasons, still remained in other hands. 
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CHAPTER n 

THE "boss STSTEU" IN THE OTTOUAN EUPIBB AND HOW 
IT PROVED USEFUL TO GERMANT 

TXAAT, the leading man in this band of 
usurpers, really had remarkable personal qual- 
ities. Naturally Talaat's life and character 
proved interesting to me, for I had for :years been 
familiar with the Boss system in my own country, and 
in Talaat I saw many resemblances to the crude yet 
able citizens, who have so frequently in the past gained 
power in local ajid state politics. Talaat's origin was 
so obscure that there were plenty of stories in drcutation 
concerning it. One account said that he was a Bulgarian 
gipsy, while another described him as a Pomak — a 
Pomak being a man of Bulgarian blood whose ancestors, 
centuries ago, had embraced the Mohammedan faith. 
According to |his latter explanation, which I think was 
the true oae, this real nder of the Tiu'kish Empire was 
not a Turk at all. I can personally testify that he 
cared nothing for Mohammedanism for, like most of 
the leaders of his party, he scoffed at all religions. "I 
hate all priests, rabbis, and hodjas." he once told me — 
hodja being the nearest equivalent the Mohammedans 
have for a minister of religion. In American city politics 
' many men from the humblest walks of life have not un- 
commonly developed great abilities as politicians, and 
similarly Talaat had started life as a letter carrier. From 
this occupation he had risen to be a tel^p-apb operator 



lized by Google 



AMBASSADOR MOBGENTBAITS STORY SI 

at Adrianople; and d these humble b^inninga he was 
extremely proud. I visited him once or twice at his 
house; although Talaat was then the most powerful man 
in the Turkish Empire, his home was still the modest 
home of a man of the people. It was cheaply fur- 
nished; the whole establishmrait reminded me of a 
moderately priced apartment in New York. His 
most cherished possession was the telegraph instrument 
with which he had once earned his living. Talaat one 
night told me that he had that day received his salary as 
Minister of the Interior; after paying his debts, he said, 
he had just one himdred doUiu*8 l^t in the world. He 
liked to spend part of bis spare time with the rough-shod 
crew that made up the Committee of Union and Prog- 
ress; in the interims when he was out of the cabinet he 
used to occupy the desk daily at party headquarters, 
personaUy managing the party machine. Despite these 
humble beginnings, Talaat had developed some of the 
qualities of a man of the world. Though his early 
training had not included instruction in the use of a knife 
and fork — such implements ar6 wholly unknown among 
the poorer classes in Turkey — ^Talaat could attend 
diplomatic dinners and represent his country with a 
considerable amount of dignity and personal ease. I 
have always r^arded it as indicating his innate clever- 
ness that, though he had had little schooling, he had 
picked up enough French to converse tolerably in that 
language. Physically, he was a striking figure. His 
powerful frame, his huge sweeping back, and his rocky 
bic^s emphasized that natural mental strength and 
forc^ulness which had made possible his career. In dis- 
CTUsing matters Talaat liked to sit at his desk, with his 
shoulders drawn up, his head thrown back, and his wrists* ' 
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twice the size of an ordinary man's, planted finnly on the 
table. It always seemed to me that it would take a 
crowbar to pry these wrists from the board, once Ta- 
laat'a strength and defiant spirit had laid them there. 
Whenever I think of Talaat now I do not primarily 
recall his roUicking laugh, his uproarious enjoyment 
of a good story, the mighty stride with which he crossed 
the room, his fierceness, his determination, his remorse- 
lessness — the whole life and nature of the man take 
form in those gigantic wrists. 

Talaat, like most stomg men, had his forbidding, 
even his ferocious, moods. One day I found him sitting 
at the usual place, his massive shoulders drawn up, his 
eyes glowering, his wrists planted on the desk. I 
always anticipated trouble whenever I found him in 
this attitude. As I made request after request, Talaat, 
between his puffs at his cigarette, would answer "No!" 
"No!" "No!" 

I slipped around to his side of the desk. 

"I think those wrists are making all the trouble. 
Your Excellency," I said. "Won't you please take 
them off the table?" 

. Talaat's ogre-like face began to crinkle, he threw 
up his arms, leaned back, and gave a roar of terrific 
laughter. He enjoyed this method of treating him so 
much that he granted every request that X made. 

At another time I came into his room when two 
Arab princes were present. Talaat was solemn and 
dignified, and refused every demand I made. "No, I 
shall not do that"; or, "No, I haven't the slightest idea 
of doing that," he would answer. I saw that he was 
trying to impress his princely guests; to show them that 
he had become so great a man that he did not hesitate 
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to ''turn down" an ambassador. So I came up nearer 
and spoke quietly. 

" I see you are trying to make an impression on these 
IMrinces," I said. "Now if it's necessary for you to 
pose, do it with the Austrian Ambassador — he's out 
there waiting to come in. My affairs are too inqK>rtant 
to be trifled with." 

Talaat laughed. " Come back in an hour," he said. 
I returned; the Arab princes had left, and we had no 
difficulty in arranging matters to my satisfaction. 

"Someone has got to govern Turkey; why not we?" 
Talaat once said to me. The situation had just about 
come to that "I have been greatly diss^pointed," 
he would tell me, "at the failure of the Turks to appre- 
ciate democratic institutions. I hoped for it once, and 
I worked hard for it — ^but they were not prepared 
for it." He saw a government which the Grst enter- 
prising man who came along might seize, and he deter- 
mined to be that man. Of all the Turkish pohticians 
whom I met I regarded Talaat as the only one who really 
had extraordinary nativeability. He hadgreat force and 
dominance, the ability to think quickly and accurately, 
and an almost superhuman insight into men's motives. 
His great geniality and bis lively sense of humour 
also made him a splendid manager of men. He showed 
his shrewdness in the measures which he took, 
after the murder of Nazim, to gain the upper hand 
in this distracted empire. He did not seize the govern- 
ment all at once; he went at it gradually, feeling 
his way. He realized the weaknesses of his position; 
he had several forces to deal with — the envy oi his 
associates on the revolutionary committee which had 
backed him, the army, the foreign govemmaits, 
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and the several factions that made up what then 
passed for public opinion in Turkey. Any ot these 
elements might destroy him, politically and physically. 
He understood the dangerous path that he was treading, 
and he always anticipated a violrat death. "I do not 
expect to die in my bed," he told me. By becoming 
Minuter of the Interior, Talaat gained control of the 
police and the administration of the provinces, or vila- 
yets; this gave him a great amount of patronage, which 
he used to strengthen the power of the Committed. 
He attempted to gain the support of all influential 
factions by gradually placing their r^resentatives in 
the other cabinet posts. Though he afterward be- 
came the man 'who was chiefly responsible for the massa- 
cre ci hundreds of thousands of Armenians, at this 
time Talaat maintained the pretense that the Committee 
stood for the imionization of all the races in the em- 
pire, and for this reason his first cabinet contained 
an Arab-Christian, a Deimme (a Jew by race, but 
a Mohammedan by religion), a Circassian, an Ar- 
menian, and an Egyptian. 

He made the latter Grand Yizier, the highest post 
in the Government, a position whidi roughly corres- 
ponds to that of Chancellor in the German Empire. 
The man whom he selected for this oflSce, which 
in ordinary times was the most dignified and important 
in the empire, belonged to quite a different order of 
society from Talaat. Not imcommonly bosses in 
America select high-class figureheads for mayors or 
even governors, men who will give respectability to 
their faction, yet whom, at the same time, they think 
they can control. It was some sudi motive as this 
whidi led Talaat and his associates to elevate Said 
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Halim to the Grand Vizierate. Said Halim vraa an 
Egyptian prince, the cousin of the E^hedive of Egypt, 
a man of great wealth and great culture. He spoke 
Tlnglial^ and French as fluently as his own tongue 
and was an ornament to any society in the world. 
But he was a man of unlimited vanity and ambition. 
His great desire was to become Khedive of Egypt, 
and this had led him to trust his political fortunes 
to the gang that was then ascendant in Turkey. He 
was the heaviest "campaign contributor," and, in- 
deed, he had largely financed the Young Turks from 
their earUest days. In exchange they had given him 
the highest o£Sce in the empire, with the tacit 
understanding that he should not attempt to exercise 
the real pow^s of his office, but content himself with 
enjoying its dignities. 

Germany's war preparations had for years mcluded 
the study of internal conditions in other countries; 
an indispensable part of the imperial programme 
had been to take advantage of such disorganizations 
as existed to push her schemes of penetration and 
conquest. What her emissaries have attempted in 
France, Italy, and even the United States is apparent, 
and their success in Russia has greatly changed the 
course of the war. Clearly such a situation as that 
which prevailed in Turkey in 1913 and 1914 provided 
an ideal opportunity for manipulations of this kind. 
And Germany had one great advantage in Turkey which 
was not so conspicuously an element in other countries. 
Talaat and his associates needed Germany aJmost as 
badly as Germany needed Talaat. They were alto- 
gether new to the business of managing an empire. 
Tbeir finances were depleted, their army and navy 
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almost in tatters, enemies were constaiitly attonpt- 
ing to midermine them at home, and the great pow^v 
regarded them as seedy adventurers whose career was 
destined to be brief. Without strong support from an 
outude source, it was a question how long the new re- 
gime could survive. Talaat and his Committee needed 
some foreign power to organize the anny and navy, 
to finance the nation, to help them reconstruct their 
industrial system, and to protect them against the 
encroadmients of the encircling nations. Ignorant 
as they were ol foreign statecraft, they needed a skilful 
adviser to pilot them through all the ftmnnpla of inter- 
national intrigue. Where was such a protector to be 
obtained? Evidently only oae of the great European 
powers could perform this office. Which one should 
it be? Ten years before Turkey would naturally have 
appealed to England. But now the Turks regarded 
England as merely the nation that had despoiled them 
of Egypt and that had failed to protect Turkey from 
dismemberment after the Balkan wars. Together with 
Russia, Great Britain now controlled Persia and thus 
constituted a constant threat — at least so the Turks 
believed — against their Asiatic dominions. England 
was gradually withdrawing her investmraits from 
Turkey, English statesmen believed that the task of 
driving the Turic from Europe was about complete* 
and the whole Near-Eastern policy of Great Britain 
hinged on maintaining the organization of the Balkans 
as it had been determined by the Treaty (^ Bucharest 
— a treaty which Turkey refused to r^pird as binding 
and whidi she was determined to upset. Above all, 
the Turks feared Russia in 1914, just as they had feared 
her ever since the days of Peter the Great. Russia 
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waa the historic enemy, the nation which had given 
freedom to Bulgaria and Rumania, which had be«i 
most active in dismembering the Ottoman Empire, 
and which r^airded herself as the power that was ulti- 
mately to possess Constantinople. This fear oi Russia, 
I cannot too much insist, was the one factor which, 
above everything else, was forcing Turkey into the 
arms of Germany. For more than half a century 
Turkey had regarded England as her surest safeguard 
against Russian aggression, and now England had be- 
come Russia's virtual ally. Th^e was even then a 
general belief, which the Turkish chi^tains shared, 
that England was entirely willing that Russia should 
inherit Constantinople and the Dardanelles. 

Though Russia, in 1814, was making no such preten- 
sions, at least openly, the fact that she was crowding 
Turkey in other directions made it impossible that 
Talaat and Env«- should look for support in that 
direction. Italy had just seized the last Turkish 
province in Africa, Tripoli, at that moment, was holding 
lUiodes and other Turkish islands, and was known to 
cherish aggressive plans in Asia Minor. France was 
the ally of Russia and Great Britain, and was also 
constantly extending her influence in Syria, in which 
province, indeed, she had made great plans for "pene- 
tration " with railroads, colonies, and concessions. The 
personal equation played an important part in the ca- 
suing drama. The ambassadors of the Triple Entente 
hardly concealed their contempt for the dominant 
Turkish politicians and their methods. Sir Louis 
Mallet, the British Ambassador, was a high-ndnded and 
cultivated English gentleman; Bompard, the F^«nch 
Ambassador, was a similarly charming, honourable . 
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Frenchman, and both were personally diaqualified 
from participating in the murderous intrigues whidi 
then comprised Turkish politics. Giers, the Russian 
Ambassador, was a proud and scornful diplomat of the 
old aristocratic regime. He was exceedingly astute, but 
he treated the Young Turks contemptuously, mani- 
fested almost a proprietary interest in the country, 
and seemed to me already to be wielding the knout over 
this despised government. It was quite a[^>arent 
that the three ambassadors of the Entente did not 
regard the Talaat and Enver regime as pcrmanoit, or 
as particularly worth their while to cultivate. That 
several factions had risen and fallen in the last six years 
they knew, and they likewise believed that this latest 
usurpation would vanish in a few months. 

But there was one active man in Turkey then who 
had no nice scruples about using such agencies as were 
most available for accomplishing his purpose. Wan- 
genheim clearly saw, what his colleagues had only 
faintly perceived, that these men were steadUy fasten- 
ing their hold on Tui;key, and that they were looking 
for some strong power \ha.t would recognize their posi- 
tion and abet them in maintaining it. In order that 
we may clearly understand the situation, let us trans- 
port ourselves, for a moment, to a country tiiat is 
nearer to us than Turkey. In 1913 Victoriano Huerta 
and bia fellow conspirators gained control of Mexico by 
means not unlike those that had given Talaat and his 
Committee the supreme power in Turkey. Just as 
Huerta murdered Madero, so the Yoimg Turks had 
murdered Nazim, and in both countries assassination 
had become a regular political weapon. Huerta con- 
trolled the Mexk»n Congress and the offices just aa 
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Talaat controlled the Turkish Parliament and the chi^ 
posts of that state. Mexico under Huerta was a poverty- 
stricken country, with depleted finances, exhausted in- 
dustries and agriculture, just as was Turkey under 
Talaat How did Huerta seek to secure his own posi- 
tion and rehabilitate his distracted countiy F There was 
only one way, of course — that was by enlisting the 
support of some strong foreign power. He sought 
repeatedly to gain recognition from the United States 
for this reason and, when we refused to deal with a 
murderer, Huerta looked to Germany. I*t us suppose 
that the Kaiser had responded; he could have reorgan- 
ized Mexican finances, rebuilt her railroads, reestablished 
her industries, modernized her army, and in this way 
obtained a grip on the country that would have 
amounted to virtual possession. 

Only one thing prevented Germany from doing this 
— the Monroe Doctrine. But there was no Monroe 
Doctrine in Turkey, and what I have described as a 
possibility in Mexico is in all essentials an accurate pic- 
ture oi what happened in the Ottoman Empire. As I look 
back upon the situation, the whole thing seems so clear, 
so simple, so inevitable. Germany, up to that time, was 
practically the only great power in Europe that had 
not appropriated large slices of Turkbh territory, a 
fact whidi gave her an initial advantage. Germany's 
r^resentative at Constantinople was far better qualified 
than that of any other country, not only by absence of 
scruples, but also by knowledge and skill, to handle this 
situation. Wangenheim was not the only capable 
German then on the ground. A particularly influential 
ou1|>oat of Fan-Germany was Paul Weitz, who had 
rqn-esented the FravJi^urter Zeiiung in Turkey for 
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thirty years. Weitz had the most intimate acquaint- 
ance with Turks and Turkish affairs; there was not a 
hidden recess to which he could not gain admittance. 
He was constantly at Wangenheim's elbow, prompting, 
advising, informing. The German naval attach^, 
' Humann, the son of a famous German archsN^ogist, had 
been bom in Smyrna, and had passed practically his 
whole life in Turkey; he not only spoke Turkish, but 
. he could also think like a Turk, and the whole psychol- 
: i^y <tf the people was part of his mental equipment. 
Moreover, Enver, cme of the two main Turidsh chief- 
tains, was on friendly terms with Humann. When I 
think of this ^iperienced trio, Wangenhdm, Weitz, 
and Humann, and of the charming and hon(Hirable 
gentlemen who were opposed to them. Mallet, Bom- 
pard, and Giers, the events that now rapidly followed 
seem as inevitable as the orderly processes of nature. 
By the spring of 1014 Talaat and Enver, r^resenting 
the Committee of Union and Progress, practically 
dominated the Turkish Empire. Wangenheim, al- 
ways having in mind the ^preaching war, had one 
inevitable purpose: that waa to control Talaat and 
Enver. 

Early in January, 1914, Enver became Minister d 
War. At that time Enver was thirty-two years old; 
like all the leading Turkish politicians of the period be 
came of humble stock and his popular title, "Hero of 
the Revolution," shows why Talaat and the Committee 
had selected him as Minister of War. Enver enjoyed 
something of a military reputation, though, so far as I 
could discover, he had never achieved a great military 
success. The revolution of which he had been one of the 
leaders in 1008 had cost very few human lives; he com- 
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manded an army in Tripoli against the Italians in 1912 
— but certainly there was nothing Napoleonic about 
that campaign. Enrer himself once told me how, 
in the Second Balkan War. he had ridden all night at 
the head of his troops to the capture of Adrianople, and 
how, when he arrived there, the Bulgarians had aban- 
doned it and his victory had thus been a bloodless one. 
But certainly Enver did have one trait that made for 
success in such a distracted country as Turkey — and 
that was audacity. He was quick in making decisions, 
always ready to stake his future and his very lite up<m 
the success of a single adventure; from the beginning, 
indeed, his career had been one lucky crisis after an- 
other. His nature had a remorselessness, a lack of 
pity, a cold-blooded determination, of which his dean- 
cut handsome face, his small but sturdy figure, and his 
pleasing manners gave no indication. Nor would the 
casual spectator have suspected the passionate personal 
ambition that drove him on. His friends commonly 
rrferred to him as "Napoleonlik" — the little Napoleon — 
and this nickname really rq)reseated Envor's abiding 
conviction. I remember sitting one nif^t with Enver, 
in his house; on one side hung a picture of N^ioleon; 
on the other one of Frederick the Great; and between 
them sat Enver himself! Hiis fact gives some notion 
of his vanity; these two warriors and statesmen were 
his great heroes and I believe that Enver thought fate 
had a career in store for him not unlike theirs. The fact 
that, at twenty-six, he had taken a leading part in the 
revohition which had deposed Abdul Hamid, naturally 
caused him to compare himself with Bonaparte; tev- 
eral tunes he has told me that he believed himaeU 
to be "a man of destiny." Enver even affected to b^ 
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lieve that Jie had beeu divinely set apart to reestablish 
the glory of Turkey and make himself the great dicta- 
tor. Yet, as I have suggested, there was something al- 
most dainty and feminine in Enver's appearance. He 
was the type that in America we sometimes call a mat- * 
in6e idol, and the word women frequently used to de- 
scribe him was "dashing." His face contained not a 
sin^e line or furrow; it never disclosed his emotions or 
his thoughts; he was always calm, steely, imperturbable. 
That Enver certainty lacked Napoleon's penetration 
is evident from the way he had planned to obtain 
the supreme power, for he early allied his personal for- 
tunes withs Germany. For years his sympathies had 
been with the Kaiser. Germany, the German army 
and navy, the German language, and the German auto- 
(^atic system exercised a fatal charm upon this youthful 
preacher of Turkish democracy. After Hamid feU, 
Enver went on a military mission to Berlin, and 
here the Kaiser immediately detected in him a possible 
instrument for working out his plans in the Orient, and 
cultivated him in numerous ways. Afterward Enver 
spent a considerable time in Berlin as military attach^, 
and this experience still further endeared him to Ger- 
many. The man who returned to Constantinople was 
almost more German than Turkish. He had learned 
to speak German flu^itly, he was even wearing a mous- 
tache slightly curled up at the ends; indeed, he had been 
completely captivated by Frussianism. As soon as 
Enver became Minister of War, Wangenheim flattered 
and cajoled the young man, played upon hb ambitions, 
and probably promised him Germany's complete sup- 
port in achieving them. In his private convo^aticm 
Enver made no secret of his admiration for Germany. 
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Thus Enver's elevation to the Ministiy^f War was 
Tirtually a German victory. He immediately insti- 
tuted a drastic reoi^anization. Eaver told me himself 
that he had acc^ted the post only on condition that he 
Aould have a free hand, and this free hand he now pro- 
ceeded to exercise. The army still contfuned a lai^ 
number of <^cer3, many of whom were partisans of the 
murdo^d Nazim and favouM the old regime rather 
than the Young Tuiks, Enver promptly cashiered 368 
of these, and put in their places Turks who were known 
as " U. and P." men, and many Germans. The Enver- 
Talaat group always feared a revolution that would de- 
pose them as they had thrown out their predecessors. 
Many times did they tell me that their own success as 
revolutionists had taught thetn how easily a few deter- 
mined men could seize control of the country; they did 
not propose, they said, to have a little group in their ' 
army organize such a coup (TStat against them. The 
boldness of Envy's move alarmed even Talaat, but 
Enver showed the determination of his character and re- 
fused to reconsider hia acti<m, though one of the officers 
removed was Chiikri Pasha, who had defended Adrian- 
ople in the Balkan war. Enver issued a circular to the 
Turkish commanders, practically telling them that they 
must look only to him for preferment and that they 
could make no headway by playing politics with any 
group except that dominated by the Young Turks. 

Thus Enver's first acts were the beginnings in the 
PrussificatioQ of the Turkish army, but Talaat was 
not an enthusiastic German like his associate. He had 
no intention of playing Germany's game; he was work- 
mg chiefly for the Committee and for himself. But he 
could not succeed unless he had control of the army; 
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therefore, he had made Enver, for years his intuuate 
assodate in "IT. and P." politica, Minister (^ War. Again 
he needed a strong army if he was to have any at 
all, and therefore he turned to the one source where he 
could find assistance, to Germany. Wangenheim and 
Talaat, in the latter part of 1813, had arranged that the 
Kaiser should send a military mission to reorganize the 
Tiu-kish forces. Talaat told me that, in callhig in this 
mission, he was using Germany, though Germany 
thought that it was using him. That there were definite 
dangers in the move he well understood. A d^uty 
who discussed this situation with Talaat in January, 
1914, has given me a memorandum <^ a conversation 
which shows well what was going on in Talaat's mind. 

"Why do you hand the management of the country 
over to the Germans P" asked this deputy, referring to 
the German military mission. "Don't you see that 
this is part of Gemuiny's plan to make Turkey a Ger- 
man colony — that we shall become merely anoth^ 
Egypt?" 

"We understand perfectly," replied Talaat, *'that 
that is Germany's jnvgramme. We also know that we 
cannot put this country on its feet with our own re- 
sources. We shall, therefore, t^e advantage of such 
technical and material assistance as the G^mans can 
j^ace at our disposal. We sheill use Germany to help 
us reconstruct and defend the country until we are able 
to govern ourselves with our own strength. When that 
day comes, we can say good-bye to the Crermans within 
twenty-four hours." 

Certainly the phyacal condition of the Turkish anny 
betrayed the need of assistance from some source. The 
picture it presented, before the Grermans arrived, I 
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have alw^a regarded as portraying the condition d the 
irliole empire. 'When I issued invitations for my first 
rec^titm, a large number of Turkish officials asked to be 
permitted to come in evening clothes; they said that 
they had no uniforms and no money with which to pur- 
chase or to hire them. Tliey had not received their 
salaries for three and a half months. As the Grand 
Vizier, who regulates the etiquette of such functions, 
still insisted on full imiftmn, many c^ these officials had 
to remain absent. About the same time the new German 
mission asked the commander of the second army corps 
to exercise his men, but the commander replied that he 
could not do so as his men had no shoes I 

Desperate and wicked as Talaat subsequently showed 
himself to be, I still think that he at least was not then, 
a willing tool of Germany. An episode that involved 
myself beat^ out this view. In describing the relations 
<rf the great powers to Turkey I have said nothing 
about the United States. In fact, we had no important 
business relations at that time. The Turks r^arded us 
as a cotmtry of idealists and altruists, and the fact that 
we spent millions building wonderful educational insti- 
tutions in their country purely from philanthropic mo- 
tives aroused their astonishment and possibly their ad- 
miration. Tliey liked Americans and regarded us as 
about the only disinterested friend whom they had 
among the nations. But our interests in Turkey were 
small; the Standard Oil Company did a growing busi- 
ness, the Singer Company sold sewing machines to the 
Armenians and Greeks; we bought a good deal td 
their tobacco, figs, and rugs, and gathered their licortca 
root. In addition to these activities, missionaries and 
eductitioiutl experts formed abmit our <aily contacts ^th 
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the Turkish Empire. The Turks knew that we had no 
'desire to dismember their country or to min^e in 
Balkan politics. Ihe very fact that my coimtry wa« 
so disinterested was perhaps the reason why Talaat 
discussed Turkish affairs so freely with me. In the 
course of these conversations X frequently expressed my 
desire to serve them, and Talaat and some of the other 
members of the Cabinet got into the habit of consulting 
me on business matters. Soon after my arrival, I 
made a speech at the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Constantinople; Talaat, Djemal, and other import- 
ant leaders were pres«it. I talked about the backward 
economic state of Turkey and admonished them not to 
be discouraged. I described the condition of the 
United States after the Civil War and made the point 
that our devastated Southern States presented a spec- 
tacle not unlike that of Turkey at that present moment. 
1 then related how we had gone to work, developed our 
resources, and built up the present thriving nation. yLy 
remarks apparently made a deep impression, especially 
my statement that after the Civil War the United States 
had become a large borrower in foreign money markets 
and had invited immigration from all parts of the world. 
This speech apparently gave Talaat a new idea. It 
was not impossible that the United States might fur- 
nish him the material support which he had been seddng 
in Europe. Already I had suggested that an American 
finanfifll expert shoidd be sent to study Turkish 
finance and in this connection I had mentioned Mr. 
Henry Bru^, of New York — a suggestion which the 
Turks had received favourably. At that time Turkey's 
greatest need was mtmey. France had financed Tur- 
key for many years, and French banl^B, in the spring 
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of 1914, were negotiating (or another large loan. Though 
Germany had made some loans, the condition of the 
Berlin money market at that time did not oicourage 
the Turks to expect much assistance from that source. 

In late December, 1913, Bust&ny Effendi — a Christian 
Arab, and Minister of Commerce and Agriculture, who 
spoke En^ish fluently (he had been Turkish commis- 
sioner to the Chicago World's Fair in 1893) — called and 
approached me on the question of an Ammcan loan. 
Bust&ny asked if there were not American financiers 
who would take entire charge of the reorganization of 
Turkish finance. His pica was really a cry of despair 
and it touched me deeply. As I wrote in my diaiy at 
the time, "Theyseem to bescraping the box for money," 
But I had been in Turkey only six weeks, and obviously 
I had no information on which I could recommend such 
a large contract to American bankers. I informed 
BustAny that my advice would not carry much wdght in 
the United States unless it were based on a complete 
knowledge of economic conditions in Turkey. Talaat 
came to me a few days later, suggesting that I make a 
prolonged tour over the empire and study the situation 
at first hand. He asked if I could not arrange meanwhile 
a small temporary loan to tide them over the interim. 
He said there was no money in the Turkish Treasury; 
if I could get them only 95,000,000, that would satisfy 
them. I told Talaat that I would try to raise this 
amount for them, and that I would adopt his suggestion 
and inspect his Empire with the possible idea of inter- 
esting American investors. After obtaining the can- 
seat of the Stat« Department, I wrote to my nephew and 
biuiness associate, Mr. Robert E. Simon, asking hmi to 
sound certain New York institutions and bankers on 
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raaldiig a mnall short-time collateral loan to TuHcey. 
Mr. Simon's investigations soon disclosed that a Turk- 
ish loan did not seem to be r^arded as an attractive 
business midertaking in New York. Mr. Simon wrote, 
however, that Mr. C. K. G. Billings had shown much in- 
terest in the idea, and that, if I desired, Mr. Billings 
would come out in his yacht and discuss the matter 
with the Turkish Cabinet and with me. In a few days 
Mr. Billings had started for Constantinople. 

The news of Mr. Billings's approach spread with 
great r^idity all over the Turkish coital; the fact 
that he was coming in his own private yacht seemed 
to magnify the importance and the glamour of the event. 
That a great American millionaire was prq>ared to 
reinforce the depleted Turkish Treasiury and that this 
support waa merely the preliminary step in the reor- 
ganieation of Turkish finances by American capitalists, 
produced a tremendous flutter in the foreign embassies. 
So rapidly did the information spread, indeed, that I 
rather suspected that the Turkish Cabinet had taken 
no particular pains to keep it secret. This suspidon 
was strengthened by a visit which I received from the 
Cbi^ Rabbi Nahoum, who informed me that he had 
come at the request of Talaat. 

"There is a rumour," said the Chief Rabbi, "that 
Americans are about to make a loan to Turkey. Talaat 
would be greatly pleased it you would not contradict it." 

Wangenheim displayed an almost hysterical interest: 
the idea of America coming to the financial assistance 
of Turkey did not fall in with his plans at all. for in his 
^yea IWk^i poverty was chiefly valuable as a meant 
tA iastsBg the empire into Germany's hands. One day 
I showed Wangenheim a bode ctmtaining etchings 
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td Mr. BiUings's homes, pictures, and horses; he showed 
a great interest, not only in the horses — Wangenheim 
was something of a horseman himself — ^but in this tan- 
gible evidence of great wealth. For the next few days 
several ambassadors and ministers filed into my office, 
each solemnly asking for a glimpse at this book! As 
the time approached for Mr. Billings's arrival, Talaat 
began making elaborate plans for his entertainment; he 
consulted me as to whom we should invite to the pro- 
posed dinners, lunches, and receptions. As usual Wan- 
genheim got in ahead of the rest. He could not come 
to the dinner which we had planned and asked me to 
have him for Itmch. and in this way he met Mr. Bill- 
ings several hours before the other diplomats. Mr. 
Billings frankly told him that he was interested in 
Turkey and that it was not unlikely that he would make 
the loan. 

In the evening we gave the Billings party a dinner, 
all the important members of the Turkish Cabinet 
being present Before this dinner, Talaat, Mr. Billings, 
and myself had a long talk about the loan. Talaat in- 
formed us that the French bankers had accepted their 
terms that very day, and that they would, therefore, 
need no American money at that time. He was ex- 
ceedingly gracious and grateful to Mr. Billings, and pro- 
fuse in expressing his thanks. Indeed, he might well 
have been, for Mr. Billings's arrival enabled Turkey at 
last to close n^^tiations with the Frmch bankers. 
His attempt to express his appreciation had one curious 
manifestation. Enver, the second man in the Cabinet, 
was celebrating his wedding when Mr. Billings arrived. 
The prcqp^ss which Enver was making in the Turkish 
world is evidenced from the fact that, although Enver, 
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as I have said, came cd the humblest stodc, his bride 
was a daughter of the Turkish Imperial House. Turk- 
ish weddings are prolonged affairs, lasting two or three 
, days. The day following the Embassy dinner. Talaat 
gave the Billings party a luncheon at the Cercle d'Ori- 
ent, and he insisted that Enver should leave his wedding 
ceronony long enough to attend this function. Enver, 
therefore, came to the luncheon, sat through all the 
speeches, and then returned to his bridal party. 

I am convinced that Talaat did not regard this BillmgB 
^isode as closed. As I look back upon this transac- 
tion, I see dearly that he was seeking to extricate his 
country, fmd that the possibility that the United States 
would assist him in periormlng the rescue was ever 
present in his mind. He frequently spoke to me of 
Mr. "Beelings," as he called him, and even after Tur- 
key had broken with France and England, and was 
depending on Gesvaaay for money, his mind still re- 
verted to Mr. Billings's visit; perhaps he was tln'Tiln'tig 
of our country as a financial haven of rest after he had 
carried out his plan of e^>elling the Germans. I am 
certain that the possibility §i American help led him, 
in the days of the war, to do many things for me that 
he would not otherwise have done. "Remember me to 
Mr. Beelings" were almost the lost words he said to 
me when I 1^ Constantinople. Hiis yachting visit, 
though it did not lock certain comedy elements at the 
time, I am sure ultimately saved many lives from star- 
vation and massacre. 
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**THE PERSONAL EEPHESENTATIVE OF THB KAISEB" — 

WANGENHEIH OPPOSES THB BALE OT 

AUERICAN WARSHIPS TO GBEECE 

BUT even in March, 1014. the Germans had 
I pretty well tightened their hold on Turkey. 
Limaji von Sanders, who had arrived In Decem- 
ber, had become the predominant influence in the 
Turkish army. At first Von Sanders' appointment 
aroused no particular hostility, for German missions 
had been called in before to instruct the Turkish anny, 
notably that of Von der Goltz, and an English naval 
mission, headed by Admiral Limpus, was even then 
in Turkey attempting the difficult task of reorganizing 
the Turkish navy. We soon discovered, however, that 
the Von Sanders, military mission was something quite 
different from those which I have named. Even before 
Von Sanders' arrival it had been announced that he 
was to take command of the first Turkish army corps, 
and that General Bronssart von Schnellendorf was to 
become Chief of Staff. The appointments signified 
nothing less than that the Kaiser had almost com- 
pleted his plans to annex the Turkish army to his own. 
To show the power which Von Sanders' appointment 
had given him* it ia only necessary to say that the first 
nnny corps practically controlled Constantinople. 
These changes clearly showed to what an extent 
Enver Pasha had become a cog in the I^iisdan system. 
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Naturally the repreaentatlvcs of the Entente Powen 
could not tolerate such a usurpation by Germany. 
The British, French, and Russian Ambassadtss im- 
mediately called upon the Grand Vizier and protested 
with more warmth than politeness over Von Sanders' 
etevation. The Turkish Cabinet hemmed and hawed 
in the usual way, protested that the change was not 
important, but finally it withdrew Vcm Sanders' 
appointment as head of the first army corps, and made 
him Inspector General. However, this did not greatly 
improve the situation, for this post really gave Von 
Sanders greater power than the one which he had hdd 
b^ore. Thus, by January, 1914, seven months before 
the Great War began, Germany held this position in 
the Turidsh army: a German general vtaa Chief of 
Staff; another was Inspector General; scores of German 
officers held commands of the first importance, and the 
Turkish politician who was even then an outspoken 
champion of Germany, Enver Pasha, was Minister of 
War. 

After securing this diplomatic triumph Wangenheim 
was granted a vacation — he had certainly earned it — 
and Gi&n, the Russian Ambassador, went off on a vaca- 
tion at the same time. Baroness Wangenheim ex- 
plained to me — I was ignorant at this time of aU these 
subtleties of diplomacy — precisely what these vacations 
signified. Wangenheim's leave of absence, she said, 
meant that the German Foreign Office regarded the 
Von Sanders episode as closed — and closed with a 
German victory. Giers's furlough, she explained, 
meant that Russia declined to accept this point of view 
and that, so far as Russia was concerned, the V<ui 
Sanden affair had not ended. I remember writing 
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to my family that, in this mysterious Near-Eastem 
diplomacy, the nations talked to each other with acta, 
not words, and I instanced Baroness Wangenhdm's 
explanation of these diplomatic vacations as a case in 
point. 

An incident which took place in my own house 
opened all our eyes to how seriously Von Sanders 
r^arded this military mission. On Febraaiy I8th, 
I gave my first diplomatic dinner; General Von Sanders 
and his two daughters attended, the General sitting 
next to my daughter Ruth. My daughter, however, 
did not have a very enjoyable time; this German field 
marshal, sitting there in his gorgeous uniform, his 
breast all sparkling with medals, hardly said a word 
throughout the whole meal. He ate his food silmtly 
and sulkily, all my daughter's att«upts to enter into 
conversation evoking only an occasional surly mono- 
syllable. The bdiaviour d this great military leader 
was that of a spoiled child. 

At the end of the dinner Von Mutius, the Goman 
chaif^ d'affaires, came up to me in a high state of excite- 
ment. It was some time before he could sufficiently 
oimtrol his agitation to deliver his message. 

"You have made a terrible mistake, Mr. Am- 
bassador," he said. 

"What is that?" I asked, naturally taken aback. 

"You have greatly offended Field Marshal Von 
Sandns. You have placed him at the dinner lower in 
rank than the foreign ministers. He is the personal 
representative of the Kaiser and as such is entitled 
to equal rank with the ambassadors. He should have 
been placed ahead of the cabinet ministeES and the 
foreign ministers." 
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So I had afironted the Emperor himself! This, tlien, 
was the explanation of Von Sanders' boorish bdiaviour. 
Fortunatdjr, my position was an impr^naUe <me. 
I had not arranged the seating precedence at this 
dinner; I had sent the list of, my guests to the Marquis 
Fallavicini, the Austrian Ambassador and dean <A the 
diplomatic corps, and the greatest authority in Con- 
stantinople on such delicate points as this. Tlie Mar- 
quis had returned the list, marking in red ink against 
each name the order of precedence — 1, S, 3, 4, 5, etc 
I still possess this document as it came from the 
Austrian Embassy, and General Von Sanders* name 
appears with the numerals "13" against it. I must 
admit, however, that "the 13th cluur" did bring him 
pretty well to the foot of the table. 

I explained the situaticm to Von Mutius and asked 
M. Panfili, conaeiUer of the Austrian Embassy, who' 
was a guest at the (tbner, to come up aad make every- 
thing clear to the outraged German dij^omat. As the 
Austrians and Germans were allies, it was quite ap- 
parent that the slight, if slight there had been, was unin- 
tentional. Fanfili said that he had been puzzled over 
the question of Von Sanders's position, and had sub- 
mitted the question to the Marquis. The outcome 
was that the Austrian Ambassador had himself fixed 
Von Sanders' rank at number 13. But the German 
Embassy did not let the matter rest there* for afterward 
Wangenheim called on Fallavicini, and discussed the 
matter with considerable hveliness. 

"If Liman von Sanders represents the Kaiser, whom 
do you represent?" Fallavicini af^ed Wangenhdm. 
The argument was a good one, as the ambassadtff is 
always regarded as the alter ^^ of his sovereign. 



lized by Google 



AMBASSADOK MORGENTHATTS STORY 45 

**It is not customary," continued the Marquis, "for 
an emperor to have two representatives at the same 
court." 

As the Marquis waa unyidding, Wangenheim car- 
ried the question to the Graad Vizia. But Satd 
Halim refused to assume responsibility for so momen- 
tous a decision and referred the dispute to the Coimcil 
of Ministers. This body solemnly sat upon the ques- 
tion and rendered this verdict: Von Sanders ^ould 
rank ahead of the ministers of foreign cotmtries. 
but below the members of the Turkish CabineL Then 
the foreign ministers lifted up their voices in protest. 
Von Sanders not only became exceedingly unpopular for 
raising this question, but the dictatorial and autocratic 
way in which he had done it aroused general disgust. 
The ministers declared that, if Von Sanders were ever 
given precedence at any function of this kind, they 
would leave the table in a body. The net result was 
that Von Sanders was never again invited to a diploma- 
tic dinner. Sir Louis Mallet, the British Ambassador, 
took a sardonic interest in the episode. It was lucky, 
he said, that it had not happened at his Embassy; 
if it had, the newspapers would have had columns about 
the strained relations between England and Germany! 

After all, this proceeding did have great international 
importance. Von Sanders's personal vanity had led 
him to betray a diplomatic secret; he was not merely 
a drill master who had been sent to instruct the Turkish 
army; he was precisely what he had claimed to be — 
the personal representative of the Kaiser. The Kiuser 
had selected him, just as he had selected Wangenheim, 
as an instrument for working his will in Turkey. 
Afterward Von Sanders told me, with all that pride 
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whidi Goman aristocrats mamfest when speaJdng 
of their imperial master, how the Kaiser had talked 
to hitn a couple of hours the day he had appointed him 
to this Constantinofde mission, and how, the day that 
he had started, Wilhelm had spent another hour giving; 
him final instructions. I reported this dinner incident 
to my government as indicating G«inany*s growing 
ascendancy in Turkey and I presume the other am- 
bassadors likewise reported it to thdr goTemments. 
The American military attach^, Major John R. M. 
Taylor, who was pres^it, attributed the utmost signifi- 
cance to it. A month after the occurrence be and 
C^>taJn McCauIey, commanding the Scorpion, the 
American statumnaire at Constantinople, had lunch at 
Cairo with Lord Kitchoier. The luncheon was a small 
one, only the Americans, Lord Kitchener, his sister, and 
an aide making up the party. Major Taylor related 
this incident, and Kitchener displayed much interest. 

"What do you think it signifies?" asked Kitchener. 

"I think it means," Major Taylor said, "that when 
the big war comes, Turkey will probably be the ally of 
Germany. If she is not in direct alliance* I tbtnk that 
she at least will mobilize on the line of the Caucasus 
and thus divert three Russian army corps from the 
European theatre of operations." 

Kitchener tbouj^t for a moment and then said, 
"I agree with you." 

And now for several months we bad before our eyes 
this spectade of the Turkish army actually under 
the oonfrol of Germany. German officers drilled the 
troops duly— all, I am now convinced, in prQ>aration 
tat the approaching war. Just what results had been 
aocompUshed appoured when, in July, there was a 
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great military review. The occasion was a q|>leiidid 
and a gala affair. The Sultan attended in state; he 
sat under a beautifully decorated tent where he held a 
little court ; and the Khedive of Egypt, the Crown Prince 
of Turkey, the princes of the imperial blood and the 
eotire Cabinet were also on hand. We now saw that, 
in the [Receding six months, the Turldsh army had been 
com[deteIy Prussianized. What in January had been 
an undisciplined, ragged rabble was now parading 
with the goose step; the men were clad in German field 
gray, and they even wore a casque-shaped head cover- 
ing, ^lincti slightly suggested the German pickdkaube. 
The German officers were immensely proud of the exhi- 
bition, and the transformation of the wretched Turkish 
sc^diers of January into these neatly dressed, smartly 
stq[>inng, splendidly manceuvring troops was really a 
creditable military achievement. When the Sultan 
invited me to his tent I naturally congratulated him 
upon the excellent showing of his men. He did not 
manifefit -much enthusiasm; he said that he regretted 
the possibility of war; he was at heart a pacifist. I 
noticed certain conspicuous absences from this great 
German fdte, for the French, British, Russian, and- 
. Italian ambassadors had kept away. Bompard said 
that he had received his ten tickets but that he did 
not regard that as an invitation. Wangenheim told 
me, with some satisfaction, that the other ambassadors 
were jealous and that they did not care to see the pn%- 
reas which the Turkish army had made under German 
instruction. I did not have the slightest question that 
these ambassadors refused to attend because they had 
no desire to grace this German holiday; nor did I 
blame them. 
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Meanwhile, I had other evidences that Germany was 
playing her part in Turkish politics. In June the rda^ 
ti<His between Greece and Turicey approached the break- 
ingpomt TheTreatyo{L<x)don(MayS0.191S)hadleft 
Greece in possession of the islands of Chios and Mity- 
lene. A reicreace to the map discloses the strat^ic 
importance of these islands. They stand there in \he 
Mgeaa Sea like guardians controlling the bay and the 
great port of Smyrna, and it is quite apparent that any 
strong nulitary nation which permanently held these 
vantage points would lUtimately control Smyrna and 
the whole JEgean coast tA Asia Minor. Hie racial 
situation made the continued retention <A these islands 
by Greece a constant military danger to Turkey. Their 
population was Gre^ and had been &eek since the 
days of Homer; the coast of Aaia Minor itself was also 
• Gredc; more than half the population of Smyrna, Tur- 
key's greatest Mediterranean seaport, was Greek; in 
its industries, its conmaerce, and its culture the city 
was so predominantly Greek that the Turks usually 
referred to it as giaour lamir — "Infidel Smyrna." 
Though this Greek popidation was nominally Ottoman in 
nationality it did not conceal its affection for the Greek 
fatherland, these ABiatic Greeks even making contribu- 
tions to promote Greek national aims. The iCgean 
islands and the mainland, in fact, constituted Graeda 
Irredenta; and that Greece was determined to redeem 
them, preclsdy as she had recoitly redeemed Crete, 
was no diplomatic secret. Should the Greeks ever land 
an army on thb Asia Minor coast, there was little ques- 
tion that the native Greek population would welcome 
it enthusiastically and coiiperate with it. 
Since Germany, however, had her own plans for 
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TALAAT PASHA, EX-GRAND VIZIER OP TORKEY 
In 1914, when the war broke out, Talnat wss Minister of tlie Interior and 
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TURKISH INFANTRY AND CAVALRY 
In January, 1914, the Turkish Army was a raised, undisciplined force. 
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Asia Minor, mevitably the Greeks in this region formed 
a barrier to Pan-German aspirations. As long as this 
r^on remained Greek, it formed a natural obstacle 
to Germany's road to the Persian Gulf, precisely as 
did Serbia. Any one who has read even cursorily the 
literature of Pan-Germania is famOiar with the pecu- 
liar method which German publicists have advo- 
cated for dealing with populations that stand in Ger- 
many's way. That is by dqwrtation. The violent 
shifting of whole peoples from one part of Europe to 
another, as though they were so many herds of cattle, 
has for years been part of the Kaiser's plans for German 
expansion. This is the treatment which, since the 
war b^an, she has applied to Bel^um, to Poland, to 
Serbia; its most hideous manifestation, as I shall 
show, has been to Armenia. Acting under Germany's 
prompting, Turkey now began to apply this principle 
oi deportation to her Greek subjects in Asia Minor. 
Three years afterward the German admiral, Usedom. 
who had been stationed in the Dardanelles during the 
bombardment, told me that it was the Germans " who 
ur;gently made the suggestion that the Greeks be moved 
from the seashore." The German motive. Admiral 
Usedom said, was purely milittiry. '\\Tbether Talaat 
and his associates realized that they were playing the 
German game I am not sure, but there is no doubt that 
the Germans were constantly instigating them in this 
ctmgenial task. 

The events that followed foreshadowed the policy 
adopted in the Armenian massacres. The Turkish 
officials pounced upon the Greeks, herded them in 
groups and marched them toward the ships. They gave 
them no time to settle their private affairs, and they 
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took no pains to keep familiea togetlier. The plan 
was to transport the Greeks to the wholly Greek islanda 
in the ^gean. Naturally the Greeks rebelled against 
such treatment, and occasional massacres were the 
result, e^)ecially in Phocaea, where more than fifty 
people were murdered. The Tuiks demanded that all 
foragn establishments in Smyrna dismiss their Greek 
employees and r^lace than with Moslems. Among 
other American concerns, the Singer Manufacturing 
Company received such instructions, and though £ 
interceded and obtained sixty days' delay, ultimately 
this American concern had to obey the mandate. An 
o£Bcial boycott was established against all Christians, 
not only in Asia Minor, but in Constantinople, but this 
boycott did not discriminate against the Jews, who have 
always been more popular with the Tuiks than have 
the Christians. Tlie officials particularly requested 
Jewish merchants to put signs over their doors indicat- 
ing their nationality and trade — such signs as "Abra- 
ham the Jew, tailor," "Isaac the Jew, shoemaker," 
and the like. I looked upon this boycott as illustrating 
the topsy-turvy national organization of Turkey, for 
here we had a nation engaging in a commercial boycott 
against its own subjects. 

This procedure against the Greeks not improperly 
aroused my indignation. I did not have the slightest 
suspicion at that time that the Germans had instigated 
these d^ottations, but I looked upon them merely as 
an outbiirst of Turkish ferocity and chauvinism. By 
this time I knew Talaat well; I saw him nearly every 
day, and he used to discuss practically every phase of 
international relations with me. I objected vigorously 
to his treatment of the Greeks; I told him that it would 
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make the worst possible impression abroad and that it 
affected American interests. Talaat e^lained his 
national policy: these different blocs in the Turkish 
Empire, he said, had always conspired against Turkey; 
because of the hostility of these native populations, 
Turkey had lost province after province— Greece, 
Serbia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Bosnia, Ha^^^vina, Egypt, 
and Tripoli. In this way the Turkish Empire had 
dwindled almost to the vanishing point. If what was 
left of Turkey was to survive, added Talaat, he must 
get rid of these ahen peoples. "Turkey for the Turks" 
was now Talaat's controlling idea. Therefore he 
proposed to Turkify Smyrna and the adjoining islands. 
Already 40,000 Greeks had left, and he asked me 
again to urge American business houses to employ only 
Turks. He said that the accounts of violence and mur- 
der had been greatly exaggerated and suggested that a 
commission be sent to investigate. "They want a 
commission to whitewash Turlroy," Sir Louis Mallet, the 
British Ambassador, told me. True enough, when this 
commission did bring in its report, it exculpated Turkey. 
The Greeks in Turkey had one great advantage over 
the Armenians, for there was such a thing as a Greek 
government, which naturally has a protecting interest 
in them. The Turks knew that these deportations 
would precipitate a war with Greece; in fact, they 
welcomed such a war and were preparing for it. So 
enthusiastic were the Turkish people that they had 
raised money by popular subscription and had pur- 
chased a Brazilian dreadnaug^t which was then under 
construction in England. The government had ordered 
also a second dreadnaught in England, and several 
submarines and destroyers in France. The purpose 
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of these naval preparations was no secret in Constanti- 
nople. As soon as they obtained these ships, or even 
the one dreadnaught which was nearing completion, 
Turkey intended to attack Greece and take back the 
islands. A single modem battleship like the SuUatt 
Osman — this was the name the Turks had given the 
Brazilian vessel — could easily overpower the whole 
Greek navy and control the Mgean Sea. As this power- 
ful vessel would be finished and commissioned in a few 
months, we all expected the Greco-Turkish war to 
break out in the fall. What could the Greek navy 
possibly do against this impending dang^? 

Such was the situation when, early in June, I received 
a most agitated visitor. This was Djemal Pasha, 
the Turkish Minister of Marine and one of the three 
men who then dominated the Turkish Empire. I have 
hardly ever seen a man who appeared more utterly 
worried than was Djemal on this occasion. As he 
be^an talking excitedly to my interpreter in French. 
his whiskers trembling with his emotions and his hands 
wildly gesticulating, he seemed to be almost beside 
himself. I knew otough French to understand what 
he was saying, and the news which he brought — this 
was the first I had heard of it — suflSdently expltuned 
his agitation. The American Government, he said, 
Was negotiating with Greece for the sale of two battle- 
ships, the Idaho and the Miasvtsvppi. He urged that 
I should immediately move to prevent any such sale. 
His attitude was that of a suppliant; he begged, he 
imi^ored that I should iutervaie. All along, he said, 
the Turks regarded the tJoited States as their best 
friend; I had frequently expressed my desire to help 
them; well, here was the chance to show our good feel- 
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ing. The fact that Greece and Turkey were practically 
on the verge of war, said Djemal, really made the sale 
of the ships an unneutral act. Still, if the traiuaction 
were purely a commerciat one, Turkey would like a 
chance to bid. "We will pay more than Greece," he 
added. He mled with a powerful plea that I should 
at once cable my government about the matter, and 
this I promised to do. 

Evidently the clever Greeks had turned the tables 
on their enemy. Turkey had rather too boldly adver- 
tised her intention of attacking Greece as soon as she 
had recaved her dreadnaughts. Both the ships for 
which Greece was now n^otiating were iounediatety 
available for battle ! The Idaho and Misauaippi were 
not indispensable ships for the American navy; they 
could not take their place in the first line of battle; 
they were powerful enough, however, to drive the 
whole Turkish navy from the ^gean. Evidently the 
Gredts did not intend politely to postpone the impend- 
ing war until the Turkish dreadnaughts had be«i finished, 
but to attack as soon as they received these American 
ships. Djemal's point, of course, had no legal valitUty. 
However great the threat of war might be, Turkey and 
Greece were still actually at peace. Clearly Greece had 
just as much right to purchase warships in the United 
States as Turkey had to purchase them in Brazil or 
England. 

But Djemal was not the only statesman who at- 
tempted to prevent the sale; the German Ambassador 
dispt^ed the keenest into'est. Sevo^ days after 
Djemal's visit, Wangenheim and I wete riding in the 
hills north of Constantinople; Wangenheim began to 
talk about the Greeks, to whom he displayed a violent 
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antipatliy, about flie chances of war, and the projected 
sale o( American warships. He made a long argument 
about the sale, his reasoning being precisely the sune as 
Pjemal's — a fact which aroused my suspicions that he 
had himself coached Djemal for his mterview with me. 

"Just look at the dangerous precedent you are es- 
tablishing," said Wangenheim. "It is not unlikety that 
the United States may sometime find itself in a posi- 
ticm like Turku's to-di^. Suppose that you were 
on the brink of war with Japan; then En^^and could 
sell a fleet of dreadnaughts to Japan. How would the 
United SUtes like that?" 

And then he made a statement which indicated what 
really lay bade of his protest. I have thought of it 
many times in the last three years. The scoie is 
indelibly impressed on my mind. There we sat on our 
horses; the silent ancient forest of Belgrade lay around 
us, while in the distance the Black Sea glistened in the 
afternoon sun. Wangenheim suddenly became quiet 
and extremdy earnest. He looked in my eyes and 
said: 

"I don't think that the United States realizes what 
a serious matter this is. The sale of these ships might 
be the cause that would bring on a European war." 

This conversation took place on June 13th; this was 
about six weeks before the conflagration broke out. 
Wangenheim knew perfectly well that Germany was 
rushing preparations for this great conflict, and he also 
knew that preparations were not yet entirely complete. 
Like all the Grerman ambassadors, Wangenheim had 
received instructions not to let any crisis arise that 
would precipitate war until all these preparations had 
heea finished. He had no obJK^ns to the ezpuluon 
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of the Greeks, for that in itself was part of these prepara* 
tioDs; he was much disturbed, however, over the 
prospect that the Greeks might succeed in arming 
themselves and disturbing existing conditions in the 
Balkans. At that moment the Balkans were a smoulder- 
ing volcano; Europe had gone through two Balkan wars 
without becoming g^ierally involved, and Wangenheim 
knew that another would set the whole continent ablaze. 
He knew that war was coming, but he did not want it 
just then. He was simply attempting to influence me at 
that moment to gain a httie more time for Germany. 

He went so far as to ask me to cable personally to 
the President, explain the seriousness of the situation, 
and to call his attention to the tel^rams that had 
gone to the State Department on the proposed sale <^ 
the fdiips. I regarded his suggestion as an impertinent 
one and declined to act upon it. 

To Djemal and the other Turkish officials who k^t 
pressing me I suggested that their ambassador in 
Waahii^ton should take up the matter directly with 
the President. They acted on this advice, but the 
Greeks again got ahead of them. At two o'clock, 
Jane 22d, the Greek charge d'affaires at Washington 
and Commander Tsouklas, of the Greek navy, called 
upon the President and arranged the sale. As th^ 
left the President's oCBce, the Turkish Ambassador 
entered — just fifteen minutes too late! 

I presume that Mr. Wilson consented to the sale 
because he knew that Turkey was preparing to attach 
Greece and believed that the Idaho and Jf unf ttppl 
would prevent such an attack and so preserve peac* 
in the Balkuis. 

Acting under the authorization ot Congress, the 
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administration sold these ships on July 8, 1014, to 
Fred J. Gauntlett. for «I2,535.276.98. Congress im- 
mediately voted the money realized from the sale to 
the construction of a great modem dreadnaught, the 
Calijomia. Mr. Gauntlett trsjisferred the slups to 
the Greek Govemmait. Rechristened the KilkU 
and the Lemnos, those battleships immediately took 
their places as the most powerful vessels of the Greek 
Navy, and the enthusiasm of the Greeks in obtaining 
them was unbounded. 

By this time we had moved from the Embassy to 
oiir summer home on the Bosphonis. All the summer 
embassies were located there, and a more beautiful 
apot I have never seen. Our house was a three-story 
building, something in the Venetian style; behind it 
the cliff rose abruptly, with several terraced gardens 
towering one above the other; the building stood so 
near the shore and the waters of the Bosphonis rushed 
by so rapidly that when we sat outside, especially on 
a moonlight night, we had almost a complete illusion 
that we were sitting on the deck of a fast sailing sh^. 
In the daytime the Bosphorus, here little more than 
a mile wide, was alive with gaily coloured craft; I 
recall this animated scene with particular vividness 
because I retain in my mind the contrast it presented a 
few months afterward, when Turkey's entrance into the 
war had the immediate result of closing this strait. 
Day by day the huge Russian steamships, on their 
way from Black Sea ports to Smyrna. Alexandria, 
and other cities, made clear the importance (d this - 
little strip of water, and explained the bloody contests 
of the Eiiropean nations, extending over a thousand 
years, for its possession. However, these early summer 
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montlu were peac^ul; all the ambassadors and nunis- 
tera and their families were thrown constantly together; 
here daily gathered the repres^itatives of all the powers 
that for the last four years have been grappling in 
history's bloodiest war, all then apparently friends, 
sitting around the same dining tables, walking arm in 
arm upon the porches. The ambassador of one power 
would most graciously escort to dinner the wife of 
another whose country was perhaps the most antago* 
nistic to his own. Little groups would form after 
dinner; the Grand Vizier would hold an impromptu 
reception in one comer, cabinet ministers would be 
whispering in another; a group of ambassadors would 
discuss the Greek situation out on the porch; the Turk- 
ish officials would glance quizzically upon the animated 
scene and perhaps comment quietly in their own 
tongue; the Russian Ambassador would glide about 
the room, pick out someone whom he wished to talk 
to, lock arms and push him into a comer for a surrepti- 
tioos tite-d4He. Meanwhile, our sons and daughters, 
the junior members of the diplomatic corps, and the 
officers of the several statumnaires, dancing and flirting 
seemed to think that the whole {Hxxieedlng had been 
arranged solely for their amusement. And to realize, 
while fdl this was going on, that neith^ the Grand 
Vizier, nor any of the other high Turkish officials, 
would leave the house without outriders and body- 
guards to protect them from assassinaticot — whatever 
oth^ emotions such a vibrating atmosphere might 
arouse, it was certainly alive with interest. I felt also 
that there was something electric about it all; war was 
ever the favourite topic of conversation; everyone 
seemed to realize that this peaceful, frivolous life was 
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transitoiy, and Uiat at any moment m^ht com* tli* 
spark that was to set everytlung aflame. 

Yet, when the crisis came, it produced no immediate 
sensation. On Jtme S9th we h^ird of the assassination 
of the Grand Duke of Austria and his consort. Every- 
body received the news cahnly; there was, indeed, a 
stunned feeling that something momentous had h^H 
pened, but there was practically no excitement. A day 
or two after this tragedy I had a long talk with Talaat 
tm diplomatic matters; he made no reference at all to 
this event. I think now that we woe all affected by 
ft kind of emotional paralysis — as we were nearer the 
centre than most people, we certainly realized the 
dangers in the situation. In a day or two our tongues 
seemed to have been loosened, for we began to talk — 
and to talk war. When I saw Von Mutius, the German 
charg^, and Weitz, the diplomat-correspimdmt of the 
Frankfurter Zeiiung, they also discussed the impending 
conflict, and again they gave their forecast a character- 
istically Germanic touch; when war came, th^ said, 
of course the United States would take advantage of 
it to get all the Mexican and South American trade! 

When I called upon Pallavicim to etpress my con- 
dolences over the Grand Duke's death, he received 
me with the most stately solonnity. He was conscious 
that he was represaiUng the impoial family, and his 
grief seemed to be personal; one would think that he 
had lost his own son. I expressed my al^cnrence and 
that of my nation for the deed, and our sympathy with 
the aged emptor. 

'Va, Jo, et ist tehr Kkreekliek" (yes, yes, it is voy 
terrible), he answered, almost in a whispv. 

^'Serbia will be ctmdemned for her conduct,** 
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he added. "She will be compelled to make repara- 
tion." 

A few days later, when Fallavicini called upon me, 
he spoke of the nationalistic societies that Serbia had 
permitted to exist and of her determination to annex 
Bosnia and Herze^viua. He said that his goveroment 
would insist on the abandonment of these societies and 
these [detentions, and that probably a punitive expedi- 
tion into Sobia would be necessary to prevent such out- 
rages as the murder of the Grand Duke. Herein I had 
my first intimation of the famous ultimatum of July 22d. 

The entire diplomatic corps attended the requiem 
mass for the Grand Duke and Duchess, celebrated at 
the Church of Sainte Marie on July 4th. The church 
is located in the Grande Rue de Fera, not far from the 
Austrian Embassy; to reach it we had to descend a 
flight of forty stone steps. At the top of these stairs 
representatives of the Austrian Embassy, dressed in 
full unifcam, with cr^pe on the left arm, met us, and 
escorted us to our seats. All the ambassadors sat in 
the front pew; I recall this with strange emotions now, 
for it was the last time that we ever sat together. 
The sovice was dignified and beautiful; I remember 
it with especial vividness because d the contrasting 
scene that immediately followed. When the stately, 
gtn^^usly robed priests had finished, we all shook 
hands with the Austrian Ambassador, retiuned to our 
automobiles, and started on our eight-mile ride along 
the Bosphonis to the Amoican Embassy. For this 
day was not only the day when we paid our tribute 
to the murdered heir of this medieval autocracy; it 
was also the Fourth of July. The very setting of the 
two scenes symbolized these two national ideals. I 
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always think of this ambassBdorial group going down 
those stone steps to the church, to pay their respect to 
the Grand Duke, and then going up to the gaily deco- 
rated American Embassy, to pay their respect to the 
Declaration of Independence. All the station ships 
of the foreign countries lay out in the stream, decorated 
and dressed in honour of our national holiday, and 
the ambassadors and ministers called in full regalia. 
From the upper gardens we could see the place whae 
Darius crossed from Asia with his Persian hosts 2,500 
years before — one of those ancient autocrats the lifle of 
which is not yet entirely extinct. There also we could 
see magnificent Robert CoU^e, an institution that 
represented America's conception of the way to "pene- 
trate" the Turkish Empire. At night our gardens 
were illuminated with Chinese lanterns; good old Amer- 
ican fireworks, lighting up the surrounding hills and the 
Bosphorus, and the American flag flying at the front of 
the house, seemed almost to act as a challenge to the 
plentiful reminders of autocracy and oj^ression which we 
had had in the early part of the day. Not more than a 
mileacross thewaterthe dark and gloomy hiUs of Asia,for 
ages the birthplace of military despotisms, caught a f unt 
and, I think, a prophetic glow firom these illuminations. 
In glancing at the ambassadorial group at the chiuxih 
and, afterward, at our reception, I was surprised to 
note that one familiar figure was missing. Wangenheim, 
Austria's ally, was not present. This somewhat puz- 
zled me at the time, but afterward I had the explanation 
from Wangenheim's own lips. He had left some days 
before for Berlin. The Kaiser had summoned him to 
an imperial council, which met on July 5th, And whidi 
decided to plunge Europe into war. 
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OEBMANT MOBILIZES THE TURKISH ABHT 

rj READING the August newspapers, which de- 
scribed the mobilizations in Europe, I was par- 
ticularly strudc with the emphasis which ^ey 
laid upon the splendid spirit that was overnight chang- 
ing the civilian populations into armies. At that time 
Turkey had not entered the war and her political! 
leaders were loudly protesting their intention of main- ' 
taining a strict neutrality. Despite these pacific state- 
ments, the occiurrencea in Constantinople were almost 
as warlike as those that were taking place in the Euro- 
pean capita. Though Turkey was at peace, her 
army was mobilizing, merely, we were told, as a pre- 
cautionary measure. Yet the daily scenes which I 
witnessed in Constantinople bore few resemblances to 
those which were agitating every city of Europe. The 
martial patriotism of men, and the sublime patience 
and sacrifice of women, may sometimes give war an 
heroic 'aspect, but in Turkey the prospect was one of 
general listlessness and misery. Day by day the mis- 
cellaneous Ottoman hordes passed through the streets. 
Arabs, bootless and shoeless, dressed in their most 
gaily coloured garments, with long linen bags (contain- 
ing the required five days' rations) thrown over their 
shoulders, shambling in their gait and bewildered in 
their manner, touched shoulders with equally dispirited 
Bedouins, evidently suddenly snatched from the desert. 
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A motley aggr^ation of Turks, Circassians, Greeks, 
Kurds, Armenians, and Jews, showing signs of having 
be^i summarily taken from their farms and shops, 
constantly jostled one another. Most were ragged and 
many looked half -starved; everything about them 
suggested hopelessness and a cattle-like submission to a 
fate which they knew that they could not avoid. There 
was no joy in approaching battle, no feeling that they 
were sacrificing themselves for a mighty cause; day by 
day they passed, the unwilling children of a tatte> 
demalion empire that was making one last de^uuring 
attempt to gird itself for action. 

Tliese wretched marchers little realized what was the 
powev that was dragging them from the four comers 
of their country. Even we of the diplomatic group had 
not then clearly grasped the real situation. We learned 
afterward that the signal for this mobilization had not 
come originally from Enver or Talaat or the Turkish 
Cabinet, but from the General Staff in Berlin and its rep- 
resoitatives in Constantinople. Liman von Sanders and 
Bronssart were really directing the complicated oper- 
ation. There were unmistakable signs of German activ- 
ity. As soon as the German armies crossed the Rhine, 
vrork was begun on a mammoth wireless station a few 
miles outside of Constantinople. The materials all came 
from Germany by way of Rumania, and the skilled me- 
chanics, industriously working from daybreak to sunset, 
were unmistakably Germans. Of course, the neutrality 
laws would have prohibited the construction of a wirdess 
station for a belligerent in a neutriil country like Tur- 
key; it was therefore officially announced that a German 
company was building this heaven-pointing structure 
for the Turkish Govonmoit and on the Sultan's own 
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property. But this story deceived no one. Wangen- 
heim, the German Ambassador, Epolce of it freely and 
constantly as a German enterprise. 

"Have yon seen our wireless yet?" he would ask me. 
**Come on, let's ride up there and look it over." 

He proudly told me that it was the most powerful 
in the wcald— powerful enough to catch all messages 
sent from the Eiffel Tower in Paris I He sud that it 
would put him in constant communication with Berlin. 
So little did he atten^t to conceal its German owner* 
ship that several times, when ordinary telegraphic com- 
munication was suspended, he offered to let me use it 
to send my telegrams. 

This wireless plant was an outward symbol %t the 
dose though unacknowledged association which then 
existed between Turkey and Berlin. It took some time 
to finish such an extensive station and in the interim 
Wangenheim was using the apparatus on the Coreoeado, 
a German merchant ship which was lying in the Bos- 
I^orus opposite the German Embassy, For practical 
piuposes, Wangenheim had a constant telephone con- 
nection with Berlin. 

Goman officers were almost as active as the Tuilm 
themselves in this mobilization. They enjoyed it all 
immensely; indeed they gave every sign that they were 
having the time of their lives. Bronssart, Humannt 
and XaSats were constantly at Enver's elbow, advising 
and directing the operations. German officers were 
rushing through the streets every day in huge automo* 
biles, all requisitioned from the civilian populatirai; 
they filled all the restaimmts and amusement places 
at night, and celebrated their joy in the situation by 
•consuming large quantities of champagne — also requisi- 
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tioned. A particularly spectacular and noisy figure 
was that of Von der Goltz Fasha. He was constantly 
making a kind of viceregal progress through the streets 
in a huge and madly dashing automobUe. on both sides 
of which flaring Giennan eagles were painted. A 
trumpeter on the front seat would blow loud, defiant 
blastfi as the conveyance rushed along, and woe to any 
one, Turk or non-Turk, who happened to get in the 
way! The Germans made no attempt to conce^ thdr 
conviction that they owned this town. Just as Wan- 
genheim had established a little Wilhelmstrasse in his 
Embassy, so had the German military men established 
a sub-station of the Berlin General Staff. They even 
brou^t their wives and families from (xermany; I 
heard Baroness Wangenheim remaric that she was hold- 
ing a little court at the German Embassy. 

The Germans, however, were about the only people 
who were enjoying this proceeding. The requisitioning 
that accompanied the mobilization really amounted 
to a wholesale looting of the civilian population. The 
Turks took all the horses, mules, camels, sheep, coira, 
and other beasts that they could lay their hands on; 
Enver told me that they bad gathered in 150,000 
animals. They did it most unintelligently, making no 
provision (or the continuance of the species; thus they 
would leave only two cows or two mares in many of 
the villages. This system of requisitioning, as I shall 
describe, had the inevitable result of destroying the 
nation's agriculture, and ultimately led to the starva- 
titm of hundreds of thousands of people. But th« 
Turks, like the Germans, thought that the war wai 
destined to be a very short one, and that they would 
quickly recuperate from the injuries which their meth- 
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ods of supplying an army wrare causing thdr peasant 
popiUation. Tlie Govemment showed precisely the 
same shamelessness and lack of intelligence in the way 
that they requisitioned materials from merchants and 
shopmen. These proceedings amounted to little less 
than conscious highwaymanship. But practically none 
oi these merchants were Moslems; most of them were 
Chrislians, though there were a few Jews; and the 
Turkish officiab therefore not only provided the needs 
of their army and incidentally lined their own podcets, 
but they found a religious joy in pillaging the infidel 
establishments. They would ^iter a retail shop, 
take practically all the merchandise on the shelves, and 
give merely a piece of paper in acknowledgment. - As 
the Government had never paid for the supplies which 
it had tdien in the Italian and Balkan wars, the mer- 
chants hardly expected that they would ever receive 
anything for these latest requisitions. Afterward 
many who understood officialdom, and were politically 
influential, did recover to the extent of 70 per cent. — 
what became of the remaining 30 per cent, is not a 
secret to those who have had experience with Turkish 
bureaucrats. 

Thus for most of the population requisitioning sim- 
ply meant financial ruin. That the process was merely 
pillaging is shown by many of the materials which the 
army took, ostensibly for the use of the soldiers. Thus 
the officers seized all the mohair they could find; on 
occasion they even carried off womei|*s silk stockings, 
corsets, and baby's slippers, and I heard of one case in 
which they reinforced the Turkish commissary with 
caviar and other delicacies. They demanded blankets 
from one merchant who was a dealer in women's under- 
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wear; because he had no such stock, they sdzed what 
he had, and he afterward saw his appn^riated goods 
reposing in rivBl establishments. The Turks did the 
same thing in many other cases. The prevailing sy»- 
tem was to take movable property wherever available 
and convert it into cash; where the money ultimately 
went I do not know, but that many private fortunes 
were made I have little doubt. I told Enver that this 
ruthless method o( mobilizing and requintioning was 
destroying his country. Misery and starvation soon 
b%an to afflict the land. Out of a 4,000.000 adult male 
peculation more than 1,600,000 were ultimately en- 
listed and so about a million families were left without 
breadwinners, all of them in a condition of extreme 
destitution. The Turkish Government paid its soldiers 
i5 cents a month, and gave the families a separation 
allowance of $1.20 a month. As a result thousands 
were dying from lack of food and many more were ^i- 
teebled by malnutrition; I believe that the empire 
has lost a quarter of its Turkish population since the war 
started. I asked Enver why he permitted his people to 
be destroyed in this way. But sufferings like these did 
not distress him. He was much impressed by his suc- 
cess in raising a lai^e army with practically no money 
— something, he boasted, which no other nation had ever 
done before. In order to accomplish this, Enver had 
issued orders which stigmatized the evasion of military 
service as desertion and therefore punishable with the 
death penalty. He also adopted a scheme by which any 
Ottoman could obtain exemption by the paj^ment of 
about $100. Still Enver regarded his accomplishment aa 
a notable one. It was really his first taste of unlimited 
power and he enjoyed the experience greatly. 
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Tliat the Germans directed tliis inobilizati<m is 
not a matter of opinioD but of proctf. I need only 
mention tiuit the Gennana were reqiiiaitioning mate> 
rials in their own name for their own uses. I have a 
photographic copy of such a requisition made by Hu< 
mann, the German naval attach^, for a shipload of oil 
cake. This document is dated September S9, 1914. 
*"rhe lot by the steamship Derindje which you men- 
tioned in your letter of the 26tli," this paper reads, 
" has been requisitioned by me for the German Govern- 
ment." This clearly shows that, a month b^ore 
Turkey had entered the war, Germany was really ex.er- 
cising the powers of sovereignty at Constantinople. 
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CHAPTER V 

WANOENHEOI SUUOOLES THB "GOGBEN" AND THB 
"bRESLAU" THBOCOH the DARDANELLES 

ON AUGUST 10th, I went out on a little launch 
to meet the SicUia, a small Italian ship which 
had just arrived from Venice. I was especially 
interested in this vessel because she was bringing to 
Constantinople my son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Maurice Werthe!ra,and their three little daughters. 
The greeting proved even more interesting than I had 
expected. I found the passengers considerably ex- 
cited, for they had witnessed, the day before, a naval 
engagement in the Ionian Sea. 

"We were lunching yesterday on deck," my daugh- 
ter told me, "when I saw two strange-looking vessels 
just above the horizon. I ran for the glasses and made 
out two large battleships, the first one with two queer, 
exotic-looking towers and the other one quite an or- 
dinary-looking battleship. We watched and saw an- 
other ship coming up behind them and going very fast. 
She came nearer and nearer and then we heard guns 
booming. Pillars of water sprang up in the air and 
there were many little puffs of white smoke. It took 
me some time to realize what it was all about, and then 
it burst upon me that we were actually witnessing an 
engagement. The ships continually shifted their posi- 
tion but went on and on. The two big ones turned and 
rushed furiously for the little one, and then a^^Muv 
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ently ihey changed their minds and turned back. Then 
the litUe one turned around and calmly steamed in our 
direction. At first I was somewhat alarmed at this, but 
nothing happened. She cirded aroimd us with her tars 
excited and grinning and somewhat grimy. They sig- 



naUed to our c^»tain many questions, and then turned 
and finally disappeared. The ct^tain told us that the 
two big ships were Germans which had been caught in 
the Mediterranean and which were trying to escape 
from the British fleet. He said that the British ships 
are chasing them all oyer the Mediterranean, and that 
the German ships are trying to get into Constantinople. 
Have you seen anything of them? Where do you sup- 
pose the British fleet is?" 

A few hours afterward I happened to meet Wangen- 
heim. When I told Mm what Mrs. Wertheim had 
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8een> he displayed an agitated interest. Immediatdy 
after lunch he called at the American Embassy widi 
Pallavicini, the Austrian Ambassador, and asked for an 
interview vith my daughter. The two ambassadras 
solemnly planted themselves in chairs before Mrs. 
Wertheim and subjected her to a most minute, thou^ 
very polite, cross examination. "I never felt so im- 
portant in my life," she afterward told me. They would 
not permit her to leave out a single detail; they wished 
to know how many shots had been fired, what direc- 
tion the German ships had taken, what everybody on 
board had stud, and so on. The visit seemed to give 
these idlied ambassadors immense relief and satisfac- 
tion, for they left the house in an almost jubilant mood. 
behaving as though a great weight had been taikea off 
their mhids. And certainly they had good reason for 
their elation. My daughter had been the means of 
giving them the news which they had desired to hear 
above everything else — ^that the Goeben and the Breslau 
had escaped the British fleet and were then steaming 
rapidly in the direction of the Dardanelles. 

For it was those famous German ships, the Goeben 
and the Breslau, which my daughter had seen engaged 
in battle with a British scout ship I 

The next day official business called me to the Ger- 
man Embassy. But Wangenheim's animated manner 
soon disclosed that he had no int^«st in routine matters. 
Never had I seen him so nervous and so excited. He 
could not rest in his chair more than a few minutes 
at a time; he was constantly jumping up, rushing to the 
window and looking anxiously out toward the 6os< 
phorus, where his private wireless station, the Coroocado, 
lay about three quarters of a mile away. Wangeoheim's 
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face WS8 flushed and his ey^ were ahining; he would 
atride up and down the room, speaking now of a recoit 
German victory, now giving me a little forecast of Ger- 
many's plans — and then he would fftalk to the window 
again for another look at the Coreovado. 

"Something is seriously distracting you,'* I said, 
rising. "I will go and come again some other time." 

"No, no!" the Ambassador almost shouted. "I 
want you to stay right where you are. This will be a 
great day for Germany! If you will only remain (or a 
few minutes you will hear a great piece of news — some- 
thing that has the utmost bearing upon Turkey's rela- 
tion to the war." 

Thai he rushed out on the portico and leaned or^ 
the balustrade. At the same moment I saw a little 
launch put out from the Coreovado toward the Ambas- 
sador's dock. Wangenheim hurried down, seized an 
mvdope from one of the sailors, and a moment aft^ward 
burst into the room again. 

"We've got them!" he shouted to me. 

"Got what?" I asked. 

"The Ooiien and the BredoM have passed through 
the Dardanelles ! " 

He was waving the wirdess message with all the en- 
thusiasm of a collie boy whose football team has won 
a victory. 

Ileal, momentarily checking his enthusiasm, he came 
up to me solemnly, humorously shook his forefinger, 
lifted his eyebrows, and said, "Of coiu'se, you imder- 
stand that we have sold those ships to Turkey! 

"And Admiral Souchon," he added with another 
wink, "will enter the Sultan's service!" 

Wangenheim had more than patriotic reasons for 
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this esultaUon; the amval of these ships was the 
greatest day in his diplomatic career. It was really 
the first diplomatic victory which Germany had wchi. 
For years the chancellorship oi the empire had been 
Wangenheim's laudable ambition, and he behaved now 
like a man who saw his prize within his grasp. The 
voyage of the Goeben and the Brealau was his personal 
triumph; he had arranged with the Turkish Cabinet 
for thdr passage through the Dardanelles, and he had 
directed their movements by wireJess in the Mediterra- 
nean. By safely getting the Ooeben and the Breslau into 
Constantinople, Wangenh^m had definitely dinched 
Turkey as Germany's ally. All his intrigues and plot- 
tings for three years had now finally succeeded. 

I doubt if any two ships have exercised a greater in- 
fluence upon history tlum these two German cruisers. 
Few of us at that time realized their great importance, 
but subsequent devdopments have fully justified Wan- 
genheim's exuberant satisfaction. The Goeben was a 
powerful battle cruiser of recent construction; the Bres- 
lau was not so large a ship, but she, like the Ooeben, had 
the excessive q>eed that made her extremely serviceable 
in those waters. These ships had spent the few months 
preceding the war cruising in the Mediternmean, and 
when the declaration finally came they were tfdung on 
supplies at Messina. I have always regarded it as 
more than a coincidence that these two vessels, both 
of them having a greater speed than any French or Eng- 
lish ships in the Mediterranean, should have been lying 
not far from Turkey when war broke out. The selec- 
tion of the Goeben was particularly fortunate, as she 
had twice before visited Constantinople and her officers 
and men knew the Dardanelles perfectly. The behav- 
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iour of these crews, when the news of wax was recdved, 
indicated the spirit with whidi the German navy began 
hostilities; the men broke into singing and shouting, 
lifted their Admiral upon their shoulders, and held a real 
German jollification. It is said that Admiral Souchon 
preserved, as a touching souvenir of this occasion, his 
white uniform bearing the finger prints of his grimy 
sailors! 

For all their joy at the prospect of battle, the 
atuation of these ships was still a precarious one. 
They formed no match for the large British and French 
naval forces which were roaming through the Mediter- 
ranean. The Ooeben and the Breslau were far from 
their native bases; with the coaling problem such an 
acute cme, and with England in possession of all im- 
portant stations, where could they fiee for safety? 
Several Italian destroyers were circling around the Ger- 
man ships at Messina, enforcing neutrality and occa- 
sionally reminding them that they could remain in 
port only twenty-four hours. England had ships sta- 
tioned at the Gulf of Otranto, the head of the Adriatic, 
to cut them off in case they sought to escape into the 
Austrian port of Pola. The British navy also stood 
guard at Gibraltar and Suez, the only other exits that 
apparently offered the possibility of escape. There 
was only one other place in which the Qoehen and the 
Brealau might find a safe and friendly reception. That 
was Constantinople. Apparently the British navy 
dismissed this as an impossibility. At that time, early 
in August, international law had not entirely disap- 
peared as the guiding conduct of nations. Turkey was 
then a neutral country, and, despite the many evidences 
iA German domination, she seemed likely to maintain 
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her neutrality. The Treaty <^ Paris, i^ch waa ^aed 
in 1856, a3 well as the Treaty of London, signed in 1871, 
provided that war ships should not use the Dardanelles 
except by the special permission of the Sultan, which 
could be granted only in times cd peace. In practice 
the government had seldom given this permissi(Hi 
except 'for ceremonial occasions. Under the existing 
conditions it would have amounted virtually to an 
unfriendly act for the Sultan to have removed the ban 
against war vessels in the Darduielles, and to pomit 
the Ooeben and the Breslau to remain in Turkish waters 
for more than twenty-four hoitfs would have been noth- 
ing less than a declaration of war. It is perhaps not sur- 
prising that the British, in the early days of August, 1014, 
when Germany had not completely made dear her 
o£Gcial opinion that "international law had ceased to 
exist," r^arded these treaty stipulations as barring 
the German ships from the Dardanelles and Constan- 
tinople. Relying upon the sanctity of these interna- 
tional r^^ations, the British navy had shut off every 
point through which these German ships could have 
escaped to safety — except the oitrance to the Darda- 
nelles. Had England, immediately on the dedaration 
of war, rushed a powerful squadron to this vital spot, 
how different the history of the last three years might 
have been! 

"His Majesty expects the Goehen and the Breslau to 
succeed in breaking through!" Such was the wireless 
that reached these vessels at Messina at five o'clock on 
the evening of August 4th. The twenty-four houn' 
ftay permitted by the Italian Government had nearly 
expired. Outside, in the Strait of Otranto, lay the 
force of British battle cruisers, sending false radio 
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messages -to the Germans, mstnictins them to rush 
for Fola. With bands phiying and flags flying, the 
officers and crews having had their spirits fired by 
oratory and drink, the two vessels started at fuU 
speed toward the awaiting British fleet. The little 
CUmceder, a scout boat, kept in touch, wiring con- 
stantly the German movements to the main squad- 
ron. Suddenly, when off Cape Spartivento, the 
Goeben and the Breslau let off into the atmosphere all 
the discordant vibrations whidi their wireless could 
command, jamming the air with such a hullabaloo that 
the Ohueester was unable to send any intelligible mes- 
sages. Then the German cruisers turned southward and 
made for the ^gean Sea. The plucky little GUntcesier 
kept dose on their heels, and, as my daughter had re- 
lated, once had even audaciously offered battle. A few 
hours behind the British squadron pursued, but use- 
lessly, for the German ships, though far less powerful 
in battle, were much speedier. Even then the British 
admiral probably thought that he had spoiled the Ger- 
man plans. The German ships might get first to the 
Dardanelles, but at that point stood international law 
across the path, barring the entrance. 

Meanwhile Wangenheim had accomplished his great 
diplomatic success. From the Corcovado wireless 
station in the Bosphorus he was sending the most agree- 
able news to Admiral Souchon. He was telling him to 
hoist the Turkish flag when he reached the Strait, for 
Admiral Souchon's cruisers had suddenly become parts 
of the Turkish navy, and, therefore, the usuid inter- 
national prohibitions did not apply. These cruisers 
were no longer the Goeben and the Breslau, for, like an 
oriental magician^ Wangenheim had suddenly changed 
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them into the Sultan Selim and the MedUii. • The fact 
wu that the German Ambassador had cleverly ttiasi 
advantage of the existing situation to maniifacture a 
"sale." As I have already told, Turkey had two dread- 
naughts under construction in England when the war 
broke out. These ships were not exclusively govern- 
mental enterprises; their purchase represented what, 
on the surface, appeared to be a popular enthusiasm 
of the Turkish people. They were to be the agencies 
through which Turkey was to attack Greece and win 
back the islands of the ^gean, and the Turkish people 
had raised the money to build them by a so-called pop- 
ular subscription. Agents had gone from house to 
house, painfully collecting' these small sums of money; 
there had been entertainments and fairs, and, in their 
eagerness for the cause, Turkish women had sold th^ 
hair for the benefit of the common fund. These^ two 
vessels thus represented a spectacular outburst of 
patriotism that was unusual in Turkey, so unusual, 
indeed, that many detected signs that the Government 
had stimulated it. At the very moment when the war 
began, Turkey had made her last payment to the Eng- 
lish shipyards and the Turkish crews had arrived in Ei^- 
land prepared to take the finished vessels home. Then, 
a few days before the time set to deliver them, the 
British Government stepped in and commandeered 
these dreadnaughts for the British navy. 

There is not the slightest question that England had 
not only a legal but a moral right to do this ; there is also 
no question that her action was a proper one, and that, 
had she been dealing with almost any other nation, such 
a proceeding would not have aroused any res^itment. 
But the Turkish people cared nothing for distinctions 
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of this sort; all they saw was that they had two ships in 
Elngland, which they had greatly strained their re- 
sources to purchase, and that England had now stepped 
in and taken them. Even without external pressure 
th^ would have resented the act> but external pressure 
was exerted in plenty. The transaction gave Waogen- 
heim the greatest opportunity of his life. Violent at- 
tacks upon England, all emanating from the German 
Embassy, began to fill the Turkish press. Wangen- 
heim was constantly discoursing to the Turkish leaders 
on English perfidy and he now suggested that Germany, 
l^irkey's good friend, was prepared to make compensap 
lion for England's "unlawful" seizure. He suggested 
that Turkey go through the form of "purchasing" the 
Ooeben and the Breslau, which were then wandering 
aroimd the Mediterranean, perhaps in anticipation of 
this very contingency, and incorporate them in the 
Turkish navy in place of the appropriated ships in 
England. The very day that these vessels passed 
through the Dardaaelles, the Ikdam, a Turkish news- 
paper published in Constantinople, had a triumphant 
account of this "sale," with big headhnes calling it a 
"great success for the Imperial Government." 

Thus Wangenheim's manoeuvre accomplished two 
purposes: it placed Germany before the populace as 
Turkey's friend, and it also provided a subterfi^ for 
getting the ships through the Dardanelles, and enabling 
them to remuQ in Turkish waters. All this beguiled 
the more ignorant of the Turkish people, and gave 
the Cabinet a plausible ground for meeting the objection 
of Entente diplomats, but it did not deoave any in- 
tdligent p«[W}n. The Qot^ten and Breslau might change 
their names, and the Grerman sailors might adorn thon- 
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sdres with Turkish fezzes, but we all knew from the 
b^pnning that this sale was a sham. Those who under- 
stood the financial condition of Turkey could only be 
amxised at the idea that she could purchase these modem 
vessels. Moreover, the ships were never incorporated 
in the Turkish navy; on the contrary, what really 
happened was that the Turkic navy was annexed 
to these German ships. A handful of Turkish sailors 
were placed on board at one time for appearance sake, 
but their German officers and Cierman crews still 
rettuned active charge. Wangenheini> in his talks 
with me, never made any secret of the fact that the 
ships still remained German property. "I never ex- 
pected to have such big checks to sign," he remarked 
one day, referring to his expenditures on the Ooeben 
and the Breslau. He always called them "our" ships. 
Even Tataat told me in so many words that the cruisers 
did not belong to Turkey. 

"The Germans say they belong to the Turks," he 
remarked, with his characteristic laugh. "At any rate, 
it's very comforting for us to have them here. After 
the war, if the Germans win, they will forget all about 
it and leave the ships to us. If the Germans lose, 
they won't be able to take them away from us!" 

The German Government made no real pret^ision 
that the sale had been bona fide; at least when the 
Greek Minister at Berlin protested against the trans- 
action as unfriendly to Greece — naively forgetting the 
American ships which Greece had recently purchased — 
the German officiab soothed him by admitting. tcHo 
vooe, that the own^^hip still remained with Germany. 
Yet when the Entente ambassadors constantly pro- 
tested against the presence <^ the German Tcssds, 
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the Turkish offidals blandly kept up the pretence 
that they were integral parts of the Turkish navy I 

The German officers and crews greatly enjoyed this 
farcical pretence that the Ooeben and the Brealau were 
Turkiah ships. They took delight in putting on Turkish 
fezzes, thereby preseaiting to the world conelusiTe evi- 
dence that these loyal sailors of the Kaiser were now 
parts of the Sultan's navy. OnedaytheClDe&fnsuledup 
the Bosphorus. halted in front of the Russian Embassy, 
and dropped anchor, llien the officers and m«i lined 
the deck in full view of the enemy embas^. All 
solemnly removed thdr Turkish fezzes and put on 
Gvman caps. The band played "Deutschland Uber 
Afles," the "Watch on the Rhine," and other German 
Boaga, the German sailors singing loudly to the accom- 
paniment. When they had spent an hour or more sere- 
nading the Russian Ambassador, the officers and crews 
removed their Gierman caps and again put on their 
Turkish fezzes. The Ooeben th«i picked up her anchor 
and started southward for her station, leaving in the ears 
of the Russian diplomat the gradually dying strains of 
German war songs as the cruiser disappeared down 
stream. 

I have often speculated on what would have happraied 
if the English battle cruisers, which pursued the Bres- 
lau and the Goeben up to the mouth of the Dardanelles, 
had not been too gentlemanly to violate international 
law. Suppose that they had entered the Strait, at- 
tacked the German cniiso^ in the Marmora, and sunk 
them. They <K>uld have done this, and, knowing all 
that we know now, such an action would have been 
justified. Not improbably the destruction would have 
l^t Turkey out of the war. For the arrival of these 
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cruisers mode it ineintable that Turkey* when the 
proper moment came, should join her forces with Ger- 
many. With them the Turkish navy became stronger 
than the Russian Bhtck Sea Fleet and thus made it 
certain that Russia could make no attack on Constan- 
tinople, l^e Goeben and the Brealau, therefore, practi- 
cally gave the Ottoman and German naval forces control 
of the Blade Sea. Moreover, tiiese two ships could 
easily dominate Constantinople, and thus they furnished 
the means by which the German navy, if the occasion 
should arise, could terrorize the Turks. I am convinced 
that, when the judicious historian reviews this war and 
its consequences, he will say that the passage of the Strait 
by these German ships made it inevitable that Turkey 
should join Germany at the moment that Germany 
desired her assistance, and that it likewise sealed 
the doom of the Turkish Empire. There were mtsi 
in the Turkish Cabinet who perceived this, even thai. 
The story was told in Constantinople — though I do not 
vouch tor it as authentic history — ^that the cabinet 
meeting at which this momentous decision had been 
made had not been altogether harmonious. The 
Grand Vizier and Djemal, it was said, objected to the 
fictitious "sale," and demanded that it should not be 
completed. When the discussion had reached its height 
Enver, who was playing Germany's game, announced 
that he had already practically completed the transac- 
tion. In the silence that followed his statement this 
young Napoleon pulled out his pistol and laid it on 
the table. 

"If any one here wishes to question this purchase," 
he said quietly and icily, "I am ready to meet him." 

A few weeks after the Gotten and the Breslau had 
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BARONVONWANGENHEIM. GERMAN AMBASSADOR TO TURKEY 
He was peimnally selected by the Kaiser to brinji Turkey into line with 
GemwDy and transform tliat country into an ally of Germany in the forth- 
coming war — a task at which he siicceeded. Wanf[enheim represented 
Geroun diplomacy in its most ruthless and most ehameless aspects. He 
believed with Bismarck that a patriotic German must stand ready to sacri- 
fice for Kaiaer 4iid Fatherland not only hia life, but his honour M well. 
With wonderful skill he manipulated the desperate adveoturera who 
coDtrolled Turkey in 1914 into iostrumeots of (iermary ., 



DJEMAL PASHA. MINISTER OF MARINE 
Id 1914 DjenuU headed the Police Department; it was his duty to run 
down citizens who were opposing the political gang then oontrollins Turkey, 
Such opponents were commonly assassinated or judicially murdered. After- 
ward Djemal was Minister of Marine, and as such violently proteiled 
against the sale of American warshipa to Greece. Then be was sent to 
Palestine as Commander of the Fourth Army Coips, where he distinguished 
himself as leader in the wholesale penecutiooa of the Don-Moslem population 
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taken up pennanent headquartera in the Bosphonts, 
Djavid Bey, Minister of Finance, happened to meet a 
distinguished Belgian jurist, then in Constantinople. 

"I have terrible news for you," said the sympathetic 
Turkish statasman. "The Germans have captured 



The Belgian, a huge figure, more than sis feet high, 
put his arm soothingly upon the shoulder of the diminu- 
tive Turk. 

"I have even more terrible news for you," he said, 
pointing out to the stream where the Goeben and the 
Brealav, lay anchored. "The Germans have captured 
Turkey." 
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CHAPTER VI 

WANGENHEOt TEU^ THE AMERICAN AHBASSADOB HOW 

THE KAISEB STABTED THE WAS 

BUT there was one quul«- in which this transac- 
tion produced, no appreciable gloom. That 
. was the German Embassy. This great "sue* 
cess" fairly intoxicated the impressionable Wangen- 
heim, and other happenings now aroused his furor 
Teutonieus to a fever heat. The Goeben and the BresJau 
arrived almost at the same time that the Germans 
captured Li^ge, Namur, and other Belgian towns. 
And now followed the German sweep into France and 
the apparently triumphant rush for Paris. In all these 
happenings Wangenheim, like the militant Prussian 
that he was, saw the fulfilment of a forty-years* dream. 
We were all still living in the summer embassies along 
the Bosphorus. Giermany had a beautiful park, which 
the Sultan had personally presented to the Kais^'s 
government; yet for some reason Wangenheim did not 
seem to enjoy his headquarters during these summer 
days. A httle guard house stood directly in front of 
his embassy, on the street, within twenty feet of the 
rushing Bosj^orus, and in front of this was a stone 
bench. This bench was properly a resting place for 
the guard, but Wangenheim seemed to have a strong 
liking for it. I shall always keep in my mind the figure 
of this German diplomat, in those exciting days before 
the Mame, sitting out on this little bench, now and then 
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jumping up for a stroll back and forth in front of his 
house. Everybody passing from Constantinople to the 
northern suburbs had to pass along this road, and even 
the Russian and French diplomats frequently went by, 
stiffly ignoring, of course, the triumphant ambassadorial 
figure on his stone bench. I sometimes think that 
Wangenheim sat there for the express purpose of puffing 
his cigar smoke in their direction. It all reminded me 
of the scene ru Schiller's Wilhehn Tell, where Tell sits 
in the mountain pass, with his bow and arrow at his 
side, waiting for his iutended victim, Gesder, to go by: 

"^re through this deep defile be needs must pass; 
There leads no other road to KUssnacht." 

Wangenheim would also buttonhole his friends, or 
those whom he regarded as his friends, and have his 
little jollifications over German victories. I noticed 
that he stationed himself there only when the German 
armies were winning; if news came of a reverse, Wan- 
genheim was utterly invisible. This led me to remaric 
that he reminded me of a toy weather prophet, which 
is always outside the box when the weather is fine but 
which retires within when storms are gathering. 
Wangenheim appreciated my httle joke as keenly as 
the rest of the diplomatic set. 

In those early days, however, the weather for the 
German Ambassador was distinctly favourable. The 
good fortune of the German armies so excited him that 
he was sometimes led into indiscretions, and his exuber- 
ance one day caused him to tell me certain facts which, 
I think, will always have great historical value. He 
disclosed precisely how and when Germany had pre- 
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dpitated this war. To-day his revdalion of this secret 
looks like a most monstrous indiscretion, but we must 
remember Wangenheim's state of mind at the time. 
The whole world then believed that Paris was doomed 
and Wangenheim reflected this attitude in hia frequent 
declarations that the war would be over in two or three 
months. The whole German enterprise was evidoitly 
progressing according to programme. 

I have already mentioned that the German Ambassa- 
dor had left for Berlin soon after the assassination of the 
Grand Duke, and he now revealed the cause of his 
sudden disappearance. The Kaiser, he told me, had 
summoned him to Berlin for an imperial conference. 
This meeting took place at Potsdam on July 5th, The 
Kaiser presided and nearly all the important ambassa- 
dors attended. Wangenheim himaelf was summoned 
to give assurance about Turkey and enlighten his as- 
sociates generally on the situation in Constantinople, 
which was then regarded as almost the pivotal point 
in the impending war. In teUing me who attended 
this conference Wangenheim used no names, though he 
specifically said that among them were — ^the facts are 
so important that I quote his exact words in the German 
whichheused — "dUHdupterdes GeneraUtabs und der Ma- 
rine" — (The heads of the general staff and of the navy) 
by which I have assumed that he meant Von Moltke 
and Von Tirpitz. The great bankers, railroad directors, 
and the captains of German industry, all of whom were 
as necessary to German war preparations as the army 
itself, also attended. 

Wangenheim now told me that the Kaiser solemnly 
put the question to each man in turn: "Are you ready 
for war?" All replied "yes" except the finanders. 
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They said that they must have two weeks to sell their 
foreign securities and to make loans. At that time few 
peoj^e had looked upon the Sarajevo tragedy as some- 
thingthatwouldinevitablyleadtowar. This conference, 
Wangenheim told me, took all precautions that no such 
suspicion should be aroused. It decided to give the 
bankers time to readjust their finances for the coming 
war, and then the several members went quietly back 
to their work or started on vacations. The Kaiser went 
to Norway on his yacht, Von Bethmann-HoUweg left 
for a rest, and Wangenheim returned to Constantinople. 
In telling me about this conference Wangenheim, of 
course, admitted that Germany had precipitated the 
war. I think that he was rather proud of the whole 
performance, proud that Germany had gone about the 
matter in so methodical and far-seeing a way, and 
especially proud that he himself had been invited to 
jiarticipate in so epoch making a gathering. I have often 
wondered why he revealed to me so momentous a 
secret, and I think that perhaps the real reason was 
hb excessive vanity — his desire to show me how close 
he stood to the inner coimsels of his emperor and the 
part that he bad played in bringing on this conflict. 
Whatever the motive, this indiscretion certainly had 
the effect of showing me who were really the guilty 
parties in this monstrous crime. The several blue, 
red, and yellow books which flooded Europe during 
the few months following the outbreak, and the hun- 
dreds of documents which were issued by German 
propagandists attempting to establish Germany's inno* 
cence, have nevo* made the slightest impression cm me. 
For my condusions as to the responsibility are not 
based on suspicions or belief or the study of citvum- 
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sUntial data. I do not have to reason or ar^e about 
the matter. I know. The conspiracy that has caused 
this greatest of human tragedies was hatched by the 
Kais^ and his imperial crew at this Potsdam con- 
ference of July 5, 1914. One of the chief participants, 
flushed with his triumph at the apparent success of 
the plot, told me the details with his own mouth. 
WhenevCT I hear people arguing about the responsibility 
for this war or read the clumsy and lying excuses put 
forth by Germany, I simply recall the burly figure of 
Wangenheim as he appeared that August aftemo^m, 
puffing away at a huge black cigar, and giving me his 
account of this historic meeting. Why waste any time 
discussing the matter after that? 

This imperial conference took place July fith and 
the Serbian ultimatum was sent on July 22d. That is 
just about the two weeks' interval which the financiers 
had demanded to complete their plans. All the great 
stock exchuiges of the world show that the German 
bankers [ffofitably used this interval. Their records 
disclose that stocks were being sold in large quantities 
and that prices declined rapidly. At that time the 
markets were somewhat puzzled at this movement but 
.Wangeoheim's explanation clears up any doubts that 
may still remain. Germany was changing her securi- 
ties into cash for war purposes. If any one wishes to 
verify Wangenheim, I would suggest that he examine 
the quotations of the New York stock market for these 
two historic weeks. He will find that there were 
astonishing slumps in prices, especially on the 
stocks that had an international market. Between 
July 5th and July 22d, Union Pacific dropped from 
153} to 127i Baltimore and Ohio from 91} to ^h 
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United States Steel from 61 to 50}, Canadian Pacific 
from 194 to 185^, and Northern Pacific from lllf to 
108. At that time the high protectionists were blaming 
the Simmons-Underwood tariff act as responsible for 
this fall in values, while other critics of the Administra- 
tion attributed it to the Federal Reserve Act — which had 
not yet been put into effect. How little the Wall Street 
brokers and the financial experts realized that an im- 
perial conference, which had been held in Potsdam and 
[H^sided over by the Kaiser, was the real force that was 
then depressing the market! 

Wangenheim not only gave me the details of this 
Potsdam conf»«nce, but he disclosed the same secret 
to the Mu-quis Garroni, the Italian Ambassador at 
Constantinople. Italy was at that time technically 
Germany's ally. 

The Austrian Ambassador, the Marquis Pallavicini, 
also practically admitted that the Central Powers had 
anticipated the war. On August 18th, Francis Joseph's 
birthday, I made the usual ambassadorial visit of 
congratulation. Quite naturally the conversation 
turned upon the Emperor, who had that day passed 
his 84th year. Pallavicini spoke about him with the 
utmost pride and veneration. He told me how keen- 
minded and clear-headed the aged emperor was, how 
he had the most complete understanding of interna- 
tional affairs, and how he gave everything his personal 
supervision. To illustrate the Austrian Kaiser's grasp 
of public events, Patlavidni instanced the present war. 
Hie previous May, PaUavicini had had an audience 
with Francis Joseph in Vienna. At that time, Palla- 
vicini now told me, the Emperor had said that a Euro- 
pean war was unavoidable. The Central Powers would 



.lized by Google 



88 AMBASSADOR MORGENTHAU'S STOBY 

not accept the Treaty of Bucharest as a settlement of 
the Balkan question, and only a general war, the 
Emperor had told Pallavicini, could ever settle that 
problem. The Treaty of Bucharest, I may recall, was 
the settlement that ended the second Balkan war. 
This divided the European dominions of Turkey, 
excepting Constantinople and a small piece of adjoining 
territory/ among the Balkan nations, chi^y S^bia 
and Greece. That treaty strengthened Serbia greatly; 
so much did it increase Serbia's resources, indeed, that 
Austria feared that it had laid the beginning of a new 
European state, which might grow sufficiently strong to 
resist her own plans of aggrandizement. Austria 
held a large Serbian population under her yoke in 
Bosnia and Herz^ovina, and these Serbians desired, 
above everything else, annexation to their own ooun- 
try. Moreover, the Pan-German plans in the- East 
necessitated the destruction of Serbia, the state which, 
so long as it stood intact, blocked the Germanic road 
to the Orient. It had been the Austro-German expecta- 
tion that the Balkan War would destroy Serbia as a 
nation — that Turkey would simply annihilate Xing 
Peter's forces. This was precisely what the Germanic 
plans demanded, and for this reason Austria and Ger- 
many did nothing to prevent the Balkan wars. But 
the result was exactly the reverse, for out of the conflict 
arose a stronger Serbia than ever, standing firm like a 
breakwater against the Germanic flood. 

Most historians agree that the Treaty of Bucharest 
made inevitable this war. I have the Marquis Palla- 
vicini's evidence that this was likewise the opinion of 
Francis Joseph himself. The audience at which the 
Emperor made this statement was held in May, more 
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than a month b^ore the asaassination of the Grand 
Duke. Clearly, therefore, we have the Austrian Em- 
peror's assurances that the war would have come 
irrespective of the assassination at Sarajevo. It is 
quite apparent that this crime merely served aa the 
convenient pretext for the war upon which the Central 
Empires had already decided. 
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CHAPTER Vn 

GEBHANT'S plans fob new TBBRITORIG3, COALXSQ 
STATIONS. AND INDEMNITIES 

A LL through that eventful August and September 
J-\ Wangenheim continued his almost irr^poiisible 
* -^ behaviour — ^now blandly boastful, now de- 
{H%saed, always nervous and high strung, ingratiathig 
to an American like myself, spiteful and petty toward 
the representatives of the enemy powers. He was 
always displaying his anxiety and impatience by sitting 
on the bench, that he might be within two or three 
minutes* quicker access to the wireless communicaticms 
that were sent him from Berlin via the Coreocado. 
He would never miss an opportunity to spread the 
news of victories; several times he adopted the unusual 
course of coming to my house unannounced, to tell 
me of the latest developments, and to read me extracts 
from messages which he had just received. He was 
always apparently frank, direct, and even indiscreet, 
I remembo- his great distress the day that England 
declared war. Wangenheim had always professed a 
great admiration for Eni^and and, especially, for Amer- 
ica. "There are only three great countries," he 
would say over and over agiun, "Germany, England, 
and the United States. We three should get together; 
then we could rule the world." This enthusiasm for 
the British Empire now suddenly cooled when that 
power decided to defend ha* treaty pledges and declared 
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war. Wangenheim had said that the conflict would 
be a short one and that Sedan Day would be 
celebrated in Paris. But on August 0th, I called at his 
embassy and found him more than usually agitated 
and serious. Baroness Wangenheim, a tall, handsome 
woman, was sitting in the room reading h^ mother's 
memoirs of the war of 1870. Both regarded the news 
from England as almost a perscoial grievance, and what 
tmi^eased me most was Wang^iheim's utter failure 
to understand England's motives. "It's mighty poor 
politics on her part ! " he exclaimed over and over again. 
EGs attitude was precisely the same as that of Beth- 
mann-HoIlweg with the "scrap of paper." 

I was out for a stroll on August 26th, and lu^pened 
to meet the German Ambassador. He began to talk 
as usual about the German victories in France,^repeat- 
ing, as was now his habit, his prophecy that the German 
armies would be in Paris within a week. The deciding 
factor in this war, he added, would be the Kruj^ ar- 
tillery. "And remember that this time," he said, 
"we are making war. And we shall make it riieksicH' 
slot (without any consideration). We shall not be 
hampered as we were in 1870. Then Queen Victoria, 
the Czar, and Francis Joseph interfered and persuaded 
us to spare Paris. But there b no one to interfere now. 
We shall move to Berlin all the Parisian art treasures 
that belong to the state, just as Napoleon took Italian 
art works to France." 

It is quite evident that the battle of the Mame saved 
Paris from the fate of Louvain. 

So confidently did Wangenheim expect an immediate 
victory that he began to discuss the terms of peace. 
Germany would demand of France, he said, ^ter de- 
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feating her armies, that she completely demobilize 
and pay an indemnity. "France now," said Wan- 
, g^iheim, "can settle for $5,000,000,000; but if she 
persifrts in continuing the war, she will have to pay 
$20,000,000,000." 

He told me that Germany would demand harbours 
and coaling stations "everywhere." At that time, 
judging from Wangenheim''s statements, Germany 
was not looking so much for new territory as for great 
commercial advantages. She was determined to be 
the great merchant nation, and for this she must have 
free harbours, the Bagdad railroad, and extaisive 
rights in South America and Africa. Wangenheim said 
that Germany did not desire any more territory in 
which the populations did not speak German, for they 
had had all of that kind of trouble they wanted in 
Alsace-Lorraine, Poland, and other non-German coun- 
tries. This statement certainly sounds interesting 
now in view of recent happenings in Russia. He 
did not mentirai England in speaking of Germany's 
demand for coaling stations and harbours; he must 
have had England in mind, however, for what other 
nation could have given them to Germany "every- 
where?" 

All these conversations were as illuminating to me as 
WangMiheim's revelation of the conference of July 5th. 
That episode clearly proved that Germany had con- 
sciously started the war, while these grandiose schemes, 
as outlined by this very able but somewhat talkative 
ambassador, showed the reasons that had impelled 
her in this great enterprise. Wangoiheim gave me a 
complete picture of the German Empire embarking 
on a great buccaneering expedition, in which the 
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spoils of success were to be the accumulated riches of 
her neighbours and the world position which their 
skni and industry had built up through the cen- 
turies. 

If England attempted to starve Germany, said 
'Wangenheim, Germany's response would be a simple 
one: she would starve France. At that time, we must 
remember, GermaiQ^ expected to have Paris within a 
week, and she believed that this would ultimately give 
hex control of the whole coxmtiy. It was evidently 
the German plan, as understood by Wangenheim, 
to hold this nation as a pawn for England's behaviour, 
a kind of hostage on a gigantic scale. In that case, 
should England gain any military advantage, Germany 
would attempt to counter-attack by torturing the whole 
French people. At that moment German soldios 
were murdering innocent Belgians in return for the ■ 
alleged misbehaviour of other Belgians, and evidently 
Germany had planned to apply this principle to whole 
nati(»i3 as well as to individuals. 

All through this and other talks, Wangraiheim showed 
the greatest animosity to Russia. 

"We've got our foot on Russia's com," he said, 
"and we propose to keep it there." 

By this he must have meant that Germany bad sent 
the Goeben and the Breslau through the Dardanelles and 
thatbythatmaster-strokeBhecontrolled Constantinople. 
The old Byzantine capital, said Wangenheim, was the 
prize which a victorious Russia would demand, and 
her lack of an all-the-year-round port in warm waters 
was Russia's tender spot — her "com." At this time 
Wangenheim boasted that Germany had 174 German 
gunn^s at the Dardanelles, that the strait coidd be 
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closed in less tlian thirty minutes, and that Souchon, 
the German admiral, had infonned him that the strait 
was impregnable. "We shall not dose the Darda- 
nelles, however," he said, "iinless England attacks 
them." 

At that time England, although she had dedared 
war on Giennany, had played no conspicuous part in 
the military operations; her "contemptible httle army" 
was TTiftlring its heroic retreat from Mons. Wangen- 
heim entirely discounted England as an enemy. It 
was the German intention, he said, to place their big 
guns at Calais, and throw their shells across the English 
Channel to the English coast towns; that Germany 
would not have Calais within the next ten days did 
not occur to him as a possibility. In this and other 
conversations at about the same time Wangenheim 
laughed at the idea that England could create a large 
independent army. "Hie idea is preposterous," he 
said. "It takes generations of militarism to produce 
anything like the German army. We have been build- 
ing it up for two hundred years. It takes thirty years of 
constant training to produce such generals as we have. 
Our army will always maintain its organization. We 
have 500,000 recruits reaching military age every year 
and we cannot possibly lose that number annually, so 
that OUT army will be kept intact." 

A few we«Jcs later civilization was outraged by the 
German bombardment of English coast towns, such as 
Scarborough and Hartlepool. This was no sudden 
German inspiration, but part of their carefully con- 
sidered plans. Wangenheim told me, on September 
6, 1914, that Germany intended to bombard ail English 
harbours, so as to stop the food suf^Iy. It is also ap~ 
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parent that (xoman ruthleasness agaiiut American sea 
trade was no suddoi decision of Von Tirpitz, for, on this 
same date* the German Ambassador to Constantinc^le 
warned me that it would be very dangerous for the 
United States to send ships to England! 
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CHAPTER Vm 

A CLASSIC INSTANCE OF GERMAN PROPAGANDA 

IN I'HOSE August and September days GermAuy had 
DO intention of precipitating Turkey immediatdy 
into the war. As I then had a deep interest in 
the welfare of the Turkish people and in mamtaining 
peace, I telegraphed Washington asking if I might 
use my iofluence to keep Turkey neutral. I received a 
reply that I might do this provided that I made my 
representations unofficially and purely upon humani- 
tarian groimds. As the English and the French am- 
bassadors were exerting all their efforts to keep Turkey 
out of the war, I knew that my intervention in the same 
interest would not displease the British Government. 
Germany, however, might regard any interference on 
my part as an unneutral act, and I asked Wangenheim 
if there would be any objection from that source. 

His reply somewhat surprised me, though I saw 
through it soon afterward. "Not at all," he said. 
"Germany desires, above all, that Turkey shall remain 
neutral." 

Undoubtedly Turkey's policy at that moment pre- 
cisely fitted in with German plans. Wangenheim was 
steadily increasing his ascendancy over the Turkish 
Cabinet, and Tiurkey was then pursuing the course that 
best served the German aims. Her policy was keeping 
the Entente on tenterhooks; it never knew from day to 
day wb^e Turkey stood, whether she would remain 
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neutral or enter the war on Germany's side. Because 
Turku's attitude was so uncertain. Russia was com- 
pelled to keep large forces in the Caucasus, England 
was obliged to strengthen her forces in Egypt and 
India, and to maintain a considerable fleet at the mouth 
of the Dardanelles. All this worked in beautifully 
with Germany's plans, for these detached forces just 
so much weakened En^aad and Russia on the Euro- 
pean battle front. I am now speaking of the period 
just before the Mame, when Germany expected to de- 
feat France and Russia with the aid of her ally, Austria, [ 
and thus obtain a victory that would have enabled her 
to dictate the future of Europe. Should Turk^' at that 
time be actually engaged in military operations, she 
could do no more toward bringing about thia victory 
than die was doing now, by keeping considerable Rus- 
sian and En^ish forces away from the most important 
fronts. But should Germany win this easy victory with , 
Turkey's aid, she nught find her new ally an embar- 
rassment. Turkey would certainly demand compen- 
sation and she would not be particularly modest in her 
demands, which most likely woiUd include the full con- 
trol of Egypt and perhaps the return of Balkan terri- 
tories. Such readjuatments would have interfered with 
the KaisCT's plans. Thus he had no interest in hav- 
ing Turkey as an active ally, except in the event 
that he did not speedily win his anticipated triumph. 
But if Russia should make great progress against 
Austria, then Turkey's active alliance would have 
great value, especially if her entry should be so 
timed as to bring in Bulgaria and Runuuua as allies. 
Meanwhile, Wangenheim was playing a waiting game, 
making Turkey a potential German adly, strengthening 



lized by Google 



08 AMBASSADOR MORGENTHAITS STORY 

her army and her navy, and preparing to use her, when- 
ever the moment arrived for using her to the best ad- 
vantage. If Germany could not win the war without 
Turkey's aid, Germany was prepared to take her in as an 
ally; if she could win without Turkey, then she would 
not have to pay the Turk for his cotiperation. Mean- 
while, the sensible course was to keep her prepared in case 
the Turkish forces became essential to G^erman success. 

The duel that now took place between Gennany and 
the Entente for Turkey's favour was a most unequal 
one. The fact was that Germany had won the vic- 
tory when she smugged the Ooeben and the BrMUm 
into the Sea of Mannora. The English, French, and 
Russian ambassadors well understood this, and they 
knew that they could not make Turkey an active 
ally of the Entente; they probably had no desire to 
do so, but they did hope that they might Ireep her 
neutral. To this end they now directed all their ef- 
ftnta. " You have had enough of war," they would tell 
Talaat and Enver. "You have fought two wars in 
the last four years; you will ruin your country abso- 
lutely if you get involved in tliis one." The Entente 
had only one consideration to o£Fer Turkey for her neu- 
trality, and this was an offer to guarantee the integrity 
of the Ottoman Empire. The Entente mnbassadors 
showed their great desire to keep Turkey out of the 
war by their disinclination to press to the limit their 
case against the Brealau and the Goehen. It is true 
that they repeatedly protested against the continued 
presence of these ships, but every time the Turldsh 
officials maintained that they were Turldsh vessels. 

"If that is so," Sir Louis Mallet would urge, and 
his argument was unassailable, "why don't you re- 
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move the German officers and crews?" That was the 
intention, the Grand Vizier would answer; the Turkish 
crews that had been sent to man the ships which had 
been built in England, he would say, were returning to 
Turic^ and they would be put on board the Ooeben 
and the Brealau as soon as they reached Constantinc^le. 
But days and weeks went by; these crews came home, 
and still Germany manned and ofBcered the eruiscrs. 
Hiese backings and fillings naturally did not deceive the 
British and French foreign offices. The presoice of 
the Go^mi and the Brealau was a standing catua btUi, 
but the Entente ambassadors did not demand their 
passports, fat such an act would have precipitated the 
veiy crisis which they were seeking to delay, and, if pos- 
sble, to avoid — Turkey's entrance as Germany's ally. 
Unhappily the Entente's promise to guarantee Turkey's 
int^rity did not win Turkey to their side. 

"They promised that we should not be dismem- 
bered after the Balkan wars," Talaat would tell me, 
"and see what happened to European Turkey then." 

Wangenheim constantly harped upon this fact. 
"You can't trust anything they say," he would tell 
Talaat and Enver, "didn't they all go back on you a 
year ago?" And then with great clevCTness he would 
play upon the only emotion which really actuates the < 
Turk. The descendants of Osman hardly resemble 
any people I have ever known. They do not hate,! 
they do not love; they have no lasting animosities or 
affections. They only fear. And naturally they at- 
tribute to others the motives which regulate their own 1 
ccatduct. _ "How stupid you are," Wangenheim would \ 
tell Talaat and Env^, discussing the English attitude. 
"Don't you see why the English want you to keep out? 

839055 



100 AMBASSADOR MORGENTBAU'S STORY 

It is because they fear you. Don't you see that, with 
the help of Germany, you have again become a great 
tnilitaiy power? No wonder England doesn't want to 
fight you ! " He dinned this so continually in their ears 
that they finally believed it, for this argument not only 
completely explained to them the attitude of the En- 
tente, but it flattered Turkish pride. 

Whatever may have been the attitude of Enver and 
Talaat, I think that England and France were more 
popular with aJl classes in Turkey than was Gennaay. 
The Sultan was opposed to war; the heir ai^>arent, 
Youssouff Isaeddin, was openly pro-Ally; the Grand 
Vizier, Said Halim, favoured England rather than Ger- 
many; Djemal, the third member of the ruling trium- 
virate, had the reputation of being a Francophile — ^he 
had recently returned from Paris, where the reception 
he had received had greatly flattered him; a majority 
of the Cabinet had no enthusiasm for Goroany; and 
public opinion, so far aa public opinion existed in Tur- 
key, regarded England, not Germany, as Turkey's his- 
toric friend. Wangenheim, therefore, had much opposi- 
tion to overcome, and the methods which he took to 
break it down form a classic illustration of German 
propaganda. He started a lavish publicity campaign 
against England, France, and Russia. I have de- 
scribed the feelings of the Turks at losing their ships 
in England. Wangenheim's agents now filled columns 
of purchased space in the newspapers with bitter at- 
tada on England for taking over these vessels. The 
whole Turkish press rapidly passed under the control 
of Germany. Wangenheim purchased the Ikdam, one 
of the largest Turkish newspapers, which immediately 
began to sing the praises of Germany and to abuse the 
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Entente. The Osmanischer Lloyd, published m French 
and German, became an organ of the German Em- 
bassy. Although the Turkish Constitution guaran- 
teed a free press, a censorship was established in t!ie in- 
terest of the Central Powers. All Turkish editors were 
ordered to write in Germany's favour and they obeyed 
instructions. The Jeune Turc, a pro-Entente news- 
paper, printed in French, was suppressed. The Turk- 
ish papers exaggerated German victories and com- 
pletely manufactured others: they were constantly 
printing the news of Ent^ite defeats, most of them 
wholly imaginary. In the evening Wangaiheim and 
Fallavicini would show me ofificial telegrams giving 
the details of military operations, but when, in the 
morning, I would look in the newspapers^ I would find 
that this news had been twisted or falsified in Ger- 
many's favour. A certain Baron Oppenheim travelled 
all ov^ Turkey manufacturing public opinion against 
England and France. Ostensibly he was an archaeolo- 
gist, while in reahty he opened offices everywhere from 
which issued streams of slander against the Entente. 
Huge maps were pasted on walls, showing all the terri- 
tOTy which Turkey had lost in the course of a century. 
Russia was portrayed as the nation chiefiy responsible 
for these "robberies," and attention was drawn to the 
fact that England had now become Russia's ally. Pic- 
tures were published, showing the grasping powers 
of the Entente as rapacious animals, snatching at 
poor Turkey. Enver was advertised &s the "hero" 
who had recovered Adrianople; (jiermany was pictured 
as Turkey's friend; the Kaiser suddenly becune "Hadji 
WiQielm," the great protector of Islam, and stories 
were even printed that he had become a convert to 
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Mohammedanism. * He Turkish popuktce was in- 
fonned that the Moslems of Lidia and of Egypt were 
about to revolt and throw off their English "tyrants." 
He Turkish man-on-the-street was taught to say, "Gott 
Strafe England," and all the time the motive power of 
this infamous campaign was German money. 

But Germany was doing more than poisoning the 
Turkish mind; she was appropriating Turkey's military 
resources. I hare abeady described how, in January, 
3914, the Kaiser had taken over the Turkish army and 
rehabilitated it in preparation for the European war. 
He now proceeded to do the same thing with the Turk- 
ish navy, la August, Wangenheim boasted to me 
that, "We now control both the Turkbh army and 
navy." At the time the God)en. and Breslau arrived, 
an English mission, headed by Admiral limpus, was 
hard at work restoring the Turkish navy. Soon after- 
ward Limpus and his associates were unceremoniously 
dismissed; the manner of their going was really dis- 
graceful, for not even the most ordinary courtesies w^e 
shown them. The English naval officers quietly and 
unobsCTvedly left Constantinople for England — all 
except the Admiral himself, who had to remain longer 
because of lus daughter's illness. 

Night after night whole carloads of Germans landed 
at Constantinople from B^lin; the a^regations to the 
population finally amounted to 3,800 men, most of 
them sent to man the Turkish navy and to manufacture 
ammunition. They filled the caffe every night, and 
they paraded the streets of Constantinople in the small 
hours of the morning, howling and singing German pa- 
triotic songs. Many of them were skilled mechanics, 
who immediately went to work repairing the destroyers 
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and other ships and putting them in shape for war. 
The British firm of Armstrong & Vickers had a 8{^eQdid 
dock in Constantinople, and this the Germans now 
af^avpriated. All day and night we could hear this 
work going on and we could hardly sleep because of the 
hubbub of riveting and hammering. Wangenheim 
now found another opportunity for instilling more poi- 
son into the minds of Enver, Talaat, and Djemal. The 
German workers, he declared, had found that the Turk- 
ish ships were in a desperate state of disrepair, and for 
this he naturally blamed the English naval mission. 
He said that England had deliberately let the Turkish 
navy go to decay and he asserted that thiswas all a 
part of England's plot to ruin Turkey! "Look!" he 
would exclaim, "see what we Germans have done for 
the Turkish army, and see what the English have done 
for your ships!" As a matter of fact, all this was un- 
true, for Admiral Limpus had worked hard and con- 
scientiously to imiHwe the navy and had accomplished 
excell^it results in that direction. 

All this time the Germans were working at the Dar- 
danelles, seeking to strengthen the fortifications, and pre- 
paring for a possible Allied attack. As S^temb^ 
lengthened into October, the Sublime Porte practically 
ceased to be the headquarters c^ the Ottoman Empire. 
I really think that the most influential seat of authority 
at that time was a German merchant ship, the General. 
It was moored in the Golden Horn, at the Galata 
Bridge, and a permanent stairway had been built, 
leading to its deck. I knew well one of the most fre- 
quent visitors to this ship, an American who used to 
come to the embassy and entertain me with storiei 
of what was going on. 
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The Oeneral, this Americannow inf onned me, was prac- 
tically a German club or hotel. The officers of the 
Goeben and the Breslau and other German officers who 
had been sent to command the Tm-ldah ships ate and 
slept on board. Admiral Souchon, who had brought 
the German cniisera to Constantinople, presided over 
these gatherings. Souchon was a man of French Hugue- 
not extraction; he was a short, dapper, clean-cut sailor, 
very energetic and alert, and to the German passion 
for command and thoroughness he added much of the 
Gallic geniality and buoyancy. Naturally he gave 
much liveliness to the evening parties on the Oenercd, 
and the beer and champagne which were Hb^ally 
dispensed on these occasions loosened the tongues of 
his fellow officers. Their conversation showed that 
they entertained no illusions as to who really controlled 
the Turkish navy. Night after night their impatience 
for action grew; they kept declarmg that, if Turkey did 
not presently attack the Russians, they would force her 
to do so. They would relate how they had sent Ger- 
man ships into the Black Sea, in the hope of provoldng 
the Russian fleet to some action that would make war 
inevitable. Toward the end of October my friend 
told me that hostihties could not much longer be 
avoided; the Turkish fleet had been fitted for action, 
everything was ready, and the impetuosity of these 
hriegahislige German officers could not much longa* 
be restrained. 

"They are just like a lot of boys with chips on their 
shouldo^l They are simply sxtoiliog for a fight!" he 
said. 
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CHAPTER IX 

GEBMANT CLOSES THE DAItDANELLES AND SO SEPARATES 
BU8SIA FBOH HER ALLIES 

ON SEPTEMBER 27th, Sir Louis Mallet, the 
British Ambassador, entered my office in a 
considerably disturbed state of mind. The 
Khedive of Egypt had just left me, and I began to 
talk to Sir Louis about Egyptian matters. 

"Let's discuss that some other time," he said. "I 
have something far more important to tell you. They 
have closed the Dardanelles." 

By "they" he meant, of course, not the Turkish Gov- 
ernment, the only power which had the legal right to 
take this drastic step, but the actual ruling powers in 
Turkey, the Germans. Sir Louis had good reason for 
bringing me this piece of news, since this was an out- 
rage against the United Stated as well as against the 
Alliea. He asked me to go with him and make a joint 
protest. I suggested, however, that it would be better 
for ua to act separately and I immediately started for 
the house of the Grand Vizier. 

When I antved a cabinet conference was in session. 
and, as I sat in the anteroom, I could hear several voices 
in excited discussion. Among them all I could distinctly 
distinguish the familiar tones of Talaat, Enver, Djavid, 
the Minister of Finance, and other members of the 
GroTemment. It was quite plain, from all that I could 
overhear throu^ the ihin partitions, that these nomi- 
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nal rulers of Turkey were almost as exasperated over 
the closmg as were Sir Louis Mallet and mysdf. 

TTie Grand Vizier came out in answer to my request. 
He presented a pitiable sight. He was, in title at 
least, the most important official of the Turkish Grov- 
emment, the mouthpiece of the Sultan himself, yet 
now he presented a picture <^ abject helplessness and 
fear. His face was blanched and he was trembling 
from head to foot. He was so overcome by his emo- 
tions that he could hardly speak; when I a^ed him 
whether the news was true that the Dardandles had 
been dosed, he finally stammered out that it was. 

"You know this means war," I said, and I protested 
as strongly as I could in the name of the United States. 

All the time that we w&x talking I could hear the 
loud tones of Talaat and his associates in the interior 
apartment. The Grand Vizier excused himsdf and 
went back into the room. He thai sent out Djavid 
to discuss the matter with ine. 

"It's all a surprise to us," were Djavid's first words — 
this statement being a complete admission that the 
Cabinet had had nothing to do with it. I repeated 
that the United States would not submit to closing the 
Dardanelles; Turkey was at peace, the Sultan had no 
legal right to shut tJie str^t to merdiant ships except 
in ease of war. I said that an American ship, laden 
with supplies and stores for the American Embassy, 
was outside at that moment waiting to come in. Dja- 
vid suffiested that I have this vessel unload hw cargo 
at Smyrna: the Turkish Government, he obligingly 
added, would pay the cost of transporting it overland 
to Constantinople. This proposal, of course, was a ri- 
diculous evasion of the issue and I brushed it aside. 
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Djavid then said that the Cabinet proposed to inves- 
tigate the matter; that, in fact, they were discussing 
it at that moment. He told me how it had happened. 
A Turkish torpedo boat had passed through the Darda- 
nelles and attempted to enter the ^gean. The British 
warships stationed outside hailed the ship, examined 
it, and found that there were German sailors on board. 
The English Admiral at once ordered the vessel to go 
back; this, under the circumstances, he had a right 
to do. Weber Pasha, the German general who was 
then in charge of the fortifications, did not consult 
the Turks but immediately gave ord^^ to close the 
strait. Wangenheim had already boasted to me, as 
I have said, that the Dardanelles could be closed in 
thirty minutes and the Germans now made good his 
words. Down went the mines and the nets; the lights 
in the lighthouses were extinguished; signals were put 
up, notifying all ships that there was "no thorough- 
fare" and the deed, the most high-handed which the 
Germans had yet committed, was done. And here I 
found these Turkish statesmen, who alone had author- 
ity over this indispensable strip of water, trembling 
and stammering with fear, running hither and yon like 
a lot of frightened rabbits, appalled at the enormity 
of the German act, yet apparently powerless to take any 
decisive action. I certainly had a graphic picture of 
the extremities to which Teutonic bullying had re- 
duced the present rulers of the Turldsh Empire. And 
at the same moment before my mind rose the figure of 
the Sultan, whose signature was essential to close 
legtdly these waters, quietly dozing at his palace, entirely 
oblivious of the whole transaction. 

Though Djavid informed me that the Cabinet 
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might decide to reopen the Dardanelles, it did not do 
so. This great passageway has now remained closed for 
more than four years, from September 27, 1914. I saw, 
of course, precisely what this action signified. That 
month of September had been a disillusioning one for 
the Germans. The French had beaten back the inva- 
sion and had driven the German armies to raitrench- 
m^ts along the Aisne. The Russians were sweeping 
triumphantly through Galicia; already they had cap- 
tured Lemberg and it seemed not improbable that 
they would soon cross the Carpathians into Austria- 
Hungary. In those days Pallavidni, the Austrian 
Ambassador, was a discouraged, lamentable figure. 
He confided to me his fears lor the future, telling me 
that the German programme of a short, decisive war 
had clearly failed and that it was now quite evident 
that Germany could win, if she could win at ali. 
which was exceedingly doubtful, only after a protracted 
struggle. I have described how Wangenheim, while 
preparing the Turkish army and navy for any eventual- 
ities, was simply holding Tiu-key in his hand, intending 
actively to use her forces only in case Germany failed 
to crush France and Russia in the first campaign. Now 
that that failure was manifest, Wangenheim was in- 
structed to use the Turkish Empire as an active ally. 
Hitherto, this nation of 20,000,000 had been a passive 
partner, held back by Wangenheim until Germany had 
decided that it would be necessary to pay the price of 
letting her into the war as a real participant. Ilie time 
had come when Germany needed the Turkish army, 
and the outward sign that the situation had changed 
was the closing of the Dardanelles. Thus Wangen- 
heim had accomphshed the task for which he had been 
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working, and in this act Itad fittingly crowned his 
achievement of bringing in the Goehen and the Breslau. 
Few Americans realize, even to-day, what an over- 
whelming influence this act wielded upon future military 
operations. Yet the fact that the war has lasted for 
so many years is eiq>lained by this closing of the Dar- 
danelles. 

For this is the element in the situation that separated 
Russia from her allies, that, in less than a year, led to 
her defeat and collapse, which, in turn, was the reason 
why the Russian revolution became possible. The map 
discloses that this enormous land of Russia has just 
four ways of reaching the seas. ' One is by way of the 
Baltic, and this the German fleet had already closed. 
Another is Archangel, on the Arctic Ocean, a port which 
is frozen over several months in the year, and which 
connects with the heart of Russia only by a long, 
single-track railroad. .Another is the Pacific port of 
Vladivostok, also ice bound for three months, which 
in connection with Russia only by the thin line of the Si- 
erian railway, 5,000 miles long. The fourth passage was 
that of the Dardanelles; in fact, this was the only practic- 
able one. This was the narrow gate through which the 
surplus products of 175,000,000 people reached Europe, 
and nine tenths of aU Russian exports and imports had 
gone this way for years. By suddenly closing it, Ger- 
many destroyed Russia both as an economic and a 
military power. By shutting of! the exports of Russian 
grain, she derived Russia of the financial power es- 
sential to successful warfare. What was perhaps even 
more fatal, she prevented England and France from 
getting mimitions to the Russian battle front in suf- 
ficient quantity to stem the German onslaught. As 
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soon as the DardaneUea was closed, Russia had to 
{all back on Archangel aod Vladivostok for such sup- 
plies as she could get from these ports. The cause <A 
the military collapse of Russia in 1915 is now well 
known; the soldiers simply had no ammunition with 
whichtofight. The first half of the year 1918 Germany 
spent in an unsuccessful attempt to drive a " wedge" be- 
tween the French and English armies on the western 
front; to separate one ally from another and so obtain 
a position where she could attack each one separatdy. 
Yet the task of undoing the Franco-Russian treaty, and 
driving such a "wedge" between Russia and her west- 
^em associates, proved to have been an easy one. It 
was simply a matter, as I have described, of controlling 
a coiTupt and d^enerate government, getting posses- 
sion, while she was still at peace, of her main executives, 
her army, her navy, her resources, and then, at the 
proper moment, ignoring the nominal rulers and dosing 
a little strip of water about twenty miles long and two 
or three wide! It did not cost a single human life or 
the firing of a single gun, yet, in a twinkling, Ger- 
many accomphshed what probably three million men, 
opposed to a well-equipped Russian force, could not 
have brought to pass. It was one of the most dramatic 
military triumphs of the war, and it was all the work of 
German propaganda, German penetration, and German 
diplomacy. 

In the days following this bottling up of Russia, the 
Bosphorus began to look like a harbour which has been 
suddenly stricken with the plague. Hundreds of ships 
arrived from Russia, Rumania, and Bulgaria, loaded 
with grain, lumber, and other products, only to discover 
that they could go no farther. There were not docks 
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enough to accommodate them, and th6y had to swing out 
into the stream, drop anchor, and await developments. 
The waters were a cluster of masts and smoke stacks, and 
the crowded vesseb becune so dense that a motor boat 
had difficulty in picking its way through the tangled 
forest. The Turks held out hopes that they might 
reopen the water way, and for this reason these vessels, 
constantly increasing in number, waited patiently for a 
month or so. Then one by one they turned aromid, 
pointed their noses toward the Black Sea, and lugubri- 
ously started for their home ports. In a few weeks the 
Bosphorus and adjoining waters bad become a desolate 
waste. What for years had been one of the most ani- 
mated shipping ports in the world, was ruffled only by 
an occasional launch, or a tiny Tiurkish caique, or now 
and then a little sailing vessel. And for an accurate 
idea <^ what this meant, from a military standpoint, we 
need only call to mind the Russian battle front in the 
nest year. There the peasants were fighting German 
artillery with their unprotected bodies, having few rifles 
and few heavy guns, while mountains of useless am- 
munition were piling up in their distant Arctic and 
Fadfic ports, with no railroads to take them to the 
field (rf action. 
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CHAPTER X 

TUBKIT'B abrogation of the CAPITUIATIONB — E2*VEK 

LITING IN A PALACE, WITH PLENTT OF 

MONET AND AN IMPEBIAL BBIDE 

ANOTHER question, which had been under 
iJL discussion for several months, now became in- 
■^ ^ volved in the Turkish international situation. 
That was the matter of the capitulations. These were 
the treaty rights which for centuries had regulated the 
position of foreigners in the Turkish Empire. Turkey 
had never been admitted to a complete equality with 

I European nations, and in reality she had never beat 
an independent sovereignty. The Sultan's laws and 
customs differed so radically from those <^ Eur<4>e and 
America that no non-Moslem country could tlunk of 
submitting its citizens in Turkey to them. In many 
matters, therefore, the prindple of ex-territoriality 
had always prevailed in favour of all citizens or sub- 
jects of countries enjoying capitulatory rights. Almost 
all European countries, as well as the United States, for 
c^ituries had bad their own consular courts and prisons 
in which they tried and punished crimes which their 
nationals committed in Turkey. We all had our schoob, 
whicli were subject, not to Turkish law and protection, 
but to that (rf the country which maintained them. Thus 
Robert College and the Constantinople College for Wo- 
men, those wonderful institutions which American phi- 
lanthropy has erected on the Bosphorus, as wdl as hun- 
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dreda <i American religious, charitable, and educational 
institutions, practically stood on American territory and 
looked upon the American Embassy as their guardian. 
Several nations had their own post offices, as they 
did not care to submit their mail to the Ottoman postal 
s^vice. Turkey likewise did not have unlimited power 
tA taxation over fordgners. It could not even increase 
their custfons taxes without the consent o£ the foreign 
powers. In 1914 it could impose only 11 per cent, in 
tari£F dues, and was attempting to secure the right to 
increase the amount to 14. We have always r^arded 
En^and as the only free-trade country, overlooking 
the fact that this limitation in Turkey's customs dues 
had practically made the Ottoman Empire an unwilling 
follower of Cobden. Turkey was thus prohibited by 
the Powers from developing any industries of her own; 
instead, she was forced to take large quantities of in- 
ferior articles from Europe. Against these restrictions 
Turkish statesmen had protested for years, declaring 
that they omstituted an insult to their pride as a nation 
and also interfered with their progress. However, 
the agreement was a bi-Iateral one. and Turkey could 
not change it without the consent of all the contracting 
powers. Yet certainly the present moment, ^en 
both the Ent^ite and the Central Powers were culti- 
vating Turkey, served to furnish a valuable opportunity 
to make the change. And so, as soon as the Germans 
had b^un their march toward Paris, the air was 
filled with reports that Turkey intended to abn^te 
the Capitulations. Rumour said that Germany had 
consented, as part of the ctxisideration for Turkic aid in 
the war, and that England had agreed to the abrogation, 
as part of her payment for Turkish n«itrality. Nether 
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of these reports was true. Vklxai was manifest, how- 
ever, was the panic which the mere suggestion of ahro- 
gation produced on the foreign population. The idea 
of becoming subject to the Turkish laws and perhi^ 
being thrown into Turkish prisons made their fiesh 
creep — and with good reason. 

About this time I had a long conference with Enver. 
He asked me to call at his residence, as he was laid up 
with an infected toe, the result of a surgical opo^tion. 
I thus had an illuminating glimpse of the Minister of 
War en familU. Certainly this humble man of the 
people had risen in the world. His house, which was 
in one of the quietest and most aristocratic parts of 
the city, was a splendid old building, very lai^ and 
very elaborate. I was ushered through a series of four 
or five halls, and as I went by one door the Imperial 
Princess, Eaver's wife, slightly opened it and peeked 
through at me. Farther on another Turkish lady 
c^Kaied her door and also obtained a fleeting glimpse 
of the Ambassadorial figure. I was finally escorted 
into a beautiful room in which Enver lay reclining on a 
semi-sofa. He had on a long silk dressing gown and 
his stockinged feet hung languidly over the edge of the 
divan. He looked much younger than in his uniform; 
he was an extremely neat and well-groomed object. 
with a pale, smooth face, made even more striking by 
his blade hair, and with delicate white hands, and long, 
tapping fingers. He might easily have passed for 
under thirty, and, in fact, he was not much over that 
age. He had at hand a violin, and a piano near by 
also teatiSed to his musical taste. The room WM 
splendidly tapestried; perhaps its most con^icuoos 
feature was a dais upon which stood a golden chair; 
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tliis was the marriage throne of Enver's imperial wife. 
As I glanced around at all this luxury, I must admit 
that a few uncharitable thoughts came to mind and 
that I could not help pondering a question which was 
then being generally asked in Constantinople. Where 
did Enver get the money for this expensive establish- 
ment? He had no fortune of his own — his parents had 
been wretchedly poor, and his salary as a cabinet minis- 
ter was only about $8,000. His wife had a moderate 
allowance as an imperial princess, but she had no private 
resources. Enver had never engaged in business, he had 
been a revolutionist, military leader, and politician all 
his life. But here he was living at a rate that demanded 
a very large income. In other ways Enver was giving 
evidaices of great and sudden prosperity, and already 
I had heard much of his investments in real estate, 
which were the talk of the town. 

Enver wished to discuss the capitulations. He 
practically said that the Cabinet had decided on the 
abrogation, and he wished to know the attitude of the 
United States. He added that certainly a coimtry 
which had fought for its independence as we had would 
sympathize with Turkey's attempt to shake off these 
shackles. We had helped Japan free herself from simi- 
lar burdens and woiddn't we now help Turkey? Cer- 
tainly Turkey was as civilized a nation as Japan? 

I answered that I thought that the United States 
might consent to abandon the capitulations lq so far 
as they were economic. It was my opinion that Turkey 
should control her customs duties and be permitted to 
. levy the aame taxes oo foreigners as <m her own dti- 
zena. So long as the Turkish courts and Turkish 
prisons maintained their present standards, however* 
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we could never agree to give up the judicial capitula- 
tions. Turkey should reform the abuses of her courts; 
- then, after they had established European ideas in the 
administration of justice, the matter could be discussed. 
Enver replied that Turkey would be willing to have 
mixed tribunals and to have the United States designate 
some of the judges, but I suggested that, inasmuch as 
American judges did not know the Turkish language 
or Turkish law. his scheme involved great practical 
difficulties. I also told him that the American schools 
and colleges were veiy dear to Americans, and that 
we would never consent to subjecting them to Turkish 
jurisdictioD. 

Despitetheprotestsof all the ambassadors, the Cabinet 
issued its notification that the cajHtulations would be ab- 
rogated on October 1st. This abrogation was all a part 
of the Young Turks' plan to free themselves from foreign 
tutelage and to create a new country on the basis of 
"Turkey for the Turks." It represented, as I shall 
show, what was the central point of Turkish policy, not 
only in the empire's relations to foreign powers, but to 
her subject peoples. England's position on this ques- 
tion was about the same as our own; the British Govern- 
ment would consent to the modification of the econranic 
restrictions, but not the others. Wangenheim was 
greatly disturbed, and I think that his foreign office 
reprimanded him for letting the abrogation take place, 
because he blandly asked me to announce that I was 
the reqmndble person! As October 1st approached, the 
foieigners in Turkey were in a high state of ai^oehen- 
non. Ihe Dardanelles had been closed, shutting them 
off from Europe, and now they felt that they were to 
be left to the mercy of Turldsh courts and Turkish 
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paaaoB. laasDiuch as it was the habit in Turkish 
prisotu to herd the innocent with the guilty, and to 
place in the same room with murderers, people who 
had been charged, with minor offenses, but not convicted 
of them, and to baatinado recalcitrant witnesses, the 
fears of the foreign residoits may well be imagined. 
Hie educational institutions were also apprehensive, and 
in their interest I now appealed to Enver. He assured 
me that the Turks had no hostile intention toward 
Americans. I replied that he should show in unmis- 
takable fashion that Americans would not be harmed. 

"All right," he answered. "T\Tiat would you 
suggest?" 

"Why not ostentatiously visit Robert College on 
October lst> the day the capitulations are abrogated?" 
I said. 

The idea was rather a unique one, for in all the history 
of this institution an important Turkish official had 
never entered its doors. But I knew Plough of the 
Tutkish character to understand that an open, cere- 
monious visit by Enver would cause a public sensation. 
News of it would reach the farthest limits of the Turkish 
EmjMre, and it was certain that the Turks would inter- 
pret it as meaning that one of the two most powoful 
men in Turkey had taken this and other Amencan 
institutions under his patronage. Such a visit would 
exercise a greater protective influence over American 
collies and schools in Turkey than an army corps. 
I was therefore greatly pleased when Enver promptly 
adopted my suf^estion. 

On the dtqr that tlie capitulations were abrogated, 
Enver appeared at the American Embassy with two 
autos, one for himself and me, and the other for his 
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ad]utaiitSy,aU of whom were dressed in full umform. 
I was pleased that Enver had made the proceeding so 
]q>ectacular, for I wished it to have the widest pub- 
licity. On the ride up to the colle^ I told Enver all 
about these American institutions and what they were 
doing for Turkey. He really knew very Utile about 
them, and, like most Turks, he half suspected that they 
concealed a political purpose. 

"We Americans are not loddng for material advan- 
tages in Turkey," I said. "We merely demand that 
you treat kindly our children^ these colleges, for which 
all the people in the United States have the warmest 
aftectioQ." 

I told him that Mr. Cleveland H. Dodge, President 
of the trustees of Bobert College, and Mr. Charles R. 
Crane, President of the trustees of the Women's Ct^ege, 
were intimate friends of President Wilson. "These," 
I added, "represent what is best in America and the 
fine altruistic spirit which in our country accumulates 
wealth and then uses it to found colleges and sdiools. 
In establishing these institutions in Turkey they are 
trying, not to conv^t your p>eople to Chriatlanity, but 
to help train them in the sciences and arts and so pre- 
pare to make them better citizens. Americans feel 
that the Bible lands have g^ven them their religion 
and they wish to repay with the best thing America has 
— its education.*' I then told him about Mrs. Russell 
Sage and Miss Helen Gould, who had made large gifts 
to the Women's Collie. 

"But where do these people get all the money for 
such benefactions?" Enver asked. 

I then entertained him for an hour or so with a few 
pages from our own "American Nights." I told him 
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how Jay Gould had arrived in New York, a penniless 
and ragged boy, with a mousetrap which he had in- 
vented, and how he had died, almost thirty yeara 
afterward, leavmg a fortune of about $100,000,000. 
I told him how Commodore Vanderbilt had started life 
as a ferryman and had become America's greatest rail* 
road "magnate"; how Rockefeller had begun his career 
sitting on a high stool in a Cleveland commission house, 
earning six dollars a week, and had created the greatest 
fortune that had ever been accumulated by a single 
man in the world's history. I told him how the Dodges 
had become our great "copper kings" and the Cranes our 
great manufacturers of iron pipe. Enver found these 
stories more thrilling than any that had ever come out 
of Bagdad, and I found afterward that he had retold 
them so frequently that they had reached almost all the 
important people in Constantinople. 

Enver was immensely impressed aJso by what I said 
about the American institutions. He went through all 
the buildings and expressed his enthusiasm at every- 
thing he saw, and he even suggested that he would like 
to send his brother there. He took tea with Mrs. Gates, 
wife of President Gates, discussed most intelligently the 
courses, and asked if we could not introduce the study 
of agriculture. The teachers he met seemed to be a 
great revelation. 

"I expected to find these missioniu'iea as they are 
pictured in the Berlin newspapers," he said, "with 
long hair and hanging jaws, and hands clasped con- 
stantly in a prayerful attitude. But here is Dr. Gates, 
talking Turkish like a native and acting like a man of 
the world. I am more than pleased, and thank you 
for bringing me." 
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We all saw Enver that afternoon in his most d«- 
lightiul aspect. My idea that this visit in itself would 
protect the collies from disturbance proved to have 
been a happy one. The Turkish Empire has been a 
tumultuous place in the last four years, but the Ameri- 
can collies have had no difficulties, either with the 
Turkish Govemmmt or with the Turkish populace. 

This visit was only an agreeable interlude in events 
of the most exciting character. Enver, amiable as he 
could be on occasion, had dehberately determined to 
put Turkey in the war on Germany's side. Germany 
had now reached the point where she no longer con- 
cealed her intentions. Once before, when I had inttt- 
fertd in the interest of peace, Wangenheim had en- 
couraged my action. The reason, as I have indicated, 
was that, at that time. Germany had wished Turkey to 
keep out of the war, for the German General Staff ex- 
pected to win without her help. But now Wangenheim 
wanted Turkey in. As I was not worfdng in Germany's 
interest, but as I was anxious to protect American insti- 
tutions, I still kept urging Enver and Talaat to keep out. 
This made Wangenheim angry. "I thought that you 
were a neutral?" he now exclaimed. 

"I thought that you were — in Turkey," I answered. 

Toward the end of October, Wangenheim was leaving 
nothing undone to start hostihties; all he needed now 
was a favourable occasion. 

Even after Germany had closed the Dardanelles, the 
German Ambassador's task was not an easy one. Ta- 
laat was not yet entirely convinced that his best jwlicy 
was war, and, as I have already said, there was still 
plenty of pro-Ally sympathy in official quarters. It was 
Talaat's plan not to seize all the cabinet offices at once. 
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ENTER PASHA, MINISTER OF WAR 
A OUUD of the people, who, at SO. was a leader in the revolutioD which de- 
pcted Abdul Hanud and established the new r^me of the Young Turics. 
At that Lime the Young Turks honestly desired to establish a Tuncish de- 
mocracy. This attempt tailed miserably and the Young Turk leaders then 
ruled the Turkish Empire for their own selfish purposes, and developed 
a government which is much more wicked and murderous than that of Abdul 
Kumid. Enver U the man chiefly responsible for turning the Turkish army 
over to Germany. He imagines himself a Turicish combination of Nk- 
poleoD and Ffededck the Great (^ tOOqIc 



saYd haum. ex-grand vizier 

Said is an Egyptian prince, who provided camp^gtt money for the pohtical 
activities of the Young Turks, and, as a rewatd, was made Grand VioeF. 
In this position he was not permitted to exercise any real authority. He was 
promised that when the Young Turks succeeded in expelling England frooi 
Egypt, he »bouhl become Khedive 
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but j^radually to elbow his way into undisputed control. 
At this criais the most popularly respected monbers 
of the Ministry were Djavid, Minister of Finance) a 
man who was Jewish by race, but a Mohammedan by 
religion; Mahmoud Pasha, Minister of Public Works, 
a Circassian; Bust^y Effendi, Minister of Commerce 
and Agriculture, a Christian Arab; and Oskan Effendi, 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, an Armenian — and a 
Chriatian, of course. All these leaders, as well as the 
Grand Vizier, openly opposed war and all now informed 
Talaat and Enver that they would resign if Germany 
succeeded in her intrigues. Thus the atmosphere was 
exciting; how tense the situation was a single ^isode 
will show. Sir Louia Mallet, the British Ambassador, 
had accepted an invitation to dine at the American 
Embassy on October 20th, but he sent word at the last 
moment that he was ill and could not come. I called 
on the Ambassador an hour or two afterward and found 
him in bis garden, apparently in the best of health. 
Sir Louis smiled and said tiiat his illness had been purely 
political. He bad received a letter telling him that 
he was to be assassinated that evening, this letter in- 
forming him of the precise spot where the tragedy was 
to take place, and the time. He therefore thought 
that he had better stay indoors. As I had no doubt 
that some such crime had been planned, I offered Sir 
Louis the protection of our Embassy. I gave him the 
key to the back gate of the garden; and, with Lord 
Wellesley, one of his secretaries — a descendant of the 
Duke of Wellington — I made all arrangements for hia 
escape to our quarters in case a flight became necessary. 
Our two embassies were so located that, in the event of 
an attat^, he might go imobserved from the back gate 
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of hia to the back gate of ours. "These pecqile are 
relapsing into the Middle Ages," said Sir LouJa, "whoi 
it was quite the thing to throw ambassadors into dun- 
geons," and I think that he anticipated that the present 
Turks might treat him in the same way. I at once 
wait to the Grand Vizier and informed him of the 
situation, insisting that nothing less than a visit from 
Talaat to Sir Louis, assuring him of his safety, would 
undo the harm already done. I could make this demand 
with propriety, as we had already made arrangements 
to take over British interests when the break came. 
Within two hours Talaat made such a visit. 'Diough 
one of the Turkish newspapers was printing scurrilous 
attacks on Sir Louis he was personally very popular 
with the Turks, and the Grand Vizier expressed his 
amazement and regret — and he waa entirdy sincere — 
that such threats had been made. 
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GERMANY FORCES TUSKET INTO THB WAB 

BUT we were all then in a highly nervous state, 
because we knew that Germany was working 
hard to produce a cavua beUi. Souchon fre- 
quently sent the Ooeben and the Brealau to manoeuvre 
in the Black Sea, hoping that the Russian fleet would 
attack. There were several pending situations that 
might end in war. Turkish and Russian troops were 
having occasional skirmishes on the Persian and Cauca- 
sian frontier. On October 39th, Bedouin troops crossed 
the Egyptian border and had a little collision with 
British soldiers. On this same day I had a long talk 
with Talaat. I called in the interest of the British 
Ambassador, to tell him about the Bedouins crossing 
into Egypt. "I suppose," Sir louis wrote me, "that 
this means war; you might mention this news to Talaat 
and impress upon him the possible results of this mad 
act." Already Sir Louis had had difficulties with 
Turkey over thb matter. When he had protested to 
the Grand Vizier about the Turkish troops near the 
Egyptian frontier, the Turkish statesman had pointedly 
replied that Turkey recognized no such thing as an 
Egyptian frontier. By this he meant, of course, that 
Egypt itself was Turkish territory and that the English 
occupation was a temporary usurpation. When I 
brought this Egyptian situation to Taloat's attention 
he said that no Ottoman Bedouins had crossed into 
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Egypt. The Turks had been building wells on the 
Sinai peninsula to use in case war broke out with 
England; England was destroying these wells and the 
Bedouins, said Talaat, had interfered to stop this de> 
struction. 

' At this meeting Talaat frankly told me that Turkey 
had decided to side with the Germans and to sink or 
swim with them. He went again over the familiar 
grounds, and added that if Germany won — and Talaat 
said that he was convinced that Germany would win — 
the Kaiser would get hia revenge on Turkey if Turkey 
had not helped him to obtaia this victory. Talaat 
frankly admitted that fear — the motive, which, as I 
have said, is the one that chiefly inspires Turkish acts — 
was driving Turkey into a German alliance. He 
analyzed the whole situation most dispassionately; 
he said that nations could not afford such emotions as 
gratitude, or hate, or affection ; the only guide to action 
should be cold-blooded policy. 

"At this moment," said Talaat, "it is for our interest 
to side with Germany; if, a month from now, it is our 
interest to embrace France and England we shall do 
that just as readily." 

"Russia is our greatest enemy," he continued; 
"and we are afraid of her. If now, while Germany is 
attacking Russia, we can give her a good strong kick, 
and so make her powerless to injure us for some time, 
it is Turkey's duty to administer that kick!" 

And then turning to me with a half-melancholy, 
half-defiant smile, he summed up the whole situation. 

"IchmitdieDeutschffn,"he said.in his broken German. 

Because the Cabinet was so divided, however, the 
Germans themselves had to push Turkey over the pred- 
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pice. The evoiiiig foUowing my talk with Talaat, 
most fateful news came from Russia. Three Turkish 
torpedo boats had entered the harbour of Odessa, had 
sunk the Russian gunboat Donetz, killing a part of the 
crew, and had damaged two Russian dreadnaughts. 
Th^ also sank the French ship Portugal, killing two of 
the crew and wounding two others. They then turned 
their shells on the town and destroyed a sugar factory, 
with some loss of life. Gnman officers commanded 
these Turkish vessels; there were very few Turks on 
board, as the Turkish crews had been given a koUday for 
the Turkish rdigious festival of Bairam. The act was 
simply a wanton and improvoked one; the Germans 
raided the town deliberately, in order to make war in- 
evitable. The German officers on the Oenertd, as my 
friend had told me, were constantly threatening to 
commit some such act, if Turkey did not do so; well, 
now they had done it. When this news reached Con- 
stantinople, Djemal was playing cards at the Cerde 
d'Orioit. As Djemal was Minister of Marine, this 
attack, had it been an official act of Turkey, could have 
been made only on his orders. When someone called 
him from the card table to tell him the news, Djema! 
was much excited. "1 know nothing about it," he. 
replied. "It has not been done by my orders." On 
the evening of the 29th I had another talk with Talaat. 
He told me that he had known nothing of this attack 
beforehand and that the whole responsibility rested 
yritii the German, Admiral Souchou, 

Whether Djemal and Talaat were telling the truth in 
thus pleading ignorance I do not know; my opinion is 
that they were ezpectiog some such outrage as this. 
But there is no question that the Grand Vizier, Said 
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Halim, was genuinely grieved. When M. Bompard 
and Sir Louis Mallet called on him and demanded their 
passports, he burst into tears. He begged them to de- 
lay; he was sure that the matter could be adjusted. The 
Grand Vizier was the only member of the Cabinet 
whom 'Eaver and Talaat particularly wished to placat e. 
As a prince of the royal house of Egypt and as an ez- 
tr^ndy rich nobleman, his presence in the Cabinet, as I 
have akeady said, gave it a certain standing. Thia 
fffobably explains the message which I now received. 
Talaat asked me to call upon the Russian Ambassador 
and ask what amends Turkey could make that would 
satisfy the Czar. There is little Ukelihood that Talaat 
sincerely wished me to patch up the difficulty; his 
purpose was merely to show the Grand Vizier that he 
was attempting to meet his wishes, and, in this way, to 
ke^ him in the Cabinet. I saw M. Giers, but found 
him in no submissive mood. He said that Turkey could 
make amends only by dismissing all the German offi- 
cers in the Turkish army and navy; he had his instruc- 
tions to leave at once and he intended to do so. How- 
ever, he would wait long mough in Bulgaria to receive 
their reply, and, if they accepted his terms, he would 
come back. 

"Russia, herself, will guarantee that the Turkish 
fleet does not again come into the Black Sea," said M. 
Giers, grimly. Talaat called on me in the afternoon, 
saying that he had just had lunch with Wangenheim. 
The Cabinet had the Russian reply under consideration, 
he said; the Grand Vizier wished to have M. Giers's 
terms put in writing; would I attempt to get it? By 
this time Garroni, the Italian Ambassador, had taken 
diarge of Russian affairs, and I told Talaat that such 
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negoUations were out of my hands and that any further 
negotiations must be conducted through him. 

"Why don't you drop your mask as messMiger boy 
of the Grand \mer and talk to me as Talaat?" I asked. 

He laughed and said: "Well, Wangenheim, Enver, 
and I prefer that the war shall come now." 

Bustiny, Oskan, Mahmoud, and Djavid at once 
carried out their threats and resigned from the Cabinet, 
thus leaving the government in the hands of Moslem 
Turks. The Grand Vizier, although he had threatened 
to resign, did not do so; he was exceedingly pompous 
and vain, and enjoyed the dignities of his office so much 
that, when it came to the final decision, he could not 
surrender them. Thus the net result of Turkey's en- 
trance into the war, so far as internal politics was con- 
cerned, was to put the nation entirely in the hands of the 
Conunitteeof Union and Progress, which now controlled ' 
the Government in pTacticfdly all its departments. 
Thus the idealistic organization which had come into 
existence to give Turk^ the blessings of democracy had 
ended by becoming a tool of Prussian autocracy. 

One final picture I have of these exciting days. On 
the evening of the 30th I called at the British Embassy. 
British residents were already streaming in large num- 
bers to my office for protection, and fears of ill treat- 
ment, even the massacre of foreign^^, filled every- 
body's mind. Amid all this t^ision I found one im- 
perturbable figure. Sir Louis was sitting in the dian- 
o^^rti^ore a huge fireplace, with large piles of docu- 
ments heaped about him in a semi-drcle. Secretaries 
ud clerks were constantly entering, their arms full 
of papers, which they added to the accumulations al- 
ready surrounding the Ambassador. Sir Louis would 
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take vp document after document, glance through it 
and almost invariably drop it into the fire. These 
papers contained the embassy records for probably a 
hundred years. In them were written the great 
achievements of a long line of distinguished ambassa- 
dors. They contained the story of aS the diplomatic 
triumphs in Turk^ of Stratford de Redcliffe, the 
"Great Elchi," as tiie Turks called him, who, for the 
greater part of almost fifty years, from 1810 to 1858, 
practically ruled the Turkish Empire in the interest 
of England. The records of other great British am- 
bassadors at the Sublime Forte now went, one by one, 
into Sir Louis Mallet's fire. The long story of British 
ascendency in Turkey had reached its close. The 
twenty-years' campaign of the Kaiser to destroy Eng- 
land's influence and to become England's success^ 
had finally triumphed, and the blaze in Sir Louis's 
chancery was really the funeral j>yre of England's van- 
ished power in Turkey. As I looked upon this dignified 
and yet somewhat pensive diplomat, sitting there amid 
all the splendours of the British Embas^, I naturally 
thought of how once the sultans had bowed with fear 
and awe before the majesty of England, in the days 
whra Prussia and Germany were little more than names. 
Yet the British Ambassador, as is usually the case with 
British diplomatic and military figures, was quiet and 
self-possessed. We sat there before his fire and dis- 
cussed the details of his depmture. He gave me a list 
of the English residents who were to leave and those 
who were to stay, and I made final arrangements with 
Sir Louis for taking over British interests. Distressing 
in many ways as was this collapse of British influence 
in Turkey, the honour of Great Britain and that of her 
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ambassador was still secure. Sir Ijyius had not pur- 
chased Turkish oflScdals with money, as bad Wangen- 
helm; he had not corrupted the Turkish press, trampled 
on evoy remaining vestige of intemational law, tror 
temized with a gang of pohtical d^p^^oes, and con- 
ducted a ceaseless campaign of misrepresentations and 
lies against his enemy. The diplomatic game that had 
ended in England's defeat was one which English 
statesmen were not qualified to play. It called for 
talraits such as only a Wangenheim possessed — it 
needed that German statecraft which, in accordance 
with Bismarck's maxim, was ready to sacrifice for the 
Fath^land "not only life but honour." 
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THE TURKS ATTiaiPT TO TREAT AUEH ENiaOES DECEKTLT 
BUT THE GKRHANB ENSIST ON PEBSECUTINO THEU 

SOON after the bombardment of Odessa I was 
closeted with Enver, discussiiig the subject 
which was then uppermost in the minds of all 
the foreigners in Turk^. How would the Govonnuoit 

treat its resident enemies? Would it intern them, es- 
tablish concentration camps, pursue them"" with Ger- 
man mahgnity, and perhaps apply the favourite Turk- 
ish measure with Christians — torture and massacre? 
Thousands of enemy subjects were then living in the 
Ottoman Empire; many of them had spent their whole 
lives there; others had even been bom on Ottoman soil. 
All these people, when Turkey entered the war, had every 
reason to expect the harshest kind of treatment. It is 
no exa^eration to say that most of them lived in con- 
stant fear of mm-der. The Dardanelles had been 
closed, so that there was little chance that outside 
help could reach these aliens; the capitulatory rights, 
under which they had lived for centuries, had been abro- 
gated. Hiere was reidly nothii^ between the foreign 
residents and destruction except the American flag. 
The state of war had now made me, as American Am- 
bassador, the protector of all British, French, Serbian, 
and Belgian subjects. I realized from the beginning 
that my task would be a difficult one. On one hand 
were the Germans, urging their well-known ideas of 
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repression and brutality, wliile on the other were the 
Turks, with their traditional hatred of Christians and \ ^ 
their natural instinct to maltreat those who are help- * ' 
lessly placed in their power. 

• Yet I hatf obtain strong arguments on my side and 
I now had called upon Enrer for the purpose of laying 
them before him. Turkey desired the good opinion of 
the United States, and hoped, after the war, to find 
support among American financiers. At that time all 
the embassies in Constantinople took it for granted 
that the United States would be the peacemaker; if Tur- 
key expected lis to be her friend, I now told Eaver, she 
would have to treat enemy foreigners in a dviiized way. 

"You hc^ to be reinstated as a worid power," Z 
Btdd. "You must remember that the dvihzed world 
will carefully watch you; your future status will dep^id 
on how you conduct yourself in war." The ruling classes 
among the Turks, including Enver, reahzed that the out- 
side world regarded them as a people who had no respect 
for the sacredness of human life or the finer emotions 
and they keenly resented this attitude. I now reminded 
Enva that Turkey had a splendid opportunity to dis- 
ptove all these criticisms. '* The world may say you are 
barbarians," I argued; "show by the way you treat 
these ahen enemies that you are not. Only in this 
way can you be freed permanently from the ignominy 
of the capitulations. Prove that you are worthy' of 
being emancipated from foreign tutelage. Be civilized 
— be modem!" 

In view of what was happening in Belgium and 
ncHthem France at that moment, my use of the word 
"modem," was a httle unfortunate. Enver quickly 
law the point. Up to this time he had maintained his 
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iisual attitude of erect and dignified composure, and his 
face, as always, had been attentive, imperturbable, al- 
most expressionlesa. Now in a flash his whole bearing 
changed. His countenance broke into a cynical smile, 
he leaned over, brought his fist down on the table, and 
said: 

"Modern! No; however Turkey shall wage war, at 
least we shall not be 'modem.* That is the most bsr- 
baric system of all. We shall simply try to be de- 
cent!" 

Naturally I construed this as a promise; I tmderstood 
the changeablenesa of the Turkish charact^ well 
Plough, however, to know that more than a promise was 
, necessary. The Grermans were constantly prodding the 
Turkish officials, persuading them to adopfOie »vour- 
ite German plan against enemy aUens. Germany has 
leTiTed many of the principles of ancient and medi- 
eval warfare, one of her most barbaric resurrections from 
the past being this practice of keeping certain repre- 
sentatives of the population, preferably people of fUs- 
tinction and influence, as hostages for the "good be- 
haviour" of others. At this moment the German mili- 
tary staff was urging the Turks to keep foKigti residents 
for this purpose. Just as the Germans held non- 
combatants in Belgium as security for the " friendliness" 
of the Belgians, and placed Belgian women and children 
at the head of their advancing armies, so the Germans 
in Turkey were now plamiing to use French and British 
residents as part of their protective system against the 
AJlied fleet. That this sinister influence was constantly 
at work I wdl knew; therdore it was necessary that 
I should meet it immediately, and, if possible, gain the 
upper hand at the very start. I decided that the de- 
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parture of the Entente diplomats and residents from 
Constantinople would really put to the teat my ability 
to protect the foreign residents. If all the French and 
English who really wished to leave could safely get out 
of Turkey, I believed that this demonstration would 
have a restraining influence, not only upon the Ger- 
mans, but upon the underlings of the Turkish official 
world. 

As soon as I arrived at the railroad station, the day 
following the break. I saw that my task was to^ a diffi- 
cult one. I had arranged with the Turkish authori- 
ties for two trains; one for the English taid French resi- 
dents, which was to leave at seven o'clock, and one for 
the diplomats and their staff, which was to go at nine. 
But the arrangement was not working according to 
schedule. The station was a surgin g mass of excited 
and frightened people; the police were there in full 
force, pushing the crowds back; the scene was an inde- 
scribable mixture of soldiers, gendarmes, diplomats, bag- 
gage, and Turkish functionaries. 

One of the most conspicuous figures was Bedri Bey, 
prefect of police, a lawyer politician, who had recoitly 
been elevated to this position, and who keenly realized 
the importance of his new office. Bedri was an inti- 
mate friend and political subordinate of Talaat and one 
of his most valuable tools. He ranked high in the Com- 
mittee of Union and Progress, and aspired ultimately 
to obtain a cabinet position. Perhaps his most im- 
pdling motive was his hatred of foreigners and foreign 
influence. In his eyes Turkey was the land exclusively of 
the Turks; he despised all the other elements in its popu- 
lation, and he particularly resented the control which 
the for^gn embassies had for years exerted in the do- ; 
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mestic coiicenis of his country. Indeed, there were 
few men in Turkey with whom the permanent aboli- 
tion of the capitulations was such a serious matter. 
Naturally in the next few months I saw much of Bedri; 
he was constantly crossing my path, taking an almost 
mahcious pleasure in interfering with every move which 
I made in the interest of the foreigners. His attitude 
was half provoking, half jocular; we were always trying 
to outwit each other — I attempting to protect the 
French and British, Bedri always turning up as an 
obstacle to my efforts; the fight for the foreigners, 
indeed, almost d^enerated into a personal duel be- 
tween the Prrfect of Police and the American Embassy. 
Bedri was capable, well educated, very agile, and not 
particularly ill-natured, but he loved to" toy with a 
helpless foreigner. Naturally, he found his occupation 
this evening a congenial one. 

"What's all the trouble about?" I asked Bedri. 

"We have changed our minds," he said, and his 
manner showed that the change had not been displeas- 
ing to him. "We shall let the train go that is to take 
the ambassadors and their staffs. But we have de- 
cided not to let the unoCBcial classes leave — the train 
that was to take them will not go." 

My staff and I had worked hard to get this safe 
passage for the enemy nationals. Now apparently 
some influence had n^atived our efforts. This suddai 
change in plans was producing the utmost confusicm 
and consternation. At the station there were two 
*groups of passengers, one of which could go and tho 
other of which could not. The British and Froich 
ambassadors did not wish to leave their nationals be- 
hind, and the latter refused to beheve that thdr train. 
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which the Turkish officials had definitely promised, 
would not start sometime that evening. I immedi- 
atdy called up Enver, who substantiated Bedri's state- 
ment. Turkey had many subjects in Egypt, he said, 
whose situation was causing great anxiety. Before 
the French and English residents could leave Turkey, 
assurances must be given -that the rights of Turkish 
subjects in these countries would be protected. I had 
no difficulty in arranging this detail, for Sir Louis Mal- 
let immediately gave the necessary assurances. How- 
ever, this did not settle the matter; indeed, it had been 
little more than a pretext. Bedri still refused to let 
the train start; the order holding it up, he said, could 
not be rescinded, for that would now disarrange the 
general schedule and might cause accidents. I recog- 
nized all this as mere Turkish evasion and I knew that 
the order had come from a higher source than Bedri; 
still nothing could be done at that moment. Moreover, 
Bedri would let no one get on the diplomatic train until 
I had personally identified htm. So I had to stand 
at a little gate, and pass upon each apphcant. Every- 
one, whether he belonged to the dipbmatic corps or 
not, attempted to force himself through this narrow pas- 
sageway, and we had an old-fashioned Brooklyn Bridge 
crush on a small scale. People were miming in all 
directions, checking baggage, purchasing tickets, argu- 
ing with officials, consoling distracted women and 
frightened children, while Bedri, calm and collected, 
watched the whole pautlempnium with an unsympa- 
thetic smile. Hats were knocked off, dothing was 
torn, and, to add to the confusion. Mallet, the British 
Ambassador, became involved in a set-to with an offi- 
cious Turk — the Englishman winning first honours 



iized by Google 



1S6 AMBASSADOR MOBGENTHAU'S STORY 

easily; and I caught a ^impse of Bompard, the French 
Ambassador, vigorously shaking a Turkish policeman. 
One lady dropped her baby in my arms, later another 
handed me a small boy, and still later, when I was 
standing at the gate, identifying Turkey's d^>arting 
guests, one of the British secretaries made me the cus- 
todian of his dog. Meanwhile, Sir Louis Mallet be- 
came obstreperous and reused to leave. 

"I shall stay here," he said, "until the last British 
subject leaves Turkey." 

But I told him that he was no longer the protector 
of the British; that I, as American Ambassador, had 
assumed this responsibility; and that I could hardly 
assert myself in this capacity if he remained in Con- 
stantinople. 

"Certainly," I said, "the Turks would not recognize 
me as in diai^ of British interests if you remain here." 

Moreover, I suggested that he remain at Dedeagatch 
for a few days, and awut the arrival of his fellow Brit- 
ish. Sir Louis reluctantly accepted my point of viev 
and boarded the train. As the train left the station I 
caught my final glimpse of the British Ambassador, 
sitting in a private car, almost buried in a mass of 
trunks, satchels, boxes, and diplomatic pouches, sur- 
rounded by his embassy staff, and sympatherically 
watched by his secretary's dog. 

The unofficial foreigners remained in the station sev- 
eral hours, hoping that, at the last moment, they would 
be permitted to go. Bedri, however, was inexorable. 
Th&r position was almost desperate. They had given 
up thdr quarters in Constantinople, and now found 
themselves practically stranded. Some were taken in 
by friends for the night, others found accommodations 
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in hotds. But their situation caused tlie utmost 
amiety. Evidently, despite all official promises, Tur- 
key was detennined to keep these foreign residents 
as hostages. On the one hand were Enver and Talaat, 
telling me that th^ intended to conduct their war 
in a humane manner, and. on the other, were their 
under lings, such as Bedri, behaving in a fashion that 
je gati ved all these civilized pretensions. The fact 
was that the officials were quarrelling among themselves 
about the treatment of foreigners; and the German 
General Staff was telling the Cabinet that they were 
TnftTring a great mistake in showing any leniency to their 
enemy aliens. Finally. I succeeded in making ar- 
rangements for them to leave the following day. Bedri, 
in more com^^ant mood, spent that afternoon at the 
embassy, visaing passports; we both went to the sta- 
tion in the evening and started the train safely toward 
Dedeagatch. I gave a box of candy — "Turkish De- 
lights, " to each one of the fifty women and children on 
the train; it altogether was a happy party and they 
made no attempt to hide their relief at leaving Turkey. 
At Dedeagatch they met the diplomatic corps, and the 
reunion that took place, X afterward learned, was ex- 
tremely touching. I was made happy by receiving 
numy testimoniab of their gratitude, in particular a 
letter, signed by more than a hundred, expressing thm 
thanks to Mrs. Morgenthau, the embassy staff, and my- 
self. 

There were still many who wished to go and next 
day I called on Talaat in their behalf. I fotmd him in 
one of his most gracious moods. The Cabinet, he said, 
had carefully considered the whole matter of English 
and French residents in Turkey, and i°y argum^its, he 
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added, had greatly influenced them, lliey had readied 
the formal decision that eaemy aliena could leave or 
remain, as they preferred. There would be no con- 
centration camps, civilians could pursue their usual 
business in peace, and, so long as they behaved them- 
sdves, they would not be molested. 

"We propose to show," said Talaat, "by our treat- 
ment of aliens, that we are not a race of barbarians." 

In return for this promise he asked a favour of me: 
would I not see that Turkey was praised in the Ameri- 
can and European press for this decision? 

After retiuiiing to the embas^ I immediately sent 
for Mr. ThcTon Damon, correspondent of the Associ- 
ated Press, Doctor Lederer, correspondent of the 
Berliner TagebUUt, and Doctor Sandler, who repre- 
soited the Paris Herald, and gave them interviews, 
praising the attitude of Turkey toward the foreign resi- 
dents. I also cabled the news to Washington, London, 
and Paris and to all our consuls. 

Hardly had I finished with the correspondents when 
I again received alarming news. I bad arranged for 
uiother train that evening, and I now heard that the 
Turks were refusing to vis^ the passports of those whose 
departiu% I had provided for. This news, coming 
right after Talaat's explicit promise, was naturally dis- 
turbing. I immediately started for the railroad station, 
and the sight which I saw there increased my ang^ at 
the Minister of the Interior. A mass of distracted peo- 
ple filled the inclosure; the women were weeping, and 
the childroi were screaming, while a platoon of Turkish 
soldiers, commanded by an xmdersized popinjay of a 
major, was driving everybody out of the station with 
the flat sides of their guns. Bedri, as usual, was therci 
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and aa usual, he was clearly enjoying the confusion; cer- 
tain of the passengers, he told me, had not paid their 
income tas, and, for this reason, they would not be 
permitted to leave. I announced that I would be per- 
sonally responsible for this payment. 
~' "Ican't get ahead of you, Mr. Ambassador, can I?" 
said Bedri, with a laugh. From this we all thought 
that my offer had settled the matter and that the train 
would leave according to schedule. But thai suddenly, 
came another order holding it up again. 

Since I had just had a promise from Talaat I de* 
cided to find that functionary and leam what all thia 
meant. I jumped into my automobile and went to the 
Sublime Porte, where he usually had his headquarters. 
Finding no one there, I told the chauffeur to drive di- 
rectly to Talaat's house. Sometime before I had visited 
Enver in his domestic surroundings and this occasion 
now gave me the opportimity to compare his manner 
of.Hfe with that of his more powerful associate. The 
contrast was a startling one. I had found Enver living 
in luxury, in one of the most aristocratic parts of the 
town, while now I was driving to one of the poorer sec- 
tions. We came to a narrow street, bordered by little 
roiigh, unpainted wooden houses; only one thing dis- 
tinguished this thoroughfare from all others in Con- 
stantinople and suggested that it was the abiding place 
of the most powerful man in the Turkish Empire. At 
either end stood a policeman, letting no one enter who 
could not give a satisfactory reason for doing so. Our 
auto, like all others, was stopped, but we were promptly 
pomitted to pass when we explained who we were. As 
contrasted with Enver's palace, with its innumerable 
rooms and gorgeous furniture, Talaat's house was an 
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old, ridc«tyi wooden, three-stoiy building. All this* I 
aftoward learned, was part of the setting which Talaat 
had staged for his career. Like many an American 
politician, he had found his position as a man of "the 
people" a valuable political asset, and he knew that a 
sudden display of prosperity and ostentation would 
weaken his influence with the Union and Progress Com- 
mittee, most of whose membas, like himself, had risen 
from the lower walks of life. The contents of the 
house were quite in keeping with the exterior. Th^e 
were no suggestions of Oriental magnificence. Tlie 
furniture was chei^; a few coarse prints hung on the 
walls, and one or two well-worn rugs were scat- 
tered on the floor. On one side stood a wooden table, 
and on this rested a telegraph instrument — once Talaat^ 
means of earning a living, and now a means by which 
he communicated with his associates. In the present 
troubled conditions in Turkey Talaat sometimes pre- 
ferred to do his own tel^raphingt 

Amid these surroundings I awaited for a few mitfutes 
the entrance of the Big Boss of Turkey. In due time 
a door opened at the other end of the room, and a huge, 
lumbering, gaUy-decorated figure entered. I was 
startled by the contrast which this Talaat presented to 
the one who had become such a familiar figure to me 
at the Sublime Porte. It was no longer the Talaat of 
the European clothes and the tbin veneer of European 
mamms; the man whom I now saw looked like a real 
Bulgarian gypsy. Talaat wore the usual red Turkish 
fez; the rest of his bulky form was clothed in thick gray 
pajamas; and from this combination inY>truded a ro- 
tund, smiling face. His mood was half genial, half 
deprecating; Talaat well understood what pressiag 
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business had led me to invade his domestic privacy, and 
liis behaviour now resembled that of the unrepentant 
bad boy in school. He came and sat down with a 
good-natured grin, and began to make excuses. Quietly 
the door (^>ened again, and a hesitating little girl was 
pushed into the room, bringing a tray of cigarettes and 
coffee. Presently I saw that a young woman, appar- 
ently about twenty-five years old, was standing back of 
the child, urging her to enter. Here, then, were Talaat's 
wife and adt^ted dau^ter; I had already di%overed 
that, while Turkish womem never enter society or act as 
hostesses, they are extremely inquisitive about their 
husbands' guests, and like to get surreptitious glimpses 
of them. Evidently Madame Talaat, on this occa- 
non, was not satisfied with her preliminary view, for, a 
few minutes afterward, she appeared at a window di- 
rectly opposite me, but entirely unseen by her husband, 
who was facing in the other direction, and there she 
remained very quiet and very observant for several 
minutes. As she was in the house, she was unvdled; 
her face was handsome and intelligent; and it was quite 
8|^>arent that she enjoyed this close-range view of an 
American ambassador. 

"Well, Talaat," I stud, realizing that the Ume had 
come fOT plain speaking, "don't you know how foolishly 
you are acting? You told me a few hours ago that you 
had decided to treat the French and English decently 
and you asked me to publish this news in the American 
and foreign press. I at once called in the newspaper 
men and told them how splendidly you were behaving. 
And this at your own request! The whole world will 
be reading about it to-morrow. Now you are doing 
your best to counteract aU my effwts in your behalf; 
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her^you have repudiated your first promise to be de- 
cent. Are you gfung to keep the promises you made 
me? Will you stick to them, or do you intend to keep 
changing your mind all the time? Now let's have a 
real understanding. The thing we Americans particu- 
larly pride ourselves on is keeping our word. We do it 
as individuals and as a nation. We refuse to deal with 
people as equals who do not do this. You might as 
well understand now that we can do no business with 
each other unless I can depend on your promises." 

"Now, this isn't my fault," Talaat answered. "The 
Germans are to blame for stopping. that train. The 
Grerman Chief of Staff has just returned and is making 
a big fuss, saying that we are too easy with the French 
and English and that we must not let them go away. 
He says that we must ke^ them for hostages. It was 
his interference that did thia." 

That was precisely what I had suspected. Talaat 
had giv^i me his promise, then Bronssart, head of 
the German Staff, had practically countermanded his 
orders. Talaat's admission gave me the opening 
which I had wished for. By this time my rdations 
with Talaat had become so friendly that I could talk to 
him with the utmost frankness. 

"Now, Talaat," I said, "you have got to have some- 
one to advise you in your relations with fordgners. 
You must make up your mind whether you want me or 
the German Staff. Don't you think you will make a 
mistake if you place yourself entirely in the hands of 
the Germans? The time may come when you will need 
me against them." 

"What do you mean by that?" he asked, watching 
for my answer with intense curiosity. 
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"The Gennans are sure to ask you to do many thinga 
you don't want to do. If you can tell them that the 
American Ambassador objects, my support may prove 
useful to you. Besides, you know you all expect peace 
in a few months. You know that the Germans really 
care nothing for Turkey, and certainly you have no 
claims on the Allies tor assistance. There ia only one 
nation in the world that you can look to as a disinter- 
ested friend and that is the United States." 

This fact was so apparent that I hardly needed to 
at^e it in any great detail. However, I had another 
at^ument that struck still nearer home. Already the 
struggle between the war department and the civil 
powers had started. I knew that Talaat, although 
he was Minister of the Interior, and a civilian, was de- 
termined not to sacrifice a tittle of his authority to 
Enver, the Gennans, and the representatives of the 
military. 

"li you let the Germans win this point to^y," I 
said, "you are practically in their power. You are 
now the head of affairs, but you are still a civilian. Are 
you going to let the military, represented by Enver 
and the G^man staff, overrule your orders? Appar- 
ently that is what has happened to-day. If you submit 
to it, you nrill find that they will be running things from 
now on. The (rermans will put this country under 
martial law; then where will you civilians be?" 

I could see that this argument was having its effect 
on Talaat. He remained quiet for a few moments, 
evidently pondering my r^uarks. Then he said, with 
the utmost deliberation, 

"I am going to help you." 

He turned around to his table and b^an working 
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his tel^raph instrument I shall never foi^t the 
picture; this huge Turk, sitting there in his gray 
pajamas and hia red fez, workdng industriously his 
own telegraph key, his young wife gagung at him 
through a little window and the late aitemoon sim 
streaming into the room. Evidraitly the ruler o( Tur- 
key was having his troubles, and, as the argument 
went on over the tel^^aph, Talaat would bang his 
key with increasing irritation. He told me that the 
pompous major at the station insisted on having En- 
ver's written orders — since orders over the wire might 
easily be counterfeited. It took Talaat some time to 
locate Enver, and then the dispute apparently started 
all over again. A piece of news which Talaat received 
at that moment over the wire almost ruined my case. 
After a prolonged thumping of his instrument, in the 
course of which Talaat's face lost its geniality and be- 
came almost savage, he turned to me and said : 

" The English bombarded the Dardandles this morn- 
ing and killed two Turks!" 

And then he added: 

"We intend to kill three Christians for evety Moslem 
kiUed!" 

For a moment I thought that everything was lost. 
Talaat's face reflected only one emotion — hatred of the 
English. Afterward, when reading the Cromer report 
on the Dardanelles, I found that the Brilish Committee 
stigmatized this early attack as a mistake, since it 
gave the Turks an early warning of their plans. I eon 
testify that it was a mistake for another reason, for I 
now f oimd that these few strange shots almost destroyed 
my plans to get the foreign residents out of Turitey. 
Talaat was enraged, and I had to go over much of the 
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ground again, but finally I succeeded in pacifying him 
once more. I sav that he was vacUIating between his 
desire to puniah the English and his desire to assert his 
own authority over that of Enver and the Germans. 
Fortunately the latter motive gained the ascendancy. 
At all hazard, he was determined to show that he was 
boss. 

We remained there more than two hours, my in- 
voluntary host pausing now and then in his telegn^Iung 
to entertain me with the latest political gossip. Djavid, 
the Minister of Finance, he said, had resigned, but had 
promised to work for them at home. The Grand Vizier, 
despite his threats, had been persuaded to retain his 
office. Foreigners in the interior would not be molested 
unless Beirut, Alexandretta, or some unfortified port 
were bombarded, but, if such attacks were made, they 
would exact reprisals of the French and English. Ta- 
laat's conversation showed that he had no particular 
liking for the Germans. They were overbearing and 
in solent , he said, constantly interfering in military 
matters and treating the Turks with disdain. 

Finally the train was arranged. Talaat had shown 
sev^al moods in this interview; he had been by turns 
sulky, good-natured, savage, and com^t^^Dt. There 
iTone phase of the Turkish character wEi^ Westerners 
do not comprehend and that is its keen sense of humour. 
Talaat himself greatly loved a joke and a funny story. 
Now that he had re^tablished friendly relations and 
redeemed his promise, Talaat became jocular once more. 

"Your people cmi go now," he said with a laugh. 
"It's lime to buy your candies, Mr. Ambassador!" 

This latter, of course, was a reference to the little 
gifts which I had made to the women and children 
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the liiglit before. We immediately returned to the 
station, where we foimd the disconsolate pasaengen 
sitting around waiting for a favourable word. When 
I told them that tibe train would leave that evening, 
their thanks and gratitude were overwhelming. 
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THB INTA8I0N OF NOTRS DAME DE BION 

TXAATS statement that the Giennan Chief of 
Staff, Bronssart, had really held up this train, 
was a valuable piece of information. I decided 
to look into the matter further, and, with this idea in 
my mind, I called next day on Wangenhom. The 
Turkish authorities, I said, had solemnly promised 
that they would treat their enemies decently, and 
certainly I could not tolerate any interference in the 
matter from the German Chief of Staff. Wangenheim 
had r^eatedly told me that the Germans were looking 
to President Wilson as the peacemaker and I therrftwe 
used the same argument with him that I had m^ed 
on Talaat. Proceedings of this sort would not help 
his country when the day of the final settlement came! 
Here, I said, we have a strange situation; a so-called 
barbarous country, like Turicey, attempting to make 
civilized warfare and treat their Christian raicanies 
with decency and kindness, and, on the other hand, a 
supposedly cultured and Christian nation, like Ger- 
many, which is trying to persuade them to revert to 
barbarism. "What sort of an impression do you think 
that will make on the American people?" I asked 
Wangenheim. He expressed a willingness to hdp 
and suggested, as my consideration for such help, that 
I should try to persuade the United States to insist on 
free commerce with Germany, so that his country could 
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receive plentiful cargoes of copp^. wheat, and cotton. 
This was a subject to which, as I shall relate, Wangen- 
heim constantly returned. 

Despite Wangenheim's promise I had practically no 
support from the German Embawy in my attempt to 
protect the foreign residents from Turkish ill treatment. 
I realized that, owing to my religion, there might be a 
feding in certain quarters that I was not exerting all 
my energies in behalf of these Christian peoples and 
religious organizations — hoapitab, schools, monasteries, 
and cpnyaits— and I naturally thought that it would 
strengthai my influence with the Turks if I could have 
the support of my most powerful Christian colleagues. 
I had a long discussion on this matter with Fallavicim, 
himself a Cathohc and the representative of the greatest 
Catholic powar. Fallavicini frankly told me that 
Wangenheim would do nothing that would annoy the 
Turks. There was then a constant fear that the Eng- 
lish and French fleets would force the Dardandles, 
capture Constantinople, and hand it over to Russia, 
and only the Turidsh forces, said Fallavidni, could pre- 
vent such a calamity. The G«iuans, ther^ore, be- 
lieved that they were dependent on the good graces of 
the Turkish G^vemm^it, and would do nothing to 
antagonize them. Evidently Fallavidni wished me 
to believe that Wangenheim and he really dedced to 
help. Yet this plea was hardly frank, for I knew 
all the time that Turkey, if the Germans had not 
constantly mterfered, would have behaved decently. 
I found that the evil spirit was not the Turkish Gtovem- 
ment, but Von Bronssart, the German Chief of Staff. 
The fact that certain members of the Turkish Cabinet, 
who represented European and Christian culture — mxia 
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like BusUny and Oskan — had reagaed as a protest 
t^^aimt Turkey's action in entering the war, made the 
situation of foreigners even more dangerous. There 
was also much conflict of authority; a policy decided 
cm one day would be reversed the nest, the result being 
that we never knew where we stood. The mere fact 
that the Grovemment promised me that foreigners 
would not be maltreated by no means settled the matter, 
for some underling, like Bedri Bey, could frequently 
find an excuse for disregarding instructions. The . 
situation, therefore, was one that called for constant 
vigilance; I had not only to get pledges from men like 
Talaat and Enver, but I had personally to see that 
these pledges were carried into action. 

I awoke <me November morning at four o'clock; 
I had been dreaming, or I had had a "prese ^timo it," 
that all was not going well with the Sion'Soeura, a 
French sisterhood which had for many years conducted 
a sdiool for girls in Constantinople. Madame Bom- 
pard) the wife of the French Ambassador, and several 
ladies of the French colony, had particularly requested 
us to keep a watchful eye on this institution. It was 
a splendidly conducted school; the daughters of many 
of the best families of all nationalities attended it, and 
when these girls were assembled, the Christians wearing 
sQver crosses and the non-Christians silver stars, the- 
sight was particularly beautiful and impressive. Nat- 
urally the thought of the brutal Turks breaking into 
such a community was enough to arouse the wrath 
erf any properly constituted man. Though we had 
nothing more definite than an uneasy feeling that 
something might be wrong, Mrs. Morgenthau and I 
decided to go up immediately alter breakfast. As we 
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i^proached the building we noted nothing particularly 
Buspicious; the pUce was quiet and the whole atmos- 
phere wss one of peace and sanctity. Just as we as- 
cended the steps, however, five Turkiah policemen 
followed on our heeb. Hiey crowded after us into 
the vestibule, much to the consternation of a few of 
the sisters, who happened to be in the waiting room. 
The mere (act that the American Ambassador came 
with the police in itself increased their alarm, though 
our arrival together was purely ao^dental. 

"What do you want?" I asked, turning to the men. 
As they spoke only Turkish, naturally they did not 
understand me, and they started to push me amde. 
My own knowledge of Turkish was extremely limbed, 
but I knew that the word "Eldii" meant "Ambassa- 
dor." So, pointing to myself, I said, 
I **Elchi American." 

: Tlis scrap of Turkish worked like magic. In Tuikey 
an ambassador is a much-revered object, and these 
policemen immediatdy respected my authority. Mean- 
while the sisters had sent for their superior, M^ 
Elvira. This lady was one of the most distinguished 
and influential personages in Constantint^le. That 
morning, as she came in quietly and faced these Turkish 
policemen, showing not a sign of fear, and completely 
overawing them by the splendour and dignity of her 
b^Bng, she represented to my eyes almost a sup^- 
natural being. M^ Elvira was a daughter of one of 
the most aristocratic families of France; she was a 
woman of perhaps forty years (d age, with black hair 
and shining black eyes, all accentuated by a pale fac^ 
that radiated culture, charact^, and intdligenoe. I 
could not help thinking, as I looked at her that mcmung. 
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that there was not a diplomatic drde in th* woiid to 
wliich she would not have added grace and dignity. 
In a few seconds M^ Elvira had this present distract- 
ing situation completely under control. She sent for a 
sister who spoke Turkish and questioned the poUcemen. 
They said that they were acting under Bedri's orders. 
All the foreign schools were to be closed that morning, 
the Government intending to seize all their buildings. 
There were about seventy-two teaches and sisters 
in this convent; the police had orders to shut all these 
into two rooms, where they were to be held practically 
as prisoners. There were about two hundred girls; 
these were to be turned out into the streets, and left 
to shift toT themselves. The fact that it was raining 
in t(»THit8, and that the weatha was extremely f»Id, 
accentuated the barbarity of this proceeding. Yet 
every enemy school and religious institution in Con- 
stantinople was undergoing a similar experience at this 
time. Clearly this was a situation which I could not 
handle alone, and I at once telephoned my Turkish- 
speaking legal adviser. Herein is another incident 
iriiich may have an interest for those who believe in 
providential intervention. ^Vhen I arrived in Con- 
stantinople telephones had been unknown, but, in 
the last few months, an English company had been 
introducing a system. The night before my experience 
with the Sion Sceurs, my I^al adviser had called me 
up and proudly told me that his telephone had just 
* been instaUed. I jotted down his number, and this 
memorandum I now found in my pocket. Without my 
interpreter I should have been hard pressed, and with- 
out this telephone I could not have immediately brought 
him to the spot. 
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While waiting for his orrivBl I delayed the opemtioBS 
of^the policemen, uid my vife, who fortunately speaks 
French, was obtaining all the details from the sisters. 
Mrs. Morgenthau understood the Tuiks well enough 
to know that they had other plans than the mere 
expulsion of the sisters and their charges. The Turks 
r^ard these institutions as re positori ea of treasure; 
the valuables which they contain are greatly ezagger^ 
ated in the popular mind; and it was a safe assumption 
that, among other things, this expulsion was an indus- 
trious raiding expedition for tangible eridoices of 
wealth. 

"Have you any money and other valuables here?" 
Mrs. Morgenthau asked one of the sistos. 

Yes, th^ had quite a large amount; it was kept in a 
sale upstairs. My wife told me to keep the policemen 
busy and thea she and one of the sisters quietly disq>- 
peared from the scene. Upstairs the siat^ disdosed 
about a hundred square pieces of white flaimel mto 
each one of which had been sewed twenty gold coins. 
In all, the Sion Soeurs had In this liquid form about 
fifty thousand francs. , They had been fearing expulsion 
for some time and had been getting together their 
money in this form, so that they could carry it a#ay 
with them when forced to leave Turkey. Besides this, 
the sisters had several bundles of securities, and numy 
valuable papers, such as the charts of their sduxJ. 
Certainly here was something that would i^>peal to 
Turkish cuj^dity. Mrs. Morgenthau knew that if * 
the police once obtained control of the building there 
would be little likelihood that the Sion Sccnrs would 
ever see their money again. With the aid of the sisters, 
my wife promptly concealed as much as she could on 
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hex person, descended the sturs. and marched through 
the line of gendarmes out into the rain. Mrs. Morgen- 
thau told me afterward that her blood almost ran cold 
with fright as she passed by these guardians of the law; 
from aU external signs, however, she was absolutely 
cahn and collected. She stepped into the waiting 
auto, was driven to the American Embassy, placed the 
money in our vault, and promptly returned to the school. 
Again Mrs. Morgenthau solemnly ascended the stairs 
with the sisters. This time they took her to the gallery 
of the Cathedral, which stood behind the convent, 
but could be entered through it. One of the sisters 
lifted up a tile from a particular spot in the floor, and 
again discl^^ a heap of gold coins. This was secreted 
on iSis. Moi^enthau's clothes, and once more she 
walked past the gendarmes, out into the rain, and was 
driven r^idly to the Embassy. In these two trips 
my wife succeeded in getting lite money of the sisters 
to a place where it would be safe from the Turks. 

Between Mra. Mingentibiu's trips Bedri had arrived. 
He told me that Talaat had himself given the order 
for closiiig all the institutions and that they had in- 
toided to have the entire job finished before nine o'dock. 
I have already said that the Turks have a sense of 
humour; but to this statement I should add that 
it sometimes manifests itself in a porerted form. 
Bedri now seemed to think that locking more than 
seventy Catholic sisters in two rooms and turning 
two hundred young and carefully nurtured girls into 
the streets of Constantinople was a great joke. 

" We were going at it early in the morning and have 
it all over before you heard anythii^ about it," he 
said with a laugh. "But you seem nevtx to be asleep." 
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"You are very fooUah to try to play such tridcs on 
us," I said. "Don't you know that I am gdug to 
write a book? If you go on behaving this way, I shall 
put you in as the villain." 

This xemark was an inspiration of the moment; it 
was then that it first occurred to me that these experi- 
ences might prove sufficiently interesting for publica- 
tion. Bedri took the statement seriously, and it seemed 
to have a sobering effect. 

"Do you really intend to write a book?" he asked, 
almost anxiously. 

"Why not?" I rejoined. "General Lew Wallace 
was minister here — didn't he write a book? 'Sunset' 
Cox was also minister here — didn't he write one? Why 
shouldn't I ? And you are such an important character 
that I shall have to give you a part. Why do you go on 
acting in a way that will make me describe you as a 
very bad man? These sisters here have always been 
your frioids. They have never done you anything 
but good; th^ have educated many of your daughters; 
why do you treat them in this shameful fashion?" 

This idea produced an effect; Bedri consented to 
postpone execution of the order until we could get 
Talaat on the wire. In a few minutes I heard Talaat 
laughing over the telei^one. 

"I tried to esc^>e you," he said, "but you have 
caught me again. Why make such a row about this 
matter? Didn't the Frraich themselves expel all their 
nuns and monks? Why shouldn't we do it?" 

After I had r^^strated over this indecent haste 
Talaat told Bedri to suspend the order unto we had bad 
a chance to talk the matter over. Naturally this 
greatly relieved M^ Elvira and the mUn. Jtut at 
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we w^e about to leave, Bedri suddenly had a new ides. 
Hiete was one detail which he had apparently f oi^otten. 
^"We'U leave the Sion sisters alone for the present," 
he said, "but we must get their money." 

Reluctantly I acquiesced in his suggestion — knowing 
that all the valuables were safely KPQ^ig in the Amer- 
ican Embassy. So I had the pleasure of standing by 
and watching Bedri and his associates search the whole 
establishment. All they turned up was a small tin 
box containing a few copper coins, a prize which was 
so trifling that the Turks disdained to take it. Hiey 
were much pu^ed and disappointed, and from that 
day to this they have never known what became of the 
money. If my Turkish friends do me the honour of 
reading these pages, they will find that I have explained 
here for the first time one of the many nQrsteries of 
those exdtdng d^s. 

As some o$ the windows of the convent opened on 
the court of the Cathedral, which was Vatican xn^p- 
erty, we contended that the Tuikish Groremment could 
not seize it. Sudi of the sisters as were neutrals were 
allowed to remain in possessitm of the part that 
faced the Vatican land, while the rest of the building 
was turned into an Engineers' School. We arranged 
that the French nuns should have ten days to leave 
for thdr own country; they all reached their destination 
safely, and most are at present engaged in charities 
and war woric in France. 

My jocular statement that I intended to write a 
bo(Jc de^y impressed Bedri, and, in the next few weeks, 
he repeatedly r^erred to it. I kept bagtedogly telling 
him that, imless his behaviour unproved, I should be 
forced to picture him as the villain. One day he asl^ 
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me, in all seriousness, whether he could not do scnne- 
thing that would justify me in pcnlxaying him in a 
more favourable light. This attitude gave me an 
apportunity I had been seeking (or some time. Con- 
been a cottre for the 
particularly vicious gang was 
then operating under cover of a fake synagogue. A 
conmiittee, oi^anized to fight this crew, bad made me 
an honorary diairman. I told Bedri that he now had 
the chance to secure a reputation; because c^ the war. 
his powers as Prefect of Police had been greatly in- 
creased and a little vigorous action on his part would 
permanently rid the dty of this disgrace. The enthu- 
siasm with which Bedri adopted my suggestion and 
the thoroughness and abiUty with whidi he did the 
work entitle him to the gratitude of all decent people. 
In a few days every white-slave trader in Constantinople 
was scurrying for safety; most were arrested, a lew 
made their eso^; such as were foreigners, after serving 
terms in jail, were expelled from the country. Bedri 
furnished me photogr^hs of all the cuIqqI^ and they 
are now on file in our State Department. I was not 
writing a book at that time, but I felt obliged to secure 
some public recognition for Bedri's work. I ther^ore 
s^t his photogr^h, with a few w<a^ about his achieve- 
ment, to the New York Times, which published it In a 
Sunday edition. That a great American newspaper 
had recognized him in this way delighted Bedri beyond 
words. For mtmths he carried in his podcet the page 
of the Times contuning his picture, showing it to all 
his friends, lliis ev^it ended my troubles with the 
Prefect of Police; for the rest of my stay we had very 
few serious clashes. 
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WANQENHEOl AND THE BETHLEHEM 8TBEL COMPANY 

— ^A HOLT WAB THAT WAS MADE 

IN GERMANT 

^LL thia time I was increaaing my knowledge 
l\ of the modem German character, aa illustrated 
■M. A. in Wangenheim and his associates. In the 
eaily days of the war, the Germans showed their most 
ingratiating aide to Americans; as time weaxt on, how- 
ever, and it became f^>parent that public opinion in the 
United States almost mianimously supported the Allies, 
and that the Washington Administration would not 
flisr^ard the neutrality laws in order to promote Ger- 
many's interest, this friendly attitude changed and be- 
came almost hostile. 

The grievance to which the German Ambassador 
constantly returned with tiresome iteration was the 
old familiar one — ^the sale of Amen^m~~ammunition 
to the Allies. I hardly ever met him that he did not 
speak about it. He was constantly asking me to write 
to President Wilson, urging him to declare an embargo; 
of course, my contention that the commerce in munitions 
was entirety legitimate made no impression. As the 
struggle at the Dardanelles became more intense, Wan- 
genheim's insistence on the subject of American ammu- 
nition grew. He asserted that most of the shells used at 
the Dardanelles had been made in America and that the 
United States was really waging war on Turkey. 
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One day, more angry tlum luual, he brou^t me a 
piece d ahdL On it cleariy ^peaied the inscriptian 
"B5.Co." 

"Lookatthatl^heaaid. "I suppose you know what 
*BS.Co.' means? That is the Bethlehem Steel Com- 
panyl This will make the Turks furious. And re- 
mauber that we are going to hold the United States 
respondble for it We are getting more and more 
proof, and we are going to hold you to account for 
evoy death caused by American shells. It you would 
only write home and make them stop sdling ammuni- 
tion to our enemies, the war would be over very soc«i." 

I made the usual defense, and called Wangenhdm's 
attention to the fact that Gomany had sold muniti(»is 
to Spain in the Spanish War, but all this was to no 
purpose. All that Wangenheim saw was that American 
supplies formed an asset to his oiemy; the legalities <^ 
the situation did not interest him. Of course I refused 
point blank to write to the President about the matter. 

A few days afterward an article appeared in the iJt- 
dam discussing Turkish and American relations. This 
omtribution, for the greater part, was extremely com- 
plimoitary to America; its r^ purpose, however, was 
to contrast the present with the past, and to point out 
that our action in ftunishing ammonition to Turku's 
enemies was hardly in accordance with the historic 
friendship betweoi the two countries. The whole 
thing was evidently written merely to get before the 
Turkish people a statement almost parenthetically 
included in the final paragraph. "According to the 
report of correspondents at the Dardanelles it appears 
that most of the shells fired by the British and French 
during the last bombardment were made in Amoica." 
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At tiaB time the German Embassy conlroUed the 
Ikdam, and was conducting it entirely in the interest 
of German prc^aganda. A statement of this sort, 
instilled into the minds of impressionable and fanatical 
Turks, might have the most deplorable consequences. 
I ther^ore took the matter up immediately with the 
man whom I regarded as chiefly responsible for the at- 
tadE — the German Ambassador. 

At first Wangenheim asserted his innocence; he was 
as bland as a child in protesting bis ignorance of the 
whole affair. I called his attention to the fact that 
the statements in the Ikdam were almost identically 
the same as those which he had made to me a few days 
before; that the language in certain spots, indeed, was 
almost a repetition of his own conversation. 

"Either you wrote that article yourself," I said, 
"or you called in the reporter and gave him the leading 
ideas." : 

Wangenheim saw that there was no use in further 
denying the authorship. 

"Well." he said, throwing back his head, "what are 
you going to do about it?" 

This Tweed-like attitude rather nettled me and I 
resented it on the spot. 

"Ill tell you what I am going to do about it," X 
replied, "and you know that I will be able to carry 
out my threats. Either you stop stirring up anti- 
Americui feeling in Turkey or I shall start a campaign 
<d anti-German sentiment here. 

"You know. Baron," I added, "that you ;Grermans 
aie skating on very thin ice in this country. You 
know that the Turli^ don't love you any too well. In 
f act> you know that Americans are more popular here 
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than you are. Supposing that I go out, tell the Turin 
how you are simply using them for your own benefit — 
that you do not really regard them as your allies* but 
m«%ly as pawns in the game which you are ikying. 
Now, in sfimng np anti-American feeling here you 
are touching my softest spot. You are exposing our 
educational and religious institutions to the attadcs of 
the Turks. No one knows what they may do if they 
are persuaded that their relatives are b^ng shot down 
by American bullets. You stop this at once, or in three 
weeks I will fill the whole of Turkey with animosity 
toward the Germans. It will be a battle between us, 
andrl am ready for it." 

Wangenheim's attitude changed at once. He turned 
around, put his arm on my shoulder, and assumed a 
most conciliatory, almost affectionate, manner. 

"Come, let us be friends," he said. "I see that you 
are right about this. I see that such attacks might 
injureiyouT friends, the missionaries. I promise you 
that they will be stopped." 

fVom that day the Turkish press never mode the 
slightest unfriendly allusion to the United States. The 
abruptness with which the attacks ceased showed me 
that the Germans had evidently extended to Turl^y 
one of the most cherished expedients of the Fatherland 
— absolute government control of the press. But whai 
I think of the infgmous plots which Wangenheim was 
instigatii^ at that moment, his objection to the use of a 
few American shells by English battleships — ^if English 
battleships used any such sheUs, which I seriously 
doubt — seems almost grotesque. In the early days 
Wangenh^m had explained to me one of Germany's 
main purposes in forcing Turkey into the conflict. He 
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made this e^lanation quietly and n onch alantly, as 
though it had been quite the most ordinary matter in 
the world. Sitting in his o£Sce, puffing away at his 
big black German cigar, he unfolded Germany's scheme 
to arouse the whole fanatical Moslem world against the 
Christians. Germany had planned a real '*holy war" 
as one means of destroying English and French influ- 
ence in the world. "Turkey herself is not the really 
important matter," said Wangenheim. "Her army is a 
small one, and we do not expect it to do very much. 
For the most part it will act on the defensive. But the 
big thing is the Moslem world. If we can stir the 
Mohammedans up against the English and Russians, 
we can force them to make peace." 

What Wangenh^m evidently meant by the "Big 
thing" became apparent on November 13th, when the 
Sultan issued his declaration of war; this declaration 
was really an appeal for a Jihad, or a "Holy War" 
against the infidel. Soon afterward the Sheik-ul- 
Islam published his prodanmtion, summoning the whole 
Moslem world to arise and massacre their Christian op* 
pressors. *'0h, Moslems!" concluded this docummt. 
"Ye who are smitte n with lu^piness and are on the 
verge of sacrificing your life and your goods for the 
cause of right, and of braving perils, gather now around 
the Imperial throne, obey the commands of the Al- 
mighty, who, in the Koran, promises us bliss in this and 
in the next world; embrace ye the foot of the Calii^'s 
throne and know ye that the state is at war with Russia, 
England, France, and their Allies, and that these are the 
enemies of Islam. The Chief of the believers, the 
CaUph, invites you all as Moslems to join in the Soiy 
War!" 
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llie religioiiB leaden read this proclamation to thdr 
assembled congregations in the mosques; all the newv- 
papers printed it conspicuously; it was spread broad- 
cast in all the countries whidi had large Mohammedan 
populations — ^India, China, Persia, Egypt, Algims, 
Tripoli, Morocco, and the like; in all these places it was 
read to the assembled multitudes and the populace was 
ediorted to obey the mandate. The Ikdam, the Turic- 
ish newspaper which had passed into Gmuan owner- 
ship, was constantly indting the masses. " The deeds 
of our enemies," wrote this Turco-German editor, 
"have brought down the wrath of God, A ^eam.of 
hope has a|^)eared. All Mohammedans, yoimg and 
old, men, women, and cttildren, must fulfil their duty 
so that the gleam may not fade away, but give light to 
us forever. How many great thii]^ can be accom- 
plished by the arms of vigorous men, by the aid of 
others, of women and children! The time 

for action has come. We sh^ all have to fight with 
all our strength, with all our soul, with teeth and nuls, 
with all the sinews of our bodies and of otu* spirits. If 
we do it, the ddiverance of the subjected Mohammedan 
kingdoms is assured. Then, if God so wills, we shall 
march unashamed by the side of our friends who send 
their greetings to the Crescent, Allah is oiu- aid and 
the Prophet is oiur support." 

llie Sultan's proclamation was an official public 
document, and dealt with the prc^>osed Holy War only 
in a general way, but about this same time a secret 
pamphlet appeared which gave instructions to the faith- 
ful in more specific terms. This paper was not read 
in the mosques; it was distributed stealthily in all Mo' 
hammedan countries— India, Egypt, Morocco, Syria, 
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and many others; and it was significantly printed 
in Arabic, the language of the Koran. It was a lengthy 
document — the English translation contains 10,000 
words — ^full of quotations from the Koran, and its style 
was framed in its appeal to racial and rdigious hatred. 
It described a detailed plim of operations for the assas- 
sination and extermination of all Christians — except 
those of Gorman nationality. A few extracts will fairiy 
pOTtray its sinrit: "O people of the faith and O beloved 
ICoslems, consider, even though but for a brief momeait. 
the pres^it condition of the Islamic world. For if 
you consider this but for a little you will weep long." 
You will behold a bewildering state of affairs which' 
wiD cause the tear to fall and the fire d grief to blaze. 
You see the great country of India, which contains 
'hundreds of millions oi Moslems, fallen, because of re- 
ligious divisions and weaknesses, into the grasp of the 
caiemies of God, the infidel English. You see forty- 
millions of Moslems in Java shackled by the chains of 
captivity and of affliction under the rule of the Dutch, 
although these infidels are much fewer in number than 
the faithful and do not enjoy a much higher civiliza- 
tion. You see Egypt, Morocco, Tunis, Algeria, and 
the Sudan suffaing the extrones <A pain and groaning 
in the gra^ of the euemies of God and his apostle. 
You see the vast country of Siberia and Turkestan and 
Khiva fuid Bokhara and the Caucasus and the Crimea 
and Kazan and Ezferhan and Kbsahastan, whose Mos- 
lem peoples believe in the unity of God, ground under 
the feet of their oppressors, who are the enemies al- 
ready of our religion. You behold Persia being pre- 
pared for partition and you see the city of the Caliphate, 
which for ages has unceasingly fought breast to breast 
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with the enemies of our reli^on, now become the target 
for appmsaaa and violence. Thus wherever you look 
you see that the enemies of the true religion, particu- 
larly the English, the Russian, and the French, have 
oppressed Islam and invaded its rights in every possible 
way. We cannot enumerate the insults we have re- 
ceived at the hands of these nations who desire totally 
to destroy Islam and drive all Mohammedans o£F the 
face of the earth. This tyranny has passed all endur- 
able limits; the cup of our oppression is full to over- 
flowing. ... In bridF, the Moslems work and the 
infid^ eat; the Moslems are hungry and suffer and the 
infidels gorge themselves and live in luxury. The world 
of Islam smks down and goes backward, and the Chris- 
tian world goes forward and is more and more exalted. 
The Moslems are enslaved and the infidels 8ie the great 
rulos. This is all because the Moslems have aban- 
doned the plan set forth in the I^ran and igno'^ the 
Holy War which it commands. . But the 

time has now come for the Holy War, and by this the 
land of Islam shall be forever freed from the power 
of the infidels who oppress it. Iliis holy war has 
now become a sacred duty. Know ye that the 
blood of infidels in the Islamic lands may be died 
with impunity — except those to whom the Moslem 
power has promised security and who are allied with it. 
[Her^ we find that Germans and Austrians are ex- 
cqtted from massacre.] The killing of infideb who rule 
over Islam has become a sacred duty, whether you do it 
secretly or openly, as the Koran has decreed: 'Take 
them and kUl them whenever you find them. Behold 
we have delivered them unto your hands imd given 
you supreme power over them.* He who kills even one 
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unbeliever of those who rule over lu, whetho' h« doM 
it secretly or openly, shall be rewarded by God. And 
let every Moslem, in whatever part of the world he 
may be, swear a solemn oath to kill at least three or four 
of the infidels who rule over him, for they are the ene- 
mies of God and of the faith. Let every Moslem know 
that his reward for doing so shall be doubled by the 
God who created heaven and earth. A Moslem who 
does this shaU be saved from the terrors of the day of 
Judgment, of the resurrection of the dead. Who is the 
man who can refuse such a recompense for.such a small 
deed? . Yet the time has come that we 

should rise up as the rising of one man, in one hand p 
sword, in the other a gun, in his pocket balls of fire and 
death-dealing missiles, and in his heart the light of the 
faith, and that we should lift up our voices, saying — 
Bidia for the Indian Moslems, Java for the Javanese 
Moslems, Algeria for the Algerian Moslems, Morocco 
for the Moroccan' Moslems, Tunis for the Tunisan 
Moslems, Egypt for the Egyptian Moslems, Iran for 
the Iranian Moslems, IXiran for the Turanian Moslems, 
Bokhara for the Bokharan Moslems, Caucasus for the 
Caucasian Moslems, and the Ottoman Empire for the 
Ottoman Turks and Arabs." 

Specific instructions for carrying out this holy pur- 
pose foUow. There shall be a "heart war" — evrary fol- 
lower of the Prophet, that is, shall constantly noiuish 
in his spi^t a hatred of the infidel; a "speech war" — 
with tongue and pen every Moslem shall spread this 
same hatred wherever Mohammedans live; and a war 
{^ deed — ^fighting and killing the infidel wherever he 
shows hb head. This latter conflict, says the pamph- 
let, is the "true war." There is to be a "little holy 
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war" and a "great holy war"; the first describes the 
battle which every Mohammedan ia to wage in his 
community against his Christian neighbours, and the 
second is the great world strt^Ie which united Islam, 
in India. Arabia, Turkey, Africa, and other countries 
is to wage against the infidel oppressors. "The Holy 
War," says the pamphlet, "will be of three forms. First, 
the individual war, which consists of the individual 
personal deed. This may be carried on with cutting, 
killing instruments, like the holy war which one of the 
faithful made against Peter Galy, the infidel English 
governor, like the slaying of the English chief of police 
in India, and like the killing of one of the ofBciaJs 
arriving in Mecca by Abi Busir (may God be pleased 
with him)." The document gives several other in- 
sUmces of assassination which the faithful are enjoined 
to imitate. Second, the believers are told to organize 
"bands," and to go forth and slay Christians. The 
most us^ul are those organized and operating in secret. 
" It is hoped that the Islamic world of to-day will profit 
very greatly from such secret bands." Tte third 
method is by "oi^aoized campaigns," that is, by trained 
armies. 

Is all parts of this incentive to murder and assassina- 
tion there are indications that a German hand has ex- 
otased an editorial supervision. Only those infidels 
are to be slain, "who rule over us" — ^that is, those who 
have Mohammedui subjects. As Germany has no 
such subjects, this saving clause was expected to pro- 
tect Germans from assault. The Germans, with thdr 
usual interest in their own well-being and thdr usual 
disr^ard of thdr ally, evidently overlooked the fact 
that Austria had many Mohammedan subjects in Bos- 
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IU& and Herz^ovina. Moslems are instructed that 
they should form armies, "even though it may be neces- 
saiy to introduce some foreign dements" — that is, 
bring in German instructors and Genuan officers. 
"You must remember" — ^this is evidaitly intended as 
a blanket protectitm to Germans everywhere — "that it 
is absolutely unlawful to oppose any of the peoples of 
other religions between whom and the Moslems there is 
a covenant or of those who have not manifested hos- 
tility to the seat of the Caliphate or those who have 
entered under the protection of the Moslems." 

Even though I had not had Wangenheim's personal 
statement that the (xermans intended to arouse the 
Mohammedans everywhere against England,'' Rrance, 
and Russia, these interpolaticais would clearly enough 
have indicated the real inspiration of this amam'ng 
document. At the time Wangeoheim discussed the 
matter with me, his chief idea seemed to be that a 
"holy war" of this sort would be the quickest means 
<^ forcing England to make peace. According to this 
point of view, it was really a great peace offensive. At 
that time Wangenheim reflected the conviction, which 
was prevalent in all official circles, that Germany had 
made a mistake in bringing England into the conflict, 
and it was evidently his idea now that if back fires 
oould be started against England in India, Egypt, the 
Sudan, and other places, the British Empire would 
withdraw. Even if British Mohammedans refused to 
rise, Wangenheim believed that the mere threat of such 
an uprising would induce England to abandon Belgium 
and France to thor fate. The danger of spreading 
such incendiary Uterature among a wildly fanatical 
people is apparent. I was not the cmly neutral dij^omat 
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who feared the most serious consequences. M. Toeheff, 
the Bulgarian Minister, one of the ablest members of 
Uie diplomatic corps, was much disturbed. At that 
time Btdgaria was neutral, and M. Toeheff used to 
tell me that his country hoped to maintain this neu- 
trality. Each side, he said, expected that Bulgaria 
would become its ally, and it was Bulgaria's policy 
to keep each side in this expectant frune of mind. 
Should Germany succeed in starting a "Holy War" 
and should massacres result, Bulgaria, added M. 
Toeheff, would certainly join forces with the Entente. 
We arranged that he should call upon Wangenheim 
and repeat this statement, and that I should bring 
similar pressure to bear upon Enver. From the first, 
however, the Holy War proved a failure. The 
Mohammedans of such countries as India, Egypt, 
Algiers, and Morocco knew that they were getting far 
better treatment than they could obtain under any 
other conceivable conditions. Moreover, the simple- 
minded Mohammedans could not understand why 
they should prosecute a holy war against Christians 
and at the same time have Christian nations, such as 
Germany and Austria, as their partners. This associa- 
tioa made the whole proposition ridiculous. The 
^ran, it is true, commands the slaughter of Christians, 
but that sacred volume makes no exception in favour 
of the Germans and, in the mind of the fanatical Mo- 
hammedan, a German ray<Ji is as much Christian dirt 
as an Ei^lishman or a Frenchman, and his massacre 
is just as meritorious an act. The fine distinctions 
necessitated by European diplomacy he understands 
about as completely as he imderstands the law of gravi- 
tation or the nebular hypothesis. The (jerman failure 
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to talc* thu into account is only another evidence of 
tine fundamental Giennan cIumatDeas and real ignorance 
of racial paycholo^. The only tangible fact that 
stands out clearly is the Kaiser's desire to let loose 
300.000,000 Mohanunedans in a gigantic St. Bartholo- 
mew massacre of Christians. 

Was tiiere then no "holy war" at all? Did Wan- 
genheim's "Big Thing" really fail? Whenever I think 
of this burlesque Jihad a particular scene in the 
American Embassy comes to my mind. On one side 
of the taUe sits Enver, most peacefully sipping tea and 
eating qakes, and on the other side is myse^ engaged 
in the same unwarlike occupation. It is November 
14th, the day after the Sultan has declared his holy war; 
there have he&x meetings at the mosques and othe? 
I^aces. at which the declaration has been read and &&ry 
speeches made. Enver now assin«s me that absolutely 
no harm will come to Americans; in fact, that there 
will be no massacres anyway. While he is talking, 
one of my secretaries comes in and tells me that a Httle 
mob is making demonstrations against certain foreign 
establishments. It has assaUed an Austrian shop 
which has unwisely kept up its sign saying that it has 
"English clothes" for sale. I ask Enver what this 
means; he answers that it is all a mistake; there is no 
intention of attaddng anybody. A little while after he 
leaves I am infcomed that the mob has attacked the 
Bon March£, a French dry-goods store, and is heading 
directly for the British Embassy. I at once call Enver 
on the telephone; it is all right, he says, nothing will 
happen to the embassy. A minute or two after, the 
mob immediately wheds about and starts for Tokat- 
lian's, the most important restaurant in Constantinople. 
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The fact that this is conducted fay an Armenian i 
it fair game. Six men wtio hare poles, with hooks at 
the end, break all the mirrors and windows, others 
talK the marble tops of the tables and smash them to 
bits. In a few minutes the place has been completely 
gutted. 

, This demonstration comprised the "^Qciy War," 
8o far as Constantlnoi^e understood it. Such was the 
in^orious end of G^many's attempt to arouse 
300,000,000 Mohammedans against the Christian world ! 
Only one d^nite result did the Kaiser accomplish 
by spreading this inciting litoature. It aroused in 
the Mohammedan soul all that intense animosity to- 
ward the Christian which is the fundamental fact in his 
strange emotional nature, and thus started passions 
aflame that afterward spent themsdves in the mas- 
sacres of the Armenians and other subject peoples. 



D.n.iized by Google 



CHAPTER XV 

DJEUAI4 A TEOUBLESOME MARK ANTONY — THE FIRST 
GERMAN ATTiaiPT TO QBT A GERMAN PEACE 

rr EARLY November, 1914, the railroad station at 
Haidar Fasha was the scene of a great demonstra- 
tion. Djemal, the Minister of Marine, one otthe 
three men who were then most powerful in the Turkish 
Empire, was leaving to take command of the Fourth 
Turkish Army, which had its headquarters in Syria. 
All the members of the Cabinet and other influential 
people in Constantinople assembled to give this depart- 
ing satrap an enthusiastic farewell. They hailed him 
as the "Saviour of Egypt," and Djemal himself, jUst 
before his train started, made this public declaration: 

"I shall not return to Constantinople until I have 
conquered Egypt!" 

The whole performance seemed to me to be some- 
what bombastic. Inevitably it called to mind the third 
member of another bloody t riumvi rate who, nearly two 
thousand years before, had left his native land to be- 
come the supreme dictator of the East. And Djemal 
had many characteristics in common with Mark An- 
tony, like his Romui predecessor, his private life was 
p rofliy ate: like Antony, he was an insatiate gambler, 
spending much of his leisure ovot the~card table at 
the Cerde d'Orient. Another trait which he had in 
common with the great Roman orator was his enormous 
vanity. The Turkish world seemed to be disintegrating 
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in Djemal'a time, just as the BoDUm B^public was 
dissolving in the days of Antony; Djemal bdieved that 
he might himself become the heir of one or more of its 
provinces and possibly establish a dynasty. He ex- 
pected- that the military expedition on which he was 
now starting would make him not only the conqueror 
of Turkey's fairest province, but also one of the 
powerfiil figures of the world. Afterward, in Syria, 
he ruled as independently as a medieval robber baron — 
whom in other details he resembled; he became a kind 
of sub-sultan, holding his own court, havii^ his own 
selamlik, issuing his own orders, dispensing freely his 
own^ind of justice, and often disr^arding the author!' 
ties at Constantinople. 

The ^plause with which Djemal's associates wvrc 
speeding his departure was not entirely disinterested. 
The fact was that most of them were exceedingly glad 
to see him go. He had been a thorn in the aide of 
Talaat and Enver for some time, and they were per- 
fectly content that he should exercise his impetus 
and stubborn nature against the Syrians, Armeniuis. 
and other non-Moslem elements in the Mediterranean 
provinces. Djemal was not a popular man in Constan- 
tinople. The other members of the triumvirate, in 
addition to their less desirable qualities, had certain 
attractive traits — Talaat, his rough virility and spon- 
taneous good nature, Enver, his courage and personal 
gTBciousness — but there was little about Djemal that 
was pleasing. An American physician who had special- 
ized in the study of physiognomy had found Djemal 
a fascinating subject. He told me that he had never 
seen a face that so combined ferocity with great power 
and penetration. Enver, as his history showed* could 
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be cruel and bloodthirsty, but h.% hid hb more insidious 
qu^ties under a face that was bland, unnifBed, and 
even agreeable. Djemal, however, did not disguise 
his tendencies, for his face dearly pictured the inner 
soul. His eyes were black and piercing; their sharp- 
ness, the rapidity and keenness with which they darted 
from one object to another, taking in apparently every- 
thing with a few lightning-like glances, signalized cun- 
ning, remorselessness, and selfishness to an extreme 
degree. Even his laugh, which disclosed all his white 
teeth, was impleasant and animal'Iike. His black hair 
and black beard, contrasting with his pale face, only 
heightened this impression. At first Djemal's figure 
seemed somewhat insignificant — he was undersized, 
almost stumpy, and somewhat stoop-shouldered; as 
soon as he b^an to move, however, it was evident 
that his body was full of energy. Whenever he shook 
your hand, gripping you with a vise-like grasp and look- 
ing at you with those roving, penetrating eyes, the 
man's personal force became impressive. 

Yet, after a momentary meeting, I was not surprised 
to hear that Djemal was a man with whom assassina- 
tion and judicial murder were all part of the day's 
work. Like all the Yoimg Turks his origin had been 
extrranely humble. He had joined the Committee of 
Union and Progress in the early days, and his personal 
power, as well as his rdentlessness, had rapidly made 
him one of the leaders. After the murder of Nazim, 
Djemal had become Military Governor of Constanti- 
nople, his chief duty in this post being to remove from 
the scene the opponents of the ruling powers. Hiis 
oongmial task he perfimned with great skill, and the 
re^ of terrcff that resulted was largely Djonal's 
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handiwork. Subsequently Djemal became a member of 
the Cabmet, but he could not worik faarmonknuly with 
his associates; he was always a troublesome partus. 
In the days preceding the break with the Eutaite he 
was popularly r^arded as a Francophile. 'WhateTer 
feeling Djetoal may have «itertained toward the E^- 
toite, he made little attempt to conceal his detestation 
of the Germans. It is said that he would swear at 
than in thor presence — ^in Turkish, of course; and he 
was cme of the few important Tuikish o£Bcials who never 
came under their influence. The fact was that Djemal 
represented that taidency which was rapidly gaining 
the ascendancy in Turidsh policy — ^Fan-Turkisni. He 
despised the subject peoples of the Ottoman country — 
Arabs, Greeks, Armenians, Circassians, Jews; it was 
his determination to Turkify the whole empire. His 
personal ambition brought him into frequent conflict 
with Enver and Talaat, who told me many times that 
they could not control him. It was for this reason 
that, as I have said, they were glad to see him go — not 
that they r^illy expected him to capture the Suez Canal 
and drive the English out of Egypt. Incidentally, this 
appointment fairly indicated the incongruous organiza- 
tion that then existed in Turkey. As Miuisto' td, 
Marine, Djemal's real i^ace was at the Navy Depart- 
ment; instead of working in hia official field the head of 
the navy was sent to lead an army over the burning 
sands of Syria and Sinai. 

Yet Djemal's expedition represented Turkey's most 
qtectacular attempt to assert its military power against 
the Allies. As Djema) moved out of the statsm, the 
idicJe Turkish populace felt that an historic moment 
had arrived. ' ^Turkey in less than a century had kist 
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the greater part of her dominions, and nothing had 
more pained the national pride than the English occu- 
pation of Egypt. All during this occupation, Turkish 
suzerainty had been recognized; as soon as Turkey 
ItR^red war on Great Britain, however, the British 
had ended this fiction and had formally taken over 
this great province. Djemal's expedition was Turkey's 
reply to this act of Engird. The real purpose of the 
war, the Turkish people had been told, was to restore 
the vanishing empire of the Osmans, and to this great 
undertaking the recovery of Egypt was merely the 
first st^. The Turks also knew that, imder English 
administration, Egypt had become a prosperous country 
and that it would, therefore, yield great treasure to 
the fX>nqueror. It is no wonder that the huzzahs of 
the Turkish people followed the departing Djemal. 

About the same time Enver left to take command of 
Turkey's other great military enterprise — the attack 
on Russia through the Caucasus. Here also were 
IHirkish provinces to be "redeemed." After the war of 
1878, Turkey had been compelled to cede to Russia 
certain rich territories between the Caspian and the 
Black seas, inhabited chiefly by Armenians, and it was 
this country which Enver now proposed to. reconquer. 
But Envf had no ovation on his leaving. He went 
away quietly and unobserved. With the departure 
of these two men the war was now fairly on. 

Despite these martial enterprises, other than warlike 
preparations were now under way in Constantinople. 
At that time — ^in the latter part of 1914 — ^its external 
characteristics suggested nothing but war, yet now it 
suddenly became the great headquarters of peace. 
Tba P-ngif-Ti fleet was cmistantly threatening the 
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Dardaodles and every day T^nUsh traaiM werepaMnis 

throng the streets. Yet these activities did not diiefiy 
engage the attmtiaii vi the German Embavy. Wan- 
genhefan was thinking of one thing and of one thing (mly ; 
this fire-eating Gennaa had suddenly become a man of 
peace. For he now learned that the greatest service 
which a German ambassador could render his empavr 
would be to end the war '<m tains that woiild save 
Germaoy from exhaustion and even from min; to ob- 
tain a settlement that would remstate his f atheriand in 
the society of nations. 

In November, Wangeoheim began discussing this 
subject. It was part of Germany's system, he tM 
me, not only to be completely prepared for war but 
also for peace. "A wise general, ^en he begins his 
campaign, always has at hand his plans for a retreat, 
in case he is defeated," said the German Ambassador. 
'"This principle applies just the same to a nation be- 
ginning war. There is only one certainty about war — 
and that is that it must end some time. So, when we 
plan war, we must consider also a campaign for peace." 

But Wangenheim was interested then in something 
more tangible than this philosophic princ^le. Ger- 
many had immediate reasons for desiring the end <rf 
hostilities, and Wangenheim discussed them frankly 
and cynically. He said that Gomany had {uepared 
for only a short war, because she had expected to crush 
France and Russia in two brief campaigns, lasting 
not longer than six months. Clearly this plan had 
failed and there was little likelihood that Gennany 
would win the war; Wangenheim told me this in so 
many words. Gennany, he added, would make a 
great mistake if she persisted in fighting to the point of 
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exhaustion, for such a fight would mean the permanent 
loss of her colonies, her mercantile marine, and her 
vliole economic and commercial status. "If we don't 
get Paris in thirty days, we are beat^t," Wangenhdm 
had told me in August, and though his attitude changed 
somewhat after the battle of the Mame, he made no 
attempt to conceal the fact that the great rush cam- 
paign had collapsed, that all the Germans could now 
look forward to was a tedious, exhausting war, and 
that aQ they could obtain from the existing situation 
would be a drawn battle. "We have made a mistake 
this time," Wangenhdm said, "in not laying m supplies 
for a probB cted struggle; it was an error, however, 
that we shall not repeat; next time we shall store up 
enough copper and cotton to last for five years." 

Wangenheim had another reason for wishing an 
immediate peace, and it was a reason which shed much 
light upon the shamelessness of German diplomacy. 
The preparation which Turkey was making for the 
conquest of Egypt caused this German ambassador 
much annoyance and anxiety. The interest and energy 
which the Turks had manifested in this oiterprise were 
particularly giving him concern. Naturally I thought 
at first that Wangenheim was worried that Turkey 
would lose; yet he confided to me that his real fear was 
that his ally might succeed. A victorious Turkish 
campaign in Egypt, Wangenheim explained, might 
sffliously interfere with Germany's plans. Should Tur- 
key conquer Egypt, naturally Turkey would insist at 
the peace table on retaining this great province and 
would expect Germany to support her in this claim. 
But Germany had no inteaition then of promoting the 
reestabUahment of the Turkish Empire. At that time 
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ahe hoped to reach an understanding with En^aud* the 
basis of which was to be something in the nature of a 
division of interests in the East. Germany denred 
above all to obtain Mes(^>otamia as an indispensable 
part of her Hamburg-Bagdad scheme. In return for 
this, she was prepared to give her endorsement to Eng- 
land's annexatbn of Egypt. Thus it was Grermany's 
plan at that time that ahe and England should divide 
TuHc^'s two fairest dominions. This was one of the 
proposals which Germany intended to bring forth in 
the peace confereuce which Wangenheim was now 
sdmning for, and clearly Turkey's conquest of Egypt 
would have presented complications in the way of car- 
rying out this plan. On the morality of Germany's 
attitude to her aUy, Turkey, it is hardly necessary to 
comment. The whole thing was all f^ a piece with 
Germany's policy of "realism" in foreign rdations. 

Nearly all German classes, in the latter part of 1914 
and the early part of 1915, were anxiously looking for 
peace and tiiey tiimed to Constantinople as the most 
promiung spot where peace negotiations might most 
favourably be started. The Grermans took it for 
granted that President Wilson would be the peace- 
maker; indeed, they never for a moment thought of any 
one else in this capacity. The only point that remained 
for consideration was the best way to approach the 
President. Such negotiations would most likely be 
conducted through one of the American ombassadms 
in Europe. Obviously, Germany had no means of ac- 
cess to the American ambassadors in the great csemy 
capitals, and other circiunstances induced the German 
statesmen to tumto the American Ambassador in Turkey. 

At this time a German diplomat fq>peared in Om- 
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stantinople who has figured much in recent history — 
Dr. Richard von Kilhlmaim, afterward Minister for For- 
eign Affairs. In the last five years Dr. Von Klihhnann 
has seemed to appear in Uiat particular part of the 
world where important confidential diplomatic nego- 
tiations are b^g conducted by the German Empire. 
Frince Lichnowsl^ has described his activities in 
London in 1913 and 1914, and he figured even more 
conspicuously in the infamous peace treaty of Brest- 
LitOTsJc. Soon after the war started Dr. Von KUhlmann 
"dame to Constantinople as Conseiller of the German 
JBmbassy, succeeding Von Mutius, who had been called 
to the colours. For one reason his appointment was 
appropriate, for KUhlmann had been bom in Constan- 
tinople, and had spent his early life there, his father 
having been president of the Anatolian railway. He 
therefore understood the Turks as only one can who 
has lived with them for many years. Personally, he 
proved to be an interesting addition to the diplomatic 
colony. He impressed me as not a particularly ag- 
gressive, but a very entertaining, man; he apparently 
wished to become friendly with the American Embassy 
and he possessed a certain attraction for us all as he 
had just come from the trenches and gave us many 
vivid pictures of life at the front. At that time we were 
all keenly interested in modem warfare, and KUhlmann's 
details of trench fighting held us spellbound many 
an afternoon and evening. His other favourite topic 
of conversation was Weli-P(ditik, and on all foreign 
matters he strack me as remarkably well informed. 
At that time we did not regard Von KUhlmann as an 
in^Mrtant man, yet the industry with which he at- 
tended; to his business attracted evayone*s attention 
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ev«n thea. Soon, however, I b^an to have a {eding 
that he was exerting a powerful influence in a quiet, 
vdvety kind of way. He said little, but I realized that 
he was listening to everything and storing all kinds of 
information away in his mind; he was ^parently 
Wangenheim's doseat jonfid ant, and the man upon 
whom the Ambassador was depending for his contact 
with the German Foreign OflSce. About the middle 
of December, Von Kiihimann left for Berlin, where he 
stayed about two weeks. On his return, in the early 
part of January, 1015, there was a noticeable change 
in the atmosphere of the Grermui Embassy. Up to 
that time Wangenheim had discussed peace negotia- 
tions more or less informally, but now he took up the 
matter spedfically. I gathered that Ktihlmaon had 
been called to Berlin to recdve all the latest details on 
this subject, and that he had come back with the 
definite instructions that Wangenheim should move at 
once. In all my talks with the German Ambassador 
on peace, Kuhlmann was always hovering in the back- 
ground; at one most important conference he was pres- 
ent, though he participated hardly at all in the conver- 
sation, but his rdle, as usual, was that of a subordinate 
and quietly eager listener. 

Wangenheim now informed me that January, 1915, 
would be an excdlent time to end the war. Italy 
had not yet altered, though there wa^ every reascm to 
believe that she would do so by spring. Bulgaria and 
Rumania were still holding aloof, though no one ex- 
pected that their waiting attitude would last forever. 
France and England were preparing for the first of the 
"spring offensives," and the Germans had no assurance 
that it would not succeed; indeed, they much feared 
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'that the German armies would meet disaster. The 
Britiah and French warships were gathering at the 
Dardanelles; and the German General Staff and prac- 
tically all miUtary and naval experts in Constantinople 
believed that the Allied fleets could force their way 
through and capture the dty. Most Turks by this 
time were sick of the war, and Grermany always had in 
mind that Turkey might make a separate peace. Af- 
terward I discovered that whenevw the miUtary situa- 
ation looked o minou a to Germany, she was always 
thinking about peace, but that if the situation im- 
proved she would immediately become warlike again; 
it was a case of sick-devil, well-devil. Yet, badly as 
Wangenheim wanted peace in January, 1915, it was 
quite apparent that he was not thinking of a permanent 
peace. The greatest obstacle to peace at that time 
was the fact that Germany showed no signs that she 
regretted her crimes, and there was not the slightest 
evidence of the sackcloth in Wangenheim's attitude 
now. Gomany had made a bad guess, that was all; 
what Wangenheim and the other Germans saw in the 
situation was that their stock of wheat, cotton, and 
copper was inadequate for a protracted struggle. In 
iny notes of my conversations with Wangenheim I find 
him frequently using such phrases as the "next war," 
"next time," and, in confidently looking forward to 
another greater world cataclysm than the present, he 
merely reflected the attitude of the dominant junfccr- 
nulitary class. The Germans apparently wanted a 
reconciliation — a kind of an armistice — that would 
give their^generals and industrial leaders time to prepare 
for the next conflict. At that time, nearly four years 
ago, Gmnany was moving for practically the same kind 
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of peace ne^Uations wliich ahe has suggested many 
times since and is suggesting now; Wangenheim's plan 
was that representatives of the warring powers should 
gather around a table and settle things on the principle 
of " give and take." He said that there was no sense in 
demanding that each side state its terms in advance. 

" For both sides to state their terms in advance would 
ruin the whole thing," he said. "What would we do? 
Germany, of course, would make claims whidl the oth^ 
side would regard as ridiculously extravagant. The 
Entente would state terms which would put all Germany 
in a rage. As a result, both sides would get so angry 
that there would be no conference. No — if we really 
want to end this war we must have an armistice. Once 
we stop fighting, we shall not go at it again. History 
presents no instance in a great war where an armistice 
has not resulted in peace. It will be so in this case." 

Yet, from Wangenheim's conversation I did obtain 
a slight JTiVliTig of Germany's terms. The matter of 
Egypt and Mesopotamia, set forth above, was one of 
them. Wangenheim was quite insistent that Germany 
must have permanent naval bases in Belgium, with 
which her navy could at all times threaten England 
wiUi blockade and so make sure "the freedom of the 
seas." Germany wanted coaling rights everywhere; 
this demand looks absurd because Germany has always 
possessed such rights in peace times. She mif^t give 
France a piece of Lorraine and a part of Belgium — per- 
haps Brussels — in return for the payment of an in- 
demnity. 

Wangenheim requested that I should place Ger- 
many's case before the American Govenunent. My 
.letter to Washington is dated January 11, 1916. It 
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wmt fully into the internal situation which then pre- 
vaUed uid gave the reasons why Germany and Turlrey 
demred peace. 

A particularly interesting part of this inddeat was 
that Germany was apparently ignoring Austria. Fal- 
lavicini, the Austrian Ambassador, knew nothing cS 
the pending negotiations until I myself informed him of 
them. In thus ignoring his ally, the Gennan Ambas- 
sador meant no personal disrespect; he was merdy 
treating him precisely as his Foreign Office was treating 
'\^e9Uia — not as an equal, but practically as a retfuner. 
Ilie world is familiar enough with Germany's military 
and diplomatic absorption of Austria-Hungary, but that 
"Wangenheim should have made so important a move as 
to attempt peace negotiations and have left it to Fallavi- 
cini to learn about it through a third party shows that, 
as far back as January, 1915, the Austro-Hungarian 
EiiQ>ire had ceased to be an independent nation. 

Nothing came <^ this proposal, of course. Our Gov- 
ernment declined to take action, evidently not r^ard- 
ing the time as opportune. Both Germany and Tur- 
key, as I shall tell, recurred to this subject afterward. 
This particular negotiation ended in the latter part of 
March, when Klihfanann left Constantinople to become 
Minister at The Hague. He came and paid his farewell 
call at the American Kmbassy, as charming, as entertain- 
ingi and as debonair as ever. His last words, as he 
shook my hand and left the building, were — subsequent 
events have naturally caused* me to remember them : 

**We shall have peace within three months, Ex- 



This little scene took place, and this happy forecast 
vas made, in March, 191fi! 
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CHAPTEB XVI 

THB TCBKS PREPABE TO FLEE FBOU COHBTANTINOFLE 
ASD ESTABLISH A IfEV CAFITAL IN ASIA lONOB — 
THE *».T.rim fleET BOMBABOING THE DABDANELLES 

PROBABLY one tiling tiiat stimulated this Ger- 
man desire for peace waa the situation at the 
Dardandles. In eariy January, when Wan- 
genhdm persuaded me to write my letter to Washing- 
tfHi, Constantinople was in a state of the utmost excite- 
ment. It was reported that the Allies had assembled 
a fleet of forty warships at the mouth of the Darda^ 
ndles and that they intended to attempt the forcing 
of the struts. What made the situation particulaily 
tenae was the belief, which then genmdly prevailed 
in Constantinople, that such an attempt would suc- 
ceed. Wangenhdm shared this belief, and so in a 
modified form, did Von der Goltz, who probably knew 
as much about the Dardanelles defenses as any other 
man, as he had for years been Turkey's military in- 
structor. I find in my diary Von der Goltz's preciae 
opinion <m this point, as reported to me by Wangen- 
heim, and I quote it exactly as written at that time: 
"Although he thought it was almost impossible to 
force the Dardanelles, still, if England thought it an 
important move of the general wu*, they could, by 
sacrificing ten ships, force the entrance, and do it very 
fast, and be up in the Marmora within ten hours from 
the time they forced it." 
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Tb/6 very day that Wangenheim gave me this espert 
opinion of Von der Goltz, he asked me to store^several 
cases of his valuables in the American Embassy. Evi- 
dently he was makiDg preparations for his own de- 
parture. 

Reading the Cromer report on the Dardanelles 
bombardment, I find that Admiral Sir John Fisher, 
then First Bea Lord, placed the price of success at 
twelve ships. Evidently Von der Goltz and Fisher did 
not differ materially in thdr estimates. 

The situation of Turkey, when these first rumours of 
an allied bombardment reached us, was fairly desper- 
ate. On all sides there were evidences of the fear 
and panic that had stricken not only the populace, but 
the official classes. Calamities from all sides were ap- 
parently closing in on the country. Up to January 
1, 1915, Turkey had done nothing to justify her par- 
ticipation in the war; on the contrary, she had met 
defeat practically everywhere. Djemal, as already 
recorded, had left Constantinople as the prospective 
"Conqueror <A Egypt," but his expedition had proved 
to be a bloody and humiliating failure. Enver's at- 
tempt to redeem the Caucasus from Russian rule had 
resulted in an even more frightful military disaster. 
He had ignored the advice of the Germans, which was 
to let the Russians advance to Sivas and make his stand 
th«e> and, instead, he had boldly attempted to gain 
Russian territory in the Caucasus. This army had 
been defeated at every point, but the mih'taiy reverses 
did not end its sufferings. The Turks had a most in- 
adequate medical and sanitary service; typhus and 
dysentery broke out in all^e camps, the deaths from 
these diseases reaching 100,000 men. Dreadful stories 
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were constantly coming in, telling of the sufferings of 
these soldiers. That England was preparing for an in- 
vasion of Mesopotamia was well known, and no one at 
that time had any reason to believe that it would not 
succeed. Every day the Tiu'ks expected the news that 
the Bulgarians had declared wax and were marching on 
Constantinople, and they knew that such an attack 
would necessarily bring in Rumania and Greece. It 
was no diplomatic secret that Italy was waiting only 
for the arrival of warm weather to join the Allies. 
At this moment the Russian fieet was bombarding 
Trebizond, on the Black Sea. and was daily expected at 
the entrance to the Bosphorus. Meanwhile, the do- 
mestic situation was deplorable: all over Turkey thou- 
sands of the populace were daily dying oi starvation; 
practically all able-bodied men had been takoi into the 
army, so that only a few were left to till the fields; the 
criminal requisitions had almost destroyed all busi- 
ness; the treasury was in a more exhausted state than 
normally, for the closing of the Dardanelles and the 
blockading of the Mediterranean ports had stopped 
all imports and customs dues; and the increasing wrath 
of the people seemed likely any day to break out against 
Taalat and his associates. And now, surrounded by 
increasing troubles on every hand, the Turks learned 
that this mighty armada of England and her allies was 
approaching, determined to destroy the defenses and 
c^ture the city. At that time there was no force which 
the Turks feared so greatly as they feared the British 
fleet. Its tradition of several centuries of imintCTTupted 
victories had completely seized their im a gin ation. It 
seemed to them superhuman — the one ovenrhelmmg 
power whidi it was hopeless to contest 
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WangenheJTn and also nearly all of the German 
military and naval forces not only regarded the forcmg 
of the Dardanelles as possible, but they believed it to 
be inevitable. The possibility of British success was 
one of the most familiar topics of discussion, and the 
waght of opinion, both lay and professional, inclined 
in favour of the Allied fleets. Talaat told me that an 
attempt to force the straits would succeed — it only 
depended on England's willingness to sacrifice a few 
ships. The real reason why Tiurkey had sent a force 
against Egypt, Talaat added, was to divert En^and 
from maldng an attack on the Gallipoli peninsula. 
The state of mind that existed is shown by the fact that, 
on January 1st, the Turkish Government had made 
preparations for two trains, one of which was to take 
the Sultan and his suite to Asia Minor, while the other 
was intended for Wangenheim, Fallavicini, and the 
rest of the diplomatic corps. On January 2d, I had 
an illuminating talk with Fallavicini. He showed me 
a certificate given him by Bedri, the Prefect of Police, 
passing him and his secretaries and servants on one 
of these emergency trains. He also had seat tickets 
for himself and all of his suite. He said that each train 
would have only three cars, so that it could make great 
speed; he had been told to have everything ready to 
start at an hour's notice. Wangenheim made Uttle 
attempt to conceal his apprehensions. He told me 
that he had made all preparations to send his wife to 
Berlin, and he invited Mrs. Morgenthau to accompany 
her, so that she, too, could be removed from the danger 
zone. Wangenheim showed the fear, which was then 
the prevailing one, that a successfid bombardment 
would lead to fires and massacres in Constantinople 
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as well as in the reat of Tutfc^. In aniicipatian of 
such disturbances he made a characteristic suggeadcm. 
Should the fleet pass the Dardanelles, he said, the life 
of no Englishman in Turkey would be safe — they 
would all be massacred. As it was so difficult to tdl 
ain En^ishman from an American, he proposed that 
I should give the Americans a distinctive button to 
wear, which would protect them from Turkish violeaice. 
As I was convinced that Wangenheim's real purpose 
was to arrange some Bure means of identifying the Eng- 
lish and of so subjecting them to Turkish ill-treat- 
ment, I refused to act on this amiable suggestion. 

Another incident illustrates the no^ous tension 
which prevailed in those January days. I noticed that 
some shutters at the British Embassy were open, so 
Mrs. Morgenthau and I went up to investigate. In 
the early days we had sealed this building, which had 
heai left in my (>hai^, and this was the first time we 
had broken the seals to enter. About two hours after 
we returned from! this tour of inspection, Wangenh^m 
came into my office in one of his now familiar agitated 
moods. It had been reported, he said, that Mrs. 
Morgenthau and I had been up to the Embassy getting 
it ready for the British Admiral, who expected aoan to 
take possession ! 

All this seems a little absurd now, for, in fact, the 
Allied fleets made no attack at that time. At the very 
moment when the whole of Constantinople was fever- 
ishly awaiting the British dreadnaughts, the British 
Cabinet in London was merely considering the ad- 
visability of such an enterprise. The record shows 
that Fetrograd, on January 2d, tel^raphed the British 
Government, asking that some kind of a demonstration 
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be made against the Turks, who were presaing the 
Biusiaiis in the Caucasus. Though an encouraging 
reply was inuuediatdy sent to this request, it was not 
until January 28th that the British Cabinet definitely 
issued orders for an attack on the Dardanelles. It is 
no long^ a secret that there was no imanimous confi- 
dence in the success of such an undertaking. Admiral 
Carden recorded his beUef that the strait "could not 
be rushed, but that extended operations with a large 
number of ships might succeed." The penalty of 
failure, he added, would be the great loss that En^and 
would suffer in prestige and influence in the East; 
how true this prophecy proved I shall have occasion 
to show. Up to this time one of the fundamental and 
generally accepted axioms of naval operations had 
been that warships should not attempt to attack fixed 
land fortifications. But the Glermans had demonstrated 
tlie power of mobile guns agiunst fortresses in their 
destruction of the emplacements at li^e and Namur, 
and there was a belief in some quarters of England that 
these events had modified this naval principle. Mr. 
Churchill, at that time the head of the Admiralty, 
placed great confidence in the destructive power of a 
new superdreadnaught which had just been finished — 
the Qveen Elizabeth — and which was then on its way 
to join the Mediterranean fleet. 

We in Constantinople knew nothing about these de- 
liberations then, but the result becune apparent in 
the latter part of February. On the afternoon of the 
nineteenth, Fallavidm, the Austrian Ambassador, 
came to me with important news. The Marquis was 
s man of great postmal dignity, yet it was apparent 
that he was this day erceedin^y nervous, and, indeed, 
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he made no attempt to conceal hia ^prehension. 
The Allied fleets, he said, had reopened their attack 
on the Dardandles, and this time their bombardment 
had been extremely ferocious. At that hour things 
were going badly for the Austrians; the Russian armies 
were advandng victoriously; Serbia had hurled the 
Austrians over the frontier, and the European press 
wiu filled with prognostications of the break up of the 
Austrian Empire. Pallavicini's attitude this afternoon 
was a perfect reflection of the dangers that were then 
encompassing his country. He was a sensitive and 
proud man; proud of his emperor and proud of what 
he regarded as the great Austro-Hungaiian Empire; 
and he now appeared to be overburdened by the fear 
that this extensive Hapsbuig fabric, which had with- 
stood the assaults of so many centuries, was rapidly 
being overwhelmed with ruin. like most human 
bemgs, Fallavicini yearned for sympathy; he could 
obtain none from Wangenheim, who seldom took him 
into his confidence and consistently treated him as the 
representative of a nation that was compelled to sub- 
mit to the overlordship <^ Germany. Perhaps that 
was the reason why the Austrian Ambassador used to 
pour out his heart to me. And now this Allied bom- 
bardment of the Dardanelles cune as the culmination 
of all Ins troubles. At this time the Central Powers 
believed that they had Russia bottled up ; that they had 
sealed the Dardanelles, and] that she could neither get 
her wheat to market nor import the munitions needed 
for canying on the war. Germany and Austria thus 
had a stran^ehold on their gigantic foe, and, if this 
condition could be maintained indefinitely, the collapse 
of Russia would be inevitable. At present, it is true. 
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the Czar's forces were making a victonous campaign, 
and this in itself was sufficiently alarming to Austria; 
but their present supplies of war materials would ulti- 
mately be exhausted and then their great superiority 
in men would help them little and they would inevitably 
go to pieces. But should Russia get Constantinople, 
with the control of the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus, 
she could obtain all the munitions needed for warfare 
on the lai^^t scale, and the d^eat of the Central 
Powers might immediately follow; and such a defeat, 
Pallavi<3ni well understood, would be far more serious 
for Austria than for Grermany. Wangenheim had told 
me that it was Germany's plan, in case the Austro- 
Hongarian Empire disintegrated, to incorporate her 
13,000,000 Giermans in the Hohenzollem domain, and 
PallaTidni, of course, was familiar with this danger. 
The Allied attack on the Dardanelles thus meant to 
Ptdlavicini the extinction of his country, for if we are 
properly to understand his state of mind we must re- 
member that he firmly believed, as did almost all the 
other important men in Constantinople, that such an 
attack would succeed. 

Wangenheim's existence was made miserable by this 
same haunting conviction. As I have already shown, 
the bottling up of Russia was almost exclusively the 
German Ambassador's performance. He had brought 
the Goeben and the Breslau into Constantinople, and 
by this manoeuvre had precipitated Turkey into the 
war. The forcing of the strait would mean more than 
the transformation of Russia into a permanent and 
powerful participant in the war; it meant — and this 
was by no means an unimportant consideration with 
Wangenheim — the undoing of his great personal 
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aduevemcnt. Yet Wangenheim showed his apprdicn- 
sions quite differently from FaU&viciiu. la true Ger- 
man fashion, he resorted to threats and bravado. He 
gave no external signs of depression, but his whole 
body tingled with rage. He was not deploring his fate; 
he was looking for ways of striking back. ^He would 
sit in my office, smoking with Ma usual energy, and 
tell me all the terrible things whidi he proposed to do 
to his enemy. The thing that particularly preyed 
upon Wangenheim's mind was the exposed pontion 
of the German Embassy. It stood on a high hill, 
one of the most conspicuous buildings in the town, a 
perfect target for an entoprising English admiral. 
AJmost the firat object the British fleet would si^t, 
as it Altered the harbour, would be this yellow monu- 
moit of the Hohenzollems, and the temptation to shell 
it might prove irresistible. 

*'Let them dare destroy my Embassy!" Wangen- 
heim said. "I'll get even with them! If they fire a 
angle shot at it, we'll blow up the French and the 
English embassies! Gro tell the Admiral that, won't 
youF Tell him also that we have the dynamite all 
ready to do it!" 

Wangenheun also showed great anxiety over the 
proposed removal of the Government to Esld-Shehr. 
In early January, when everyone was expecting the 
arrival of the Allied fleet, preparations had been made 
for moving the Government to Asia Minor; and now, 
at the first rumbling of the British and French 
guns, the special trains were prepared once more, 
Wangenheim uid Fallavicini both told me of their 
unwillingness to accompany the Sultan and the Govern- 
ment to A^ Minor. Should the Allies capture Om- 
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stantinople, the ambassadora of the Central Powers 
would find themselves cut off from their home countries 
and completely in the hands of the Turks. "The 
Turks could then hold us as lu^tages," said Wangen- 
hdm. They urged TaUat to establish the eme^ency 
govemmoit at Adrianople, from which town they could 
motor in and out of Ccmatantinople, and then, in case 
the city were captured, they could make theb escape 
home. The Turks, tm the other hand, refused tp adopt 
this suggestion because they feared an attack from Bul- 
garia. Wangenheim and Fallavicini now found them- 
selvea between two fires. If they stayed in Con- 
stantinople, they might become prisoners oC the 
English and French; on the other hand, if they went 
to Eski-Shehr, it was not unlikely that they would 
become prisoners of the Turks. Many evidences of the 
flimsy basis on which rested the Grermano-Turkish 
alliance had come to my attention, but this was about 
the most illuminating. Wangenheim knew, as did 
everybody else, that, in case the French and English 
captured Constantinople, the Turks would vent th^ 
rage not mfunly against the Entente, but against the 
Grermans who had enticed them into the war. 

It all seems so strange now, this conviction that was 
uppermost in the minds (A everybody then — that the 
success of the Allied fleets against the Dardanelles was 
inevitable and that the capture of Constantinople was a 
matter of only a few days. I recall an animated dis- 
cussion that took place at the American Embassy on 
the afternoon of February 24th. The occasion was Mrs. 
Moigenthau's weekly reception — ^meetings which fur- 
nished almost the only opportunity in those days for 
the forgathering of the diplomats. Practically all 
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were on hand this afternoon. The first great bombard- 
ment of the Dardanelles had taken place five daya 
before; this had practically destroyed the fortificadons 
at the mouth of the strait. There was naturally only 
one subject of discussion: Would the Allied fleets get 
through? 'What would happen if they did? Every- 
body expressed an opinion, Wangenheim, Fallavidni, 
GanoDi, the Italian Ambassador; D'Anckarsvard, the 
Swedish Minister; Koloucheff, the Bulgarian Minister; 
KUhlnuum; and Scharfmberg, First Secretary of the 
German Embassy, and it was the unanimous opinion 
that the Allied attack would succeed. I particularly 
remember Kohlmann's attitude. He discussed the 
capture of Constantinople almost as though it was some- 
thing which had taken place already. Tlie Persian 
Ambassador showed great anxiety; his embasqr stood 
not far from the Sublime Porte; he told me that he 
feared that the latter building would be bombarded 
and that a few stray shots might easily set afire his 
own residence, and he asked if he might move his 
archives to the American Embassy. The wfldest 
rumours were afloat; we were told that the Standard 
OH agent at the Dardanelles had counted seventeen 
transports loaded with troops; that the warships had 
already fired 800 shots and had levelled all the hills at 
the entrance; and that Talaat's bodyguard hfid been 
shot — ^the implication being that the bullet had missed 
its intended victim. It was said that the whole 
Turkish populace was aflame with the fear that the 
English and the French, when they reached the dty, 
would cel^rate the event by a wholesale attack on 
Turkish women. The latter reports were, of course, 
absurd; they were merely characteristic rumours set 
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ftfloBt by the Germaos and their Turkish associates. 
The fact is that the great mass of the people in Con- 
stantinople were probably praying that the Allied 
attack would succeed and so release them from the 
control of the political gang that then ruled the country. 
And. J^ all this excitement there was one lonely 
and d^amondeht figure — this was Talaat. Wheuever 
I saw hunln^those critical days, he was the picture of 
desdation and defeat. The Turks, like most primitive 
Peebles, wear their onotions on the surface, and with 
them the transitioUkfrom exultation to despair is a rapid 
one. The thimder'vit the British guns at the straits 
apparently spdled doom to Talaat. The letter carrier 
of Adrianople seemed to have reached the end of his 
career. He again confided to me his expectation that 
the English would capture the Turkish capital, and once 
more he said that he was sorry that Turkey had entered 
the war. Talaat well knew what would happen as 
soon as the Allied fleet entered the Sea of Marmora. 
According to the report of the Cromo- Commission; 
Lcffd Kitchener, in giving his assent to a purely naval 
expedition, had relied upon a revolution in Tut^ey to 
make the enterprise successful. Lord Kitchener has 
been much criticized tor his part in the Dardanelles 
attack; I owe it to his memory, however, to say that 
cat this point he was absolutely right. Had the Allied 
fleets once passed the defenses at the straits, the ad- 
mimstration of the Young Turks would have come to a 
bloody end. As soon as the guns b^an to fij-e, placards 
appeared on the hoardings, denouncing Talaat and his 
associates as responsible for all the woes that had come 
to Turkey. Bedri, the Prefect of Police, was busy 
coUecting all the unemployed young men and sending 
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them out of the city; his purpose was to free C<hi- 
staatinople of all who might start a revolution against 
the Yoimg Turks. It was a conmum report that 
Bedri feared this revolution much more than he feared 
the British fleet. And this was the same Nemesis that 
was ev«7 moment now pursuing Talaat. 

A single episode illustrates the nervous excitemoat 
that prevailed. ' Dr. Lederer, the correspondent of the 
Berliner Tageblatt, made a short visit to the Dardanelles, 
and, on his return, reported to certain ladies of the 
dq>lomatic drcle that the Gomao officers had told him 
that they ware wearing their ifc jouds . as th^ expected 
any minute to be buried there. This statement went 
around the city like wild fire, and Dr. Ledger was 
threatened with arrest for making it. He appealed 
to me for help; I took him to Wangenheim, who refused 
to have anything to do with him; Lederer, he said, was 
an Austrian subject, although he rei»esented a German 
newspaper. His anger at Lederer for this indiscretion 
was €3ctreme. But I finally succeeded in getting the 
unpopular journalist into the Austrian Embassy, where 
he was harbotucd for the night. In a few days, Lederer 
had to leave town. 

In the midst of all this exdtonent, th»% was one 
person who was apparently not at all disturbed. 
Though ambassadors, generals, and politicians might 
anticipate the worst calamities, Enver's voice waa 
reassuring and quiet. The man's coolness and really 
courageous spirit never sh(Xie to better advantage. 
In late December and January, when the city had its 
first fright over the bombardment, Enver was figlitrng 
the Russians in the Caucasus. His experiences in 
this campaign, as already described, had been far from 
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^orious. Enver had ktt Constantinople in November 
to join his anny, an expectant txmqueror; he returned, 
in the latter part of January, the commaoder of a 
thorou^ily beaten and demoralized force. Such a 
disastrous experience would have utterly ruined almost 
any other military leader, uid that Env^ felt his 
reverses keenly was evident from the way in which he 
kept himself from public view. I had my first glimpse 
of him, after his return, at a concert, given for the bme- 
fit of the Red Cres(%nt. At this affair Enver sat far 
back in a box, as though he intended to keep as much 
as possible out of sight; it was quite (^parent that he 
was uncertain as to the cordiality of his reception by 
the public. Ail the important people in Constanti- 
nople, the Crown Prince, the membCTS of the Cabinet, 
and the ambassadors attended this function, and, in 
accordance with the usual custom, the Crown Prince 
sent for these dignitaries, one after another, for a few 
words of greeting and congratulation. After thai the 
visiting from box to box became general. The heir 
to the throne sent for Enver as well as the rest, and this 
recognition evidently gave him a new courage, for he 
b^an to mingle with the diplomats, who also treated 
him with the utmost cordiality and courtesy. Enver 
apparoitly regarded this favourable notice as having 
reSstablidied his standing, and now once more he as- 
sumed ^ leading part in the crisis. A few days after- 
ward he 'discussed the situation with me. He was 
much astonished, he said, at the fear that so generally 
prevailed, and he was disgusted at the preparations 
that had been made to send away the SuRan and the 
Government and practically leave the city a prey to 
the English. He did not believe that the Allied fleets 
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could force the DaidaneDes; he had recently inqiected 
all the fortificatitms and he had every confidence in 
their ability to resist successfully. Even though the 
ships did get through, he insisted that Constantinople 
should be defended to the last man. 

Yet Enver's assurance did not satisfy his associates. 
They had made all th«r arrangements for the British 
fleet, li, in spite of the most heroic resistance the Turk- 
ish armies could make, it atill seemed likely that the 
Allies were about to capture the dty, the rulimg powers 
had thdr final plans all pTq>ared. They proposed to 
do to this great capital predsdy what the Russians 
had done to Moscow, when Napoleon iq^ieared before it. 

"They will never capture an existing city," they told 
me, "only a heap of ashes." As a matter t^ fact, this 
was no idle threat. I was told that cans of petroleum 
had been already stored in all the police stations and 
other places, ready to fire the town at a moment's 
notice. As Constantinople is laigdy built of wood, 
this would have been no vny difficult task. But they 
were determined to destroy more than these tempo- 
rary structures; the plans aimed at the beautiful archi- 
tectural monuments built by the Christians long before 
the Turkish occupation. The Turks had particularly 
marked for dynamiting the Mosque of Saint Sophia. 
Tliis building, which had been a Christian church cen- 
turies before it became a Mohammedan mosque, is 
one of the most magnificent structures of the vanished 
Byzantine Empire. Naturally the suggestion of such 
an act of vandalism aroused us all, and I made a plea 
to Talaat that Saint Sophia should be spared. He 
treated the proposed destruction lightly. 

"There are not six men in the Committee of Union 
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and Progress," he told me, " who care for anything that 
is old. We all like new things'." 

That was all the satisfaction I obtained in this 
matter at that time. 

Enver's insistence that the Dardanelles could resist 
caused his associates to lose confidence in his judgment. 
About a year afterward, Bedri Bey, the Prefect of 
Police, gave me additional details. While Enver was 
still in the Caucasus, Bedri said, Talaat had called a 
conference, a kind of council of war, on the Dardanelles. 
This had been attended by Liman von Sanders, the 
German general who had reorganized the Turkish 
army; tisedom, the German admiral who was the in- 
spector-general of the Ottoman coast defoises, Brons- 
sart, the German Chief of Staff of the Turkish army, 
and several others. Every man present gave it as 
his opinion that the British and French fleets could 
force the straits; the only subject of dispute, said Bedri, 
was whether it would take the ships eight or twenty 
hours to reach CaostaQtinc^le after they had destroyed 
the defenses. Enver's position was well understood, 
but this council decided to ignore him and to make the 
preparations without his knowledge — to eliminate the 
Minister of War, at least temporarily, from their de* 
liberations. 

In early March, Bedri and Djambolat, who was Di- 
rector of Public Safety, came to see me. At that time 
the exodus from the capital had b^un; Turkish women 
and children were being moved into the interior; all 
the banks had been compelled to send their gold into 
Asia Minor; the archives of the Sublime Porte had 
already been carried to Eski-Shehr; and practically all 
the ambassadors and thdr suites, as well as most <A 
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the government (^ciala, had made their preparations 
to leave. The Director of the Museum, who was one 
of the six Turks to whom Talaat had referred as "liking 
old things" had buried many of Constantinople's finest 
works of art in cellars or covered them for protection. 
Bedri came to arrange the details of my departure. As 
ambassador I was personally accredited to the Sultan, 
and it would obviously be my duty, said Bedri, to go 
wherever the Sultan went. The train was all ready, he 
added; he wished to know how many people I intended 
to take, so that sufficient space could be reserved. To 
this proposal I altered a flat refusal. I informed Bedri 
that I thought that my responsibilities made it neces- 
sary for me to remain in Constantinople. Only a neu- 
tral ambassador, I said, could forestall massacres and 
the destruction of the city, and certainly I owed it to 
the civilized world to prevent, if I could, such calamities 
as these. If my position as ambassador made it inevit- 
able that I should follow the Sultan, I would resign 
and become honorary Consul-General. 

Both Bedri and Djambolat were much younger and 
less e]q>erienced men than I, and I therefore told them 
that they needed a man of maturer years to advise them 
in an international cri^ of this kind. I was not only 
interested in protecting foreigners and American insti- 
tutions, but I was also interested, on general humani- 
tarian-grounds, in safeguarding the Turkish peculation 
from the excesses that were generally expected, lite 
several nationalities, many of them containing ele- 
ments which were given to pillage and massacre, were 
causing great anxiety. I therefcnv proposed to Bedri 
and Djambc^t that the three of us form a kind of a 
committee to take control in the approaching crius. 
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THE MINISTRY OF WAR 

This wu the headquarters at Enver Pasha. It was in this building that 
Envo' gave Mr. Morgenthau his protnise not to ill-treat enemy aliens. 
"Will you be modem?" asked the American Ambassador. "No — not 
modem," sud Enver, ^Mtibably thinking <A Belgium, "that la the most 
barharic system of all— Turkey will simply try to Iw decentl" 



THE MINISTRY OF MARINE 

Headquarters at Djemal, who, soon after war started, went to Syria as 

commander of the Fourth Army Corps. Later Enver occupied this office in 

Mkhtion to that of Minister of War. The position was not an onerous one, 

as the Turkish navy played little part in the war 



HAUL BEY IN BERLIN TALAAT AND KUHLMANN . 

Preaideat of the Turkish Pariis- KUhlm&im, now Foreign Minuta, 

ment and a leader of the Young was in 1915 in Coastantinople. 

Turks — afterward Minister tor For- acting as go-between in peac« ne- 

eign Affairs gotiations 
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Tliey ccmsented and the three of us sat down and de- 
cided on a course of action. We took a nuip of Con- 
stantinople and marked the districts which, under the 
existing rules of warfare, we agreed that the Allied fleet 
would have the right to bombard. Thus, we decided 
that the War Office, Marme Office, tel^raph offices, 
railroad stations, and all public buildings could quite 
legitimately be made the targets for their guns. Then 
we marked out certain zones which we should insist on 
r^arding as immune. The main residexitial section, 
and the part where all the embassies are located, is 
Pera, the district on the north shore of the Golden 
Horn. This we marked as not subject to attack. We 
also delimite d certain residential areas of Stamboul and 
Galata, the Turkish sections. I telegraphed to Wash- 
ington, asking the State D^>artment to obtain a rati- 
fication of these plans and an agreement to respect these 
zones of safety from the British and French govem- 
mrats. I received a reply indorsing my action. 

All pr^Mirations had thus been made. At the sta- 
tion stood the trains which were to take the Sultan and 
the Govemmoit and the ambassadors to Asia Minor. 
They had steam up, ready to move at a minute's no- 
tice. We were all awaiting the triumphant arrival of 
the Allied fleet 
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CHAPTER XVn > 

ENTEB AB THE UAN WHO DEMONSTRATED "THE TUIi- 

KEBABIUTT OF THB BRITISH FLEET*' — OLD-FABHIONXD 

DEFENBEB OF THE DARDA2{ELLEa 

WHEN the situation had reached this exciting 
stage, Enver asked me to visit the Darda- 
nelles. He still insisted that the fortifications 
were imprc^able and he could not understand, he said, 
the panic which was then raging in Constantinople. 
He had visited the Dardanelles himself, had inspected 
every gun and every ev^acement, and he was entirely 
confident that his soldiers could hold off the Allied fleet 
indefinitely. He had taken Talaat down, and by doing 
so he had considerably eased that statesman's fears. It 
was Enver's conviction that, if I should visit the forti- 
fications, I would be persuaded that the fleets could 
never get through, and that I would thus be able to 
give such assurances to the people that the prevailing 
excitement would subside. I disregarded certain nat- 
ural doubts as to whether an ambassador should ex- 
pose himself to the dangers of such a situation — the 
ships were bombarding nearly every day — imd promptly 
accepted Enver's invitation. 

On the morning of the 15th, we left Constantinople 
on the YuTuk. Enver Himself accompanied us as far 
as Fanderma, an Asiatic town on the Sea of Marmora. 
The party included several other notables: Ibrahim 
B^, the Minister of Justice; Husni Pasha, the goieral 
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-^ho had conuaaiided the army which had d^>osed Ab- 
dul Hamid in the Young Turk revolution ; and Senator 
Cheriff Djafer Pasha, an Arab and a direct descend- 
ant of the Prophet. A particularly congenial compan- 
ioii was Fuad Pasha, an old field marshal, who had 
led an adventurous career; despite his age, he had an 
immense capacity for enjoyment, was a huge feeder and 
a capacious drinker, and had as many stories to tdl of 
exile, battle, and hair breadth escapes as Othello. All 
of these men were much older than Enver, and all of 
them were descended from fac more jiistinguished an- 
f:estors, yet th^ treated this stripl^ with the utmost 
deferraice. 

Knvef seemed particularly glad of this opportunity 
to cUscuss the situatiim. Inmtiediately after breakfast, 
he took me aside, and together we weoit up to the deck. 
The day was a beautiful sunny one, and the sky in the 
Marmora was that deep blue which we find only in this 
part of the world. What most impressed me was the 
intense quiet, the almost desolate inactivity <^ these 
silent waters. Our ship was almost the only one in 
sight, and this inland sea, which in ordinary times 
was one of the world's greatest commercial highways* 
was now practically a primeval waste. The whole 
seme was merely a reflection of the great triumph 
which German d^lomacy had accomplished in the 
Near East. For nearly six months not a Russian 
merchant ship had passed through the straits. All the 
commerce of Rumania and Bulgaria, which had nor- 
mally found its way to Europe across this inland sea, 
had long since disappeared. The ultimate significance 
ci all this desolaticm was that Russia was blockaded 
and completely isolated from her allies. How much 
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tbat one fact has meant in the hiatcoy of the worid fcv 
the last three years I And now En^and and fVance were 
seeking to overcome this disadvantage; to link up their 
own military resources with those of their great eastern 
ally, and to restore to the Dardanelles and the Marmora 
the thousands of ships that meant Russia's existence 
as a military and economic, and even, as subsequent 
events have shown, as a political power. We were t^p- 
proaching the sc^ie of one of the great crises of the war. 
Would England and her allies succeed in this enter- 
prise? Would their ships at the Dardanelles smash the 
fortifications, break through, and again make Russia 
a permanent force in the war? That was the mun 
subject which Enver and I discussed, as for nearly 
three hours we walked up and down the deck. Enver 
again retired to the "silly panic" that had seized 
neariy all classes in the capital. "Even though Bul- 
garia and Greece both turn against us," he said, "we 
shall defend Constantinople to the end. We have 
plenty of guns, plenty oS ammunition, and we have these 
on terra finna, whereas the En^iah and French bat- 
teries are floating ones. And the natural advantages 
of the straits are so great that the warships can make 
litUe pn^ress against them. X do not care what other 
people may think. I have studied this problem more 
thoroughly than any of them, and I feel that I am 
ri^t. As long as I am at the head of the War De- 
partmoit, we shall not give up. Indeed, I do not 
know just what these English and French battlesh^ 
are driving at. Suppose that th^ rush the Darda- 
nelles, get into the Marmora and reach Constantinople; 
what good will that do them? They can bombard and 
destroy the city, I admit; but they cannot capture it. 
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as they have only a few txoopa to land. Unless they do 
bring a large army, they will teally be caught in a trap. 
They can perhaps stay here for two or three weeks until 
thdr food and supplies are all exhausted and then they 
will have to go back — ^nlsh the straits again, and 
again run the risk of annihilation. In the meantime, 
we would have repaired the forts, brought in troops, 
and made ourselves ready for them. It seems to me 
to be a very foolish enterprise." 

I have already told how Enver had taken Napoleon 
as his modd, and in this Dardanelles expedition he now 
aj^Htrently saw a Napoleonic opportunity. As we were 
pacing the deck he stopped a moment, looked at me 
earnestly, and said: 

"I shall go down in histcay as the man who demon- 
strated the vu lnerabi lity of England and her fleet. I 
shall show that her navy is notjnvincible. I was in 
En^and a few years before the war and discussed 
En^and's position with many of her leading men, such 
as Asquith, Churchill, Haldane. I told them that thdr 
course was wrong. Winston Churchill declared that 
England could defend herself with her navy alone, and 
that she needed no large army. I told Churchill that 
no great empire could last that did not have both an 
army and a navy. I found that Churchill's opinion 
was the one that prevailed everywhere in England. 
There was only one man I met who agreed with me, 
that was Lord Roberts. Well, Churchill has now sent 
his fleet down here— perhaps to show me that his navy 
can do all that he said it could do. Now we'll see." 

Enver seemed to r^ard his naval expedition as a 
perscmal challenge &(mi Mr. Churchill to himself — 
almost like a continuation of their at^moit in Ltmdon. 
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"Yout too, should bare a large army,** said Enver, 
Deferring to the United States. 

"I do not believe," be went on, "that En^and is 
trymg to force the Dardanelles because Russia has 
a^ed her to. When I was in -England I discussed 
with'^Churdiill the possibility of a general war. He 
asked me what Turkey would do in such a case, and 
said that, if we took Germany's side, the British fleet 
would force the Dardanelles and capture Constanti- 
nople. Churchill is not trying to help Russia — ^he is 
carrying out the threat made to me at that time." 

Enver spoke with the utmost determination and oDn- 
viction; he said that nearly all the damage inflicted on 
the outside forts bad been repaired, and that the l^jdcs 
bad methods of defraise the existence of wbidi the ok- 
emy little suspected. He showed great bittemeas 
against the English; be accused them of attempting to 
bribe Turkish officials and even said that tb^ had in- 
stigated attempts upon bis own life. On the other 
band, he displayed no particular friendliness toward 
the Germans. Wangenheim's overbearing mann»s 
bad caused him much irritation, and the Turks, he 
sud, got on none too well with the Grennan officers. | 

"Tlie Turks and Germans," be added, "care nothing 
for each other. We are with them because it is our 
interest to be with them; they are with us because that 
is tb«r interest. Germany will back Turkey just so 
l(mg as that helps Germsny ; Turkey will back Germany 
just so long as that helps Turkey." 

Enver seemed much impressed at the close of our in- 
terview with the intimate personal relations which we 
had established with each other. He aj^parently be- 
lieved that he, the great Enver, the Napoleon <^ the 
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Turkish Bevcdution, had unbended in disciuaing..hi8 
nation's affairs -with a mere ambassador. 

"You know," he said, "that there is no one in Ger- 
many with whom the Emperor talks as intimately as 
I have talked with you to-day." 

We reached Pand^ma about two o'clock. Here 
Enver and his auto were put ashore and our party 
started agfun, our boat arriving at Gallipoli late in the 
afternoon. We anchored in the harbour and spent the 
night on board. AH the evening we could hear the guns 
bombarding the fortifications, but these reminders of 
wac and death did not affect the spirits of my Turidsh 
hosts. Hie occasion was for them a great ]^ki they 
had spent several months in hard, exacting work, 
and now they behaved like boys suddenly let out for a 
vacation. They cracked jokes> told stories, sang the 
queerest kinds of songs, and played childish pc^^ upon 
one anoth^. The venerable Fuad, despite his nearly 
ninety years, developed great qualities as an enter- 
tainer, and the fact that his associates made him the 
J>utt of most of their horse-play apparently only added 
to~Es enjoyment of the occasion. The amusement 
reached its height when one. of bis friends aurrep ti- 
tiously poured him a glass of eau-de-cologne. The old 
gentleman looked at the new drink a moment and 
then diluted it with water. I was told that the proper 
way of testing raki, the popular Turkish tipple , is by 
mixing it with water; if it turns white under this treat- 
ment, it is the real thing and may be steely drunk. 
Ai^NUently wat«r has the same e^ect upon eau-de- 
cologne, for the contoits <^ Fuad's glass, after this test, 
turned white. /The old gentleman, therefore, poured 
the whole thing down his throat without a grimace 
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—much to the hilariou a entertainment of his bv- 
mentors. 

Li the morning we started again. We now had fairly 
arrived in the Dardanelles, and from GallipoU we had 
a sail of nearly twenty-five miles to Tchanak Kal£. 
For the most part this section of the strait is miinter- 
estittg and, from a military point of view, it is unim- 
portant. The stream is about two miles wide, both 
sides are low-lying and marshy, and only a few scram- 
bling villages show any signs oi life. I was told that 
there were a few ancient fortifications, their rusty 
guns pointing toward the Marmora, the emplacements 
having been erected there in the early part of the 
nineteenth century for the purpose of preventing hos- 
tile ships entering from the north. These fortifications, 
however, were soinconspicuous thati could notsee than; 
my hosts informed me that they had no fighUng power, 
and that, indeed, there was nothing in the northern 
part of the straits, from Point Nagara to the Marmora, 
that could offer resistance to any modem fleet. The 
chief interest which I found in this part of the Darda- 
nelles was purely historic and l^endary. The ancient 
town of Lampsacus appeared in the modem Lapsaki, 
just across from GallipoU, and Nagara Point is the site 
of the ancient Abydos, from which village Leander used 
to swim nightly across the Hellespont to Hero — a feat 
which was repeated about one hundred years ago by 
Lord Byron. Here also Xerxes crossed from Asia to 
Greece on a bridge of boats, embarking on that famous 
expedition which was to make tiim master of mankind. 
Hie spirit of Xerxes, I thought, as I passed the scene 
of his exploit, is still quite active in the world ! The Grer- 
mans and Turks had found a less romantic use for this. 
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ENVER PASHA 
"I alisll go down in history." this Turiciah leader told Mr. Moraenthko, 
"as the toui who demoDst rated the vutnerability of EnglaDd and hcc fleet. 
I shall show that her navy is not invincible" 
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the narrowest part of the DardanelleSt tor here th^ had 
stretched a cable and anti-submarine barrage of mines 
and nets — a device, which, as I shall describe, did not 
keep the English and French underwater boats out of 
the Marmora and the Bosphonis. It was not until 
we rounded this historic point of Nagara that the dull 
monotony of flat shores gave place to a more diversified 
landscape. On the European aide the djffs now b^an 
to descend p]:^pitou3ly to the water> reminding me of 
our own Palisades along the Hudson, and I obtained 
glimpses of the hills and mountain ridges that afterward 
proved such tragical stumbling blocks to the valiant 
Allied armies. The gonfi guration of the land south of 
Nagara, with its many hills and ridges, made it plain 
why the military engineers had selected this stretch of 
the Dardanelles as the section best adapted to defense. 
Our boat was now i^proaching what was perhaps the 
most commanding point in the whole strait — the city 
Tchanak, or, to give it its modem European name. 
Dardandles; In normal times this was a thriving 
port of 16,000 people, its houses built of wood, the head- 
quarters of a considerable trade in wool and other prod- 
ucts, and for centuries it had been an important mili- 
tary station. Now, ^cepting for the soldiers,, it was 
deserted, the large civilian population having been 
moved into Anatolia. The British fleet, we were told, 
had bombarded this city; yet this statement seemed 
hardly probable, for I saw only a single house that had 
been hit, evidently by a stray shell which had been 
aimed at the near-by fortifications. 

Djevad Pasha, the Turkish Commander-in-Chief 
at the Dardanelles, met us and escorted our party to 
headquarters. Djevad was a man of culture and of 
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pleasing and cordial manners; as he spoke ^cdloit 
German I had no need of an interpreter. I was much 
impressed by the deference with which the Germaii 
officers treated Iiim; that he was the Commander-in- 
Chief in this theatre of war, and that the generals of the 
Kaiser were his subordinates, was made plainly appar- 
ent. As we passed into his office, Djevad stopped in 
front of a piece of a torpedo, momited in the middle ot 
the hall, evidently as a souvenir. 

"There is the great criminal!" he said, calling my 
attention to the relic. 

About this time the newspapers were hailing the 
exploit of an English submarine, which had sailed from 
England to the Dardanelles, passed under the mine 
field, and torpedoed the Turkish warship MeaudiS. 

"That's the torpedo that did it!" said Djevad. 
''You'll see the wreck of the ship when you go down." 

The first fortification I visited was that of Anadolu 
Hamidi^ (that is, Asiatic Hamidi^) located on the 
water's edge just outside of Tchanak. My first impres- 
sion was that I was in Grermany. The officers were 
practically all Germans and everywhere Germans w^e 
building buttres ses with sacks of sand and in other 
ways strengthening the emplacements. Here German, 
not Turkish, was the language heard on every side. 
Colonel Wehrle, who conducted me over these batteries, 
took the greatest delight in showing them. He had the 
simple pride of the artist in his work, and told me of the 
happiness that had come into his days when G^many 
had at last found herself at war. All his life, he said, 
he had spent in milituy practices, and, like most 
Germans, he had become tired of manoeuvres, sham 
battles, and other forms of mimic hostilities. Yet he 
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Tras approaclimg fifty, he had become a colonel, and he 
was fearful that his career would close without actual 
military experience — and then the splendid thing had 
h^pened and here he was, fighting a real English 
enemy, firing real guns and shells! There was nothing 
brutal about Wehrle's manners; he was a "gemiUlich'* 
gentleman from Baden, and thoroughly likable; yet he 
was all aglow with the spirit of "Der Tag." His atti- 
tude was simply that of a man who had spent his life- 
time learning a trade and who now rejoiced at the diance 
of exncising it. But he furnished an illuminating light 
on the German military character and the forces that 
had really caused the war. 

Feeling myself so completdy in German country, I 
asked Colonel Wehrle why there were so few Turks on 
this side of the strait. "You won't ask me that ques- 
tion this afternoon," he said, smiling, "when you go 
ovCT to the other side." 
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The location of Aiiadolu Hamidi6 seemed ideal. It 
stands right at the water's edge, and consists — or it 
did then — of ten guns, eveiy one completely sweepin^f 
the Dardanelles. Walking upon the pax^et, I had a. 
clear view of the strait, and Eum Kal6, at the entrance, 
about fifteen miles away, stood out conspicuously. 
No warship could enter these waters without immedi- 
ately coming within complete sight of her gunners. 
Yet the fortress itself, to an unprofessional eye like my 
own, was not particularly impressiTe. The parapet 
and traverses were merely mound s of earth, and stand 
to-day practically as they were finished by tlieir French 
constructors in 1837. There is a general belief that the 
Germans had completely modernized the Dardanelles 
defenses, but this was not true at that time. The guna 
defending Fort Anadolu Hamidi^ were more than thirty 
years old, all being the I&upp model of 1885, and tlie 
rusted exteriors of sonle of them gave evidences of their 
age. Their extreme range was only about nine miles, 
while the range of the battleships opposing them was 
about ten miles, and that of the Queen Elizabeth was 
not far from eleven. The figures which I have givoi 
for Anadolu Hamidi£ apply also to practically all the 
guns at the other effective fortifications. So far as the 
advantage of range was concerned, therefore, the 
Allied fleet had a decided superiority, the Queen EHeo- 
betk alone having them all practically at her mercy. 
Nor did the fortifications contain very considerable 
supplies of ammunition. At that time the European and 
American papers were printing stories that train loads 
of shells and guns were coming by way of Rumania from 
Germany to the Dardanelles, From facts which I 
teamed on this trip and subsequently I am convinced 
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that these reports were pure fiction. A BmaU number of 
**red heads" — ^that is, non-armour-piercinff projectiles 
useful only for fighting landing parties — had been 
bnnight from Adrianople and were reposing in Ha- 
niidi^ at the time of my visit, but these were small in 
quantity and of no value in fighting ships. I lay this 
stress upon Hamidi^ because this was the most import- 
ant fortifibation in the Dardanelles. Throu^out the 
wliole bombardment it attracted more of the Allied fire 
than any other position, and it inflicted at least 60 per 
cent, of all the damage that was done to the attacking 
ships. It was Anadolu Hamidi^ which, in the great 
bombardment of March 18th, sank the Bouvet, the 
French battleship, and which in the course of the i^ole 
, attack disabled several other units. All its officers 
were Germans and eighty-five p^ cent, of the men on 
duty came from the crews of the Ooeben and the Breslau. 
Getting into the automobile, we sped along the 
military road to Dardanos, passing on the way the 
wreck of the MesudU. The Dardanos battery was aa 
completely Turkish as the HamidiS was German. The 
guns at Dardanos were somewhat mcure modem than 
those at Hamidil — they were the Krupp model of 
1905. Here eilso was stationed the only new battery 
which'the Germans had established up to the time of my 
visit; it consisted of several guns wliich they had tak^i 
from the German and Turkish warships then lying in 
the Bosphorus. A few days before our inspection the 
Allied fleet had entered the Bay of Erenkeui and had 
submitted Dardanos to a torific bombardment, the 
evidences of which I saw on every hand. The land 
tor nearly half a mile about seemed to have been com- 
|4etely diutned up; it looked like photographs I had 
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seen of the battlefields in France. The strange thing 
was that, despite all this punishment, the battmes 
themselves remained intact; not a Angle gun, my guides 
told me, had been destroyed. 

"After the war is over," said General Mertens, "we 
are going to establish a big tourist resort here, build a 
hotel, and sell relics to you Americans. We shall not 
have to do much excavating to find them — ^the British 
fleet is doing that for us now." 

This sounded like a passing joke, yet the statement 
was literally true. Dardanos, where this emplacement 
is located, was one of the famous cities of the andent 
world; in Homeric times it was part of the principality 
of Priam. Fragments of capitals and columns are still 
visible. And the shells from the Allied fleet were now 
ploughing up many relics which had been buried for 
thousands of years. One of my friends picked up a 
water jug which had perhaps been used in the days 
of Troy. The effectiveness of modem gunfire in ex- 
cavating these evidences of a long lost civilization was 
striking — ^though unfortunately the rehcs did not al- 
ways come to the surface intact. 

The Turkish generals were extremely proud of the 
fight which this Dardanos battery had made against 
the British ships. They would lead me to the guns 
that had done particularly good service and pat them 
affectionately. For my benefit Djevad called out 
Lieutenant Hassan, the Turkish officer who had de- 
fended this position. He was a little fellow, with jet- 
black hair, black eyes, extremely modest and almost 
shrinking in the presence of these great generals. 
Djevad patted Hassan on both cheeks, while another 
hi^ Turkish officer stroked his hair; one would have' 
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ihought that he was a faithful dog who had just per- 
formed some meritorious service. 

"It is men like you of whom great heroes are made," 
said General Djevad. He asked Hassan to describe 
the attack and the way it had been met. The em- 
barrassed lieutenant quietly told his story, though he 
was moved almost to tears by the appreciation of his 
exalted diiefs. 

"There is a great future for you in the army," said 
General Djevad, as we parted from this hero. 

Poor Hassan's "future" came two days afterward 
when the Allied fleet made its greatest attack. One 
of the shells struck his dugout, which caved in, killing 
the young man. Yet his behaviour on the day I visited 
his battery showed that he regarded the praise of his gen- 
eral as sufficient compensation for all that he had 
suffered or all that he might suffer. 

I was much puzzled by the fact that the Allied fleet, 
despite its large e:q)endituTes of ammunition, had not 
been able to hit this Dardanos emplacement. I nat- 
urally thought at first that such a failure indicated 
poor marksmanship, but my German guides said that 
this was not the case. All this misflre merely illus- 
trated once more the familiar fact that a rapidly ma- 
noeuvring battleship is under a great disadvantage in 
shooting at a fixed fortification. But there was an- 
other point involved in the Dardanos battery. My 
hosts called my attention to its location; it was perched 
on the top of the hill, in full view of the ships, forming 
itsdf a part of the skyline. Dardanos was merely five 
steel turrets, each armed with a gim, approached by a 
winding trench. 

"That." they said, "is the most difficult thing in 
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the world to hit. It is so distinct that it looks easy* 
but the whole thing is an illusion." 

I do not understand completely the ogtics c^ the 
situation; but it seems that the^^jlia? creates a kind of 
miraget . so that it is practically impossible to hit any- 
thing at that point, except by accident. The gunner 
might get what was apparently a perfect sight, yet 
his shell would go wild. The record of Dardanos had 
been Uttle short of marvellous. Up to March 18th, 
the ships had fired at it about 4,000 shells. One turret 
had been hit by a splinter, which had also scratched 
the paint, anotha had heea hit and slightly bent in, 
and another had been hit near the base and a piece 
about the size of a man's hand had beoi knocked out. 
But not a single gun had been even slightly damaged. 
Eight men had been killed, including Lieutenant Has- 
san, and about forty had been wotmded. That was the 
extent of the destruction. 

"It was the optical illusion that saved DardaDos." 
<»ie of the Germans remarked. 
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CHAPTER XVlli 

TBB ALLIED ABIUDA aAIU AWAT» THOUGH ON THB 
BBIHK OF TICTOHT 

^GAIN getting into the automobOe, we rode 
y^^ along the shore, my host callii^ my attrition to 
-^ ^ the mine fields, which stretched from Tchanak 
southward about seven miles. In this area the Ger- 
mans and Turks had scattered nearly 400 mines. They 
told me with a good deal ofgu3t9 that the Russians had 
furnished a considerable number of these destructive 
engines. Day after day Russian destroyers sowed 
mines at the Black Sea entrance to the Bosphorus. 
hoping that they would float down stream and fulfil 
their appointed task. Every morning Turkish and ' 
German mine sweepers would go up, fish out these 
mines, and place them in the Daiflanelles. 

The battery at Erenkeui had also heea subjected to a 
Iraavy bombardment, but it had suffered little. Unlike 
Dardanos, it was situated back of a hill, completely 
shut out from view. In order to fortify this spot, I 
was told, the Tuiks had been compelled practically to 
■dismant le the fortifications of the inner straits — that 
section of the stream which extends from Tchanak to 
Point Nagara. This was the reason why this latter 
part of the Dardanelles was now practically unforti- 
fied. The guns that had been moved for this purpose 
were old-style Knipp pieces of the model of 1885. 

South of Erenkeui, on the hills bordering the road. 
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the Germans had introduced an innoTatlon. They had 
found several Krupp howitzers left over from the Bul- 
garian war and had installed them <m concrete founda- 
tions. Each battery had four or five of these emplace- 
ments so that, as I approached them, I found several 
substantial bases that apparently had no guns. I was 
mystified further at the sight of a herd of buffaloes — 
I think I counted sixteen engaged in the operation — 
hauling one of these howitzers from one emplacement 
to ainother. This, it seems, was part of the plan of 
defense. As soon as the dropping shells indicated 
that the fleet had obtained the range, the howitzer 
would be moved, with the aid of buffalo teams, to 
another concrete -emplacement. 

"We have even a better trick than that," remarked 
one of the officers. They called out a sergeant, and 
recounted his achievement. Tina soldier was the 
custodian of a contrwtjon which, at a distance, looked 
like a real gun, biir'^raich, when I examined it near at 
hand, was i^parently an elongated section of sewer 
pipe. Back of a hill, entirely hidden from the fleet. 
was placed the gun with which this sergeant had co- 
operated. The two were connected by telephone. 
When the command came to fire, the gunner in charge 
of the howitzer woiild dischar^ his shell, while the 
maa In cha^e of the sewer pipe would bum several 
poimds of black powder and send forth a conspicuous 
cloud of inky smoke. Not unnaturally the Englishmen 
and Frenchmen on the sh^s would assiune that the 
shells speeding in their direction came from the visible 
smoke doud and would proceed to centre all their 
attention upon that spot. The space aroimd this 
burlesque gun was pock-marked with shell holes; the 
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sergeant in chai^, I was told, l^d attracted more than 
£00 sbota, while the real artillery piece still remained 
intact and imdetected. 

From Erenkeui we motored back to Gen^itJ Djevad's 
headquarters, where we had lunch. Djevad took me 
up to an observation post, and there before my eyes 
I had the beautiful blue expanse of the jEgean. I could 
see the entrances to the Dardanelles, Sedd-ul-Bahr and 
ICum Kal£ standing like the guardians of a gateway, 
with the rippling sunny waters stretching between. 
Far out I saw the majestic ships of England and France 
sailing across the entrance, and still farther away, I 
caught a glimpse of the island of Tenedos, behind which 
we knew that a still lai:ger fleet lay concealed. Natur- 
ally this prospect brought to mind a thousand historic 
and I^endaiy associations, for there is probably no 
single spot in the world more crowded with poetry 
and romance. Evidently my Turkish escort. Gen- 
eral Djevad> felt the spell, for he took a telescope 
and pointed at a b leak egpg gge, perhaps six miles 
away. 

**XiOok at that spot." he said, handing me the glass. 
"Do you know what that is?" 

I looked but could not identify this sandy beach. 

"Tbx>se are the Plains of Troy," he said. "And the 
river that you see winding in and out," he added, 
"we Turks call it the Moidere, but Homer knew it as 
the Scamander. Back of us, only a few miles distant, 
is Mount Ida." 

Then he turned his glass out to sea, swept the field 
where the British ships lay, and again asked me to 
look at an indicated spot. I immediately brought 
within view a magnificent English warship, all stripped 
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for battle, quietly steaming along like a man walking 
on patrol duty. 

"That," said Grenera] Djevad, "is the Agamejiaum "t 

"Shall I fire a shot at her?" he asked me. 

"Yes, if you'U promise me not to hit her," I answerod. 

We lunched at headquarters, where we woe joined 
by Admiral Usedom, General Mertens, and General 
Fomiankowsky, the Austrian Military Attach! at 
Constantinople. The chief note in the conversation 
was one of absolute confidence in the future. Whatever 
the diplomats and politJcians in Constantinople may 
have thought, these men, Turks and Germans, had no 
expectation — at least their conversation betrayed none 
' — ^that the Allied fleets would pass their defenses. 
What th^ seemed to hope for above everything was 
that their enemies would niake another attack. 

"If we could only get a chance at the Queen Eliza- 
b^f " said one eager German, referring to the greatest 
ship in the British navy, then lying off the entrance. 

As the Rhein wine b^an to disaiq>ear, their eagerness 
for the combat increased. 

"H the damn fools would <HiIy make a landing!" ex- 
claimed one — ^I quote his exact words. 

The Turkish and German officers, indeed, seined 
to vie with each other in caressing their readiness for 
the fray. Probably a good deal of this was bravado, 
intended for my consumption — indeed, I had pnvate 
information that their exact estimate of the situation 
was much less reassuring. Now, however, they de- 
daied that the war had presented no real of^rtunity 
ftnr the German and English navies to measure swords, 
and for this reason the Germans at the DaidaneUes 
w^comed this chance to try the issue. 
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■' Having visited all the important places on the Anato- 
lian aide, we took a launch and sailed over to the Galli- 
poli peninsula. We almost had a disastrous experience 
on this trip. As we approached the Gallipoli shore, 
our hd msma m was asked if he knew the location of the 
minefield, and if he could steer through the channel. 
He said "yes" and then steered directly for the mines! 
Fortunately the other men noticed the mistake in 
time, and so we arrived safely at KUid-uI-Bahr. The 
l>atteries here were of about the same character as 
those on the other side; they formed one of the main 
defenses of the straits. Here ev^ything, so far as a 
layman could judge, was in excellent condition, barring 
the fact that the artillery pieces were of old design and 
the ammunition not at all plentiful. 

The batteries showed signs of a heavy bombardment. 
None had been destroyed, but shell holes surrounded 
the ^rtifications. My Turkish and German escorts 
looked at these evidences of destruction rather seriously 
and they were outspoken in their admiration for tlu 
accuracy of the allied fire. 

■ "How do they ever get the range?" This was the 
question they were asldng each other. What made the 
shooting so remarkable was the fact that it came, not 
from Allied ships in the straits, but from ships stationed 
in the £gean Sea, on the other side of the Gallipoli 
peninsula. The gunners had never seen their tai^et, 
but had had to fire at a distance of nearly ten miles, 
over high hflls, and yet many of their shells had barely 
missed the batteries at Kilid-ul-Bahr. 

When I was there, however, the place was quiet, 
for no fighting was going on that day. For my paxticu- 
Ibt benefit the officers put one of thdr gun oews 
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throtigh a drill, so that I could obtain a perfect picture 
of the behaviour of the Turks in action. In their 
mind's eye these artillerists now saw the English 
ships advancing within range, all their guns pointed 
to destroy the followers of the Prophet. The buglnnan 
blew his horn, and the whole company rushed to their 
appointed places. Some were bringing shdls, others 
were opening the breeches, others were taking the ranges, 
others were straining at pulleys, and others were 
putting the charges into place. Everything was eager- 
ness and activity; evidently the Germans had been 
excellent instructors, but there was more to it than 
German military precision, for the men's faces lighted 
up with all that fanaticism which supplies the morale 
of Turkish soldiers. These gunners momentarily im- 
agined that they were shooting once more at the infidel 
English, and the exercise was a congenial one. Above 
the shouts of all I could hear the ~31ngsong chant of 
the leader, intraiing the prayer with which the Moslem 
has rushed to battle for thirteen centuries. 

"Allah is great, there is but <me God, and Mohammed 
is his Prophet ! " 

When I looked upon these fmizied mai, and saw 
so plainly written in their faces their uncontrollable 
hatred of the unbeliever, I called to mind what the 
Germans had said in the morning about the wisdom 
of not putting Turkish and German soldiers together. 
I am quite sure that, had this been done, here at least 
the "Holy War" would have proved a success, and 
that the Turks would have vented their hatred of 
Christiana on those who happene^lto be nearest at hand, 
for the moment overlookhig the fact that they were 
allies. 
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I returned to Constantinople that evening, and two 
days afterward, on March 18th, the Allied fleet made 
its greatest attack. As all the world knows, that attack 
proved disastrous to the Alhes. The outcome was the 
sinking of the Bovxet, the Ocean, and the Irresistible and 
the serious crippling of four other vessels. Of the 
sixteen ships engaged in this battle of the 18th, seven 
were thus put temporarily or permanently out of action. 
Naturally the Germans and Turks rejoiced over this 
victory. The police went around* and ordered each 
householder to display a prescribed number of flags 
in honour of the event. The Turkish people have so 
little spcmtaoeous patriotism or enthusiasm of any kind 
that they would never decorate their establishments 
without such definite orders. As a matter of fact, 
neither Germans nor Turks regarded tiiis celebration ' 
too seriously, for they were not yet persuaded that 
they had really won a victory. Most still believed 
that the AUied fleets would succeed in forcing their way 
through. The only question, they said, was whether 
the Entente was ready to sacrifice the necessary number 
of ships. Neither Wangenheim nor Pallavicini be- 
lieved that the disastrpus experience of the 18th 
would end the naval attack, and for days they anxiously 
waited for the fleet to return. The high tension lasted 
for days and weeks after the repulse of the 18th. 
We were still momentarily expecting the renewal of 
the attack. But the great armada never returned, t 

Should it have come back? Could the Allied ships 
really have captured Constantinople? I am constantly 
asked this question. As a layman my own opinion can 
have little value, but I have quoted the opinions of 
the Gkxman geaierals and admirals, and of the Turks — 
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practically all of whom, except Enver, believed that 
the enterprise would succeed, and I am half inclined 
to believe that Enver's attitude was merely a case of 
graveyard whistling. In. what I now have to say on 
this point, ther^ore* I wish it understood that I am 
giving not my own views, but merely those of the 
officials then in Turkey who were best qualified to 
judge. 

Enver had told me, in our talk on the dedc of the 
Turuk, that he had "plenty of guns — ^plenty of ammu- 
nitioD." But this statement was not true. A glimpse 
at the map will show why Turkey was not receiving 
munitions from Germany or Austria at that time. 
The fact was that Turkey was just as cconpletely iao- 
lated from her allies then as was Russia. There were 
two railroad lines leading from Constantinople to 
Germany. One went by way of Bulgaria and Serbia. 
Bulgaria was then not an ally; even though she had 
winked at the passage of guns and shells, this line 
could not have been \ised, since Serbia, which controlled 
the vital link extending from Nish to Belgrade, waa 
still intact. The other railroad line went throu^ 
Rumania, by way of Bucharest. This route was 
independent of Serbia, and, had the Rumanian Govern- 
ment consented, it would have formed a clear route 
fnmi the Krupps to the Dardanelles. The fact that 
mimitions could be sent with the c onni vance of the 
Rumanian Government perhaps accounts^or the sus- 
picion that guns and shells were going by that route. 
Day after day the French and British ministers pro- 
tested at Bucharest against this allied violation of 
neutrality, only to be met with angry denials that the 
Germans were umig thu line. There is no doubt now 
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tliat the Rumanian Government was perfectly honour- 
able in mftlring these denials. It is not unlikely that 
the Giermans themsdves started all these stories, merely 
to fool the Allied fleet into the belief that their supplies 
w^e inexhaustible. 

Let us suppose that the Allies had returned, say on 
the morning of the nineteenth, what would have hap- 
pened? The one orerwhelming fact is that the forti- 
fications were veiy short of anunuhition. Ihey had 
almost reached the limit of their resisting power when 
the British fleet passed out on the afternoon of the 18th. 
I had secured permission for Mr. Geoi^e A. Schrein^, 
the well-known American correspondent of the Associ- 
ated Press, to visit the Dardanelles on this occasion. 
On the night of the 18th, this correspondent discussed 
the situation with General Mertens, who was the chief 
technical officer at the straits. General Mertens ad- 
mitted that the outlook was very discouraging for 
the defense. 

*'We expect that the British will come back e«ly to- 
morrow morning," he said, "and if they do, we may b^- 
able to hold out for a few hours." 

General Mertens did not dedwe in so maiqr words 
that the ammunition was practically exhausted, but 
Mr. Sdireiner discovered that such was the case. The 
fact was that Fort Hamidi^, the most powerful defoise 
on the Asiatic side, had just se^mteen armour-piercing 
shells left, while at Kihd-ul-Bahr, which was the main 
defense on the European side, there were precisely ten. 

"I should advise you to get up at gix o'clock to- 
morrow morning," said General Mertens, "and take 
to the Anatolian hills. That's what we are going to 
do." 
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The troops at all the fortifications had their orders 
to man the guns until the last shell had been fired and 
then to abandon the forts. 

Once these defenses became helpless/ the problem 
of the Allied fleet would have been a simple one. The 
only bar to their progress would have been the mine- 
fieldt which stretched from a point about two miles 
north of Erenteui to Kilid-ul-Bahr. But the Allied 
fleet bad plenty of mine-sweepers, which could have 
made a channel in a few hours. North of Tchanak, as 
I have already explained, there were a few guns, ibut 
they were of the 1878 model, and could not dischaige 
projectiles that could pierce modem armour plate. 
North of Point Nagara there were only two batteriesj 
and both dated from 1885! Thus, once having silenced 
the outer straits, there was nothing to bar the passage 
to Constantinople except the German and Turkish war- 
ships. The Goeben was the only first-class fighting ship 
in either fleet, and it would not have lasted long against 
the Q-ueen Elizabeth. The disproportion in the strength 
of the opposing fleets, indeed, was so enormous that it 
is doubtful whether there would ever have been an en- 
gagement. 

Tlius the Allied fleet would have i^peared before 
Constantinople on the morning of the twoitieth. 
'What would have happened then? We have heard 
much discussion as to whether this purely naval attack 
was justified. Enver, in his conversation with me, had 
laid much stress on the absurdity of sending a fleet to 
Constantinople, supported by no adequate landing 
fon», and much of the criticism since passed upon 
the Dardanelles expedition has centred on that point. 
Yet it is my oi»mon that this exclusively naval attadc 
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was justified. I base this judgment purely upoQ the po- 
litical situation which then existed in Turkey. Under 
ordinary circumstances such an enterprise would 
probably have been a foolish one, but the political 
conditiom in Constantinople then were not ordinary. 
There was no solidly established govemmeait in Tur- 
key at that time. A political committee, not exceeding 
forty members, headed by Talaat, Enrer, and Djemal, 
ccmtroUed the Central Goremment, but their authority 
tliTOUghout the empire was exceedingly tenuous. As a, 
matt^ of fact, the whole Ottoman state, on that eigh- 
teenth day of March, 1915, when the Allied fleet 
abandoned the attack, was on the brink of dissolution. 
All over Turkey ambitious chieftains had arisen, who 
were momentarily expecting its fall, and who were look- 
ing for the opportunity to seize their parts of the inheri- 
tance. As previously described, Djemal had already 
organized practically an independent government 
in Syria. In Smyrna Rahmi Bey, the Governor-Gen- 
eral, had often disregarded the authorities at the capital. 
In Adrianople Hadji AdH, one of the most courageous 
Turks of the time, was believed tobeplottingto setup his 
owngovemment. Arabiahadalreadybecomepractically 
an indqiendent nation. Among the subject races the 
spirit of revolt was rapidly spreading. The Greeks and 
the Armenians would also have welcomed an opportun- 
ity to strengthen the hands of the Allies. Tlie existing 
financial and industrial conditions seemed to make 
revolution inevitable. Many farmers went on strike; 
they had no seeds and would not accept them as a free 
gift from the Government because, they said, as soon 
as their crops should he garnered the armies would 
immediately requisition them. As for Constantinople, 
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the populace there and the best elements amcsig the 
Turks, far from oppoang the arriTal of the Allied 
fleet, would have welcon^ it with joy. The Turks 
themselves were praying that the British and French 
would take their dtj, for this would relieve them of the 
controlling gang, emancipate them from the hated Ger- 
mans, bring about peace, and ead their miseries. 

No one understood this better than Talaat. He was 
taking no chances on maldng an expeditious retreat, in 
case the Allied fleet appeared before the city. For 
several months the Turkish leaders had been casting 
envious glances at a Minerva automobile that had been 
reposin g in the Belgian legation ever since Turkey's 
declaraticm of war. Talaat finally obtained possession 
of the covet^ prize. He had obtained somewhere 
another automobile, which he had loaded with extra 
tires, gasolene, and all the other essentials of a pro- 
tracted journey. This was evidently intended to 
accompany the more pretentious machine as a kind of 
"mother ship." Talaat stationed these automobiles 
an the Asiatic side of the city with chauffeurs con- 
stantly at hand. Everything was prepared to leave for 
the interior of Asia Minor at a moment's notice. 

But the great Allied armada never returned to the 
attack. 

About a week after this momentous defeat, I hap- 
pened to drop in at the German Embassy. Wangen- 
heim had a distinguished visitor whom he asked 
me to meet. I went into his private office and there 
was Von der Goltz Pasha, recently returned from Bel- 
gium, whare he had served as governor. I must admit 
that, meeting Goltz thus informally, I had difBcuhy 
in reconciling his personality with aU the stories Uiat 
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irere then coming out of Belgium. TkaA morning this 
mild-mannered, spectacled gentleman seemed suf- 
ficiently quiet and harmless. Nor did he look his age — 
he was then about seventy-four; his hair was only 
streaked with gray, and his face was almost unwrinkled; 
I should not have taken him for more than sixty-five. 
The austerity and brusqueness and ponderous dignity 
which are assumed by most highly-placed Germans 
were not apparent. His voice was deep, musical, and 
pleasing, and his manners were altogether friendly and 
ingratiating. The only evidence of pomp in his bear- 
ing was his uniform; he was dressed as a field marshal, 
his chest blazing with decorations and gold braid. Von 
der Goltz explained and half apologized for his r^alia 
by saying that he had just returned from an audience 
with the Sultan. He had come to Constantinople to 
present his majesty a medal from the Kaiser, and was 
taking back to Berlin a similar mark of consideration 
from the Sultan to the ICaiser, besides an imperial 
present of 10,000 cigarettes. 

The three of us sat there for some time, drinking 
coffee eating Grerman cakes, and smoking German 
cigars. I did not do much of the talking, but the 
conversation of Von der Goltz and Wangenheim seemed 
to me to shed much light upon the German mind, and 
espedaUy on the trustworthiness of German military 
reports. The aspect of the Dardanelles fight that in- 
terested them most at that time was England's com- 
plete frankness in publishing her losses. That the 
British Government should issue an oflScial statemoit, 
saying that three sliips had been sunk and that four 
others had been badly damaged, struck them as most* 
remarkable, hi this announcement I merely saw a 
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manifestation of the usual British desire to make public 
the worst — ^the policy which we Americana also b^eve 
to be the best in war times. But no such obvious ex- 
phmation could satisfy these wise and solemn Teutons. 
No, England had some deep purpose in telling the truth 
so unblushingly; what could it be? 

"Es iat ausaerordenUichl" (It is extraordinary) 
said Von der Groltz, r^erring to JEngland's public 
acknowledgment of defeat. 

"Es ist unerhSril" (It is unheard of) declared the 
equally astonished Wangenheim. 

These master diplomatists canvassed one explanation 
after another, and finally reached a conclusion that 
satisfied the higher strategy. England, they agreed, 
really had had no enthusiasm for this attack, because, 
in the event of success, she would have had to hand 
Constantinople over to Russia — something which Eng- 
land really did not intend to do. By publishing the 
losses, England showed Russia the enormous difficultiea 
of the ta;^; she had demonstrated, indeed,, that the 
enterprise was impossible. After such losses, England 
intended Russia to understand that she had made a 
sincere attempt to gain this great prize of war and 
e]q>ected her not to insist on furth^ sacrifices. 

The seuuel to thb great episode in the war came in 
the winter of 1915-16. By this time Bulgaria had 
joined the Central Powers, Serbia had been over- 
whelmed, and the G^mans had obtained a' complete, 
unobstructed railroad line from Constantinople to 
Austria and Germany. Huge Krupp guns now b^^an 
to come over this line — all destined for the Dardanelles. 
•Sixteen great batteries, of the latest model, were em- 
placed near the oitrance, completely controlling Sedd- 
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nl-Bahr. The Germans lent the Turks 500,000,000 
marks, much of which was spent defending this indis- 
pensable highway. Ths thinly fortified straits through 
which I passed in March, 1915, is now as impregnably 
fortified as Heligoland. It ia doubtful if all the fleets 
in the world could force the Dardanelles to-day. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

A FIGHT FOB THBXB THOUaAND CimXINB 

ON THE second of May. 1915. Enver sent his 
aide to the American Embassy, bringing a 
message which he requested me to transmit to 
the French and British govemm^ita. About a weA 
before this visit the Allies had huided on the GaUi- 
poU peninsula. They had evidently conduded that a 
naval attack by itself could not destroy the defraises 
and open the road to Constantinople, and th^ had now 
adopted the alternative plan of despatching la^^ 
bodies of troops, to be supported by the guns of their 
warships. Already many thousands of Australians 
and New 2!ealanders had entrenched themselves at the 
tip of the poiinsula, and the excitement that prevailed 
in Constantinople was almost as great as that which 
had been caused by the appearance of the fleet two 
months before. 

Enver now informed me that the Allied ships were 
bombarding in reckless fashion, and ignoring the wdl- 
established international rule that such bombardments 
should be directed only against fortified places; British 
and fVench shells, he saidv were falling everywhere, 
destroying unprotected Moslem villages and killing 
hundreds of innocent non-combatants. Enver asked 
me to inform the Allied governments that such activi- 
ties must immediatdy cease. He had decided to 
collect all the British and French dtizens who wa« then 
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living in Constantinople, take them down to the Galli- 
poli peninsula and scatter them in Moslem villages and 
towns. The Allied fleets would then be throwing 
their projectiles not only against peaceful and unpro- 
tected Moslems, but against their own countrymen. 
It was Enver's idea that this threat, commimicated by 
the American Ambassador to the British and French 
governments, would soon put an end to "atrocities" of 
this kind. I was given a few days' respite to get 
the inf onnation to London and Paris. 

At that time about 3,000 British and French dtizena 
were living in Constantinople. The great majority 
belonged to the class known as Levantuies; nearly all 
had beoi bom in Turkey and in many cases their 
families had been d omicil ed in that country for two 
or more generations. The retention of their European 
citizenship is almost their only contact with the nation 
from which they have sprung. Not uncommonly we 
meet in the lai^er dries of Turkey men and women who 
are EngUsh by race and nationality, but who speak~^no 
English, French being the usual language of the Levan- 
tine. The great majority have never set foot in Eng- 
land, or any other European country; they have only 
one home, and that is Turkey. The fact that the 
Levantine usually retains citizenship in the nation of 
his origin was now apparently Tnalnng him a fittii^ 
object for Turkish vengeance. Besides these Levan> 
tines, a large number of English and French were then 
living in Constantinople, as teachers in the schools, 
as missionaries, and as important business men and 
merchants. The Ottoman Government now proposed 
to assemble all these residents, both those who wa« 
immediatdy and those who were remotely connected 
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vith Great Britain and France, and to place tliem in 
exposed positions on the Gallipoli peninsula as targets 
for the Allied fleet. 

Naturally my first question when I received this 
startling information was whether the warships were 
really bombarding defenseless towns. If they were 
murdering non-combatant men, women, and children 
in this reckless fashion, such an act of reprisal aa Enver 
now pro[K)sed would probably have had some justi- 
fication. It seemed to me incredible, however, that the 
Enj^h and French could commit such barbarities. 
I had already received many complidnts of this kind 
from Turkish officials which, on iavestigation, had 
turned out to be untrue. Only a little while before 
Dr. 'M.eyet, the first assistant to Suleyman Nouman, 
/ the Chief of the Medical Staff, had notified me that the 
British fleet had bombarded a Turkish hospital and 
killed 1^00 invqjids . When I looked into the matter, 
I found that the building had been but slightly dam- 
aged, and only one man killed. I now naturally sus- 
pected that this latest tale of Allied barbarity rested 
on a similarly .gimsy foundation. I soon discovoed, 
indeed, that this was the case. The Allied fleet was 
not bombarding Moslem villages at all. A number oS 
British warships had been stationed in the Gulf <rf 
Saras, an indentation of the .^^ean Sea, on the western 
side of the peninsula, and from this vantage point 
they were throwing shells into the city of Gallq>oli. 
All the "bombarding" of towns in whidi they woe 
now engaging was limited to this one city. In doing 
this the British navy was not violating the rules of 
civilized warfare, for Gallipoli had long since been 
evacuated of its civilian population, and the IWkshad 
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established military headquartera in several of the 
houses, which had properly become the object of the 
Allied attack. I certainly knew of no rule of warfare 
which prohibited an attack upon a military headquar- 
ters. As to the stories of murdered civilians, men, 
women, and children, these proved to be gross exag- 
g^stions; as almost the entire civilian population had 
long since left, any casualties resulting from the bom- 
baidment must have been confined to the armed 
forces of the an[Hre. 

I now discussed the situation for scmie time with Mr. 
Ernest Weyl, who was generally recognized as~the 
leading French citizen in Constantinople, and with Bdr. 
Hoffman Philip, the Conseiller of the Embassy, and 
then decided that I would go inmiediately to the Sub- 
lime Porte and protest to Enver. 

The Councfl of Ministers was sitting at the time, but 
EInver came out. His manner was more demonstrative 
than usual. As he described the attadc of the British 
fleet, he became extremely angry; it was not the impex- 
turfoable Enver with whom I had become so familiar. - 

"These cowardly English!" he ^xlaimed. '"Hiey 
tried for a long time to get tbrou^ the Dardanelles, 
and we were too much for them! And see what kind 
of a revenge they are taking. Their ships sneak up 
into the out^ bay, wha« our guns cannot reach them, 
and shoot over the hills at our little villages, killing 
harmless old men, women, and children, and bombard- 
ing our hospitals. Do you think we are going to let 
them do that? And what can we do? Our guns don't 
reach over tfae hills, so that we cannot meet them in 
battle. If we could, we would drive them f>ff, just as 
we did at the straits a month ago. We have no fleet to 
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aend to England to bombard their unfortified towns 
as they are bombarding ours. So we have decided to 
move all the English and Frraich we can find to Galli- 
poli. Let them kill their own peofde as well as ours." 

I told him that, granted that the circiiinstances woe 
as he had stated them, he had grounds for indignation. 
But I called his attention to the fact that be was wicoig; 
that he was accuung the Allies of crimea whidi thc^ 
wa« not committing. 

"This is about the most barbarous thing that you 
have ever contemplated,*' I said. " The British have a 
p^ect right to attadc a military headquarters like 
Gallipoli." 

But my argument did not move Enver. I became 
convinced that he had not decided on this step as a 
reprisal to protect his own countrymen, but that he and 
his associates were blindly venting their rage. The 
fact that the Australians and New Zealanders had suc- 
-cessfully effected a landing had aroused their most 
barbarous instincts. Enver referred to this landing in 
our talk; though he professed to r^ard it lightly, and 
said that he would soon push theFrench and English into 
the sea, I saw that it was causing him much concom. 
The Turk, as I have said before, is psychologically 
primitive; to answer the British landing at Gallipoli 
by murdering hundreds of helpless British who were 
in his power would strike him as perfectly It^cal. As 
a result of this talk I gained only a few concessions. 
Enver agreed to postpone the deportation until Thurs- 
day — it was then Sunday; to exclude women and chil- 
dren from the order, and to take none of the British and 
Fmaxii who were then connected with American insti* 
tutions. 
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**AI! the rest will have to go," was %i8 final word. 
"Moreover," he added, "we don't purpose to have the 
enemy submarines in the Marmora torpedo the trans- 
ports we are sending to the Dardanelles. In the future 
we shall put a few Englishmen and Frenchmen on every 
ship we {seed down there as a protection to our own 
aoldiers." 

IVhen I returned to our embassy I found that the 
news of the proposed deportation had been published, 
He amazement and despair that immediately resulted 
wa% unparalleled, even in that city of constuit sensa- 
tions. Europeans, by living for many years in the 
I^evant, seem to acquire its emotions, particularly its 
susceptibility to fear and horror, and now, no longer hav- 
ing the protection of their embassies, these fears were in- 
tensified. A stream of trended people b^an to pour into 
the Embassy. From their tears and cries one would 
have thought that they were immediately to be tak«i 
out and shot, and that there was any possibility of 
being saved seemed hardly to occur to them. Yet all 
the time they insisted that I should get individual 
exemptions. One could not go because he had a depen- 
dent family; another had a sick child; another was ill 
himself. My ante-room was full of frantic mothers, 
asking me to secure exemption for their sons, and of 
wives, who sought special treatment for their hus- 
bands. They made all kinds of impossible suf^estioos: 
I should resign my ambassadorship as a protest; I 
should even threaten Turkey with war by the United 
States t They constantly besieged my wife, who spent 
hoars listening to their stories and comforting them. 
In all this exciting mass there were many who faced 
the situation with more courage. 
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The day aftir my talk with Enver, Bedri, the Prelect 
of Police, b^an to arrest some of the victims. 

The next moming one of my callers made what would 
ordinarily have seemed to be an obvious suggesdon. 
This visitor was a German. He told me that Grermany 
would suffer greatly in reputation if the Turks carried 
out their plan ; the world would not possibly be convinced 
that Germans had not devised the whole scheme. He 
said that I should call upon the German and Austrian 
ambassadors; he was sure.that they would support me 
in my pleas for decent treatment. As I had made iq>- 
peals to Wangenheim several times before in behalf of 
foreigners, without success, I had hardly thought it 
worth while to ask his cooperation in this instance. 
Moreover, the plan of using non-combatants as a pro- 
tective screen in warfare was such a familiar German 
device that I was not at idl sure that the German Staff 
had not instigated the Turks. I decided, howevo*, to 
adopt the advice of my German visitor and seek Wan- 
genheim's assistance. I must admit that I did this as 
a forlorn hope, but at least I thought it only fair to 
WSn^^eim to give him a chance to hdp. 

I railed upon him in the evening at ten o'dodc and 
stayed with him until eleven. I spent the larg» part 
of this hour in a fruitless attempt to interest him in the 
pli^t of these non-combatants. Wangenheim said 
point blank that he woidd not assist me. "It is per- 
fectly proper," he maintained, "for the Turks to estab- 
lish a concentration camp at Gallipoli. It is also proper 
for tJhem to put non-combatant English and French on 
their transports and thus insure them against attack. 
As I made repeated attempts to argue the matter, Wan- 
genhdm would d^tly shift the conversati<m to other 
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levies. According to my record of this talk, written out 
at the time, the German Ambassador discussed almost 
every subject exc^t the one upon which I had called. 

"This act of the Turks will greatly injure .Ger-- 
many " I would b^[in. 

"Do you know that the English soldiers at Gaba 
Tepe are without food and drink?" he would reply. 
"They made an attack to capture a well and were 
repulsed. The English have taken their ships away so 
as to prevent their soldiers from retreating " 

"But about this GaDipoh business," I interrupted. 
*' Grennans themselves here in Constantinople have said 
that Germany should stop it " 

*"Ilie Allies landed 45,000 men on the peninsula," 
Wangenheim answered, "and of these 10,000 were 
killed. In a few days we shall attack the rest and 
destroy them." 

When I attempted to ap]ffoach the subject from an- 
oth^ angle, this master diplomatist would b^in dis- 
cussing Rumania and the possibility of obtaining ammu- 
nition by way of that country. 

"Your Secretary Bryan," he said, "has just issued a 
statement showing that it would be unneutral for the 
United States to refuse to sell ammunition to the Allies. 
So we have used this same ai^ument with the Ruman- 
ians; if it is unneutral not to sell ammunition, it is 
certainly unneutral to rrfuse toiranaport it ! " 

The humorous aspects of this argument a[q>ealed to 
Wangenheim, but I reminded him that I was there to 
discuss the lives of between 2,000 and 3,000 non-com- 
batants. As I touched upon this subject again, Wan- 
genheim replied that the United States would not be 
acceptable to Grermany as a peacemaker now, because 
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we were ap friendly to the Entente. He inaisted on 
giving me all the details at recent German successes in 
the Carpathians and the latest news on the Italian 
situation. 

"We would rather fight Italy than have her for our 
ally," he said. 

At another time all this would have greatly ent»- 
tained me, but not then. It was quite apparent that 
Wangenheim would not discuss the proposed dqKnto- 
tion, further than to say that the Turks were justified. 
His statement that it was planned to establish a *' con- 
centration camp" at Gallipoli unfolded his idiole atti- 
tude. Up to this time the Turks had not eatabliahed 
concentration camps for enemy aliens uiywhere. I 
had earnestly advised them not to establish such camps, 
thus far with success. On the other hand, the Germans 
were protesting that Turkey was "too laiient" and 
urging the establishment of such camps in the interior. 
Wangenheim's use of the words "concentration camps 
in Gallipoli " showed that the German view was at last 
prevail^ and that I was losing my battle for the 
foreigners. An internment camp is a distressing i^ace 
under the most favourable circumstances, but who, ex- 
cept a German or a Turk, ever conceived of establishing 
one right in the field of battle? Let us suppose that 
the Engliah and the French should assemble all their 
enemy aliens, march them to the front, and place them 
in a camp in No Man's Land, directly in the fire of 
both armies. That was precisely the kind of a "con- 
centration camp" which the Turks and Germans now 
intended to establish for the resident ehena of Constanti- 
nople — ^for my talk with Wangenheim 1^ no doubt in 
my mind that the Germans were parties to the plot. 
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Hkw dugouts, for the moat pari, were well prol«ct«d. The Turks defended 

tbrir batteries with great heroism and skill 
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They feared tliat the hind attack on the Dardandles 
would succeed, just as they had feared that the navid 
attack would succeed, and they were prepared to use 
any weapon, even the lives of several thousand non- 
oombatants, in their efforts to make it a failure. 

My talk with Wangenheim produced no results, so 
far as enlisting his support was concerned, but it stif- 
fened n^ detenmnation to defeat this enterprise. I 
also called upon Pallavidni, the Austrian Ambassador. 
He at once declared that the proposed deportation was 
"inhuman." 

**I will take up the matter with the Grand Vizier," . 
he said, " and see if I can't stop it.** 

"But you know that is perfectly useless," I answered. 
**The Grand Vizier has no power — he is only a figure- 
head. Only one man can stop this, that is Enver." 

Pallavidni had far finer sensibilities and a tenderer 
consdence than Wangenheim, and I had no doubt that 
he was entirely sincere in his desire to prevent this 
crime. But he was a diplomat of the old Austrian 
school. Nothing in his eyes was so important 
as di[domatic etiquette. As the representative of 
his emperor, propriety demanded that he should con- 
duct all his n^otiations with the Grand Vider, who was 
also at that time Minister for Foreign Affairs. He 
never discussed state mattns with Talaat and Enver — 
indeed, he had only limited offidal relations with these 
men, the real rulers of Turkey. And now the saving 
of 3,000 lives was not, in Fallavicini's eyes, any reason 
why he should disregard the traditional routine of diplo- 
matic intercourse. 

" I must go strictly according to rules in this matter," 
he said. And, in the goodness of his heart, he did 



D.n.iized by Google 



S42 AMBASSADOR MOBGENTHAU'S STORY 

speak to Said Halim. FoUowiog this ezunple Wangen- 
heim also spoke to the Grand Vizier. In Wangenheim'a 
case, however, the protest was merely intended for 
the official record. 

"You may fool some people," I told the German Am- 
bassador, "but you know that speaking to the Grand 
Vizier in this matter is of about as much use as shouting 
in the air." 

However, there was one member of the diplomatic 
corps who worked wholeheartedly in behalf of the 
threatened foreigners. This was M. Koloucheff» the 
Bulgarian Minister. As soon tts he heard of this latest 
Turco-German outrage, he immediatdy came to me 
with offers of assistance. He did not propose to waste 
his time by a protest to the Grand Vizier, but an- 
nounced his intention of going immediately to the source 
of authority, Enver himself. KoIoucheS was an ez- 
tremdy important man at that particular time, for 
Bulgaria was then neutral and both sides were angling 
for her support. 

Meanwhile, Bedii and his minions were busy arresting 
some of the doomed English and French. The depm^ 
tation was arranged to take place Thursday momiDg. 
On Wednesday, the excitement reached the hysterical 
stage. It seemed as if the whole fcoeign population 
of Constantinople had gathered at the American Em- 
bassy. Scores of weeping women and haggard men 
assenobled in front and at the side of the building; 
more than three hundred gfuned personal access to my 
office, hanging desperately upon the Ambassador and 
his staff. Many fdmost seemed to think that I person- 
ally held their fates in my hand; in their agony of 
spirit some even denounced me, inaiating that I was 
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not ^certiog all my powers in their behalf. When- 
eva I left my office and passed into the hall I was almost 
mobbed by scores of terror-stricken and dishevelled 
mothers and wives. The nervous tension was fright- 
ful; I seized the telephone, called up Enver, and de- 
manded an interview. 

He replied that he would be ha^^y to receive me 
on Thursday. By this time, however, the prisoners 
would already have been on their way to GallipoU. 

"No," I replied, **I must see you this afternoon." 

Enver made all kinds of excuses; he was busy, he 
had ai^iointmenta scheduled for the whole day. 

"Z presume you want to see me about the English 
and fVench," he said. "If that is so, I can tell you 
now that it will be useless. Our minds are made up. 
Orders have been issued to the police to gather them 
all by to-night and to ship them down to-morrow 
morning." 

I still insisted that I must see him that afternoon and 
he stin attempted to dodge the interview. 

"My time is all taken," he said. "The Coimcil of 
Ministers sits at four o'clock and the meeting is to 
be a very important one. I can't absent myself." 

Emboldened by the thought of the crowds of women 
that were flooding the whole Embassy I decided on an 
altogether unprecedented move. 

"I shall not be denied an interview," I replied. "I 
shall come up to the cabinet room at four o'clock. If 
you refuse to receive me then, I shall insist on oing 
into the council room and discussing the matter with 
the -whole Cabinet. I shall be interested to learn 
whether the Turkish Cabinet will refuse to receive the 
Ammcan Ambassador." 
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It seemed to me that I could'almost hear Enrer ga^ 
over the telephone. I presume few responsible minia- 
ters of any country have ever had sudi an astounding 
proposition made to them. 

"If you will meet me at the Sublime Porte at S:30," 
he answered, after a considerable pause, "lahall arrange 
to see you." 

When I reached the Sublime Forte I was told that 
the Bulgarian Minister was having a protracted con- 
ference with Enver. Naturally I was willing to wait> 
for I knew what the two men were discussing. Pres- 
ently M. Koloucheff came out; his face was tense and 
anxious, clearly revealing the ordeal through which he 
had just passed. 

"It is perfectly hopeless," he said to me. "Nothing 
will move Enver: he is absolutely determined that this 
thing shall go through. I cannot wish you good luck, 
for you will have none." 

The meeting which followed between Enver and my- 
self was the most momentous I had had up to that lime. 
We discussed the fate of the foreigners for nearly an 
hour. I found Enver in one of his most polite but 
most unyielding moods. He told me before I b^an 
that it was usel^s to talk — that the matter was a 
closed issue. But I insisted on telling him what a 
splentfid inQ>reS8ion Turkey's treatment of her enemies 
had made on the outside world. "Your recOTd in this 
matter is better than that of any othnr belliger^it 
country," I said. "You have not put them into con- 
centration canq>s, you have let them stay hexc and 
continue their ordinary business, just as before. You 
have done this in ^ite of strong pressure to act other- 
wise. Why do you destroy all the good effect this has 
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produced by now TnaTring such a fatal mistake as you 
propose?" 

But Enver insisted that the Allied fleets were bom- 
barding unfortified towns, killing women, children, and 
wounded men. 

"We have warned them through you that they must 
not do this," he said, "but they don't stop." 

This statement, of course, was not true, but I could 
not persuade Enver that he was wrong. He expressed 
great appreciation for all that I had done, and regretted 
for my sake tjiat he could not accept my advice. I 
told him that the foreigners had su^ested that I 
threaten to give up the care of British and French in- 
terests. 

"Nothing would suit us better," he quickly replied. 
" The only difficulty we have with you is when you come 
around and bother us with English and French ^airs." 

I asked him if I had ever given him any advice that 
hAd led them into trouble. He graciously replied that 
they had never yet made a mistake by following my 



"Very well, take my advice in this case, too," I 
replied. "You will find later that you have made no 
mistake by doing so. I tdl you that it is my positive 
opinion that your cabinet is committing a terrible error 
by taking this step." 

"But I have given orders to this effect," Enver an- 
'swered. "I cannot countermand them. If I did, my 
whole influence with the army would go. Once having 
givoi an order I never change it. My own wife asked 
me to have her servants exempted from military ser- 
vice and I refused. The Grand Vizier asked exemption 
for his secretary, and I refused him* because I had given 
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orders. I never revoke orders and I shall not do it in 
this case. If you can show me some way in which this 
order can be carried out and your prot^^ still saved, 
I shall be glad to listen." 

I had already discovered one of the most conspicuous 
traits in the Turkish character: its tendency to com- 
promise and to bargain. Enver's request for a sug- 
gestion now gave me an opportunity to play on this 
characteristic. 

"All right," I said. "I think I am. I should think 
you could still carry out your orders without sending 
tUl the French and English resid^its down, li you 
would send only a few, you would still win your point. 
You could still maintain disdpline in the army, and 
these few would be as strong a deterrrait to the Allied 
fleet as sending aU." 

It seemed to me that Enver almost eagerly seized 
upon this siiggesUon as a wt^ out of his dilemma. 

"How many will you let me send?" he asked quiddy. 
The moment he put this question I knew that I had 
carried my point. 

"I would suggest that you take twenty English and 
twenty French — ^forty in all." 

" Let me have fifty." he said. 

"All right — we won't haggle over ten," I answered, 
"But you must make another concession. Let me 
pick out the fifty who are to go." 

This agreement had relieved the tension, and now 
the gracious side of Enver*s nature b^an to show itself 
again. 

"No, Mr. Ambassador," he replied. "You have 
prevented me from making a mistake this afternoon; 
now let me prevent you from making one. If you se- 
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lect the fifty men who are to go, you will simply make 
fifty enemies. I think too much of you to let you do 
iJiat. I will prove to you that I am your real friend. 
Can't you make some other suggestion?" 

"Why not take the youngest? They can stand the 
fatigue best." 

" That is fair," answered Enver. He said that Bedri, 
who was in the building at that moment, would select 
the "victims." This caused me some imeasiness; I 
knew that Enver's modification of his order would dis- 
please Bedri, whose hatred of the foreigners had shown 
itself on many occasions, and that the head of the police 
would do his best to find some way of evading it. So 
I asked Enver to send for Bedri and give him hia new 
orders in my presence. Bedri came in, and, as I had 
suspected, he did not like the new arrangement at all. 
As soon as he heard that he was to take only fifty and 
the youngest he threw up his hands and began to walk 
up and down the room. 

"No, no, this will never do!" he said. "I don't want 
the youngest, I must have'notables ! " 

But Enver stuck to the arrangement and gave 
Bedri orders to take only the youngest men. It was 
quite apparent that Bedri needed humouring, so I 
asked him to ride with me to the American Embassy, 
where we would have tea and arrange all the details. 
This invitation had an instantaneous efiect which the 
American mind will have difBculty in comprehending. 
An American would regard it as nothing wonderful to 
be seen publicly riding with an ambassador, or to 
take tea at an embassy. But this is a distinction which 
never comes to a minor functionary, such as a Prefect 
of Police, in the Turkish capital. Possibly I lowered 



lized by Google 



248 AMBASSADOR MOSGENTHAU*S STORY 

the dignity of my office in extending this invitation to 
Bedri; Ptdlavicuu wotdd probably have thought so; 
but it certainly paid, for it made Bedri more i^blw 
than he would otherwise have been. 

When we reached the Embassy, we found the crowds 
still there, awaiting the results of my int^cessicoi. 
When I told the besiegers that only fifty had to go and 
these the youngest, they seemed momentarily stupefied. 
They could not imderstand it at first; they believed 
that I might obtain some modification of the order, 
but nothing like this. Then, as the truth dawned upon 
them, I found myself in the centre of a crowd that had 
ai^iarently gone momentarily insane, this time not 
from grief, but from joy. Women, the tears streaming 
down their faces, insisted on throwing themselves on 
their knees, seizing both my hands, and covering them 
with kisses. Mature men, despite my violent protesta- 
tions, persisted in hugging me and kissing me on both 
cheeks. For several minutes I struggled with this 
crowd, embarrassed by its demonstrations of gratitude, 
but finally I succeeded in breaking away and secreting 
myself and Bedri in an inner room. 
■ "Can'tIhaveafewnotables?"heasked. 

" I'll give you just one," I replied. 

" Can't I have three? " he asked again. 

" You can have all who are under fifty," I answ^^. 

But that did not satisfy him, as there was not a 
solitary person of distinction under that age limit. 
Bedri really had his eye on Messieurs W^l, Rey, and 
Dr. Frew. But I had one "notable" up my sleeve 
whom I was willing to concede. Dr. 'Wigram, an 
AngUcan dergyman, one of the most prominent moi 
in the foreign colony, had pleaded with me, asking 
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THE BRITISH SfflP "ALBION" 
Shelling the (Miifications at the Inner Strait. The splashes u< 
show th»t the Turks are leplying vigorotuly 
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THE DARDANELLES AS IT WAS MARCH 16, 1915 
When Ambassador Morgcnthiiu, at the invitation of tlie Turkish Got- 
eminent, visited all the batteries. He found the batteriea well defendeiL 
but ihort of ammunition and completely outransed by the guns of the Allied 
fleets. On March 19th the Germans and Turks were prepared to retreat 
to Anatolia and leave Constantinople at the mercy of the British. The 
Allies abandoned the attack at the precise moment when complete vidtit; 
was in their grasp 
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that he might be pemiiited to go with the hostages and 
fumiah them such consolation as religion could give 
than. I knew that nothing would delight Dr. Wigram 
more than to be thrown as a sop to Bedri's passion for 
"notables." 

"Dr. Wigram is the only notable you can have," I 
said to Bedri. So he accepted him as the best that 
he could do in that line. 

Mr. Hoffman Philip, the ConseHler of the American 
Kmbassy — now American Minister to Colombia — had 
already expressed a desire to accompany the hostages, 
so that he might minister to their comfort. This 
manifestation of a fine humanitarian spirit was nothing 
new in Mx. Philip. Although not in good health, 
he had returned to Constantinople after Turkey had 
entered the war, in order that he might assist me in 
the work of caring for the foreign residents. Through all 
that arduous period he constantly displayed that sym- 
pathy for the unforttmate, the sick, and the poor, which 
is innate in his character. Though it was somewhat 
irre^ar for a representative of the Embassy to engage 
in such a hazardous enterprise as this one, Mr. Philqi 
pleaded so earnestly that finally I reluctantly gave my 
consent. I also obtained permisdon for Mr. Arthur 
Ruhl of CoUier'a and Mr. Henry West Suydam, of the 
Brooklyn Eagle, to accompany the party.. 

At the end Bedri had to have his little joke. Though 
the fifty were informed that the boat for Gallipoli 
would leave the next morning at six o'clock, he, 
with his poUce, visited their houses at midnight, and 
routed them all out of bed. The crowd that assembled 
at the doc^ the next morning looked somewhat weather- 
beaten and worse for wear. Bedri was there, superin- 
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tending the whole proceeding, and when he came iq> to 
me, he good-naturedly r^roached me again for letting 
him have only one "notable." In the main, he be- 
haved very decently, though he could not refrain from 
telling the hostages that the British airplanes were 
dropping bombs on GallipoU! Of the twenty-five 
"Englishmen" assembled there were only two who had 
been bom in England, and of the twenty-five " French- 
men" only two who had been bom in France. They 
carried satchels contuning food and other essentials, 
thdr assembled relatives had additional bundles, and 
Mrs. Morgenthau sent several large cases of food to 
the E^iip. The parting of these young men with their 
families was aSecting, but they all stood it bravely. 

I returned to the Embassy, somewhat wearied by 
the excitement of the last few days and in no particu- 
larly gracious humour for the honour which now awaited 
me. For I had been there only a ^ew minutes when 
His Excellency) the German Ambassador, was an- 
nounced. Wangenheim discussed commonplaces for a 
few minutes and then approached the real object of his 
call. He asked me to telegn^h to Washington that he 
had been "helpful" in getting thenumber of the Galli- 
poU hostages reduced to fifty I In view of the actual 
happenings this request was so pr^Msterous that I could 
scarcely maintain my composite. I had known that, in 
going through the form of speaking to the Grand \^er, 
Wai^genhdm had been manufacturing his protest for 
future use, but I had not expected him to fall back upon 
it so soon. 

"Well," said Wangenheim, "at least telegraph your 
government that I didn't 'hetz' the Tilda in tills 
mattCT."* 
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The German verb "kdzen" means about the same 
as the English "sic," in the sense of inciting- a dog. 
I was in no mood to give Wangenheim a clean bill of 
health, and told him so. In fact, I specifically reported 
to Washington that he had refused to help me. A 
day or two afterward Wangenheim called me on the 
telei^ione and began to talk in an excited and angry 
tone. His govenmient had wired him about my tele- 
gram to Washington. I told him that if he desired 
credit for assistance in matters of this kind, he should 
really exert himself and do something. 
. The hostages had an uncomfortable time at Galli- 
poli; ihey were put into two wooden houses with no 
beds and no food except that whidi th^ had brought 
themselves. The days and nights were made wretched 
by the abundant vermin that is a commonplace in 
Turkey. Had Mr. Philip not gone with them, they 
would have suffered seriously. After the unfortimates 
had been there for a few days I began work with Enver 
again to get them back. Sir Edward Grey, then 
British Secretary for Foreign Affairs, had requested our 
State Department to send me a message with the re- 
quest that I present it to Enver and his fellow ministers; 
its purport was that the British Government would 
hold them personally responsible for any injury to the 
hostages. I presented this message to Enver on M^ 
0th. I had seen Enver in many moods, but the unbrid- 
led rage which Sir Edward's admonition now caused was 
something entirely new. As I read the telegram his 
face became livid, and he absolutely lost control of 
himself. The European polish which Enver had sedu- 
lously acqiured dropped like a mask; I now saw him for 
what he really was — a savage, bloodthirsty Turk. 
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"They will not come back!" he shouted. "I shall 
let them stay there until they roti" 

"I would like to see those Bnj^h touch met" he 
continued. 

I saw that the method which I had always used 
with Enver, that of persuasion, was the only possible 
way of handling him. I tried to soothe the Minister 
now, and, after a while, he quieted down. 

"But don't ever threaten me again!" he said. 

After spending a week at GaJIipoli, the party re- 
turned. The Turks had moved their miUtary head- 
quarters from Gallipoli and the Enf^ish fleet, therefore, 
ceased to bombard it. All came back in good condi- 
tion and were welcomed home with great enthusiasm. 
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CHAPTER XX 

HORB ADVENTURES OF THE FOBEIQN RE8IDEINT8 

THE Gallipoli deportation gives some idea of 
my difficulties in attempting to f ul£l my duty as 
the representative of Allied interests in the 
Ottoman Empire. Yet, despite these occasional out- 
bursts of hatred, in the main the Turkish officiab them- 
selves behaved veiy well. They had promised me at 
the beginning that they would treat their alien enemies 
decently, and would permit them either to remain in 
TurlKy, and follow their accustomed occupations, or to 
leave the empire. They apparently believed that the 
world would judge them, after the war was over, not 
by the way they treated their own subject peoples but 
by the way they treated the subjects of the enemy 
powers. The result was that a Frenchman, an English- 
man, or an Italian enjoyed far greater security in 
Turkey than an Armenian, a Greek, or a Jew. Yet 
against this disposition to be decent a persistent malevo- 
lent force was constantly manifesting itself. In a letter 
to the State Department, I described the influence that 
was working against foreigners in Turkey. "The Gtz- 
manAmbas3ador,'*I wroteon May 14, 1915,"keep8 press- 
ing on the Turks the advisabihty both of repressive 
measures and of detaining as hostages the subjects of 
' the belligerrat pow^s. I have had to encounter the 
ponistcint opposition of my German colleague in en- 
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deayouring to obtain permission for the departure oi 
the subjects of the nationalities under our [»H>tection." 

Now and then the Turidah officials would retaliate 
upon one of their enemy aliens, usually in reprisal iat 
some injury, or fancied injury, infficted <m their own 
subjects in enemy countries. Such acts gave rise to 
many exciting episodes, some tragical, some fardcaJ, 
all illuminating in the light they shed upon Turkish 
character and upon Teutonic methods. 

One afternoon I was sitting with Talaat, discussing 
routine matters, when his telef^one rang. 

" Pour vow" said the Minister, handing me the re- 
ceivCT. 

It was one of my secretaries. He told me that Bedri 
had arrested Sir Edwin Pears, had thrown him into 
prison, and had seized all his papers. Sir Edwin was 
one of the best-known British residents of Constanti- 
nople. For forty years he had practised law in the 
Ottoman capital; he had also written much for the 
press during that period, and had published several 
books which had given him fame as an authority on 
Oriental history and poUtics. He was about eighty 
years old and of venerable and distinguished appear- 
ance. When the war started I had exacted a special 
promise from Talaat and Bedri that, in no event, should 
Sir Edwin Pears and Prof. Van Millingen of Robert 
College be disturbed. This telephone message which 
I now received — curiously enough, in Talaat's presence 
— seemed to indicate that this promise had been broken. 

I now turned to Talaat and spoke in a manner that 
made no attempt to conceal my displeasure. 

"Is this aU your promises are worth?" I asked. 
"Can't you find anything better to do than to molest 
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such a respectable old tiUui as Sir Edwin Fears? What 
lias he ever done to you? " 

"Come, oome, don't get recited," rejoined Talaat. 
"He's only been in pri«m for a few hours, and I will 
see that he is released.' 

He tried to get Bedri on the wire, but failed. By 
tliis time I knew Bedri well enough to understand his 
methods of operation. When Bedri really wished to 
be reached on the telephone, he was the most acces- 
aible man in the world; when his presence at the other 
end of the wire might prove embarrassing, the most 
painstakiog search could not reveal his whereabouts. 
As Bedri had given me his solemn promise that Sir 
Edwin should not be disturbed, this was an occasion 
when'the Prdfect of Police preferred to keep himself 
inaccessible. 

"I shall stay in this room until you get Bedri,'* I now 
told Talaat. The big Turk took the situattcoi good- 
himiouredly. We waited a considerable p^od, but 
Bedri succeeded in avoiding an encounter. Finally 
I called up (me of my secretaries and told him to go 
out and hunt for the missing prefect. 

"Tell Bedri," I said, "that I have Talaat under 
airest in his own office and that I shall not let him 
leave it until he has been able to instruct Bedri to 
release Sir Edwin Pears." 

Talaat was greatly enjoying the comedy of the utua- 
tion; he knew Bedri's ways even better than I did and 
he was much interested in seeing whether I should 
succeed in finding him. But in a few moments the 
telephone rang. It was Bedri. I told Talaat to tell 
him that I was going to the prison in my own automo- 
bile to get Sir Edwin Pears. 
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"Please don't let him do that," replied Bedri. ''Such 
an occiirrence would make me p^sonally ridiculous and 
destroy my influence." 

"Very well," I replied, "I shafl wait until 6.15. 
If Sir Edwin is not restored to his family by that time, I 
shall go to the Police Headquarters and get him." 

As I returned to the Embassy I stopped at the Feais 
residence and attempted to soothe Lady Pears and h^ 
daughter. 

"If your father is not here at 6.15," I told Miss Pears, 
** please let me know immediately." 

Promptly at that time my i^ephone rang. It was 
Miss Pears, who informed me that Sir Edwin had just 
reached home. 

The nest day Sir Edwin called at the Embassy to 
thank me for my efforts in his behalf. He told me 
tjiat the German Ambassador had also worked for 
his release. This latt^ statement somewhat surprised 
me, as I knew no one else had had a chance to make^a 
move, since everything transpired while I had been ia 
Talaat's office. Half an hour afterward I met Wangai- 
heim himself; he dropped in at Mrs. Morgenthau's recep- 
tion. ^ I referred to the Pears case and asked him 
whether he had used any influence in obtaining his free- 
dom. My question astonished him greatly. 

"What? "he said. "I helped you to secure that'man's 
releasel Der aUe Oauner! (The old rascal.) Why, I 
was the man who had him arrested!" 

"What have you got against him?" I asked. 

"In 1876," Wangenheim replied, "that man was 
pro-Russian and against Turkey ! " 

Such are Ihe long memories (rf the GermansI 
In 1876, Sir Edwin wrote several articles for the London 
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Daily News, describing the Bulgarian massacres. At 
that time the reports of these fiendish atrgcities were 
generaUy disbelieved and Sir Edwin's letters placed 
all the incontroTertible facts before the Engliah-speak* 
ing people, and had much to do with the emancipation 
of Bulgaria from Turkish rule. This act of humanity 
and journalistic statesmanship had brought Sir Edwin 
much ffune and now, aiUx forty years, Grermany pro- 
ix>sed to punish him by casting him into a Turkisfa 
prison! Again the Turks proved more coosid^^te 
than their Grerman allies, for they not only gave Sir 
Edwin his liberty and his papers, but permitted him 
to return to London. > 

Bedri, however, was a little mortified at my successful 
intervention in this instance and decided to evenjip 
the score. Next to Sir Edwin Pears, the moat promi- 
nent English-speaking barrister in Constantinople was 
Dr. Mizzi, a Maltese, 70 years old. The ruling powers 
had a grudge gainst him, for he was the proprietor of 
the L&xad Berald, a paper which had published articles 
critidzing the Union and Progress Committee. On the 
very night of the Pears episode, Bedri went to Dr. Miz- 
zi's house at eleven o'clock, routed the old gentleman 
out of bed, arrested him, and placed him on a train for 
Ai^ora, in Asia Minor. As a terrible ^idemic of 
typhus was raging in Angora, this was not a desirable 
place of residence for a man of Dr. 'Mizsi'a years. The 
next morning, when I heard of it for the first time. 
Dr. Mizzi was wedl on the way to his place of exile. 

"This time I got ahead rtf you!" said Bedri, with a 
triumphant laugh. He was as good-natured about it 
and as pleased as a boy. At last he had "put one over" 
on the American Ambassador, who had been un- 
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guardedly asleep in his bed when this old man had been 
railroad^ to afever camp in Asia Minor. 

But Bedri's success was not so complete, after all. 
At my request Talaat had Dr. Mizzi sent to Konia, 
instead of to Angora. There one of the American 
missitmaries. Dr. Dodd, had a splendid hospital; I 
arranged that Dr. Mizzi could have a nice room in 
this building, and here he lived for several months, wiUi 
congenial associates, good food, a healthy atmosphere, 
all the books he wanted, and one thing without which 
he would have been utterly miserable — a piano. So 
I still thought that the honours between Bedri and my- 
self were a Sttle better than even. 

Early in January. 1916, word was received that the 
Englifli were maltreating Turkish war prisoners in 
Eg3i>t. Soon afterward I received letters from two 
Australians. Commander Stoker and Lieutenant Fitz- 
gerald, telling me that they had been confined for 
eleven days in a miserable, damp dungeon at the War 
Office, with no companions except a monstrous swarm 
of vermin. These two naval o£Gcers had come to 
Constantinople on one of that famous fleet of Ameri- 
can-built submarines which had made the duing trip 
from England, dived under the mines in the Darda- 
ndles, and arrived in the Marmora, where for.sevosl 
weeks th^ terrorized and dominated this inland sea, 
practically putting an end to all shipping. The par- 
ticular submarine on whi(Ji my correspondents arrived, 
the E 15, had been caught in the Dardanelles, and its 
crew and officers had been sent to the Turkish military 
prison at Afium Kara Hissar in Asia Minor. When 
news of the alleged maltreatment of Turkjah priaon^s 
in Egypt was received, lots were drawn among these 
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priaoners to see which two should be taken to Con* 
stantinople and imprisoned in reprisal. Stoktf and 
^Fitzgerald drew the unlucky numbers, and had beoi ly- 
ing in this terrible underground cell for eleven days. 
I immediately took the matter up with Enver and sug- 
gested that a neutral doctor and officer examine the 
Turks in Egypt and report on the truth of the stories. 
■We promptly received word that the report was false, 
and that, as a matter of fact, the Turkish prisoners in 
English hands were receiving excellent treatment. 

About this time I called on Monsignor Dolct. the 
Apostolic Del^ate to Turkey. He happened to refer 
to a Lieutenant Fitzgerald, who, he said, was then a 
IHisooer of war at A£um Kara Hissar. 

"I am much interested in him," said Monsignor 
Dolci, "because he is engaged to the daughter of the 
British Minister to the Vatican, I spoke to Enver 
about him and he promised that he would receive special 
treatment." 

" What is his first name? " I asked. 

"Jeffrey." 

"He's receiving 'special treatment* indeed," I 
answered. "Do you know that he is in a dungeon in 
Constantinople this very moment?" 

Naturally M. Dold was much disturbed but I 
reassured him, saying that his prot^ would be re- 
. leased in a few days. 

"You see how shamefully you treated these young 
men," I now said to Enver, "you shoidd do some- 
thing to make am^ids." 

"All right, what would you surest? " 

StdE«- and Fitzgerald were prisoners of war, and, 
according to the usual rule, would have been sent bati 
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to the iHrison camp after being released from thdr dun- 
geon. I now proposed that Enver shoiild give them a. 
vacation of eight days in Constantinople. He entered 
into the spirit of the occasion and the men were re- 
leased, liey certainly presented a sorry sight; they 
had spent twenty-five days in the dungeon, with no 
chance to bathe or to shave, with no change of linen or 
any of the decencies of life. But Mr. Philip took 
charge, furnished them the necessaries, and in a brief 
period we had before us two young and handsome 
British naval o£Bcers. Their eight days' freedom 
turned out to be a triumphal procession, notwithstand- 
ing that they were always accompanied by an English- 
speaking Turkish o£5cer. Monsignor Dolci and the 
American Embassy entertained them at dinner and 
they had a pleasant visit at the Giris' CoU^e. TVhen 
the time came to return to their prison camp, the young 
men declared that they would be glad to spend anoth^ 
month in dungeons if they could have a corresponding 
period of freedom in the city when liberated. 

In spite of all that has happened I shall always have 
one kindly recollection of Enver for his treatment of 
Fit^erald. I told the Minister of War about the 
Lieutenant's engagemoit. 

"Don't you think he's been punished enough?" I 
asked. " Why don't you let the boy go home and marry 
his sweetheart?" 

The iHYipositioQ immediately a^^tealed to Enver's 
sentimental side. 

"I'll do it," he replied, "if he will give me his word of 
honour not to fight against Turkey any more." 

Fitzgerald naturally gave this promise, and so his 
comparatively bri^ stay in the dungeon had the result 
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of freeing him from imprisonment and restoring him 
to happiness. As poor Stoker had fonned no romantic 
attachments that would have justified a similar plea 
in his case, he had to go back to the prison in Asia 
Afinor. He did this, however, in a genuinely sporting 
spirit that was worthy of the best traditions of the 
British navy. 
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BULGAIUA ON THE! AUCTION BLOCK 

TIE failure of the Allied fleet at the Dardanelles 
did not definitely settle the fate of Constanti- 
nople. Naturally the Turks and the Germans 
felt immensely reheved when the fleet sailed away. 
But they were by no means entirely easy in their minds. 
The most direct road to the ancient capital still remained 
available to their enemies. 

In early September, 1915, one of the most influential 
Germans in the city gave me a detailed explanation of 
the prevailing military situation. He summed up the 
whole matter in the single phrase : 

"We camiot hold the Dardanelles without the mih- 
tary support of Bulgaria." 

This meant, of course, that unless Bidgaria aligned 
herself with Turkey and the Central Empires, the Gal- 
lipoli expedition would succeed, Constantinople would 
fall, the Turkish Empire would collapse, Russia would 
be reestablished as an economic and military power, 
and the war, in a comparatively brief period, would 
terminate in a victory for the Entente. Not improbably 
the real neutrality of Bulgaria would have had the 
same result. It is thus perhaps not too much to say 
that, in September and October of 1915, the Bulgarian 
Government held the duration of the war in its hands. 

Tias fact is of such preeminent importance that I 
can hardly emphauze it too stron^^. I suggest that 

MB 
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my readers take down the map of a part of tlie world 
with which they are not very familiar — ^that of the 
Balkan States, as determined by the Treaty of Bucha- 
rest. All that remains of European Turkey is a small 
irr^ular area stretching about one hundred miles 
west of Constantinople. The nation whose land is 
contiguous to European Turkey is Bulgaria. The 
main railroad line to Western Europe starts at Con- 
stantinople and runs through Bulgaria, by way of 
Adrianople, Philippopolis, and Sofia. At that time 
Bulgaria could muster an army of 300,000 well-trained, 
completely organized troops. Should these once start 
marching toward Constantinople, there was practically 
nothing to bar their way. Turkey had a considerable 
army, it is true, but it was then finding plenty of 
employment repelling the Allied forces at the Dar- 
dandles and the Russians in the Caucasus. With 
Bulgaria hostile, Turkey could obtain neither troops 
nor munitions from Giermany. Turkey would have 
been completely isolated, and, under the pounding of 
Bulgaria, would have disappeared as a military force, 
and as a European state, in one very brief campaign. 

I wish to direct particular attention to this railroad, 
for it was, after all, the main strategic prize for which 
Germany was contending. After leaving Sofia it 
crosses northeastern Serbia, the most important sta- 
tions being at Nish and Belgrade. From the latter 
point it crosses the River Save and later the River 
Danube, and thence pursues its course to Budapest 
and Vienna and thence to Berlin. Practically all the 
military operations that took place in the Balkans in 
1915-16 had for their ultimate object the possession 
of this road. Once holding this line Turkey and Ger- 
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many would no longer be separated; econonucaUy and 
militarily ihey would become a unit. The Dardandles* 
as I hare described, was the link that connected Russia 
with her allies; with this passage closed Russia's col- 
lapse rapidly followed. The valleys of the Morava and 
the Maritza. in which this railroad is laid, constituted for 




Turk^ a kind of waterless DardaneUes. in her posses- 
sion it gave her access to her allies; in the possession 
of her enemies, the Ottoman Empire would go to pieces. 
Only the accession of Bulgaria to the Teutonic cause 
could give the Turks and Germans this advantage. 
As soon as Bulg^a entered, that section of the railroad 
extoading to the Serbian frontier would at once be- 
come available. II Bulgaria joined the Central Powers 
as an active participant, the conquest of Serbia would 
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inevitably follow, and this would give the link at- 
tending from Nish to Bdgrade to the Teutonic powers. 
Thiis_the Bulgarian alliance would make Constanti- 
nople a suburb of Berlin, place all the resources ot the 
Knipps at the disposal of the Turkish army, make in- 
evitable the failure of the Allied attack on Gallipoli, 
and lay the foundation of that Oriental Empire which 
had been for thirty years the mainspring of German 
policy. 

It ia thus apparent what my Grerman friend meant 
when, in early September, he said that, ''without Bul- 
garia we cannot hold the Dardanelles." Everybody 
sees this so clearly now that there is a prevalent belief 
that Germany had arranged this Bulgarian alliance 
before the outbreak of the war. On this point I have 
no definite knowledge. That the Bulgarian king and 
the Kaiser may have arranged this cooperation in ad- 
vance is not unlikely. But we must not make the 
mistake of believing that this settled the matter, for 
the experience of the last few years shows us that trea- 
ties are not to be taken too seriously. Whether there 
was an understanding or not, I know that the Turkish 
offidals and the Germans by no means r^arded it as 
settled that Bulgaria would take their side. In their 
talks with me they constantly showed the utmost ap- 
prehension over the outcome; and at one time the fear 
was general that Bulgaria would take the side of the 
Entente. 

I had my first personal contact with the Bulgarian 
n^otiations in the latter part of May, when I was in- 
formed that M. Koloucheff , the Bulgarian Minister, had 
notified Robert Cdl^e that the Bulgarian students 
could not remain untO the «id of the oolite year, but 
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would have to return home by June {iih. The Con- 
stantinople Coll^^ for Women had also received word 
that all the Bulgarian girls must return at the same 
time. Both these American institutions had many 
Bulgarian students, in most cases splendid repres^ita- 
tives of their country; it is through these collies, in- 
deed, that the distant United States and Bulgaria had 
established such friendly relations. But they had never 
had such an experience before. 

Everybody was discussing the meaning of this 
move. It seemed quite af^Murent. The chief topic of 
conversation at that time was Bulgaria. Would she 
enter the war? If so, on which side would she cast her 
fortunes? One day it was reported that she would 
join the Entoite; the next day that she had decided to 
ally herself with the Coitral Powers. The prevailing 
belief was that she was actively bargfuning with both 
sides and looking for the highest terms. Should Bul- 
garia go with the Entente, however, it would be un- 
desirable to have any Bulgarian subjects marooned in 
Turicey. As the boys and girls in the American 
colleges usually came from important Bulgarian fam- 
ilies — one of them was the daughter of General Ivanoff, 
who led the Bulgarian armies in the Balkan wars — 
the Bulgarian Government mi^t natiu'ally have a 
particular interest in their safety. 

The conclusion reached by most people was that 
Bulgaria had decided to take the side of the Entente. 
The news rapidly spread throughout Constantinople. 
The Turks were particularly impressed. Dr. Patrick, 
President of Constantinople College for Women, ar- 
ranged a hurried conmiencement for her Bulgarian 
students, which I attended. It was a sad occasion, more 
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like a funeral than the festivity that usually took place. 
I found the Bulgarian girls almost in a hysterical state; 
they all believed that war was coming immediately, 
and that they were being bundled home merely to 
prevent them from falling into the clutches of the 
Turks. IMy sympathies were so aroused that we 
brought them down to Hie American Embassy, where 
we all spent a delightful evening. After dinner the 
girls dried their eyes and entertained us by singiog many 
of their beautiful Bulgarian songs, and what had 
started as a mournful day thus had a happy ending. 
Next momii^ the girls all left for Bulgaria. 

A few weeks afterward the Bulgarian Minister told 
me that the Government had summoned Hie students 
home merely for political effect. There was no im- 
mediate likelihood of war, he said. But Bulgaria 
wished Germany and Turkey to understand that there 
was still a chance that she might join the Entente. 
Bulgaria, as all of us suspected, was apparently on the 
auction block. The one fixed fact in the Bulgarian 
position was the determination to have Macedonia. . 
Eveiything, said I^louch^, depended upon that. 
His conversalions r^ected the general Bulgarian view 
that Bulgaria had fairly won this territory in the first 
Balkan war, that the Powers had unjustly permitted 
her to be deprived of it, that it was Bulgarian by race, 
language, and tradition, and that there could be no 
pennanent peace in the Balkans until it was returned 
to its rightful possessors. But Bulgaria insisted <m 
more than a [Homise, to be redeemed after the war was 
over; she demanded immediate occupation. Once 
Macedonia were turned over to Bulgaria, she would 
jam. ho* forces to those of the Entoite. There were 
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two great prizes in the game thai being played in tlie 
BaQcana: one waa Macedonia, which Bulgaria must 
have; and the other Constantinople, whidi Rusda 
was detennined to get. Bulgaria waa oitirely wiUlng 
that Russia should have Constantinople if she herself 
could obtain Macedonia. 

I was given to understand that the Bulgarian Gieneral 
Staff had plans all completed for the capture of Con- 
stantinople, and that they had shown these plans to 
the Entente. Their programme called for a Bulgarian 
army of about 300,000 men who would besie^ Con- 
stantinople twenty-three days from the time the sig- 
nal to start should be given. But promises of Macedonia 
would not sufSce; the Bulgarian must have possession. 

Bulgaria recognized the difficulties of the Allied 
position. She did not believe that Serbia and Greece 
would voluntarily surrender Macedonia, nor did she 
believe that the Allies would dare to take this country 
away from them by force. In that event, she thought 
that there was a danger that Serbia might make 
a separate peace with the Central Powers. On the 
other hand, Bulgaria would object if Serbia received 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as compensation for the 
loss of Macedonia — she tdt that an enlarged Serbia 
would be a constant menace to her, and hence a future 
menace to peace in the Balkans. Thus the situation 
was extremely difficult and complicated. 

One of the best-informed men in Turkey was Paul 
Weitz, the correspondent of the Frankfurter Zeiiung. 
Wdtz was more than a journalist; he had spent thirty 
years in Constantinople; he had the most intimate 
personal knowledge of Turkish affairs, and he was the 
confidant and adviser of the German Embas^. His 
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duties there were actually semi-diplomatic Weitz had 
really been one of the moat successful agencies in the 
German penetration of Turkey; it was common talk 
that he knew every important man in the Turkish 
Empire, the best way to approach him, and his price. 
I had several talks with Weitz about Bulgaria during 
those critical August and early September days. He 
siud many times that it was not at all certain that ahe 
would join her forces with Germany. Yet on Sep- 
tember 7th Weitz came to me with important news. 
The situation had changed over night. Baron Neu- 
rath, the Conseiller of the German Embassy at 
Constantinople, had gone to Sofia, and, as a result of ^ 
his visit, an agreement had been signed that would 
make Bulgaria Giermany's ally. 

Germany, said Weitz, had won over Bulgaria by 
doing something which the Entente had not been able 
and willing to do. It had secured h^ the possession 
at once of a piece of coveted taritory. Serbia 
had refused to give Bulgaria immediate possession of 
Macedonia; Turkey, on the other lumd, had now sur- . 
rendered a piece of the Ottoman EmjHre. The amount 
of land in question, it is true, was apparently insig- 
nificant, yet it had great strat^c advantages and 
represented a genuine sacrifice by Turkey. The 
Maritza River, a few ndles north of Enos, bends to 
the east, to the north, and then to the west again, creat- 
ing a Uock of territory, with an area of nearly 1,000 
square miles, including the important cities of Demo- 
tica, Kara Agatch, and half of Adrianople. What 
makes this land particularly important is that it con- 
tains about fifty miles of the railroad whidi runs from 
Dedeagatch to Sofia. All this railroad, that is, except 
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this fifty miles, ia laid in Bulgarian territory; this sh(»t 
strip, extending through Turkey, cuts BiUgaria's 
communications vith the Mediterraneao. Naturally 
Bulgaria yearned for this piece of land; and TuriEey 
now handed it over to her. This cessiMi duuged 
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the whole Balkan situation and it made BiUgaria an 
ally of Turkey and the Central Powers. Besides the 
railroad, Bulgaria obtained that part of Adrianople 
which lay west of the Maritza River. In addition, of 
course, Bulgaria was to receive Macedonia, as soon aa 
that province could be occupied by Bulgaria and her 
allies. 

I vividly remember the exultation of Weitz when this 
agreemoit was signed. 

*'It's all settled," he told me. " Bulgaria has decided 
to join us. It was all arranged last night at Sofia." 

The Turks also were greatly relieved. For the 
first time they saw the way out of their troubles. Hie 
Bulgarian arrangement, Enver told me, had taken a 
tremendous weight off their minds. 

"We Turks are entitled to the credit," he said, "of 
bringing Bulgaria in on the side of the Central Powers. 
She would never have come to our assistance il we 
hadn't given her that slice of land. By surrendering 
it immediately and not waiting till the end of the war, 
we showed our good faith. It was very hard for us 
to do it, of course, especially to give up part of the dty 
of Adrianople, but it was worth the price. We really 
surrendered this territory in exchange for Constanti- 
nople, for if Bulgaria had not come in on our side, we 
would have lost this city. Just think how enormously 
we have improved our position. We have had to keep 
more than 200,000 men at the Bulgarian frontier, to 
protect us against any possible attack from that quar> 
ter. We can now transfer all these troops to the Gal* 
lipoli peninsula, and thus make it absolutely impos- 
sible that the Allies' expedition can succeed. We 
are also greatly hampered at the Dardanelles by the 
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lack of ammunitioii. But Bulgaria, Austria, and 
Germany are to make a joint attadc on Serbia and 
will comi^etely cnntrol that country in a few weeks. 
So we shall have a direct railroad line from Constanti- 
nople uito Austria and Germany and can get all the war 
supplies which we need. With Bulgaria on our side 
no attack can be made on Constantinople from the 
north — we have created an impr^nable bulwark against 
Russia. I do not deny that the situation had caused us 
great anxiety. We were afraid that Greece and Bul- 
garia would join hands, and that would also bring in 
Rumania. Then Turkey would have been lost; they 
would have had us between a pair of joncers. But 
now we have only one task before us, that is to drive 
the £nglish and French at the Dardanelles into the 
sea. With all the soldiers and all the ammunition 
which we need, we shall do this in a very short time. 
We gave up a small area because we saw that that 
was the way to win the war." 

The outcome justified Enver's prophecies in almost 
every detail. Three months after Bulgaria accepted 
the Adrianople bribe, the Entente admitted defeat and 
withdrew its forces from the Dardanelles; and> with this 
withdrawal, Russia, which was the greatest potential 
source of strength to the Allied cause and the country 
which, properly organized and suf^Ued* might have 
brought the Allies a speedy triumph, disai^>eared as a 
vital factor in the war. When the British and French 
withdrew from Gallipoli that action turned adrift this 
huge hulk of a f»untry to flounder to anan^, dissolu- 
tion, and ruin. 

The (xermana celebrated this great triumph in a 
way that was chaiacteristically Teutonic. In their 
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minds, January 17, 1016, stands out as one of the big 
dates in the war. There was great rejoicing in Gin- 
stantinople, for the first Balkan express — or, as the 
Germans called it, the BaUcanzug — was due to arrive 
that aftemoonl The railroad station was decorated 
with flags and flowers, and the whole German and Aus- 
trian population of Constantinople, including the 
Embassy staffs, assembled to welcome the incoming 
train. As it finally rolled into the station, thousands 
of "hochs " went up from as many raucous throats. 

Since that January 17, 1916, the Balkanzug has run 
regularly ' from Berlin to Constantinople. The G^- 
mans believe that it Is as permanent a feature of the 
new Germanic Empire as the line from Berlin to Ham- 
burg. 
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;cHAPTER xxn . 

THE TtlBK HEVEHTS TO THE AHCE8TRAL TYPE 

TIE withdrawal ol the Allied fleet from the Darda- 
nelles had consequences which the world does 
not yet completely understand. The practical 
^ect of the event* as I have said, was to isolate the 
Turkish Empire from all the world excepting Germany 
and Austria. England, France, Russia, and Italy, which 
for a century had held a restraining hand over the 
Ottoman Empire, had finally lost all power to influexice 
or control. ' The Turks now perceived that a series of 
dazzling events had changed them from eringiog depen- 
dents of the European Pow^^s into free agents. For the 
first time in two centuries they could now^ve their 
national life according to their own inclinations, and 
govCTn their peoples according to their own will. The 
first expression of this rejuvenated national life was an 
episode whiiA, so far as I know, is the most terrible in 
the history of the world. New Turkey, freed from 
European tutelage, celebrated its national rebirth 
by murdering not far from a million of its own sub- 
jects. 

I can hardly exaggerate the effect which the r^ulse 
of the Allied fleet produced upon the Turks. They 
believed that they had won the really great decisive 
battle of the war. For several centuries, they said, 
the British fleet had victoriously sailed the seas and 
had now met its first serious reverse at the hands of 
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the Turks. In the first moments of their pride, the 
Young Turk leaders saw visions of the complete res- 
urrection of their empire. What had for two cen- 
turies be^i a decaying nation had suddenly started on 
a new and glorious life. In their pride and arrogance 
the Tuiks bc^an to look with disdain upon the people 
that had taught them what they knew of modem war- 
fare, and nothing angered them so much as any sug- 
gestion that they owed any part of their success to their 
Grerman allies. 

"Why should we feel any obligation to the Ger- 
mans?" Enver would say to me. "What have they 
done for us which compares with what we have done 
for them? They have lent us some mon^ and sent us 
a few officers, it is true, but see what we have done! We 
have defeated theBriUsh fleet — somethingwhich neither 
the Germans nor any other nation could do. We have 
stationed armies on the Caucasian front, and so have 
kept busy large bodies of Russian troops that would have 
been used on the western front. Similarly we have 
compelled England to keep large armies in Egypt, in 
Mesopotamia, and in that way we have weakened the 
Allied armies in France. No, the Germans could nev^ 
have achieved their military successes without us; the 
shoe of obligation is entirely on their foot." 

This conviction possessed the leaders of the Union and 
Progress Party and now began to have a determining 
e£Fect upon Turkish national life and Turkish policy. 
Elssentially the Turk is a bully and a coward; he is brave 
as a lion when things are going his way, but cringing, 
abject, and nerveless when reverses are overwhelming 
him. And now that the fortunes of war were appar- 
ently favouring the empire, I began to see an entirely 
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new Turk unfolding before my eyes. The hesitating 
and fearful Ottoman, feeling his way cautiously amid 
the mazes of European diplomacy, and seeking oppor- 
tunities to find an advantage for himself in the divided 
counsels of the European powers, gave i^ace to an 
upstanding, ahnost dashing figure, proud and assertive, 
determined to live his own life and absolutely con- 
temptuous of his Christian foes. I was really witness- 
ing a remarkable development in race psychology — an 
almost classical instance of reversion to type. The 
ra^^, unkempt Turk of the twentieth century was 
vanishing and in his place was appearing the Turk of 
the fourteenth and the fifteenth, the Turk who had 
swept out of his Asiatic fastnesses, conquered all the 
powerful peoples in his way, and founded in Asia, Africa, 
and Europe one of the most extensive empires that 
history has known. If we are properly to appreciate 
this new Talaat and Enver and the evMits whidi now 
took place, we must understand the Turk who, under 
Osman and his successors, exercised this mighty but 
devastating influence in the world. We must realize 
that the basic fact underlying the Turkish mentality 
is its utter contempt for all other races. A furly in- 
sane pride is the element that largely explains thia 
strange human species. The common term applied 
by the Turk to the Christian is "dog," and in his esti- 
mation this is no mere rhetorical figure; he actually 
looks upon his European neighboiirs as far less worthy of 
consideration than his own domestic animals. "My 
son," an old Turk once said, "do you see that herd of 
swine? Some are white, some are black, some are 
large, some are small — they differ from each other 
in some respects, but they are all swine. So it is with 
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Christians. Be not deceived, my son. These Chris- 
tians may wear fine clothes, their women may be very 
beautiful to look upon; their skins are white and 
splendid; many of them are very intelligent and they 
build wonderful cities and create what seem to be 
great states. But remember that underneath all this 
dazzling exterior they are all the same — they are all 
swine." 

Practically all foreigners, while in the presence of a 
Turk, are conscious of this attitude. The Turk may 
be obsequiously polite, but there is invariably an 
almost unconscious feeling that he is mentally shrink- 
ing from bis Christian friend as something un- 
clean. And this fundamental conviction for centuries 
directed the Ottoman policy toward its subject 
peoples. This wild horde swept from the plains of 
Central Asia and, like a whirlwind, overwhelmed the 
nations of Mesopotamia and Asia Minor; it conquered 
Egypt, Arabia, and practically all of northern Africa 
and then poured into Europe, crushed the Balkan 
nations, occupied a large part of Hungary, and even 
established the outposts of the Ottoman Empire in 
the southern part of Russia. So far as I can dis- 
cover, the Ottoman Turks had only one great quality, 
that of militaiy genius. They had several military 
leaders of commanding ability, and the early conquer- 
ing Turks were brave, fanatical, and tenacious fighters, 
just as their descendants are to-day. I think that 
these old Turks present the most complete illustra- 
tion in history of the brigand idea in politics. Hiey 
were lacking in what we may call the fundamentals of 
a civilized community. They had no alphabet and no 
art of writing ; no books, no poets, no art, and no archi- 
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lecture; th^ built no dties and they established no 
lasting state. They knew no law except the rule of 
might, and they had practically no agriculture and 
no industrial organization. They w«pe simply wild 
and marauding horsemen, whose one conception of 
tribal success was to pounce upon people who were 
more civilized than themselves and plunder them. 
In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries these tribes 
overran the cradles of modem civilization, which have 
given Europe its religion and, to a large extent, its 
civilization. At that time these territories were the 
seats of many peaceful and prosperous nations. 
The MesopotamJan valley supported a lai^ indus- 
trioua agricultural population; Bagdad was one of 
the largest and most flourishing cities in existence; 
Constantinople had a greater population than Borne, 
and the Balkan region and Asia Minor contained sev- 
eral powerful states. Over all this part of the world 
the Turk now swept as a huge, destructive force. 
Mesopotamia in a few years became a desert; the great 
cities of the Near East were reduced to misery, and the 
subject peoples became slaves. Such graces of dvili- 
zatioQ as the Tiu-k has acquired in five centuries have 
practically all been taken from the subject peoples 
whom he so greatly despises. His religion cornea from 
the Arabs; his language has acquired a certain literary 
value by borrowing certain Arabic and Persian ele- 
ments; and his writing is Arabic. Constantinople's finest 
architectural monument, the Mosque of St. Sophia, was 
originally a Christian church, and all so-called Turkic 
architecture is derived from the Byzantine. The mech- 
anism of business uid industry has always rested in the 
hands of the subject peoples, Greeks, Jews, Armenians, 
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and Araba. The Turka have learned little of European 
art or science, they have established very few educa- 
tional institutions, and illiteracy ia the prevailing rule. 
The result is that poverty has attained a degree of 
sordidness and misery in the Ottoman Empire which 
is almost imparalleled elsewhere. Hie Turkish peasant 
lives in a mud hut; he sleeps on a dirt floor; he has no 
chairs, no tables, no eating utotsils, no clothes except 
the few scant garments which cover his back and which 
he usually wears for many years. 

In the course of time these Turks might learn cer- 
tain things from their European and Arab neighboursj 
but there was one idea which they could never even 
faintly grasp. They could not understand that a 
conquered people were anything except slaves. When 
they took possession of a land, they found it occupied 
by a certain number of camels, horses, buffaloes, dogs, 
swine, and human beings. Of all these living things 
the object that physically most resembled themselves 
they regarded as the least important. It became a 
common saying with them that a horse or a camel was 
far more valuable than a man; these animals cost 
money, whereas "infidel Christians" were plentiful in 
the Ottoman countries and could easily be forced to 
labour. It is true that the early Siiltans gave the sub- 
ject peoples and the Europeans in the empire certain 
rights, but these in themselves really r^ected the con- 
tempt in whi(^ all non-Moslems were held. I have 
already described the "Capitulations," und^ which 
foreigners in Turkey had their own courts, prisons, post- 
offices, and other institutions. Yet the early sultans 
gave these privileges not from a spirit of tol^ance, but 
merely because they looked upon the Christian nations 
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as unclean and therefore unfit to have any contact trith 
the Ottoman administrative and judicial system. TTie 
sultans similarly erected the several peoples, such as 
the Greeks and the Annenians, into separate "millets," 
or nations, not because they desired to promote their 
independence and welfare, but because they r^arded 
them as vermin, and therefore disqualified for member- 
ship in the Ottoman state. The attitude of the 
Government toward their Christian subjects was illus- 
trated by certain r^ulations which limited their free- 
dom of action. The buildings in which Christians lived 
should not be conspicuous and their churches should 
have no belfry. Christians could not ride a horse in 
the dty, for that was the exclusive right of the noble 
Moslem. ITie Turk had the right to test the diarpness 
of his sword upon the neck of any Christian. 

Imagine a great government year in and ye» out 
muntaining this attitude toward many millions of 
its own subjects! And for centuries the Turks simply 
lived like parasites upon these overburdened and 
industrious people. They taxed them to economic 
cdinction, stole their most beautiful daughters and 
forced them into their harems, took Christian male 
infants by the hundreds of thousands and brought them 
up as Moslem soldiers. I have no intention of de- 
scribing the terrible vassalage and oppression that went 
on for five centuries; my purpose is merely to empha- 
size this innate attitude of the Moslem Turk to people 
not of his own race and religion — that they are not 
human beings with rights, but merely chattels, which 
may be permitted to live when they promote the in- 
terest of their masters, but which may be pitilessly 
destroyed when they have ceased to be useful. Tbis 
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attitude is intensified by a total disregard for human life 
and an intense delight in inflicting physical human 
suffering which are not unusually the qualities of prim- 
itive peoples. 

Such were the mental characteristics of the Tiu-k in 
his days of military greatness. In recent times his 
attitude toward foreigners and his subject peoples 
had superficially changed. His own military decline 
and the ease with which the infidel nations defeated hia 
finest armies had apparently given the haughty de- 
scendants of Osman a reelect at least for their prowess. 
The rapid disappearance of his own empire in a hun- 
dred years, the creation out of the Ottoman Empire of 
new states like Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Rumania, 
and the wonderful improvement which had followed the; 
destruction of the Turkish yoke in these benighted 
lands, may have increased the Ottoman hatred for the 
unbeliever, but at least they had a certain influence in 
opraiing his eyes to his importance. Many Turks also 
now received their education in European universities; 
they studied in their professional schools, and they 
became physicians, surgeons, lawyers, engineers, and 
chemists of the modem kind. However much the 
more progressive Moslems might despise their Chris- 
tian associates, they could not ignore the fact that the 
finest things, in this temporal world at least, were the 
products of European and American civUizatioo. 
And now that one development of modem history 
which seemed to be least understandable to the Turk 
began to force itself upon the consciousness of the 
more intelligent and progressive. C^tain leaders 
arose who b^an to speak surreptitiously of such things 
as "Constitutionalism," "Liberty," "Self-govem- 
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ment," and to whom the Declaration of Independence 
contained certain truths that might have a value 
even for Ishun. These daring spirits began to dream of 
ovotnming the autocratic Sultan and of substituting 
a parliamentary system for his irresponsible rule. I 
have already described the rise and fall of this Young 
Turk movement under such leaders a5 Talaat, Enver, 
Djemal, and their associates in the Committee of 
Union and Progress. The point which I am emphasiz- 
ing here is that this movement presupposed a com- 
plete transformation of Turkish mentality, especially 
in its attitude toward subject peoples. No long^, 
under the reformed Turkish state, were Greeks, Syrians, 
Armenians, and Jews to be regarded as "filthy giaours. " 
All these peoples were henceforth to have equal ri^iis 
and equal duties. A genial love feast now followed 
the establishment of the new r^ime, and scenes of 
almost frenzied reconciliation, in which Turks and 
Armemans embraced each other publicly, apparently 
signalized the absolute union of the long antagonistic 
peoples. The Turkish leaders, including Talaat and 
Enver, visited Christian churches and sent forth prayos 
of thanksgiving for the new order, and went to Arme- 
nian cemeteries to abed tears of retribution over the 
bones of the martyred Armenians who lay there. 
Armenian priests reciprocally paid their tributes to 
the Turks in Mohammedan mosques. Enver Pasha 
visited several Armenian schools, telling the children 
that the old days of Moslem-Christian strife had passed 
forever and that the two peoples were now to live to- 
gether as brothers and sisters. There were cynics who 
smiled at all these demonstrations and yet one develt^ 
ment encouraged even them to bdieve that an earthly 
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paradise heid arrived. All through the p^od of domi- 
nation only the master Moslem had been permitted 
to bear arms and serve in the Ottoman army. To be a 
soldier was an occupation altogether too manly and 
^oriou3 for the despised Christian. But now the 
Young Tm^ encouraged all Christians to arm, and 
enrolled them in the army on an equality with Moslems. 
These Christians fought, both as officers and soldiers, in 
the Itdian and the Balkan wars, winning high praise 
&om the Turkish generals for their valour and skill. 
Armenian leaders had figured conspicuously in the 
Young Turk movement; these men apparently believed 
that a constitutional Turkey was possible. They were 
conscious of their own intellectual and industrial supm- 
ority to the Turks, and knew that they could prosper in 
the Ottoman Empire if left alone, whereas, under Euro- 
pean control, they would have greater difficulty in meet' 
ing the competition of the more rigorous European 
colonists who might come in. With the deposition of 
the Red Sultan, Abdul Hamid, and the establishment 
of a constitutional system, the Armenians now for the 
first time in several centuries felt themselves to be free 
men. 

But, as I have already described, all these aspirations 
vanished like a dream. Long before the European War 
began, the Turkish democracy had disappeared. The 
power of the new Sultan had gone, and the hopes of 
regenerating Turkey on modem lines had gone also, 
leaving only a group of individuals, headed by Talaat 
and Enver, actually in possession of the state. Having 
lost their democratic aspirations these men now sup- 
planted them with a new national conception. In place 
of a democratic constitutional state they resurrected the 
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idea of Pan-Turkism; in place of equal treatment of all 
Ottomuis. they decided to establish a countiy ex- 
clusively for Turks, I have called this a new con- 
ception; yet it waa new only to the individuals who 
then controlled the destiny of the empire, for, in 
reality, it was simply an attempt to revive the most 
barbaric ideas of their ancestors. It represented, as 
I have said, merely an atavistic reversion to the original 
Turk. We now saw that the Tiu-ldsh leaders, in 
talking about liberty, equality, fraternity, and cratsti- 
tutionalism, were merely children repeating phrases; 
that th^ had used the word "democracy" merely as a 
ladder by which to climb to power. After five hundred 
years* close contact with European civilization, the 
Turk remained precisely the same individual aa the 
one who had emerged from the steppes of Asia in the 
Middle Ages. He was clinging just as tenaciously as 
his, ancestors to that conception of a state as consisting 
of a few master individuals whose right it is to enslave 
and plunder and maltreat any peoples whom they can 
subject to their military control. Though Tidaat 
and Enver and Djemal all came of the humblest fam- 
ilies, the same fundamental ideas of master and slave 
possessed them that formed the stateoaft of Osman 
and the early Sultans. We now discovered that a paper 
constitution and even tearful visits to Christian diur- 
ches and cemeteries could not uproot the inborn pre- 
conception of this nomadic tribe that there are only 
two kinds of people in the woiid — the conquering 
and the conquered. 

When the Turkish.Govemment abrogated the Cfq>itu- 
lations, and in this way freed themselves from the 
domination of the foreign powers, they were merely 
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taking one step toward realizing this Pan-Turkish 
ideal. I have alluded to the difficulties yfhicb. I had with 
them over the Christian schoob. Their determination 
to uproot these, or at least to transform them into 
Turkish institutions, was merely another detail in 
the SMne racial progress. Similarly, they attempted 
to make all foreign business houses employ only Turk- 
ish labour, insisting that they should discharge their 
Gre^, Armenian, and Jewish clerks, stenographers, 
workmen, and other employees. They ordered all for- 
eign houses to keep their books in Turkish; they wanted 
to furnish employment for Turks, and enable them to ac- 
quire modem business methods. The Ottoman Govern- 
ment even recused to have any detdings with the repre* 
sentative of the laigest Austrian munition maker unleaa 
he admitted a Turk as a partner. They developed a 
mania for suppressing all languages except Turkish. For 
decades French had been the accepted language of for- 
eigners in Constantinople ; most street signs were printed 
in both French and Turkish. One morning the aston- 
ished foreign residents discovered that all these French 
signs had been removed and that the names ol streets, 
the directions on street cars, and other public notices, 
appeared only in those strange Turkish characters, which 
very few of them understood. Great confusion resulted 
from this change, but the nding powers refused to re- 
store the detested foreign language. 

These leaders not only reverted to the barbaric 
conc^tions of their ancestors, but they went to extremes 
that had never entered the minds of the early sultans. 
Their fifteenth and sixteenth century predecessors 
treated the subject peoples as dirt under their feet, 
yet they believed that they had a certain usefulness 
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and did not disdiun to make them their slaves. But 
this Committee of Union and Progress, led by Talaat 
and Gnver, now decided to do away with them alto- 
gether. The old conquoing Turks had made the Chris- 
tians their servants, but their parvenu descendants 
bettered their instruction, for they determined to ex- 
temunate them wholesale and Turkify the empire by 
massacring the non-Moslem elements. Originally this 
was not the statesmanlike conception of Talaat and 
Enver; the man who first devised it was one of the 
greatest monsters known to history, the "Bed Sultan," 
Abdul Hamid. This man came to the throne in 1876, 
at a critical period in Turkish history. In the first two 
years of his reign, he lost Bulgaria as well as impor- 
tant provin<%s in the Caucasus, his last remaining 
vestiges of sovereignty in Montenegro, Serbia, and 
Rumania, and all his real powers in Bosnia and 
Herz^ovina. Greece had long since become an in- 
dependent nation, and the processes that were to 
wrench Egypt from the Ottoman Empire had already 
b^un. As the Sultan took stock of his inheritance, 
he coiild easily foresee the day when all the rest of his 
domain would pass into the hand of the infidel. What 
had caused this disint^ration of this extensive Turkish 
Empire? The real cause, of course, lay deep in the 
character of the Turk, but Abdul Hamid saw only the 
more obvious fact that the intervention of the great 
European Powers had brought relief to these imprisoned 
nations. Of all the new kingdoms which had been 
carved out of the Sultan's dominions, Serbia — ^let us 
remember this fact to her everlasting honour — is 
the only one that has won her own independence. 
Russia, France, and Great Britain have set free all 
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the rest. And what had happened severid times be- 
fore might happen again. There still remained one 
compact race in the Ottoman Empire that had national 
aapirations and national potentialities. In the north- 
eastern part of Asia Minor, bordering on Russia, there 
were six provinces in which the Armenians formed the 
largest element in the population. From the time of 
Herodotus this portion of Asia has borne the name of 
Armenia. The Armeniiins of the present day are the 
direct descendants of the people who inhabited the 
country three thousand years ago. Their origin is so 
ancient that it is lost in fable and mystery. There 
are still undeciphered cuneiform inscriptions on the 
roc^ hills of Van, the largest Armenian city, that 
have led certain scholars — though not many, I must 
admit — ^to identify the Armenian race with the Hit- 
tites of the Bible. What is definitely known about 
the Armenians, however, is that for ages they have con- 
stituted the most civilized and most industrious race 
in the eastern section of the Ottoman Empire, From 
their mountains they have spread over the Sultan's 
dominions, and form a considerable element in tife 
population of all the large cities. Everywhere they 
are known for their industry, their intelligence, and 
their decent and orderly lives. They are so superioi 
to the Turks intellectually and morally that much of 
the business and industry had passed into their hands. 
With the Greeks, the Armenians constitute the eco> 
nomic strength of the empire. These people became 
Christians in the fourth century and established the 
Armenian Church as their state religion. This is said 
to be the oldest Christian Churdi in existence. 
In face of posecutions which have had no parallel else- 
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where these people have clung to their early Christian 
faith with the utmost tenacity. For fifteen hundred 
years they have lived there in Armenia, a little island 
of Christians surrounded by backward peoples of 
hostile religion and hostile race. Their long existence 
has been one unending martyrdom. The territory 
which they inhabit forms the connecting link between 
Europe and Asia, and all the Asiatic invasions — 
Saracens, Tartars, Mongols, Kurds, and Turks — ^have 
passed over their peaceful country. For centuries 
they have thus been the Belgium of the East. Throu^ 
all this period the Armenians have regarded them- 
selves not as Asiatics, but as Europeans. They speak. 
an Indo-European language, their racial origin is 
believed by scholars to be Aryan, and the fact that their 
religion is the religion of Europe has always made them 
turn tiieir eyes westward. And out of that western 
country, they have always hoped, would some day 
come the deliverance that would rescue them from ihdr 
murderous masters. And now, as Abdul Hamid, in 
1876, surv^ed his shattered domain, he saw that its 
most dangerous spot was Armenia. He believed, 
rightly or wrongly, that these Armeniaos, like the 
Rumanians, the Bulgarians, the Greeks, and the 
Serbians, aspired to restore their independent medie- 
vd'^nation, and he knew that Europe and America 
sympathized with this ambition. The Treaty of Ber- 
lin, which had definitely ended the Turco-Russian War, 
contained an article which gave the European Powers a 
protecting hand over the Armenians. How coidd the 
Sultan free himself permanently bean this danger? An 
enlightened administration, which would have trans- 
Icnrmed the Armraiiana into free men and made thean 
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safe in their lives and property and civil and religious 
ri^tSt would probably have made them peac^I and 
loyal subjects. But the Sultan could not rise to such a 
conception of statesmanship as this. Instead, Abdul 
Hamid apparently thought that there was only one 
way of ridding Turkey of the Armenian problem — and 
that was to rid her of the Armenians. The physical 
destruction of 2,000,000 men, women, and children by 
massacres, organized and directed by the state, seemed 
to be the one sure way of forestalling the further dis- 
ruption of the Turkish Empire. 

And now for nearly thirty years Turkey gave the 
world an illustration of government by massacre. We 
in Europe and America heard of these events when they 
reached especially monstrous proportions, as th^ did 
in 1895-96, when nearly 200,000 Armenians were 
most atrociously done to death. But through all these 
years the existence of the Armenians was one contin- 
uous nightmare. Their property was stoleli, their men 
were murdered, their women were ravished, their young 
girls were kidnapped and forced to live in Turkish 
harems. Yet Abdul Hamid was not able to accomplish 
his full piui>ose. Had he lutd his will, he would hare 
massacred the whole nation in one hideous orgy. He 
attempted to exterminate the Armenians in 1895 and 
1896, but found certain insuperable obstructions to his 
scheme. Chief of these were England, France, and 
Russia. These atrocities called Gladstone, th^i eighty- 
six years old, from his retirement, and his speeches, in 
which he denounced the Sultan as "the great assassin," 
aroused the whole world to the enormities that were 
taking place. It became appar^it that unless the 
Sultan desisted, England, France, and Russia would 
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intervene, and the Sultan well knew, that, in case this 
intervention took place, such remnants of Turkey as 
had survived earlier partitions would disappear, llius 
Abdul Hanu'd had to abandon his satanic enteipriae of 
destroying a whole race by murder, yet Armenia con- 
tinued to suffer the slow agony of pitUesa persecution. 
Up to the outbreak of the Buropean War not a day had 
passed in the Armenian vilayets without its outrages 
and its murders. The Young Turk regime, despite 
its promises of universal brotherhood, brought no res- 
pite to the Armenians. A few months after the love 
feastings already described, one of the worst massacres 
took place at Adana, in which 35,000 people w«e 
destroyed. 

And now the Young Turks, who had adopted so many 
of Abdul Hamid's ideas, also made his Armenian policy 
thdr own. Their passion for Turkifying the nation 
seemed to demand logically the extermination of all 
Christians — Greeks, Syrians, and Armenians. Much 
as they admired the Mohammedan conquerors of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, they stupidly believed 
that these great warriors had made one fatal mistake, tar 
they had bad it in their power comfdetely to oblit«ate 
the Christian populations and had neglected to do so. 
litis policy in their opinion was a fatal ^ror of states- 
manship and explained all the woes from which Turkey 
has suffered in mod^n times. Had these old Moslem 
chi^tains, when they conqueared Bulgaria, put all 
the Bulg^ans to the sword, and peopled the Bulgar- 
ian country with Moslem Turks, there would nev^ 
have been any modem Bulgarian problem and Turkey 
would never have lost this part of her empire. Simi- 
larly, had they destroyed all the Rumanians, Ser- 
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bians, and Greeks, the provinces which are now occu- 
pied by these races would still have remained int^ral 
parts of the Sultan's domain. They felt that the 
mistake had been a terrible one, but that something 
might be saved &om the ruin. They would destroy ail 
Greeks, Syrians, Armenians, and other Christiana, 
move Moslem families into their homes and into their 
farms, and so make sure that these territories would 
not similarly be taken away from Turkey. In oida to 
accomplish this great reform, it would not be necessary 
to murder every living Christian. The most beautiful 
and healthy Armenian girls could be taken, converted 
forcibly to Mohammedanism, and made the wiv^ 
or concubines of devout followers of the Prophet. 
Th&r children would then automatically become 
Moslems and so strengthen the empire, as the Janis- 
saries had strengthened it formerly. These Armenian 
girls represent a high type of womanhood and the Young 
Turks, in their crude, intuitive way, recognized that the 
iwt'ngli'ng of their blood with the Turkish population 
would exert a eugenic influence upon the whole. 
Armeniui boys of tender years could be taken into 
Turkish families and be brought up in ignorance of the 
fact that they were anything but Moslems, These were 
about the only elements, however, that could make any 
valuable contributions to the new Turkey which was 
now being planned. Since all precautions must be 
taken against the development of a new generation of 
Armenians, it would be necessary to kill outright all 
men who were in their prime and thus capable of propa- 
gating the accursed species. Old men and women 
formed no great danger to the future of Turkey, for 
they had already fulfilled their natural function of leav- 
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ing descendants; still they were niusaaces and ther^ore 
should be disposed of. 

Unlike Abdul Hamid, the Young Turks found them< 
selves in a position where they could cany out this 
holy enterprise. Great Britain, France, and Russia 
had stood in the way of their predecessor. But now 
these obstacles had been removed. The Young Turks, 
as I have said, believed that they had defeated these 
nations and that they could therefore no longer int^> 
fere with their internal affairs. Only one power could 
successfully raise objections and that was Germany. 
In 1898, when all the rest of Europe was ringing 
with Gladstone's denunciations and demanding in- 
tervention, Kaiser Wilhelm the Second had gone to 
Constantinople, visited Abdul Hamid, pinned his finest 
decorations on that bloody tyrant's breast, and kissed 
him on both cheeks. The same Kaiser who had done 
this in 1898 was stUl sitting on the throne in 1015, 
and was now Turkey's ally. Thus for the first time 
in two centuries the Turks, in 1915, had their Chris- 
tian populations utterly at their mercy. The time had 
finally come to make Turk^ exdunvely the country 
of the Turks. 
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CHAPTER XXm 

THE "revolution" AT VAN 

THE Turkish province of Van lies in- the remote 
northeastern comer of Asia Minor; it touches 
the frontiers of Persia on the east and its 
northern boundary looks toward the Caucasus. It 
is one of the most beautiful imd most fruitful parts of 
the Turkish Empire and one of the richest in historical 
associations. ThedtyofVan, which is the capital of the 
vilayet, lies on the eastern shores of the lake of the same 
name; it is the one lai^e town in Asia Minor in which 
the Armenian population is larger than the MosIcti. 
In the fall of 1914, its population of about 30,000 peo- 
ple represented one of the most peaceful and happy 
and prosperous communities in the Turkish Emfore. 
Though Van, like practically every other section where 
Armenians lived, had had its periods of oppression and 
massacre, yet the Moslem yoke, comparatively speak- 
ing, rested upon its people rather lightly. Its Turkish 
governor, Tahsin Pasha, was one of the more enlight- 
ened type of Turkish officials. Relations between the 
Armenians, who lived in the better section of the city, 
and the Turks and the Kurds, who occupied the mud 
huts in the Moslem quarter, had been tolerably agree- 
able for many years. 

The location of this vilayet, however, inevitably 
made it the scene of military operations, and made the 
activities of its Armenian population a matter of daily 
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su^icaon. Should Russia attempt an invasion of Tur- 
key one of the most accessible routes lay through this 
province. The war had not gone far when causes of 
irritation arose. The requisitions of aimy suites 
fell far more heavily upon the Christian than upon the 
Mohammedan elements in Van, just as they did in 
every other part of Turkey. The Armenians had to 
stand quietly by while the Turkish officers appro- 
priated all their cattle^ all their wheat, and all their 
goods of every kind, giving them only worthless pieces 
of paper in exchange. The attempt at general dis- 
armament that took place also aroused their ^prdioi- 
sion, which was increased by the brutal treatment 
visited upon Armenian soldiers in the Caucasus. On 
the other hand, the Turks made many chaises against 
the Christian population, and, in fact, they attributed 
to them the larger share of the blame for the reverses 
which the Turkish armies had suffered in the Caucasus. 
The fact that a considerable element in the already 
changed forces was composed of Armenians aroused their 
unbridled wrath. Since about half the Armenians in the 
world inhabit the Russian provinces in the Caucasus 
and are liable, like aH Russians, to military service, 
therewere certainlyno legitimate grounds for complaint, 
so fax as these Armenian levies were bona fide subjects (d 
the Czar. But the Turks asserted that large numbers of 
Armenian soldiers in Van and other of their Armenian 
provinces deserted, crossed the border, and joined the 
Russian army, where their knowledge of roads and the 
terrain was an important factor in the Russian vic- 
tories. Though the exact facts are not yet ascertained, 
it seems not unlikely that such desertions, perhaps a 
few hundred, did take place. At the beginning of the 
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war, Unitoi and Progress agents appeared in Erzeroum 
and Van and appealed to the Armeuian leaders to go 
into Russian Armenia and attempt to start revolu- 
tions against the Russian Grovermnent; and the fact 
that the Ottoman Armenians refused to do this con- 
tributed further to the prevailing irritation. The 
Turkish Government has made much of the "trea- 
sonable" behaviour of the Armenians of Van and have 
even urged it as an excuse for their subsequent treat- 
ment of the whole race. Their attitude illustrates 
once more the perversity of the Turkish mind. 
After massacring hundreds of thousands of Arme- 
nians in the course of thirty years, outraging their 
womoi and girls', and robbing and maltreating 
them in every conceivable way, the Turks still ap- 
parently believed that they had the right to expect 
from them the most enthusiastic "loyalty". That the 
Armenians all over Turkey sympathized with the 
Entente was no secret. "If you want to know how the 
war is going," wroto a humorous Turkish news- 
papetf "all you need to do is to look in the face of an 
Armenian. If he is smiling, then the Allies are winning; 
if he is downcast, then the Germans are successful." 
If an Ottoman Armenian soldier should desert and join 
the Russians, that would unquestionably constitute 
a technical crime against the state, and might be pun- 
ished without violating the rules of aU civilized coun- 
tries. Only the Turkish mind, however — and pos- 
sibly the Junker — could regard it as furnishing an 
excuse for the terrible barbarities that now took place. 

Though the air, all during the autumn and winter 
d 1914-15, was filled with premonitions of trouble, the 
Armenians behaved with remarkable self-restraint 
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For years it had been the Turkiah policy to provoke 
theChristian populalioii into committing overt acts, and 
then seizing upon such misbehaviour as an excuse for 
massacres. The Armenian clergy and political leaden 
saw many evidences that the Turks wMe now up to 
their old tactics, and they therefore went among the 
people, cautioning ther^ to keep quiet, to bear all in- 
sults and even outrages patiently, so as not to give the 
Moslems the opening which they were seeking. "Even 
though they bum a few of our villages," these leaders 
would say, "do not retahate, for it is better that a few 
be destroyed than that the whole nation be massacred." 
When the war started, the Central Government 
recalled Tahsin Pasha, the conciliatory governor of 
Van; and replaced him with Djevdet Bey, a broths- 
in-law of Enver Pasha. Hiis act in itself was most 
disquieting. Turkish officialdom has ^ways oon- 
tiuned a minority of men who do not believe in mas- 
sacre as a state policy and cannot be depended upoD 
to carry out strictly the most bloody orders of the Cen- 
tral Government. Whenever massacres have been 
planned, therefore, it has been customary first to re- 
move such "untrustworthy" pubUc servants and 
replace them by men who are r^arded as more reli- 
able. The character of Tahsin's successor made his 
displacement still more alarming. Djevdet had spent 
the larger part of his life at Van; he was a man of un- 
stable character, friendly to non-Moslems one mo- 
mait, hostile the next, hy'pocritical, treacherous, and 
ferodous according to the worst traditions of his race. 
He hated the Armenians and cordially sympathized 
with the long-established Turkish plan of solving the 
Armenian problem. There is little question that he 
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cams to Van with definite instructions to extermi- 
nate all Armenians in this province, but, for the first 
few months, conditions did not facilitate such aperar 
tions. Djevdet himself was absent fighting the Rus- 
sians in the Caucasus and the near approach of the 
enemy made it a wise policy for the Turks to refrain 
from maltreating the Armenians of Van. But early m 
the spring &e Russians temporarily retreated. It is 
generally recognized as good military tactics for a vic- 
torious army to follow up the retreating enemy. In the 
eyes of the Turkish generals, however, the withdrawal 
of the Russians was a happy tutn of war mainly be- 
cause it deprived the Armenians of their protectors and 
left them at the mercies of the Turkish army. Instead 
of following the retreating foe, therefore, the Turks' 
army turned aside and invaded their own territory of 
Van. Instead of fighting the trained Russian army of 
men, they turned their rifira, machine guns, and other 
weapons upon the Armenian women, children, and 
old men in the villages of Van. Following their 
usual custom, they distributed the most beautiful 
Armenian women among the Moslems, sacked and 
burned the Armenian villages, and massacred uninter- 
ruptedly for days. On April 15th, about 500 young Ar- 
menian men of Akantz were mustered to hear an order 
of the Sultan; at sunset they were marched outside the 
town and every man shot in cold blood. This pro- 
cedure was repeated in about eighty Armenian villages 
in the district north of Lake Van, and in three days 
24,000 Armenians were murdered in this atrocious 
fashion. A single episode illustrates the unspeakable 
depravity of Turkish methods. A conflict having 
broken out at Shadak, Djevdet Bey, who had mean- 
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while returned to Van, asked four of the leading Ar- 
menian dtizens to go to this town and attempt to 
quiet the multitude. These men made the trip, stop- 
ping at all Armenian villages along the way, urging 
everybody to keep public order. After completing 
their wdrk these four Armenians were murdered in a 
Kurdish village. 

And so when Djevdet Bey, on his return to lus offidal 
post, demanded that Van furnish him immediately 
4,000 soldiers, the people were naturally in no mood to 
accede to his request. When we consider what had 
happened before and what happened subsequently, 
there remuns little doubt concerning the purpose 
which underlay this demand. Djevdet, acting in 
obedience to orders from Constantinofde, was pre- 
paring to wipe out the whole population, and his pur- 
pose in calling for 4,000 able-bodied men was ma«ly 
to massacre them, so that the rest of the Armenians 
might have no defenders. The Armenians, padding 
to gain time, offered to furnish five hundred soldiers 
and to pay exemption money for the rest; now, how- 
ever, Djevdet began to talk aloud about "rebellion," 
and his detennination to "crush" it at any cost. "If 
the rebels fire a single shot," he declared, "I shall kill 
every Christian man, woman, and" (pointing to his knee) 
"every child, up to here." -For some time the Turks had 
been constructing entrenchments around the Armenian 
quarter and filling them with soldiers and, in response 
to this provocation, the Armenians b^an to make prepa- 
rations for a defense. On April SOth, a band of Tur- 
kish soldiers seized several Armenian women who were 
entering the city; a couple of Armenians ran to their 
asadstance and were shot dead. The Turks now opened 
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fire on the ArmeiUBii quarters with rifles and artillery; 
soon a lat^ge part of the town was in flames and a regu- 
lar siege had started. The whole Armenian fighting 
force consisted of only 1,500 men; they had only SOO 
rifles and a most inadequate supply of ammunition, 
while Djevdet had an army of 5,000 men, complet^y 
equipped and suj^ed. Yet the Armenians fought 
with the utmost heroism and skill ; they had little chance 
of holding off their enemies indefinitely, but they knew 
that a Russian army was fighting its way to Van and 
their utmost hope was that they would be able to defy 
the besiegers until these Russians arrived. As I am not 
writing the story of sieges and battles, I cannot de- 
scribe in detail the numerous acts of individual heroism, 
the cooperation of the Armenian women, the ardour and 
energy of the Armenian children, the self-sacrificing 
zeal of the American missionaries, especially Doctor 
Ussher and his wife and Miss Grace H. Knaj^, and the 
thousand other drcumstances that made this terrible 
month one of the most glorious pages in modem Arme- 
nian history, llie wonderful thing about it is that 
the Armenians triumphed. After nearly five weeks of 
sleepless fighting, the Russian army suddenly appeared 
and the Turks fled into the surrounding country, where 
they found appeasement for their anger by further mas- 
sacres oi unprotected Armenian villagers. Doctor 
Ussher, the American medical missionary whose hospital 
at Van was destroyed by bombardment, is authority for 
the statement that, after driving off the Turks, the 
Russians began to collect and to cremate the bodies of 
Armenians who had been murdered in the i^ovince, 
with the result that 55,000 bodies were burned. 
I have told this stoiy of the "Revolution" in Van not 
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only because it marked the first stage in this organised 
attempt to wipe out a whole nation, but because these 
events are always brought forward by the Turks as a 
justification of their subsequent fnimes. As I ahail 
relate, Enver, Tidaat, and the rest, when I aj^)ealed to 
them in behalf of the Armenians, invariably instanced 
the "revolutionists" of Van as a sample of Arme- 
nian treachery. The famous "Revolution," as this 
recital shows, was merely the determination of the 
Arm^iians to save their women's honour and their own 
lives, after the Turks, by massacring thousands of their 
neighbours, had shown them the fate that awaited them. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 

THE MURDER OP A NATION 

TIE destruction of the Annenian race in 1915 
involved certain difficulties that had not im- 
peded the operations of the Turks in the mas- 
sacres of 1896 and other years. In these earlier periods 
the Armenian men had possessed little power or means 
of resistance. In those days Armenians had not 
been permitted to have military training, to serve 
in the Turkish army, or to possess anns. As I have 
already said, these discriminations were withdrawn 
wh^i the revolutionists obtained the upper hand in 
1908. Not only were the Christians now permitted 
to bear arms, but the authorities, in the full flush of 
their enthusiasm for freedom and equality, encouraged 
them' to do so. In the early part of 1915, therefore, 
every Turkish city contained thousands of Armenians 
whrf had been trained as soldiers and who were sup- 
phed with rifles, pistols, and other weapons of defense. 
■ The operations at Van once more disclosed that these 
men could use their wea[K>ns to good advantage. It 
was thus apparent that an Armenian massacre this time 
would generally assume more the character of w^are 
than those wholesale butcheries of defenseless men and 
women which the Turks had always found so congenial. 
If this iJan of murdering a race were to succeed, two pre- 
liminary steps wonld therefore have to be taken: it 
would be necessaiy. to render all Armenian soldiers 
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powerless and to derive of their arms the Annenians 
in every city and town. Before Armenia could be 
slai^tered, Armenia must be made defenseless. 

In the early part ctf 1915, the Armenian soldiers in 
the Turkish army were reduced to a new status. Up to 
that time most of them had been combatants, but now 
they were all striiq>ed of thdr arms and transformed 
into workmen. Instead of servii^ their country as 
artillerymen and cavalrymen, these form^ soldiers 
now discovered liiat they had been transformed into 
road labourers and pack animals. Army suppUea of all 
^nds were loaded on their backs, and, stumbling under 
the burdens and driven by the whips and bayonets of 
the Turks, they were forced to drag their weary bodies 
into the mountains of the Caucasus. Sometimes they 
would have to plough their way, burdened in this fash- 
ion, almost waist high through snow. They had to spend 
practically all their time in the open, sleeping on the 
bare groimd — whenever the ceaseless prodding of their 
taskmasters gave them an occasional opportunity to 
sleep. They were given only scraps of food; if they fell 
sick they were left where they had droi^>ed, their Turk- 
ish oppressors perhaps stopping long enough to rob them 
of all their possessions — even of their clothes. If any 
stragglers succeeded in reaching their destinations, they 
were not infrequently massacred. In many instances 
Armenian soldiers were disposed of in even more sum- 
mary fashion, for it now became almost the general 
practice to shoot them in cold blood. In almost all cases 
the procedure was the same. Here and th^c squads 
of 50 or 100 men would be taken, bound together in 
groups of four, and then marched out to a seduded 
spot a short distance from the village. Suddenly the 
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sound of rifle shots would fill the air> and the Turkish 
soldiers who had acted as the escort would suUeoly re- 
turn to camp. Those sent to bury the bodies would 
find them almost invariably stark naked, for, as usual, 
the Turks had stolen all their clothes. In cases that 
came to my attention, the murderers had added a re- 
finement to their victims' sufferings by compelling 
them to dig their graves before being shot. 

Let me relate a single episode which is contained in 
one of the reports of our consuls and which now forms 
part of the records of the AmericaKi State Department. 
£arly in July, 2,000 Armenian "am^I^" — such is the 
Turkish word for soldiers who have been reduced to 
workmen — were sent from Harpoot to build roads. 
The Armenians in that town understood what this 
meant and pleaded with the Governor for mercy. But 
this official insisted that the men were not to be harmed, 
and he even called upon the German missionary, Mr. 
Ehemann, to quiet the panic, giviug that gentleman 
his word of honour that the ex-soldiers would be pro- 
tected. Mr. Ehemann believed the Governor and 
assuaged the popular fear. Yet practically every 
man of these 3,000 was massacred, and his body thrown 
into a cave. A few escaped, and it was &om these that 
news of the massacre reached the world. A few days 
rfterward another 2,000 soldiers were sent to Diarbe- 
kir. The only purpose of s«iding these men out in 
the open country was that they might be massacred. 
In order that they might have no strength to resist 
or to escape by flight, these poor creatures were sys- 
tematically starved. Government agents went ahead 
on the road, notifying the Kurds that the caravan 
yfas ai^roaching and ordering them to do their con* 
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genial duty. Not only did the Kurdish tribesmen pour 
down from the mountains upon this starved and weak- 
ened Foment, but the Kurdish women came with 
butcher's knives in order that they might |;ain that 
merit in AJlMi's eyes that comes from killing a Chri s- 
- titm. These m assacres were not isolated happenings; I 
"coulH detail many more episodes just as horrible as 
the one related above; throughout the Turkish Em- 
pire a systematic attempt was made to kill all able- 
bodied men, not only for the purpose of r^noving all 
males who might i»cq>agate a new generation of Ar- 
menians, but for the puipose of rendering the weaker 
part of the population an easy prey. 

Dreadful as were these massacres of unarmed sol- 
diers, they were mercy and justice themselves when 
compared with the treatment which was now visited 
upon those Armenians who were suspected of con- 
cealing arms. Naturally the Christians became alarmed 
when placards were posted in the villages and cities 
ordering evwybody to bring their arms to headquartos. 
Although this order applied to all citizens, the Arme- 
nians well understood what the result would be, should 
they be left defenseless while their Moslem neighbours 
were permitted to retain their arms. In many cases, 
however, the persecuted people patiently obeyed the 
command; and then the Turkish officiaU^aljaoat-JQ^- 
fully seized their rifles as evide ncejjmt a "r?y"^Ttii^" 
wsSTwing planhetl and threw t heir v jcfiipiff '"*^" priojin 
on a charge of treason. Thousands failed to deliver 
arms simply because they had none to d^ver, while 
an even greater number tenaciously refused to give 
them up, not because they were plotting an uiHisitig, 
but because they proposed to defend their own lives 
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and their women's honour against the outrages which 
they knew were being planned. The punishment in- 
flicted upon these recalcitrants forms one of the most 
hideous chapters of modem history. Most of us be- 
lieve that torture has long ceased to be an adminis- 
trative and judicial measure, yet I do not believe that 
the darkest ages ever presented scenes more horrible 
than those which now took place all over Turkey. 
Nothing was sacred to the Turkish gendarmes; under 
the plea of seaj-ching for hidden arms, they ransacked 
churches, treated the altars and sacred utensils with the 
utmost indignity, and even held m'ock ceremonies in 
imitation of the Christian sacraments. They would 
beat the priests into insensibihty, imder the pretense 
that they were the centres of sedition. When they 
could discover no weapons in the churches, they would 
sometimes arm the bishops and priests with guns, 
IHstols, and swords, then try them b^ore courts-martial 
for possessing weapons against the law, and march 
them in this condition through the streets, merely 
to arouse the fanatical wrath of the mobs. The gen- 
darmes treated women with the same cruelty and in- 
decency as the men. There are cases on record in 
which women accused of concealing weapons were 
stripped naked and whipped with branches freshly cut 
from trees, and these beatings were even inflicted on 
women who were with child. Violations so commonly 
accompanied these searches that Armenian women and 
girls, on the approach of the gendarmes, would flee to 
the woods, the hills, or to mountain caves. 

As a preliminary to the searches everywhere, the 
strong men of the villages and towns were arrested and 
taken to prison. Their tormentors here would exer- 
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dse the most diabolical ingenuity in thrar attempt to 
make their victima declare tbemselves to be "revolu- 
tionists" and to tell the hiding places oi theur arms. 
A common practice was to place the prisoner in a room, 
with two Turks stationed at each end and each side. 
The examination would then be^ with the bastinado. 
This is a form of torture not uncommon in the Ori^it; it 
consists of beating the soles of the feet with a thin rod. 
At first the pain is not marked; but as the process goes 
slowly on, it develops into the most terrible agony, the 
feet swell and burst, and not infrequently, after being 
submitted to this treatment, they have to be anq)u- 
tated. The gendarmes would bastinado their Arme- 
nian victim until he fainted ; th^ would then revive him 
by sprinkling water on his face and bc^tn again. If 
this did not succeed in bringing their victim to terms, 
they had numerous other methods of persuasiota. They 
would pull out his eyebrows and beard almost hair by 
hfdr; they would extract his finger nails and toe nails; 
they would apply red-hot irons to his breast, tear off his 
flesh with red-hot pincers, and then pour boiled butter 
into the wounds. In some cases the gendarmes would 
nail hands and feet to pieces of wood — evidently in 
imitation of the Crucifixion, and th^i, while the suf- 
ferer writhed in his agony, they would cry : 
"Now let your Christ come and help you! " 
These cruelties — and many others which I f<»beaT to 
describe — were usually inflicted in the n^t time. 
Turks would be stationed around the prison^, beating 
drums and blowing whistles, so that the screams of the 
sufferers would not reach the villagers. 
. In thousands of cases the Armenians ^iduied these 
agonies and refused to surrender their arms simi^ b^ 
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c!Bufle they liad none to surrender. However, they 
could not persuade their tormentors that this was the 
case. It therefor e be came customary, when news vraa 
received that the seMchers were approaching, for Ar- 
mraiians to purchase anus from their Turkish neighbours 
so that they might be able to give them up and esc^>e 
these frightful punishments. 

One day I was discussing these proceedings with 
a responsible Turkish official, who was describing the 
tortures inflicted. He made no secret of the fact that 
the Government had ifistigated them, and, lite &11 Turks 
of the offiqal classe s, he enthusiastically approved this 
fa wSmt of the d etested race. Tliis official told me that 
all these detaiUlrere matters of nightly discussion at the 
headquarters of the Union and* ^o^ess^CjUuiaittee. 
Each new method of inffictmg pain was hailed as a 
splendid discovery, and the regular attendants were 
constantly ransacking their brains in the effort to 
devise some new torment. He told me that Ihey 
even delved into the records of the Spanish Inquisition 
and other historic institutions of torture and adopted all 
the suggestions found there. He did not tell me who 
carried off the prize in this gruesome competition, but 
common reputation throughout Armenia gave a pre- 
eminent infamy to Djevdet Bey, the Vali of Van, 
whose activities in that section I have already de- 
scribed. All through this country Djevdet was gen- 
erally known as the "horseshoer of Bashkale" for 
this connoisseur in torture had invented what was 
periiaps the masterpiece of all — that of nailing horse- 
shoes to the feet of his Armenian victims. 

Yet these happenings did not constitute what the 
newspapers of the time commonly referred to as the 
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Armenian atrocities; they were merely the ^eparator y 
steps in the destruction of the"rac e. The Yoimg Turks 
"cG^J^ed greiiteT ingenuTty thaa their predecessor, 
Abdul Hamid. The injunction of the dq>osed Sultan 
was merely "to kill, kill", whereas the Turkish democ- 
racy hit upon an entirely new plan. Instead of mas- 
sacring outright the Armenian race, they now decided 
to deport it. In the south and southeastern sec- 
tion of the Ottoman Empire lie the Syrian desert and 
the Mesopotamian valley. Though part of this area 
was once the scene of a flourishing civilization, for the 
last five centuries it has suffered the blight that be- 
comes the lot of any country that is subjected to Tur- 
kish rule; and it is now a dreary, desolate waste, with- 
out cities and towns or life of any kind, populated only 
by a few wild and fanatical Bedouin tribes. Only the 
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most industrious labour, expended through many years, 
could transform this desert into the abiding place 
of aoy considerable population. The Central Govern- 
ment now announced its intention of gathering the 
two million or more Armenians living in the several 
sections of the empire and transporting them to this 
desolate and inhospitable region. Had they ud< 
dertaken such a deportation in good faith it 
would have represented the height of cruelty and 
injustice. As a matter of fact, the Turks never 
had the slightest idea of reestablishing the Armenians 
in this new country. They knew that the great major- 
ity would never reacji their destination and that those 
who did would either die of thirst and starvation, or 
be murdered by the wild Mohammedan desert tribes. 
The r eal purpose of the d eportatiMi_wag_jnhh^''y pt^jj 
destru ction; . it ^ really represented aqew method, of 
massacrg . When the Turkish authorities gave the 
orders for these deportations, they were merely giving 
the death warrant to a whole race; they understood'- 
this well, and, in their conversations with me, they 
made no particular attempt to conceal the fact. 

All through the spring and summer of 1915 the 
deportations took place. Of the larg^ cities, Con- 
stantinople, Smyrna, and Aleppo were spared; prac- 
tically all other places where a single Armenian family 
lived now became the scenes of these unspeakable 
tragedies. Scarcely a single Armenian, whatever his 
education or wealth, or whatever the social class to 
which he belonged, was exempted from the order. In 
some villages placards were posted ordering the whole 
Armenian population to present itself in a public place 
at an appointed time — usually a day or two ahead. 
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and in other places the town crier would go tliTOUg'Ii 
the streets delivering the order vocally. In still others 
not the slightest warning was given. The gendarmes 
would ^pear b^ore an Armenian house and rader 
all the inmates to follow them. They would take wcaa~ 
en engaged in their domestic tasks without giving 
them the chance to change their clothes. The police 
fell upon them just as the eruption of Vesuvius 
fell upon Pompeii; women were taken from the^wash- 
tubs, childr«i were snatched out of bed, the bread was 
left half baked in the ovrai, the family meal was aban- 
doned partly eaten, the childrwi were taken from the 
schoolroom, leaving their books open at the daily task, 
and the men were forced to abandon their ploughs in the 
fields and their cattle on the mountain side. Even 
women who had just given birth to children would be 
forced to leave their beds and join the panic-stricken 
throng, their sleeping babies in their arms. Such things 
as they hurriedly snatched up — a shawl, a blanket, 
perhaps a few scraps of food — were all that they could 
take of their household belongings. . To their frantic 
questions "Where are we going?" the gendarmes would 
vouchsafe only one reply: "To the interior." _ 

In some cases the refugees were given a few hourSj^in 
exceptional instances a few days, to dispose of their 
property and household effects. But the proceeding, 
of course, amounted simply to robbery. They could 
sell only to Turks, and since both buyers and sellers 
knew that they had only a day or two to maricet the 
accumulations of a liJFetime, the prices obtained 
represented a small fraction of ihxar value. Sewing 
machines would bring one or two dollars — a cow would 
go for a dollar, a houseful of furniture would be sold 
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for B pittance. In many cases Aimeniana were pio- 
liibited from seUing or Turks from buying even at these 
ridiculous prices; undor pretense that the Government 
intended to sell their effects to pay the creditors whom 
the^ would inevitably leave behind, their housdiold 
furniture would be placed in stores or heaped up in 
public places, where it was usually pillaged by Turkish 
men and women. The government officials would also 
inform the Aimenians that, since their dqmrtation was 
only temporary, the intention being to bring them 
back after the war was over, they would not be per- 
mitted to sdl th^ houses. Scarcely had the former 
possessors left the village, when Mohammedan mokad- 
jirt — immigrants from other parts of Turkey — ^would 
be moved into the Armenian quarters. Similarly all 
their valuables — money, rings, watches, and jewellery — 
would be taken to the police stations for "safe keep- 
ing, " poiding-their return, and then parcelled out among 
the Turks. Yet these robberies gave the rrfugees 
little anguish, for far more terrible and agonizing scenes 
were taking place imder their eyes. The systematic 
extermination of the men continued; such males as the 
persecutions which I have already described had left 
were now violently dealt with. Before the caravans 
were started, it became the regular practice to separate 
the yoimg men from the families, tie them together 
in groups of four, lead them to the outskirts, and shoot 
them. Public hangings without trial — the only offense 
being that the victims were Armenians — were taking 
place constantly. The gendarmes showed a particular 
desire to annihilate the educated and the influential. 
From American consuls and missionaries I was con- 
stantly receiviDg reports <^ such executi<ms, and many of 
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the events which they described will never fade from ray 
memory. At Angora all Armenian men from fifteen to 
seventy were arrested, bound together in groups of f our» 
and sent on the road in the direction of Caesares. 
When they had travelled five or six hours and had 
reached a secluded valley, a mob of Turkish peasants 
fell upon them with clubs, hammers, axes, scythes, 
spades, and saws. Such instruments not only caused 
more agonizing deaths than guns and pistols, but, as 
the Turks themselves boasted, they were more eco- 
nomical, since they did not involve the waste of powder 
and shell. In this way they exterminated the whole 
male population of Angora, including all its men of 
wealth and breeding, and their bodies, horribly muti- 
lated, were left in the valley, where they were devoured 
by wild beasts. After completing this destruction, 
the peasants and gendarmes gathered in the local 
tavern, comparing notes and boasting of the number of 
"giaours" that each had slain. In Trebizond the men 
were placed in boats and sent out on the Black Sea; 
gendarmes would follow them in boats, shoot them 
down, and throw their bodies into the water. 

When the signal was given for the caravans to move, 
therefore, they almost invariably consisted of women, 
children, and old men. Any one who could possibly 
have protected them from the fate that awaited than 
had been destroyed. Not infrequently the prrfect of 
the city.'as the mass started on its way, would wish than 
a derisive "pleasant journey.*' Before the caravan 
moved the women were sometimes offered the alter- 
native of becoming Mohammedans. Even though 
they accepted the new faith, which few of them did, 
their earthly troubles did not end. The converts were 
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compelled to suTieuder their chfldr^i to a so-cailed 
"Moslem Orphan^e," with the agreement that they 
should be trained as devout followers of the Prophet. 
They themselves must then show the sincerity of their 
ctrnversion by abandoning their Christian husbands 
and marrying Moslems. If no good Mohammedan 
offered himself as a husband, then the new convert 
was deported, however strongly she might protest her 
devotion to Islam. 

At first the Government showed some inclination 
to protect these departing throngs. The officers 
usually divided them into convoys, in some cases 
numbering several hundred, in others several thousand. 
The civil authorities occasionally furnished ox-carts 
which carried such household fumitiu% as the exiles had 
succeeded in scrambluig together. A guard of gen- 
darmerie accompanied each convoy, ostensibly to 
guide and protect it. Women, scantily clad, carrying 
babies in their arms or on their backs, marched side by 
side with old men hobbling along with canes. Children 
would run along, evidently regarding the procedure, in 
the early stages, as some new Urk. A more prosperous 
member would perhaps have a horse or a donkey, oc- 
casionally a farmer had rescued a cow or a sheep, which 
would trudge along at his side, and the usual assort- 
ment of family pets — dogs, cats, and birds — became parts 
of the variegated procession. From thousands of Ar- 
menian cities and villages these despairing caravans 
now set forth; they filled all the roads leading southward ; 
everywhere, as they moved on, they raised a huge dust, 
and abandoned debris, chairs, blankets, bedclothes, 
household utensils, and other impedimenta, marked the 
course of the processions. When the caravans first 
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started, tlie individualfi bore some resemblance to 
humOD bangs; in a few hours, however, the dust of 
the road plastered thdr faces and clothes, the mud 
caked their lower members, and the slowly advancing 
mobs, frequently bent with fatigue and crazed by the 
bnitaUty of their "protectors," resembled some new 
and strange animal species. Yet for the bett» part 
of six months, from April to October, 1915, practically 
all the highways in Asia Minor were crowded with these 
unearthly bands of exiles. They could be seen winding 
in and out of every valley and climbing up the sides 
of nearly every mountain — ^moving on and on, they 
scarcely knew whither, except that every road led to 
death. Village after village and town after town was 
evacuated of its Armouan population, under the dis- 
tressing circumstances already detailed. Jn these six 
months, as far as can be ascertained, about 1,200,000 
people started on this journey to the Syrian desert. 

"Pray for us," they woiJd say'as they left thor 
homes — the homes in which their ancestors had lived 
for 2,500 years. "We shall not see you in this world 
again, but sometime we shall meet. Pray for us!" 

The Armenians had hardly left their native villages 
whea the persecutions began. The roads over which 
they travelled were httle more than donkey paths; and 
what had started a few hours before as an ordo-Iy 
procesuon soon became a dishevelled and scrambling 
mob. Women were separated from their children and 
husbands from their wives. The old people soon lost 
contact with their families and became exhausted and 
footsore. The Turkish drivers of the ox-carts, after 
extorting the last coin from their charges, would 
suddenly dump them and their belongings into the 
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Toad, turn around, and return to the village for other 
victims. Thus in a short time practically everybody, 
young and old. was compelled to travel on foot. The 
gendarmes whom the Government had sent, supposedly 
to protect the exiles, in a very few hours became their 
tormentors. They followed their charges with fixed 
bayonets, prodding any one who showed any tendraicy 
to slacken the pace. Those who attempted to stop 
for rest, or who fell exhausted on the road, were com- 
pelled, with the utmost brutality, to rejoin the moving 
thnmg. They even prodded prt^ant women with 
baytmets; if one, as frequently happened, gave birth 
al<mg the road, she was immediately forced to get up 
and rejoin the marchers. The whole course of the 
journey became a perpetual stru^le with the Moslem 
inhabitants. Detachments of gendarmes woiild go 
ahead, notifymg the Kurdish tribes that their victims 
were approaching, and Turkish peasants were also in- 
formed that their long-waited opportunity had arrived. 
The Government even opened the prisons and set 
free the convicts, on the understanding that they should 
behave like good Moslems to the approaching Arme- 
oians. Thus every caravan had a continuous battle for 
existence with several classes of enemies — their ac- 
companying gendarmes, the Turkish peasants and 
villagers, the Kurdish tribes and bands of ChitSa or 
brigands. And we must always keep in mind that the 
men who might have defended these wayfarers had 
nearly all been killed or forced into the army as work- 
men, and that the exiles themselves had been syste- 
matically deprived of all weapons before the journey be- 
gan. 
.-^ 'When the victims had travelled a few faotira from 
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their starting place, the Kurds would sweep down from 
their mountain homes. Rushing up to the young 
^rls, they would lift thdr veils and cany the pretty 
ones off to the hills. Hiey would steal such children 
as pleased their fancy and mercilessly rob all the rest of 
the throng. If the exiles had started with any money 
or food, their assailants would appropriate it, thus 
leaving them a hopeless prey to starvation. Hiey 
would steal their clothing, and sometimes even leave 
both men and women in a state of complete nudity. All 
the time that they were committing these deprada^ 
tions the Kurds would freely massacre, and the screams 
of women and old men would add to the general horror. 
Such as escaped these attacks in the open woidd find 
new terrors awaiting them in the Moslem villages. 
Here the Turkish roughs would fall upon the women. 
leaving them sometimes dead from their experiences or 
sometimes ravingly insane. After spending a night in 
a hideous encampment (^ this kind, the exiles, or auch as 
had survived, would start again the next morning. 
The ferocity of the gaidannes appiuently increased as 
the journey lengthened, for they seemed ^most to 
resent the fact that part of their chaiges continued to 
live. Frequently any one who dropped on the road was 
bayoneted on the spot. The Armenians began to die 
by hundreds from hunger and thirst. Even when they 
came to rivers, the goidarmes, merely to torment 
them, would sometimes not let them drink. The hot 
sun of the desert burned their scantily clothed bodies, 
and their bare feet, treading the hot sand of the desert, 
became so sore that thousands feU and died or were 
killed where they lay. Thus, in a few. days, what had 
been a procession of normal human beings became a 
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stumbling horde of dust-covered skeletons, ravenously 
looking (or scraps of food, eating any offal that came 
their way, crazed by the hideous sights that filled 
every hour of their existence, sick with all the diseases 
that accompany such hardships and privations, but 
still prodded on and on by the whips and clubs and 
bayonets of their executioners. 

And thus, as the exiles moved, they left behind them 
another caravan — that of dead and unburied bodies, of 
old men and of women dying in the last stages of typhus, 
dysentery, and cholera, of little childrra lying on their 
backs and setting up their last piteouaVails for food and 
water. There w^e women who held up their babies to 
strangers, begging them to take them and save them 
from their tormentors, and failing this, they would 
throw them into wells or leave them behind bushes, 
that at least they might die undisturbed. Behind was 
left a small army of girls who had been sold as slaves — 
frequently for a medjidie, or about eighty cents — and 
who, after serving the brutal purposes of their pur- 
chasers, were forced to lead Bves of prostitution. A 
string of encampments, filled by the sick and the dying, 
minted with the unburied or halt-buried bodies of the 
dead, marked the course of the advancing throngs. 
Flocks of vultures followed them in the air, and rave- 
nous dogs, fighting one another for the bodies of the 
dead, constantly pursued them. The most terrible 
scenes took place at the rivers, especially the Euphrates. 
Sometimes, when crossing this stream, the gendarmes 
would push the women into the water, shooting all who 
attempted to save themselves by swimming. Fre- 
quently the women themselves would save their honour 
by jumping into the river, their children in their arms. 
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"In the last week m June,'* I quote Itom a consular 
report, "several parties of Erzeroum Armenians were 
deported on successive days and most of them mas- 
sacred on the way, either by shooting or drowning-. 
One, Madame Zarauhi, an elderly lady of means, who 
was thrown into the Euphrates, saved herself by cling- 
ing to a boulder in the river. She succeeded in ap- 
proaching the bank and returned to Erzeroum to hide 
herself in a Turkish friend's house. She told Prince 
Argoutinsky, the representative of the 'AU-Russian 
Urban Union' in Erzeroum, that she shuddered to re- 
call how hundreds of children were baycmeted by the 
Turks and thrown into the Euphrates, and how men 
and women were stripped naked, tied together in 
hundreds, shot, and then hurled into the river. In a 
loop of the river near Erzinghan, she said, the thousands 
of dead bodies created such a barrage that the Eu- 
phrates changed its course for about a hundred yards." 

It is absurd for the Turkish Government to assert 
that it ever seriously intended to "deport the Arme- 
nianB to new homes"; the treatment which was given 
the convoys clearly shows that extermination was 
the real purpose of Enver and Talaat. How many 
^. exiled to the south under these revolting conditions 
\'^ \ ever reached their desUnaticois? The experiences <rf 
1 a single caravan show how completely this plan <tf 
>d^>ortation developed into one of annihilation. The 
detfuls in question were furnished me directly by the 
American Consul at AI^po, and are now on file in 
the State Department at Washington. On the first of 
June a convoy of three thousand Armenians, mostly 
women, girls, and children, left Harpoot. Following 
the usual custom the Government provided them an 
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escort of seventy gendarmes, under the command of 
a Turkish leader, a Bey. In accordance with the com- 
mon e^>erience these gendarmes proved to be not 
their protectors, but their tormentors and their execu- 
tioners. Hardly had they got well started on the road 

-when Bey took 400 liras from the caravan, 

on the plea that he was keeping it safely until their 
furival at Malatia; no sooner had he robbed them of 
the only thing that might have provided them with 
food than he ran away, leaving them all to the tend^ 
mercies of the gendarmes. 

All the way to Ras-ul-Ain, the first station on the 
Bagdad line, the existence of these wretched travel- 
lers was one prolonged horror. The gendarmes went 
ahead, informing the half -savage tribes of the moun- 
tains that several thousand Armenian women and girls 
were approaching. The Arabs and Kurds b^an to 
carry off the girls, the mountaineers fell upon them 
repeatedly, violating and killing the women, and the 
gendarmes themselves joined in the orgy. One by one 
the few men who accompanied the convoy were killed. 
The women had succeeded in secreting money from 
their persecutors, keeping it in their mouths and hair; 
with this they would buy horses, only to have them 
repeatedly stol^t by the Kurdish tribesmen. Finally 
the gendarmes, having robbed and beaten and violated 
and killed their charges for thirteen days, abandoned 
them altogether. Two days afterward the Kurds 
went through the party and rounded up all the males 
who still remained alive. They found about 160,_their 
ages varying from 15 to 90 years, and these they 
promptly took away and butchered to the last man. 
But that same day another convoy from Slvaa joined 
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this cme from Harpoot, tncreasmg the numbers ot the 
whole caravan to 18,000 people. 

Another Kurdiah Bey now took command, and to 
him, as to all men placed in the same position, the 
opportunity was r^arded merely as one for pillage, 
outrage, and murd^. This chieftain summoned all ' 
hia followers from the mountains and invited them to 
work their complete will upon this great mass of 
Armenians. Day after day and night after night 
the prettiest girls wore carried away; sometimes they 
returned in a pitiable condition that told the full story 
of their sufferings. Any strag^ers, those who were so 
old and infirm and sick that they could not keep up 
with the marchers, were promptly killed. Whenever 
they reached a Turkish village all the local vagabonds 
were pennitted to prey upon the Armaiian girls. 
When the diminishing band reached the Euphrates they 
saw the bodies of 300 men floating upon the surface. 
By this time they had all been so repeatedly robbed 
that they had practically nothing left except a few 
ragged clothes, and even these the Kurds now took; 
and the laiger part of the convoy marched for five days 
almost completely naked under the scorching desert 
sun. For another five days they did not have a morsel 
of bread or a drop of water. "Himdreds f^ dead on 
the way," the report reads, "their tongues were turned 
to charcoal, and when, at the end of five days, they 
reached a fountain, the whole convoy naturally rushed 
toward it. But here the policemrai barred the way 
and forebade them to take a single drop of water. 
Their piupose was to sell it at from one to three liras a 
ciq) and sometimes they actually withheld the water 
after getting the money. At another place, where 
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there were wells, some womai threw themselves into 
them, as there was no rope or pail to draw up the water, 
lliese women were drowned and, in spite of that, the 
rest of the people drank from that well, the dead bodies 
still remaining there and polluting the water. Some- 
times, when the wells were shallow and the women 
could go down into them and come out again, the oth» 
people wonld rush to lick or sudc their wet, dirty clothes, 
in Uie e£Fort to quench their thirst. When they passed 
an Arab village in their naked condition the Arabs 
pitied them and gave them old pieces of cloth to cover 
themselves with. Some of the exiles who still had 
money bought some clothes; but some still remained 
who travelled thus naked all the way to the city of 
Aleppo. The poor women could hardly walk for shame; 
they all walked bent double. 

On the seventieth day a few creatures reached Aleppo. 
Out of the combined convoy of 18,000 souls just 150 
women and children reached their destination. A few 
of the rest, the most attractive, were still living as cap- 
tives of the Kurds and Turks; all the rest were dead. 

My only reason for relating such dreadful things as 
this is that, without the details, the English-speaking 
public cannot understand precisely what this nation 
is which we call Turkey. I have by no means told the 
most terrible details, for a complete narration of the 
sadistic orgies of which these Armenian men and wo- 
mm were the \'ictim3 can never be printed in an 
American publication. Whatever crimes the most per- 
verted instincts of the human mind can devise, and 
whatever refinements of persecution and injustice the 
most debased imagination can conceive, became the 
daily misfortunes of this devoted people. I am con- 
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6dent that the whole history ai the hinnan nee oaD* 
tains no such horrible episode as this. Hie great mas- 
sacres and persecutions erf the past seem afanost insigiii- 
ficant when compared with thesufferings of theAnneniaii 
race in 1915, The slau^ter of the Albigenses in the 
early part of the thirteenth century has always been 
regarded as one oS the most pitiful erents m histi^. In 
these outbursts d fanaticism about 60^000 pei^Ie were 
killed. In the massacre of St. Barth<Jomew about 
30,000 himian beings lost their lives. The Sicilian 
Vespen, which has always figured as one of the most 
fiendish outbursts oS this kind, caused the destructiim 
of 8,000. Volumes have been written about the Span- 
ish laquisition under Torqnemada, yet in the ei^teoi 
years of his administration only a little more than 8,000 
heretics were done to death. Ferii^M the cme event in 
history that most resembles the Armenian dqrarta- 
lions was the expulsion of the Jews from Spain by 
Ferdinand and Isabella. According to Frescott 160,000 
were uprooted fmn their homes and scattered broad- 
cast over Africa and Europe. Yet all these previous 
persecutions seem almost trivial when we ccxnpare 
them with the sufferings of the Armenians, in which 
at least 600,000 people were destroyed and perh^w 
as many as 1,000,000. And these earlier massacres, 
■when we compare them with the spirit that directed 
the Armenian atrocities, have one feature that we can 
almost. describe as an excuse: they were the product of 
religious fanaticism and most of the men and wcmioi 
who instigated them sincerely believed that they were 
devoutly serving their Maker. Undoubtedly religious 
fanaticism was ao impelling motive with the Turk- 
ish and Km'dish rabble who slew Armeniana as » 
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service to Allah, but the men who really conceived the 
crime had no such motive. Practically all of them were 
atheists, with no more respect for Mohammedaoisin 
than for Christianity, and with them the one motive 
was cold-blooded, calculating state policy. 

The Armenians are not the only subject people in 
Turkey which have suCFered from this policy of making 
Turkey exclusively the country of the Turks. The 
story which I have told about the Armenians I could 
also teU with certain modifications about the Greeks and 
the Syrians. Indeed the Greeks were the first victims 
of this nationalizing idea. I have already described 
how, in the few months preceding the Eutopeau War, 
the Ottoman GovCTnment began deporting its Greek 
subjects along the coast of Asia Minor. TTiese out- 
rages aroused littie interest in Europe or the United 
States, yet in the space of three or four montiia more 
than 100,000 Greeks were taken from their age-long 
homes in the Mediterranean littoral and removed to the 
Greek Islands and the interior. For the laiger part these 
were bona-fide deportations; that is, the Greek inhabi- 
tants were actually removed to new places and were not 
sobjected to wholesale massacre. It was probably for 
the reason that the civilized world did not protest against 
tiiese deportations that the Turks afterward decided to 
apply the same methods on a larger scale not only to the 
Greeks but to the Armenians, Syrians, Nestorians, 
and others of its subject peoples. In fact, Bedri Bey, 
the Prefect of Police at Constantinople, himself told one 
of my secretaries that the Turks had expelled the 
Greeks so successfully that they had decided to a.pp\y 
■ the same method to all the other races in the empire. 
The martyrdom of the Greeks, therefore, comprised 
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two periods: that antedating the war, and that which 
began in the early part of 1915. The first fleeted 
chiefly the Greeks on the seacoast of Asia Minor. The 
second affected those living in Thrace and in the 
territories surrounding the Sea of Marmora, the Dar- 
danelles, the Bosphorus, and the coast of the Black Sea. 
These latter, to the extent of several hundred thousand, 
vere sent to the interior of Asia Minor. The Turks 
adopted almost identically the same procedure agunst 
the GredEs as that which they had adopted against the 
Armenians. They began by incorporating the Greeks 
into the Ottoman army and then transforming them 
mto labour battalions, using them to build roads in the 
Caucasus and other scenes of action. These Greek 
soldiers, just like the Armenians, died by thousands 
from cold, hunger, and other privations, llie same 
house-to-house searches for hidden weapons took place 
in the Greek villages, and Greek men and women were 
beaten and tortured just as were their fellow Arme- 
nians. The Greeks had to submit to the same forced 
requisitions, which amounted in their case, as in the 
case of the Armenians, merely to plundering on a whole- 
sale scale. The Turks attempted to force the Gredc 
subjects to llecome Mohammedans; Greek girls, just 
like Armenian girls, were stolen and taken to Turkish 
harems and Greek boys were kidnaiq>ed and placed in 
Ilcslem households. The Greeks, just like the Arme- 
nians, were accused of disloyalty to the Ottoman Govern- 
ment; the Turks accused them of fumiahing supines to 
the English submarines in the Marmora and also of 
acting as spies. The Turks abo declared that the 
Greeks were not loyal to the Ottoman Government, 
and that th^ also look^ forward to the day when the 
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Greeks inside of Turkey would become part o( Greece. 
These latter chaises were unquestionably true; that the 
Greeks, after suffering for five centuries the most un- 
speakable outrages at the hands of the Turks, should 
look longingly to the day when their territory should be 
part of the fatherland, was to be expected. The Turks, 
as in the case of the Armenians, seized upon this as an 
excuse for a violent onslaught on the whole race. 
Everywhere the Greeks were gathered in groups and, 
under the so-called protection of Turkish gendarmes, 
they were transported, the larger part on foot, into the 
interior. Just how many were scattered in this fashion 
is not d^nitely known, the estimates varying anywhere 
from 200,000 up to 1,000J>00. These caravans suffered 
great privations, but they were not submitted to general 
massacre as were the Armenians, and this is probably 
the reason why the outside world has not heard so much 
about them. The Turks showed them this greater 
consideration not from any motive of pity. The 
Greeks, unlike the Armenians, bad a government which 
was vitally interested in their welfare. At this time 
there was a general apprehension among the Teutonic 
Allies that Greece would enter the war on the side of 
the Entente, and a wholesale massacre of Greeks in 
Asia Minor would unquestionably have produced such 
a state of mind in Greece that its pro-German king 
would have been unable longer to keep his country 
out of the war. It was only a matter of state policy, 
therefore, that saved these Greek subjects of Turkey 
from all the horrors that befell the Armenians. But 
their sufferings are still terrible, and constitute another 
chapter in the long story of crimes for which civilization 
will hold the Turk responsible. 



lized by Google 



CHAPTER XXV' 

TAL&AT TELLS WHT BE "DEPOBTS'* THE ABMENUXS 

ri* WAS some time before the story of the Armenian 
atrocities reached the American Embassy in all its 
horrible details. In January and February frag- 
mentary reports began to filter in, but the tendency was 
at first to regard them as mere manifestations of the 
disorders that had prevailed in the Armoiian pmviacea 
for many years. When the reports came from Urumis» 
both Enver and Talaat dismissed them as wild exag- 
gerations, and when, for the first time, we heard of the 
disturbances at Van, these Turkish officials declared 
that they were nothing more than a mob uprising whidi 
they would soon have under control. I now see, what 
was not apparent in those early months, that the 
Turkish Government was deteimined to keep the news, 
as long as possible, from the outside world. It was 
clearly the intention that Europe and America should 
hear of the annihilation of the Armenian race <»ily 
after that annihilation had been accomi^ished. As 
the country which the Turks particularly wished to 
ke^ in ignorance was the United States, they resorted 
to the most shameless prevaricaticms when discussiiigthe 
situation with myself and with my staff. 

In eariy April the authorities arrested about two 
hundred Armenians in Constantinoi^e and sent them 
into the interiw. Many of those who were then de- 
ported were educational and social leaders and moi yrbo 
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were piDmment in industry and in finance, I knew 
many of these men and therefore felt a personal interest 
in thrar misfortunes. But when I spoke to Talaat 
about their expulsion, he replied that the Government 
was acting in self-defense. The Armemans at Van, he 
said, had already shown their abilities as revolutionists; 
lie knew that these leaders in Constantinople were 
coiresponding with the Russians and he had every 
reason to fear that they would start 'an insurrection 
against the Central Government. The safest plan, 
therefore, was to send them to Angora and other interior 
towns. Talaat denied that this was part of any general 
concerted scheme to rid the city of its Armenian pecu- 
lation, and insisted that the Armenian mavises in Con- 
stantinople would not be disturbed. 

But soon the accounts from the interior became more 
specific and more disquieting. The withdrawal of the 
Allied fleet from the Dardanelles produced a distinct 
change in the atmosphere. Until then there were 
numerous indications that all was not going well in the 
Armenian provinces; when it at last became definitely 
established, however, that the traditional friends of 
Armenia, Great Britain, France, and Russia, could do 
nothing to help that suffering people, the mask b^an 
to disappear. In April I was suddenly deprived of the 
privil^e of using the cipher for communicating with 
American consuls. The most rigorous censorship 
dso was applied to letters. Such measures could 
mean only that things were happamig in Asia Minor 
which the authorities were determined to conceal. 
But they did not succeed. Though all sorts of in:q>edi- 
ments were plat^ to travelling, certain Americans^ 
chiefly missionaries, succeeded in getting through. 
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For hours they would sit in my office and, with tears 
streaming down their faces, they would tell me of the 
horrors through which they had passed. Many of these, 
both men and women, were almost broken in he^th 
from the scenes which they had witnessed. In many 
cases they brought me letters from American consuls, 
confinning the most dreadful of their narrations and 
adding many uaprintable details. The general pur- 
port of all these first-hand reports was that the utter 
depravity and fiendishness of the Turkish nature, al- 
ready sufficiently celebrated through the centuries, had 
now surpassed themselves. There was only one hope of 
saving nearly 2,000,000 people from massacre, starva- 
tion, and even worse, I was told — that was the morEiI 
power of the United States. These spokesmen of a 
condemned nation declared that, unless the American 
Ambassador could persuade the Turk to stay his de- 
stroying arm, the whole Armenian nation would dis- 
appear. It was not only American and Canadian 
missionaries who made this personal appeal. Several 
of their German associates begged me to intercede. 
These men imd women confirmed all the worst things 
which I had heard, and they, were unsparing in d^iotmc- 
ing their own fatherland. They did not conceal the 
humiliation which they felt, as Germans, in the fact that 
their own nation was allied with a people that could 
perpetrate such infamies, but they understood German 
policy well enough to know that Germany would not 
intercede. There was no use in expecting aid from the 
Kaiser, they said — ^America must stop the massacres, 
or they would go on. 

Tedmically, of course. I had no right to interfere. 
According to the cold-blooded legalities of the situation. 
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Tewing down buildingB at Van, deattoyed by the Turkish bombanlmeDt 
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INTERIOR OP THE ARMENIAN CHURCH AT DRPA 
Where many Armeniaiw were burned. The Armeni&ii Church was 
established in the fourth century; it is uid to be the oldest state Chriitiui 
church in 
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the treatment of Turkish subjects by the Turkish Gov- 
ernment was purely a domestic affair; unless it directly 
affected American lives and American interests, it was 
outside the concern of the American Government. 
When I first approached Talaat on the subject, he 
called my attention to this fact in no uncertain terms. 
This interview was one of the moat exciting which I had 
had up to that time. Two miasionaries had just called 
upon me, giving the full details of the frightful hap- 
penings at Konia. After listening to their stories, I 
could not restrain myself, and went immediately to the 
Sublime Forte. I saw at once that Talaat was in 
one of his most ferocious states of mind. For months 
he had been attempting to secure the release of one 
of his closest friends, Ayoub Sabri, and Zinnoun, who 
were held as prisoners by the English at Malta. His 
failure in this matter was a constant grievance and 
irritation ; he was ^ways talking about it, always making 
new suggestions for getting his friends back to Turkey, 
and always appealing to me for h^p. So furious did 
the Turkish Boss become when thinking about his 
absent friends that we usually referred to these manifes- 
tations as Talaat in his "Ayoub Sabri moods." This 
particular morning the IVCnister of the Interior was in 
one of his worst "Ayoub Sabri moods." Once more he 
had been working for the release of the exiles and once 
more he had failed. As usual, he attempted to preserve 
outer calm and courtesy to me, but his short, snappy 
phrases, his bull-dog rigidity, and his wrists, planted on 
the table, showed that it was an tmfavourable moment 
to stir him to any sense of pity or remorse. I first spcJce 
to him about a Canadian missionary. Dr. McNaughton, 
who was receiving harsh treatment in Asia MinOT. 
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"The man ia aa Engliab agent," he replied, "and we 
have the evidence for it." 

" Let me see it, " I asked. 

"Well do nothing for any Englishman or any 
Canadian," he replied, "until they release Ayoub and 
Zinnoun." 

"Bnt you promised to tibat English in the enq>loy 
o{ Americans as Americans," I replied. 

"That may be," rejoined the Minister, "but a 
promise is not made to be Irapt forever. I withdraw 
that promise now. There is a time limit on a promise." 

"Butif a promise is not binding, what is?" I asked. 

"A guarantee," Talaat answered quickly. 

This fine Turkish distincUcm had a c^tain meta- 
physical interest, but I had more practical mattes 
to discuss at that time. So X began to talk about the 
Armenians at Konia. I had hardly started when Talaat's 
attitude became even more belligerent. His eyes lighted 
up, he brought his jaws together, leaned over towurd 
me, and snapped out: 

"Are (^Americans?" 

The implications of this question were hardly dij^o- 
matic ; it was merely a way of telUng me that the matter 
was none of my business. In a moment Talaat said 
this in so many words. 

" Hie Armenians are not to be trusted," he said, "be- 
sides, what we do with them does not concern the 
United SUtes." 

I replied that I r^arded myself as the friend of the 
Armenians and was shocked at the way that they 
were being treated. But he shook his head and refused 
to discuss the matter. I atm that nothing could be 
gained by forcing the issue at that time. I spoke in 
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l>ehaU of another British subject who was not being 
treated propCTly. 

"He's English, isn't he?" answ»«d Talaat. "Then 
I shall do as I like with him! " 

"Eat him, if you wish!" I replied. 

"No," said Talaat, "he would go against my diges- 
tion." 

He was altogether in a reckless mood. "Qatt strafe 
England I" he shouted — using one of the few German 
phrases that he knew. "As to your Armenians, we 
don't give a rap for the future! We live only in the 
present! As to the English, I wish you would telegraph 
Washington that we shall not do a thing for them 
until they let out Ayoub Sabri and Zinnoun!" 

Then leaning over, he struck a pose, pressed his hand 
to his heart, and said, in English — X think this must 
have been almost all the English he knew: 

"Ayoub Sabri — he — my — bnidder!" 

Despite this I made another plea for Dr. McNaugh- 
ton. ' 

"He's not American," siud Talaat, "he's a Cana- 
dian." 

"It's almost the same thing, " I said. 

"Well," replied Talaat, "if I let him go, will you 
promise that the United States will annex Canada?" 

"I promise," said I, and we both laughed at this 
little joke. 

"Every time you come here," Talaat finally said, 
"you always steal something from me. AH right, you 
can have your McNaughton ! " 

Certainly this interview was not an encouraging be- 
ginning, so far as the Armeniens were concerned. 
But Talaat was not ^ways in an "Ayoub Sabri mood." 
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He went from one emotion to another as lightly as a 
child; I would find him fierce and unyielding one day, 
and uproariously good-natured and accommodating 
the next. Prudence indicated, therefore, that I should 
await one of his more congenial moments before ap- 
proaching him on the subject that aroitsed all the 
barbarity in hia nature. Such an opportxmity was 
soon presented. One day, soon after the interview 
chronicled above, I called on Talaat again. The first 
thing he did was to open his desk and pull out a hand- 
ful of yellow cablegrams, 

"Why don't you give this money to us?" he said, 
with a grin. 

"What money?" I asked. 

"Here ia a cablegram for you from America, sending 
you a lot of money for the Armenians. You ought not 
to use it that way; give it to ua Turks, we need it as 
badly as they do." 

"I have not received any such cablegram," I 
replied. 

"Oh, no, but you will," he answered. "I always 
get [all your cablegrams first, you know. After I 
have finished reading them I send them around to 
you." 

This statement was the literal truth. Every morn- 
ing all uncoded cablegrams received in Constantinople 
were forwarded to Talaat, who read them, before 
consenting to their being forwarded to their des- 
tinations. £ven the cablegrams of the ambassadors 
were apparently not exempt, though, of course, the 
ciphered messages were not interfered with. Ordina- 
rily I mi^t have protested against this infringement 
oi my rights, but Talaat's engaging frankness about 
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pilfering my correspondence and in even waving my 
ovn cablegrams in my face gave me an excellent open- 
ing to introduce the forbidden subject. 

But on this occasion, as on many others, Talaat 
was evasive and non-committal and showed much hos- 
tility to the interest which the American people were 
manifesting in the Armenians. He explained hia 
policy on the gromid that the Armenians were in con- 
stant correspondence with the Russians. T he definite 
convictionj ^ch these coDveraations left upon my m ind Cp\rijp J 
was that 'i^aJaat w as the most implacable^ ngmy-OLtbls *^ 

persecuted ^ race. "He gave me the impression." such 
IS the entry which I find in my diary on August 3d, 
" that Talaat is the one who desires to crush the poor 
Armeniuis." He told me that the Union and Progress 
Committee had carefully considered the matter in all 
its details and that the poUcy which was being pursued 
was that which they had oflScially adopted. He said 
that I must not get the idea that the deportations hod 
been decided upwn hastily; in reality, they were the 
result of prolonged and carrful deliberation. To my 
repeated appeals that he should show mercy to these 
people, he sometimes responded seriously, sometimes 
angrily, and sometimes flippantly. 

"Some day," he once sud, "I will come and discuss 
the whole Armenian subject with you," and then he 
added in a low tone in Turkish: 

"But that day will never come !" 

"Why are you so interested in the Armenians, any- 
way?" he said, on another occasion. "You are a Jew; 
these people are Christians. The Mohammedans and 
the Jews always get on harmoniously. We are treating 
the Jews here all right. What have you to complain 
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of? Why can't you let us do with these Christiaiu as 
we please?" 

I had frequently remaned that the Turks look upon 
practically every question as a personal matter, yet this 
point of view rather stunned me. However, it was a 
complete revelation of Turkish mentality; the fact that, 
above all considerations of race and religion, there are 
such things as humanity and civilization, never for a 
moment enters their mind. They can understand a 
Christian fighting for a Christian and a Jew fighting 
for a Jew, but such abstractions as justice and decency 
form no part of their conception (^ things. 

"You don't seem to realize," I rq)lied, "that I am not 
here as a Jew but as American Ambassador. My 
country contfuns something more than 07,000,000 
Christians and something less than 3,000,000 Jews. 
So, at least in my ambassadorial capadty, I am 97 
per cent. Christian. But after all, that is not the 
point. I do not appeal to you in the name of any 
race or any religion, but merely as a human being. 
You have ti^d me many times that you want to make 
Turkey a part of the modem progressive world. The 
way you are treating the Armenians will not help you 
to realize that ambition; it puts you in the class of 
backward, reactionary peoples." 

"We treat the Americans all right, too,*' said Talaat. 
"I don't see why you should complun." 
I* "But Americans are outraged by your persecutions 
oi the Armenians," I rephed. "You must base your 
prindples on humanitarianism, not racial discrimina- 
ti(m, or the United States will not r^ard you as a friend 
and an equal. And you should understand the great 
changes that are taking place among Christians all 
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over the world. They are forgetting thdr differences 
and &11 sects are commg together as one. You look 
down on American missionaries, but don't forget that 
it is the best element in America that supports their 
reli^us work, as well as their educational instituticms. 
Americans are not mere materialists, always chasing 
money — they are broadly humanitarian, and interested 
in the spread of justice and dvilization throughout 
the world. After this war is ove? you will face a new 
situation. You say that, if victorious, you can defy 
the world, but you are wrong. You will have to meet 
public opinion everywhere, espedally in the United 
States. Our people will never foi^et these massacres. 
They will always resent [the wholesale destruction of 
Christians in Turkey. They will look upon it as nothing 
but wilful miu^er and will seriously condemn all the 
men who are responsible for it. You will not be able 
to protect yourself under your political status and 
say that you acted as Minister of the Interior and not 
as Talaat. You are defying all ideas of justice as 
we understand the term in our country." 

Strangdy enough, these remarks did not offend 
Talaat, but they did not shake his determination. I 
might as well have been tidking to a stone wall. From 
my abstractions he immediately came down to some- 
thing definite. 

"These people," he said, "reused to disum when 
we told them to. They opposed us at Van and at 
Zeitoun, and they helped the Russians. There is 
only one way in which we can defend ourselves against 
them in the future, and that is just to deport them." 

"Suppose a few Armenians did betray you," I said. 
"Is that a reason for destroying a whole race? Is that 
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an excuse for making innocent women and children 
suffer?" 

" Those things are inevitable," he replied. 

This remark to me was not quite so illuminating as 
one which Talaat made subsequently to a reporter of the 
Berliner Tag^aU, who asked him the same question. 
"We have been reproached," he said, according to 
this interviewer, "for making no distinction between 
the innocent Armenians and the guilty; but that was 
utterly inqmssible, in view of the fact that those who 
were innocent to-day might be guilty to-moirow" ! 

One reason why Talaat could not discuss this matter 
with me freely, was because the member of the embassy 
staff who did the interpreting was himself an Armenian. 
In the early part of August, therefore, he sent a personal 
messenger to me, asking if I could not see him 
alone — he said that he himself would provide the in- 
terpreter. This was the first time that Talaat had 
admitted that his treatment of the Armenians was a 
matter with which I had any concern. The interview 
took place two days afterward. It so lu^pened that 
since the last time I had visited Talaat I had shaved 
my beard. As soon aa I came in the burly Minister 
bqptn talking in his customary bantering fashion. 

"You have become a young man agfun," he said; 
"you are so jroimg now that I cannot go to you for 
advice any more." 

"I have shaved my beard." I replied, "because it 
had become very gray — made gray by your treatment 
of the Armenians." 

After this exchange of compliments we settled down 
to the business in hand. " I have asked you to come 
to-day," began Talaat> "so that I can e^^kun our 
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THOSE WHO FELL BY THE WAYSIDE 

Soenea like this vere common all over the Armeman prDTinces. in tlie 
spring and summer rnontha of 1S15. Death la its several forms — massacn^ 
starvation, exhaustion- — destroyed the larger part at the refugees. Tlw 
Turkish policy was that of extermination under the guise of dqxMlation 
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position on the whole Armenian subject. We base 
our objectionfi to the Anneniaoa on three distinct 
grounds. In the first place, they have enriched them- 
selves at the expense of the Turks. In the second 
place, they are determined to domineer over us and to 
establish a separate state. In the third place, they 
have openly encouraged our raemies. They have 
assisted the Russians in the Caucasus and our failure 
there is largely explained by their actions. We have 
therefore come to the irrevocable decision that we shall 
make them powerless before this war is ended." 

On every one of these points I had plenty of aigu- 
ments in rebuttal. TeJaat's first objection was 
merely an admission that the Armenians were more 
industrious and more able than the dull-witted and 
lazy Turks. Massacre as a means of destroying busi- 
ness competition was certainly an original conception! 
His general charge that the Armenians were "con- 
spiring" against Turkey and that they openly sym- 
pathized with Turkey's enemies merely meant, when 
reduced to its original elements, that the Armenians 
were constantly appealing to the European Powers to 
protect them against robbery, murder, and outrage. 
The Armenian problem, like most race problems, was 
the result of centuries of ill-treatment and injustice. 
There could be only one solution for it, the creation of 
an orderly system of government, in which all citizens 
were to be treated upon an equality, and in which all 
offenses were to be punished as the acts of individuals 
and not as of peoples. I argued for a long time along 
these and simUar lines. 

"It is no use for you to ai^e," Talaat answered, 
"we have already disposed of three quarters of the 
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Armenians; there are none at all left in Bitfis, Van, and 
Erzeroum. The hatred between the Turits and the 
Armenians is now so intense that we have got to 
finish with them. If we dtsi't, they wiU plan thev 
revenge." 

"If you are not influenced by humane considoa- 
tions," I replied, "think of the material loss. These 
people are your business men. They coatroi many of 
your industries. They are very large tax-payos. What 
would become of you commercially without them?" 

"We care nothing about the commocia] loss," re- 
plied Tala&t. "We have figured all that out and we 
know that it will not exceed five million pounds. We 
don't worry about that. I have a^ed you to come 
here so as to let you know that our Armenian policy 
is absolutely fixed and that nothing can change it. We 
wiU not have the Armenians anywhere in Anatcdia. 
They can live in the desert but nowhere else." 

I still attempted to persuade Talaat that the treat- 
ment of the Armenians was destroying Turkey in the 
eyes of the world, and that his country would never be 
able to recover from this infamy. 

"You are making a terrible mistake," I said, and I 
repeated the statement three times. 

"Yes, we may make mistakes," he repUed, "but" 
— and he firmly closed his lips and shook his head — 
I* we never r^ret." 

I had many talks with Talaat on the Armenians, but 
I never succeeded in moving him to the slightest d^ree. 
He always came back to the points which he had made in 
this interview. He was very willing to grant any 
request I nutde in behalf of the Americana or even 
of the French and Englbh, but I could obtain nt 
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gaieral concessions for the Armenians. He seemed to 
me always to have the deepest personal feeling in this 
matter, and his antagonism to the Arm^ans seemed to 
iucrease as their sufferings increased. One day, dis- 
cussing a particular Armenian, I told Talaat that he 
was mistaken in r^arding this man as an enemy of the 
Turks ; that in reality he was their friend. 

"No Armenian," replied Talaat, "can be our friend 
after what we have done to them." 

One day Talaat made what was perhaps the most 
astonishing request I had ever heard. The New York 
life Insurance Company and the Equitable Life of 
New York had for years done considerable business 
among the Armenians. The extent to which this people 
insured their lives was merely another indication of their 
thrifty habits. 

"I wish," Talaat now said, "that you would get the 
American life insurance companies to send us a com- 
plete list of ihax Armenian poUcy holders. They are 
practically all dead now and have left no hdrs to 
collect the money. It of course all escheats to the 
State. The Government is the beneficiary now. Will 
you do so? " 

This was almost too much, and I lost my temper. 

"You will get no such list from me," I said, and I 
got up and left him. 

One other episode involving the Armenians stirred 
Talaat to one of his most ferocious moods. In the 
latter part of September, Mrs. Morgenthau left for 
America. The sufferings of the Armenians had greatly 
preyed upon her mind and she really left for home be- 
cause she could not any longer endure to live in such a 
country. But she determined to make one last in- 
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tercesaion for thia poor people on hst oim account. 
Her way home took her through Bulgaria, and she had 
received an intimation that Queen Eleaoor of that 
country would be glad to receive her. Perhaps it was 
Mrs. Morgoithau's well-known interest in social work 
that led to this iavitation. Queen Eleanor was a 
high-minded woman, who had ted a sad and lonely 
existence, and who was spending most of her time 
attempting to improve the ctmdition of the poor in 
Bulgaria. She knew all about social work in Am^- 
can cities, and, a few years before, she had made all 
her plans to visit the United States in ord^ to study 
our settlements at first hand. At the time of Mrs. 
Moi^entbau's visit the Queen had two American 
nurses from the Henry Street Settlement of New York 
instructing a group of Bulgarian girls in the methods ol 
the American Bed Cross. 

My wife was mainly interested in visiting the Queoi 
in order that, as one woman to another, she might make 
a plea for the Armenians. At that time the question 
of Bulgaria's entrance into the war had reached a 
critical stage, and Turkey was prepared to make con- 
cessions to gain her as an ally. It was therefore a pro- 
pitious moment to make such an appeal. 

The Queen received Mrs. Morgenthau informally, 
and my wife spent about an hour telling her all about 
the Armenians. Most of what she said was entirdy 
new to the Queen. Little had yet appeared in tfae 
European press on thb subject, and Queen Eleanor 
was precisely the kind of woman from whom the truth 
would be concealed as long as possible. Mre. Mor- 
genthau gave her all the facts about the treatment at 
Armenian women and children and asked her to inter- 
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cede in their behalf. She even weait so far as to sug- 
gest that it would be a terrible thing if Bulgaria, which 
in the past had herself suffered such atrocities at the 
huids of the Turks, should now become their allies in 
war. Queen Eleanor was greatly moved. She thanked 
my wife for telling her these truths and said that she 
would investigate immediately and see if something 
could not be done. 

Just as Mrs. Morgenthau was getting ready to leave 
she saw the Duke of Mecklenburg standing near 
the door. The Duke was in Sofia at that time attempt- 
ing to arrange for Bulgaria's participation in the war. 
The Queen introduced him to Mrs. Morgenthau; His 
Highness was poUte, but his air was rather cold and 
injured. His whole manner, particularly the stem 
glances which he cast on Mrs. Moigenthau, showed that 
he had heard a considerable part of the conversation. 
As he was exerting all his efforts to bring Bulgaria in on 
Germany's side, it is not surprising that he did not 
relish the plea which Mrs. Moi^enthau was making 
to the Queen that Bulgaria should not ally herself 
with Turkey. 

Queen Eleanor immediately interested herself in 
the Armenian cause, and, as a result, the Bulgarian 
Minister to Turkey was instructed to protest against 
the atrocities. This protest accomplished nothing, 
but it did arouse Talaat's momentary wrath against 
the American Ambassador. A few days afterward, 
when routine business called me to the Sublime Porte, 
I found him in an exceedingly ugly humour. He 
answered most of my questions savagely and in mono- 
syllables, and I was afterward told that Mrs. Moigen- 
thau's intercession with the Queen had put him into 
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this mood. In a few days, however, he was as good- 
natured as ever, for Bulgaria had taken sides with 
Turkey. 

Talaat's attitude toward the Armenians was summed 
up in the proud boast which he made to his frioids: 
"I have accomplished more toward solving the Armeoian 
problem in three [months than Abdul Hamid accom- 
plished in thirty years!" 



D.n.iized by Google 



CHAPTER XXVI 

SNTEB PASHA DISCUBSBS THE AHUENIANS 

ALL this time I was bringing pressure upon 
/-% Enver also. The Minister of War, as I have 
-^ -"■ already indicated, was a different type of man 
from Talaat. He concealed his real feelings much 
more successfully; he was usually suave, cold-blooded, 
and scrupulously polite. And at first he was by no 
means so callous as Talaat in discussing the Armenians. 
He dismissed the early stories as wild exaggerations, 
declared that the troubles at Van were merely ordinary 
warfare, and attempted to quiet my fears that the 
wholesale annihilation of the Armenians had been 
decided on. Yet all the time that Enver was attempt- 
ing to deceive me, he was making open admissions to 
other people — a fact of which I was aware. In par- 
ticular he made no attempt to conceal the real situa- 
tion from Dr. Lepsius, a representative of German 
missionary interests. Dr. Lepsius was a high-minded 
Christian gentleman. He bad been all through the 
Armenian massacres of 1895, and he had raised con- 
siderable sums of money to build orphanages for 
Armenian children who had lost their parents at that 
time. He came again in 1915 to investigate the 
Armenian situation in behalf of German missionary 
interests. He asked for the privilege of inspecting the 
reports of Amwican consuls and I granted it. These 
documrats, supplemented by other information which 

MS 
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Dr.'L^psius obtained, largely from German missionaries 
in the interior, left no doubt in his mind as to the 
policy of the Turks. His feelings were aroused chiefly 
against hb own government. He expressed to me 
the humiliation which he felt, as a Gennan, that the 
Turks should set about to exterminate thdr Chris- 
tian subjects, while Germany, which called itself a 
Christian coimtry, was making no endeavours to pre- 
vent it. From him Enver scarcely concealed the offidal 
purpose. Dr. Lepsius was simply staggered by his 
frankness, for Enver told him in so many words that 
they at last had an opportunity to rid themselves of 
the Armenians and that they proposed to use it. 

By this time Enver had become more frank with 
me — the circumstantial reports which I possessed made 
it usel^s for him to attempt to conceal the true situa- 
tion further — and we had many long and animated 
discussions on the subject. One of these I recall with 
particular vividness. I notified Enver that I intended 
to take up the matter in detail and he laid aside enough 
time to go over the whole situation. 

"The Armenians had a fair warning," Enver b^an> 
"of what would happen to them in case they joined our 
enemies. Three months ago I sent for the Armenian 
Patriarch and I told him that it the Armenians at- 
tempted to start a revolution or to assist the Russians, 
I would be unable to prevent mischief from happening 
to them. My warning produced no effect and the 
Armenians started a revolution and helped the Rus- 
sians. You know what happened at Van. They 
obtained control <^ the city, used bombs against 
government buildings, and killed a large number o£ 
Moslems. We knew that they were planning up- 
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risings in oliier places. You must understand that 
we are now fighting for our lives at the Dardanelles 
and that we are sacrificing thousands of men. ^^Vhile 
-we are engaged in such a struggle as this, we cannot 
permit people in our own coimtry to attack us in the 
back. We have got to prevent this no matter what 
means we have to resort to. It is absolutely true that 
I am not opposed to the Armenians as a people. 
I have the greatest admiration for their intelligence 
and industry, and I should like nothing better than to 
see them become a real part of our nation. But if 
they ally themselves with our enemies, as they did in 
the Van district, they will have to be destroyed. I 
have taken pains to see that no injustice is done; only 
recently I gave orders to have three Armenians who 
had been deported returned to their homes, when I 
foimd that they were innocent. Russia, France, Great 
Britain, and America are doing the Armenians no 
kindness by sympathizing with and encouraging 
them. I know what such encouragement means to a 
people who are inclined to revolution. When our 
Union and Progress Party attacked Abdul Hamid, we 
received all oiu' moral encouragement from the out- 
side world. This encouragement was of great help to 
us and had much to do with oui success. It mi^^t 
similarly now help the Armcaiians and their revolution- 
ary programme. I am sure that if these outside 
countries did not encourage them, they would give up 
all their efforts to oppose the present government and 
become law-abiding citizens. ' We now have this 
coimtry in our absolute control and we can easily 
revenge ourselves on any revolutionists." 
, "After all," I said, "suppose what you say is true* 
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why not punish the guilty? IVhy sacrifice a whole 
race for the alleged crimes of individuals?" 

"Your point is all right during peace times," re- 
plied Enver. "We can then use Platonic means to 
quiet Armenians and Greeks, but in time of war we 
cannot investigate and n^otiate. We must act 
promptly and with determination. I also think that 
the Armenians are making a mistake in depending 
upon the Russians. The Russians really would rather 
see them killed than alive. They are as great a danger 
to the Russians as they are to us. If they should 
form an independent government in Turicey, the 
Armenians in Russia would attempt to form an inde- 
pendent government there. The Armenians have also 
be^i guilty of massacres; in the entire district around 
Van only 30,000 Turks escaped, all the rest were 
mimlered by the Armenians and Kurds. I attempted 
to protect the non-combatants at the Caucasus; I 
gave orders that they should not be injured, but I 
found that the situation was beyond my control. 
There are about 70,000 Armenians in Constantinople 
and they will not be molested, except those who are 
Dashnaguists and those who are plotting against the 
Turks. However, I think you can ease your mind on 
the whole subject as there wiU be no more massacres of 
Armenians." 

I did not take seriously Enver's concluding state- 
ment. At the time that he was speaking, massacres 
and deportations were taking place all over the Arme- 
nian provinces and they went on almost without inter- 
ruption for several months. 

As soon as the reports reached the United States 
the question of relief became a pressing one. In the 
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latter part of July. I heard that there were 5,000 
Annoiians from Zeitoun and Sultani^ who were receiv- 
ing no food whatever. I spoke about them to Enver, 
who positively declared that they would receive proper 
food. He did not receive favourably any suggestion 
that American representatives should go to that part of 
tile country and assist and care for the exiles. 

"For any American to do this," he said, "would 
encourage all Armeoians and make further trouble. 
There are twenty-eight million people in Turkey and one 
million Armenians, and we do not propose to have one 
million disturb the peace of the rest of the population. 
The great trouble with the Arm^iians is that they are 
separatists. They are determined to have a king- 
dom of their own, and they have allowed themselves 
to be fooled by the Russians. Because they have 
relied upon the friendship of the Russians, they have 
helped them m this war. We are determined that they 
shall behave just as Turks do. You must remember that 
when we stated this revolution in Turkey there were 
only two hundred of us. With these few followers we 
were able to deceive the Sultan and the public, who 
thought that we were immensely more numerous and 
powerful than we were. We really prevailed upon 
him and the public through our sheer audacity, and in 
this way we established the Constitution. It is our own 
experience with revolutions which makes us fear the 
Armenians. If two hundred .Turks could overturn 
the Government, then a few hundred bright, educated 
Armenians could do the same thing. We have there- 
fore deliberately adopted the plan of scattering them 
so that they can do us no harm. As I told you once 
before, I warned the Armenian Patriarch that if the 
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AnDenians attacked us while we were engaged in a 
foreign war, that we Turks would hit back and that 
we would hit back indiscriminately." 

Enver always resented any suggestion that American 
missionaries or other friends of the Armenians should 
go to hdp or comfort them. 

"They show altogether too much sympathy for 
them," he said over and over again. 

I had suggested that particular Americans should go 
to Tarsus and Marsovan. 

"If they should go there, I am afraid that the local 
people in those cities would become angry and th^ 
would be inclined to start some disturbance which 
might create an incident. It is better for the Armen- 
ians themsdves, ther^ore, that the American mission- 
aries should keep away from them." 

"But you are ruining the country economically," 
I said at another time, mRViTig the same point that I 
had made to Talaat. And he answered it in almost 
the same words, thus showing that the subject had 
been completely canvassed by the ruling powers. 

"Eomomic considerations are of no importance at 
thb time. The only important thing is to win. Iliat's 
the only thing we have on our mind. If we wto, every- 
thing will be all right; if we lose, everything will be all 
wrong anyhow. Oiu- situation is desperate, I admit 
it, and we are fighting as desperate men fight. We are 
not going to let the Armenians attack us in the rear.'* 

The question of relief to the starving Armenians 
became every week a more pressing one, but Enver still 
insisted that Americans should keep away from the 
Armenian provinces. 

"How can we furnish bread to the Anna 
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Ebtct declared, " when we can't get enough for our own 
people? I know that they are sufFering and that it is 
quite likely that they cannot get bread at all this 
coming winter. But we have the utmost difficulty 
in getting flour and clothing right here in Constanti- 
nople." 

I said that I had the money and that American 
missionaries were anxious to go and use it for the bene- 
fit of the refugees. 

"We don't want the Americans to feed the Armen- 
ians," be flatly replied. "That is one of the worst 
things that could happen to them, I have already 
said that it is their belief that they have friends in 
other countries which leads them to oppose the Goran- 
m^it and so brings down upon them all their miseries. 
If you Americans b^in to distribute food and clothing 
among them, they will then think that they have 
powerful friends in the United States. This will 
encourage them to rebellion again and then we shall 
have to punish them still more. If you will give such 
money as you have received to the Turks, we shall see 
that it is used for the benefit of the Armenians." 

Euver made this proposal with a straight face, and 
he made it not only on this occasion but on several 
others. At the very moment that Enver suggested 
this mechanism of rehef , the Turkish gendarmes and the 
Turkish officials were not only robbing the Armenians of 
all th^ household possessions, of all their food and 
all their money, but they were even stripping women 
of th«r last shreds of clothing and prodding their 
naked bodies with bayonets as th^ staggered across the 
burning desert And the Minister of War now pro- 
posed that we give our American mon^ to these same 



lized by Google 



350 AMBASSADOR MORGENTHAITS STORY 

guardians of the law for distribution among thor 
cfaaiges ! However, I had to be tactful. 

"If you or other heads of the GoTemment would 
become personally responsible for the distribution," 
I said, "of course we would be glad to entrust the 
money to you. But naturally you would not expect 
us to give this money to the men who have been 
kiHi'ng the Armenians and outraging their women." 

But Enver returned to his main point. 

"They must never know," he said, "that they have 
a friend in the United States. That would absolutely 
ruin them! It is far better that they starve, and in 
saying this I am really thinking of the welfare of the 
Armenians themselves. If they can only be convinced 
that they have no friends in other countries, then they 
will settle down, recognize that Turkey is thar only 
refuge, and become quiet citizens. Your country is 
doing them no kindness by constantly showing your 
sympathy. You are merely drawing upon them greater 
hardships." 

In other words, the more money which the Americans 
sent to feed the Armenians, the more Armenians Tur- 
key intended to massacre! Enver's logic was fairly 
maddening; yet he did relent at the end and permit me 
to help the sufferers through certain missionaries. In 
all oiu* discussions he made this hypocritical plea that 
he was really a friend of this distracted nation and 
that even the severity of the measures which he had 
adopted was mercy in disguise. Since Enver always 
asserted that he wished to treat the Armenians with 
justice — in this his attitude to me was quite diffo-ent 
from that of Talaat, who openly acknowledged his 
determination to deport them — I went to the pains 
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(rf , pr^aring an elaborate plan for bettering their 
conditicm. I suggested that, if he wished to be just, 
he should protect the innocent refugees and lessen this 
suffering as much as possible, and that for that purpose 
he should appoint a special committee of Armenians 
to assist him and send a capable Armenian, such as 
Oskan EfFendi, formerly Minister of Posts and Tele- 
gr^hs, to study conditions and submit suggestions for 
remedying the existing evils. Enver did not approve 
either of my proposals; as to the first, he said that his 
colleagues would misunderstand it, and, as to Oskan, 
he said that he admired him for his good work while he 
had been in the Cabinet and had backed him in his 
severity toward the inefficient officials, yet he could 
not trust him because he was a member of the Armenian 
Dashnaguist Society. 

In another talk with Enver I began by suggesting 
that the Central Govemmmt was probably not to 
blame for the massacres. I thought that this would 
not be displeasing to him. 

"Of course I know that the Cabinet would never 
order such terrible things as have taken place," I said. 
"You and Talaat and the rest of the Committee can 
hardly be held responsible. Undoubtedly your su- 
bordinates have gone much further than you have ever 
intended. 1 realize that it is not always easy to con- 
trol your underlings." 

Enver straightened up at once. I saw that my 
remarks, far from smoothing the way to a quiet and 
friendly discussion, had greatly offended him. Z had 
intimated that things could happen in Turkey for 
which he and his associates were not responsible. 

"You are greatly mistaken," he said. "We have this 
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country absolutely under our control. I have no 
desire to shift the blame on to our underlings and I am 
entirdy willing to accept the responsibility myself for 
everything that has taken place. The Cabinet itself 
has ordered the deportations. I am convinced that 
we are completely justified in doing this owing to the 
hostOe attitude aS the Anneaiians toward the Otto- 
man Government, but we are the real rulers of Turk^, 
and no underling would dare proceed in a matter of 
this kind without our orders." 

Enver tried to mitigate the barbarity of his general 
attitude by showing mercy in particular instances. 
I made no progress in my efforts to atop fht programme 
of wholesale massacre, but I did save a few Armenians 
from death. One day I received word from the Ameri- 
can Consul at Smyrna that seven Armenians had been 
sentenced to be hanged. These men had been accused 
of committing some rather vague political offense in 
1900; yet neitiier Rahmi Bey, the Governor (reneral of 
Smyrna, nor the Military Commander believed that 
they were guilty. Whai the order for execution 
reached Smyrna these authorities wired Constantinople 
that imder the Ottoman law the accused had the right 
to appeal for clemency to the Sultan. The answer 
which was returned to this communication well illus- 
trated the extent to which the rights of the Armeniuis 
were r^arded at that time: 

"Tedmically, you are right; hang them first and send 
the petition for pardon afterward." 

I visited Enver in the interest of these men on 
Bairam, which ia the greatest Mohammedan religious 
festival; it is the day that succeeds Ramazan, their 
month of fasting. Bairam has one feature in common 
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vitfa Cbiistmaa, for on that day it is customary for 
Mohanunedans to exchange small presents, usually 
sweets. So after the usual remarks of felicitation, I 
studtoEnver: 

"To-day is Bairam and you haven't sent me any 
- present yet." 

Enver laughed. 

"What do you want? Shall I send you a box of ctm- 
dies?" 

"Oh, no," I answered, "I am not so cheap as that. 
I want the pardon of the seven Armenians whom the 
court-martial has condemned at Smyrna." 

The proposition apparently struck Enver as very 



"That's a funny way of asking for a pardon," he 
said. "However, since you put it that way, I can't 
refuse." 

He immediately sent for his aide and tel^^aphed 
to Smyrna, setting the men free. 

Thus fortuitously is justice administered and dedsion 
involving human lives made in Turkey. Nothing 
could make dearer the slight estimation in which the 
Turks hold life, and the slight extent to which principle 
controls their conduct Enver spared these men not 
because he had the slightest interest in their cases, 
but simply as a personal favour to me and largely be- 
cause of the whimsical manner in which I had asked 
it. In all my talks on the Armenians the Minister of 
War treated the whole matter more or less casually; 
he covid discuss the fate of a race in a parenthesis, 
and refer to the massacre of children as nonchalantly 
as we would speak of the weather. 

One day Enver asked me to ride with him in the 
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Belgrade forest. As I was losing no opportunities 
to influence him, I accepted this iavitation. We 
autoed to Buyukdere, where four attendants with 
horses met us. In our ride through the beautiful forest, 
Enver became rather more commumcative in his 
conversation than ever before. He spoke affectionately 
of his father and mother; when they were married, he 
said, his father had be«i sixteen and his mother only 
eleven, fuid he himself had been bom when his mother 
was fifteen. In talking of bis wife, the Imperial 
Princess, he disclosed a much softer side to his nature 
than I had hitherto seen. He spoke of the dignity with 
wbicb she graced his home, regretted that Mbhamme- 
dan ideas of propriety prohibited her from entering 
social life, but expressed a wish that she and Mrs. 
Morgenthau could meet. He was then furnishing a 
beautiful new palace on the Bosphonis; when this was 
finished, he said, the Princess would invite my wife to 
breakfast. Just then we were passing the house and 
grounds of Senator Abraham Pasha, a very rich Armen- 
ian. This man had been an intimate friend of the 
Sultan Abdul Aziz, and, since in Turkey a man inherits 
his father's friends as wdl as his property, the Crown 
Prince of Turkey, a son of Abdul Aziz, made weekly 
visits to this distinguished Senator. As we passed 
through the park, Enver noticed with disgust that 
woodmen were cutting down trees and stopped them. 
When I heard afterward that the Minister of War had 
bought this park, I imderstood one of the reasons for 
his anger. Since Abraham Pasha was an Armenian, 
this gave me an opportunity to open the subject again. 
I spoke to him of the terrible treatment from which 
the Armenian women were suffering. 
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"You said that you wanted to protect women and 
(^dren," I remarked, "but I know that your orders 
are not being carried out." 

"Those stories can't be true," he said. "I cannot 
conceive that a Turkish soldier would ill-treat a woman 
who ia with child." 

Perhaps, if Enver could have read the circumstantial 
reports which were then lying in the archives of the i 
American Embassy, he might have changed his mind. 

Shifting the conversation once more, he asked me 
about my saddle, which was the well-known "General 
McCIellan" t^^. Enver tried it and liked it so much 
that he afterward borrowed it, had one made exactly like 
it for himself — even including the number in one comer — 
and adopted it for one of his regiments. He told 
me of the railroads which he was then building in 
Palestine, said how well the Cabinet was working, and 
pointed out that there were great opportimities in 
Turkey now for real-estate speculation. He even sug- 
gested that he and I join hands in buying land that 
was sure to rise in value! But I insisted in talking 
about the Armenians. However, I made no more 
progress than before. 

" We shall not permit them to cluster in places where 
they can plot mischief and help our enemies. So we 
are going to give them new quarters." 

This ride was so successful, from Enver's point of 
view, that we took another a few days afterward, and 
this time Talaat and Dr. Gates, the President of Robert 
College, accompanied us. Enver and I rode ahead, 
while our companions brought up the rear. These 
Turkish officials are exceedingly jealous of their pre- 
rogatives, and, since the Minister of War is the ranking 
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member of the Cabinet, Enver indsted on keeping a 
decorous interval between ourselres and ihe other pair 
of horsemen. I was somewhat amused by this, f<» I 
knew that Talaat was the more powerful politician; yet 
he accepted the discrimination and only once did he 
permit his horse to pass Enver and myself. At this 
violation of the proprieties, Enver showed his dis- 
pleasure, whereat Talaat paused, reined up his horse, 
and passed submissively to the rear. 

"I was merely showing Dr. Gates the gait (rf my 
horse," he said, with an apologetic dr. 

But I was interested in more important matters 
than such fine distinctions in offidal etiquette; I was 
determined to talk about the Armenians. But agun 
I failed to make any progress. Enver found more 
interesting subjects of discussion. 

He began to talk of his horses, and now another inci- 
dent illustrated the mercurial quality of the Turkisfa 
mind — the readiness with which a Turk passes from 
acts of monstrous criminality to acts of individual 
kindness. Enver said that the horse races would take 
place soon and r^retted that he had no jockey. 

"1*11 give you an En^ish jodtey," I said. "Will 
you make a bargainP He is a prisoner of war; if he 
wins will you give htm his freedom? " 

"I'U doit," said Enver. 

This man, ^ose name was Fields, actually entered 
the races as Enver's jockey, and came in third. He 
rode for his freedom, as Mr, Fhilip said I Since he 
did not come in first, the Minuter was not obliged, 
by the terms of his agreement, to let him return to 
En^and, but Enver stretched a point and gave him his 
liberty. 
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On titis same ride Enver gave me an exhibition of 
liis skill as a marksman. 

At one point in the road I suddenly heard a pistol 
shot ring out in the air. It was Enver's aide practising 
on a near-by object. Immediately Enver dismounted, 
whipped out his revolver, and, thrusting his ann out 
rigidly and horizontally, he took aim. 

"Do you see that twig on that tree?" he a^ed 
me. It was about thirty feet away. 

When I nodded, Enver fired — and the twig dropped 
to the ground. 

The rapidity with which Env^ could whip his weapon 
out of his pocket, aim, and ahoot, gave me one con- 
vincing explanation for the influence which he exer- 
cised with the piratical crew that was then ruling Tur^ 
key. There were plenty of stories floating around that 
Enver did not hesitate to use this method of suasioa 
at certain critical moments of his career; how true 
these anecdotes were I do not know, but I can cer- 
tainly testify to the high character of his marksmanship. 

Talaat also began to amuse himself in the same 
way, and finally the two statesmen started shooting in 
competition and bdiaving as gaily and as carefree as 
boys let out trf school. 

"Have you one of your cards with you?" asked 
Enver. He requested that I pin it to a tree, which 
stood about fifty feet away. 

Enver then fired first. His hand was steady; his 
eye went straight to the mark, and the bullet hit the 
card directly in the centre. This success rather 
nettled Talaat. He took aim, but his rough hand and 
wrist shook slightly — he was not an athlete like his 
younger, wiry, and straight-backed associate. Sev- 
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eral times Talaat hit around the edges of the card, but 
he could not duplicate Enver's skill. 

"If it had been a man I was firing at," said the bull^ 
Turk, jumping on his horse again, "I would have hit 
bim several times." 

So ended my attempts to interest the two most power- 
ful Turks of their day in the fate of one of the most 
valuable elements in their empire ! 

I have already said that Said Halim, the Grand 
Vizier, was not an influential personage. Nominally, 
his office was the most important in the empire; 
actually, the Grand Vixier was a mere place-warmer, 
and Talaat and Enver controlled the present incum- 
bent, precisely as they controlled the Sultan himself. 
Technically the unbassadors should have conducted 
their negotiations with Said Halim, for he was Minister 
for Foreign Affairs; I early discovered, however, that 
nothing could be accomplished this way, and, though I 
still made my Monday calls as a matter of courtesyi I 
preferred to deal directly with the men who had the 
leal power to decide ail matters. In order that I might 
not be accused of neglecting any means of influendng 
the Ottoman Government, I brought the Armenian 
question several times to the Grand Vizier's attention. 
As he was not a Turk, but an EgypUan, and a mui of 
education and breeding, it seemed not unlikely that he 
might have a somewhat different attitude toward 
the subject peoples. But I was wrong. The Grand 
Vizier was just as hostile to the Armenians as Talaat 
and Enver. I soon found that merely mentioning the 
subject irritated him greatly. Evidently he did not 
care to have his el^ant ease interfered with by such 
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disagreeable and unimportant subjects.' The Grand 
Vizier showed his attitude when the Greek Charg^ 
d* Affaires spoke to him about the persecutions of the 
Greeks. Said H^im said that such manifestations did 
the Greeks more harm than good. •- 

"We shall do with them just the opposite from what 
we are asked to do," said the Grand Vizier. 

To my ai^wals the nominid chief minister was 
hardly more statesmanlike. I had the disagreeable 
task of sending him, in behalf of the British, French, 
and Russian governments, a notification that these 
Powers would hold personally responsible for the 
Armenian atrocities the men who were then directmg 
Ottoman affairs. This meant, of course, that in the 
event of Allied success, they would treat the Grand 
Vizier, Talaat, Enver, Djemal and their companions 
as ordinary murderers. As I came into the room to 
discuss this somewhat embarrassing message with this 
member of the royal house of Egypt, he sat there, 
as usual, nervously filtering his beads, and not in a 
particularly genial frame of mind. He at once spoke 
of this telegram; his face flushed with anger, and he 
began a long diatribe against the whole Armenian race. 
He declared that the ArmMiian "rebels" had killed 
120,000 Turks at Van. This and other of his state- , 
ments were so absurd that I found myself spiritedly 
defending the persecuted race, and this aroused the 
Grand Vizier's wrath still further, and, switching 
from the Armenians, he began to abuse my own country, 
making the usual charge that our sympathy with the 
Armenians was largely responsible for all their troubles. 

Soon after this interview Said Halim ceased to be 
Minister for Foreign Affairs; his successor was Halil 
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Bey, irbo for levenl yean had been Speaker of the 
Turkish Parliament. Halil was a very different tgpe of 
man. He was mudi more tactful, mudi nic»« intdE- 
gmt* and much more influential in Tuikiah affairs. He 
was also a smooth and oily conTorsationalist, good 
matured and fat, and by no means so kist to all decent 
sentiments as most Turidsh politicians of the time. 
It was generally reported that Halil did not ^[xove 
the Armenian proceedings, yet his oflSdal position 
compelled him to accept them and even, as I now dis- 
covered, to defend them. Soon after obtaining his 
Cabinet post, Halil called upon me and made a some- 
what rambling explanation of the Armenian atrodties. 
I had already had experiences with several o£Scial 
attitudes toward the persecutions; Talaat had be«i 
bloodthirsty and ferocious* Enver subtly calculating, 
while the Grand Vizier had been tesfy. Halfl now 
regarded the elimination of this race with the utmost 
good humour. Not a single aspect of the proceeding, 
not even the unkindest things I could say conoeming 
it, disturbed his equanimity in the least. He began 
by admitting that nothing could palliate these mas- 
sacres, but, he added that, in order to understand 
them, there were certain facts that I should keep in 
mind. 

"I agree that the Government has m&de serious 
mistakes in the treatment of the Armenians," said 
Halil, "but the harm has already been done. TVhat 
can we do about it now? Still, if there are any errors 
we can correct, we should correct them. I deplore as 
mudi as you the excesses and violations which have 
been committed. I wish to present to you the view 
of the Sublime Porte; I admit that this is no justifioaF 
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titm, but I think there are extenuating circumstances 
that you should take into consideration bd!ore judg- 
ment is passed upon the Ottoman Government." 

And then, like all the others, he went back to the 
happenings at Van, the desire of the Annenians for 
indq>endence. and the help which they had given the 
Russians. I had heard it ail many times before. 

"I told Vartkes" (an Armenian deputy who, like 
many other Armenian leaders, was af terwfird murdered) , 
"that, if his people really aspired to an independent 
existence, they dould wait for a propitious moment. 
Feriu^ the Russians might defeat the Turkish troops 
and occupy all the Armenian provinces. Then I could 
understand that the Armenians might want to set up 
foB themselves. Why not wait, I told Vartkes, until 
such a fortunate time had arrived? I warned him 
that we would not let the Armenians jump on our 
backs, and tliat, if they did engage in hostile acts 
against our troops, we would dispose of all Armenians 
who were in the rear of our army, and that our method 
would be to send them to a safe distance in the south. 
Enver, as you know, gave a similar warning to the 
'Armenian Patriarch. But in spite of these friendly 
warnings, they started a revolution." 

I asked about methods of relief, and told him that 
already twenty thousand pounds ($100,000) had 
reached me from America. 

"It is the business of the Ottoman Government,'* 
he blandly answered, "to see that these people are 
settled, housed, and fed until they can support them- 
selves. The Government will naturally do its duty I 
Besides, the twenty thousand pounds that you have Is 
in reality nothing at all." 
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"That is true," I answered, "it is only a b^inning, 
but I am sure tbat I can get all the money we need." 

"It is the opinion t^ Enver Pasha," he replied, "that 
no foreigners should help the Armenians. I do not 
say that his reasons .are right or wrong. I merely 
give them to you as they are. Enver says that the 
Armenians are idealists, and that the moment foreigners 
approadi and help them, they will be encouraged in 
their national aspirations. He is utterly determined 
to cut forever all relations between the Armenians and 
foreigners." 

"Is this Enver's way of atoj^ing any further action 
on their part? " I asked. 

Halil smiled most good-naturedly at this someidiat 
pointed question and answered : 

"The Armenians have no furth^ means of action 
whatever!" 

Since not far from 500,000 Armenians had been killed 
by this time, Haiti's genial retort certainly had one 
virtue which most of his other statements in this inter- 
view had lacked — ^it was the truth. 

"How many Armenians in the southern provinces 
are in need of help? " I asked. 

"I do not know; I would not give you even an ^>- 
.proximate figure." 

"Are there several hundred thousand?" 

"I should think so," Halil admitted, "but I cannot 
say how many hundred thousand." 

"A great many suffered," he added, "simply because 
Enver could not spare troops to defend them. Some 
r^ular troops did accompany them and these behaved 
very well; forty even lost their lives def aiding the 
Armenians. But we had to withdraw most of the 
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gendarmes for service in the axmy and put in a new 
lot to accompany the Armenians. It is true that these 
gendarmes committed many deplorable excesses." 

"A great many Turks do not approve these meas- 
ures," I said. 

"I do not deny it," replied the ever-accommodating 
Halil, as he bowed himself out. 

Enver, Halil, and the rest were ever insistent on the 
point which they constantly raised, that no foreigners 
should furnish relief to the Armenians. A few days 
after this visit the Under-Secretary of State called at 
the American Embassy. He came to deliver to me a 
message from Djemal to Enver. Djemal, who then had 
jurisdiction over the Christians in Syria, was much 
annoyed at the interest which the American consuls 
were displaying in the Armenians. He now asked me 
to order these officials "to stop busying themselves in 
Armenian affairs." Djemal could not distinguish 
between the innocent and the guilty, this messenger 
said, andso he had to punish them all! Some time after- 
ward Halil complained to me that the American 
consuls were sending facts about the Armenians to 
America and that the Grovoimient insisted that they 
should be stopped. 

As a matter of fact, I was myself sending most of 
this information — and I did not atop. 
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CHAPTER XXVn 

"l SHALL DO NOTHINQ FOR TBE ABHEOnANS" 
SATS THE GERMAN AMBABSAIXIR 

I SUPPOSE that there is no phase of the Armenian 
question which has aroused more interest than this: 
Had the Gennans any part in it? To vrhtA extent 
was the Kaiser responsible for the iHiolesale slaughter 
of this nation? Did the Germans favour it, did they 
merely acquiesce, or did they oppose the persecutiottsP 
Germany, in the last four years, has become responsi- 
ble for many of the blackest pages in history; is she 
responsible for this, unquestionably the bladcest t^ 
all? 

I presume most people will detect in the remarics of 
these Turkish chieftains certain resemblances to the 
German philosophy of war. Let me repeat particiilar 
j^irases used by Enver and other Turks wiiile discuss- 
ing the Armenian massacres: "The Armenians Have 
brought this fate upon themselves." "They had a fair 
wammg of what would happen to them." "We were 
fighting for our national existence." "We were justified 
in resorting to any means that would accomplish these 
ends." "We have no time to separate the innocent 
from the guilty." " The only thing we have on our mind 
is to win the war." 

These phrases somehow have a familiar ring, do they 
not? Indeed, I might rewrite all these interviews with 
Enver, use the word Belgium in place of Armenia, put 
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tiie words in a German general's mouth instead of 
Bnver's, and we should have almost a complete ex- 
position of the German attitude toward subject 
peoples. But the teachings of the Prussians go deeper 
tjian this. There was one feature about the Armenian 
proceedings that was new — that was not Turkish at 
all. For centuries the Turks have ill-treated their 
Armenians and all their other subject peoples with 
inconceivable barbarity. Yet their methods have 
always been crude, clumsy, and unscientific. They 
excelled in beating out an Armenian's brcins with a 
club, and this unpleasant illustration is a perfect 
indication of the rough and primitive methods which 
they applied to the Armenian problem. Hiey have 
understood the uses of murder, but not of murder aa a 
fine art. But the Armenian proceedings of 1915 and 
1916 evidenced an entirely new mentality. This new 
conception was that of deportation. The Turks, in 
five hundred years, had invented innumerable ways of 
physically torturing their Christian subjects, yet never 
before had it occurred to their minds to move them 
bodily from their homes, where they had lived for many 
thousands of years, and send them hundreds of miles 
away into the desert. Where did the Turks get this 
idea? I have already described how, in 1914, just 
before the European War, the Government moved not 
far from 100,000 Greeks from their age-long homes 
along the Asiatic littoral to certain islands in the 
iEgean. I have also said that Admiral Usedom, one 
of the big German naval experts in Turkey, told me that 
the Germans had suggested this deportation t» th< 
Turks. But the all-important point is that this Idea of 
deporting peoples en masse h, in modem times, ex- 
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cluflively Gemumic. Any one who reads the Ut^^tme 
of Fan-Germany constantly meets it. These enthu- 
siasts for a German world have deliberately planned, 
as part of their programme, the ousting of the F^en<^ 
from certain parts of France, of Belgians from Belgium, 
of Poles from Poland, of Slavs from Russia, and other 
indigenous peoples from the territories which they have 
inhabited for thousands of years, and the establish- 
moit in the vacated lands of solid, honest Germans. 
But it is hardly necessary to show that the G^ermaos 
have advocated this as a state policy; they have actu- 
ally been doing it in the last four years. They have 
moved we do not know how many thousands of Belgians 
and French from their native land. Austria-Hungary 
has lulled a large part of the Serbian population and 
moved thousands of Serbian children into her own 
territories, intending to bring them up as loyal sub- 
jects of the empire. To what d^pree this movem«it 
of populations has taken place we shall not know until 
the end ol the war, but it has certiunly gone cm ^- 
tensively. 

Certain German writers have even advocated the 
application of this policy to the Armenians. Accord- 
ing to the Paris Temps, Paul Rohrbach "in a con- 
ference held at Berlin, some time ago, reconuneaided 
that Armenia should be evacuated of the Armenians. 
They should be dispersed in the direction of Mesopo- 
tamia and their places should be taken by Turks, in 
such a fashion that Armenia should be freed ol all 
Rusdan influence and that Mesopotamia might be 
provided with fanners which it now tacked" The 
purpose of all this was evident enough. Germany was 
building the Bagdad railroad across the Mesopotamian 
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desert. This was an essential detail in the achieve- 
ment of the great new German Empire, extending from 
Hambu^ to the Persian Gulf. But this railroad could 
never succeed unless there should devdop a thrifty and 
industrious population to feed it. The lazy Turk 
would never become such a colonist. But the Armen- 
ian was made of just the kind of stuff which this enter- 
prise needed. It was entirely in accordance with the 
Grerman conception of statesmanship to seize these 
people in the lands where they had lived for ages and 
transport them violently to this dreary, hot desert. 
The mere fact that they had always lived in a temper- 
ate climate would furnish no impediment in Pan- 
German eyes. I found that Germany had been sowing 
those ideas broadcast for several years; I even found 
that German savants had been lecturing on this sub- 
ject in the East. "I remember attending a lee:. re 
by a well-known German professor," an Armenian 
tells me. "His main point was that throughout their 
history the Turks had made a great mistake in being too 
merciful toward the non-Turkish population. The only 
way to insure the prosperity of the empire, according to 
this speaker, was to act without any sentimentality 
toward all the subject nationalities and races in Turkey 
who did not fall in with the plana of the Turks." 

The Pan-Germanists are oo record in the matter 
of Armenia. I shall content myself with quoting the 
words of the author of "Mittel-Europa," Friedrich 
Naumann, perhaps the ablest propagator of Fan- 
German ideas. In his work on Asia, Naumann, who 
started life as a Christian clet^n^ntan, deals in con- 
siderable detail with the Armenian massacres of 
1895-96. I need only quote a few passages to show the 
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attitude of German state polity on such infamies: 
"If we should take into consideration merely Mhe 
violent massacre of from 80,000 to 100,000 Armenians." 
writes Naumann, "we can come to but one o[Hni(Hi — 
we must absolutely condenm with all anger and v^em- 
ence both the assassins and their instigators. "Hiey 
have perpetrated the most abominable massacres upon 
masses of people, more numerous and worse than those 
inflicted by Charlemagne on the Saxons. The tor- 
tures which Lepsius has described surpass tmything we 
have ever known. 'What then prohibits us from falling 
upon the Turic and saying to him: 'Get thee gone, 
wretch!'? Only one thing prohibits us, for the Turk 
answers : 'I, too, I fight for my existence ! ' — and indeed, 
we believe him. We believe, despite the indignation 
which the bloody Mohammedan barbarism arouses 
in us, that the TuiIls are defending themselves legiti- 
mately, and before anything else we see in the Anne- 
nian question and Armenian massacres a matter of 
internal Turkish policy, merely an episode of the agony 
through which a great empire is passing, which does 
not propose to let itself die without making a last 
attenq>t to save itself by bloodshed. All the great 
powers, excepting Germany, have adopted a policy 
which aims to upset the actual state of affairs in Tur- 
key. In accordance with this, they demand for the 
subject peoples of Turkey the rights of man, or of 
humanity, or of civilization, or of political liberty — 
in a word, something that will make them the equaU 
of the Turks. But just as little as the ancient Roman 
despotic state could tolerate the Naaarene's religion, 
just as little can the Turkish Empire, whidi is really 
the political successor of the eastern Roman Empire, 
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tolerate any representation of western free Chris- 
tianity among its subjects. The danger for Turkey in 
the Armenian question is one of extinction. For this 
reason she resorts to an act of a barbarous Asiatic 
state; she has destroyed the Armenians to such an 
extent that they will not be able to manifest themselvea 
as a political force for a considerable period. A hor- 
rible act, certainly, an act of political despair, shameful 
in its details, but still a piece of political history, in 
the Asiatic manner. ... In spite of the dis- 
pleasure which the German Christian feels at these 
accomplished facts, he has nothing to do except quietly 
to heal the wounds so far as he can, and then to let 
matters take their course. For a long time our policy 
in the Orient has been determined: we belong to the 
group that protects Turkey, that is the fact by whidi 
we must T^ulate our conduct. . . . We do not 
prohibit any zealous Christian from caring for the 
victims of these horrible crimes, from bringing up 
the children and nursing the adults. May Clod bless 
these good acts like all other acts of faith. Only 
we must take care that deeds of charity do not take 
the form of political acts which are likely to thwart 
our German policy. The internationalist, he who be- 
kings to the English school of thought, may march 
with the Armenians. The nationalist, he who does 
not intend to sacrifice the futtu% of Germany to Eng- 
land, must, on questions of external polity, follow the 
path marked out by Bismarck, even if it is merdless 
in its sentiments. . . . Natbnal policy: that is 
the profound moral reason why we must, as statesmen, 
show ourselves indifferent to the sufferings of the 
Christian peoples of Turkey, however painful that 
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may be to our human feelings. . . . That is 
our doty, which we must recognize and confess before 
God and before man. If for this reason we now 
maintain the existence of the Turkish state, we do it 
in our own self-interest, because what we have in 
mind is our great future. ... On one side lie onr 
duties as a nation, on the other our duties as men. 
There are times, when, in a conflict of duties, we can 
choose a middle ground. That is all ri^t from a 
human standpoint, but rarely right in a moral sense. 
In this instance, as in all analogous situations, we must 
clearly know on which side lies the greatest and most 
' important moral duty. Once we have made sucii a 
' choice we must not hesitate. William II has chosen. 
He has become the friend of the Sultan, because he is 
thinking of a greater, independent Germany." 

Such was the German state philosophy as applied 
to the Armenians, and I had the opportunity of observ- 
ing German practice as well. As soon as the early 
reports reached Constantinople, it occurred to me that 
the most feasible way of stopping the outrages would be 
for the diplomatic representatives of all countries 
to make a joint appeal to the Ottoman Government. 
I approached Wangenheim on this subject in the latter 
part of March. GQs antipathy to the Armenians be- 
came immediately apparent. He began denoundng 
them in unmeasured terms; like Tala&t and Enver, he 
afFected to regard the Van episode as an unprovoked 
rebellion, and, in his eyes, as in theirs, the Arm«iians 
were simply traitorous vermin. 

"I will help the Zionists," he said, thinking that this 
remuk would be personally pleasing to me, "but I 
shall do nothing whatever for the Armenians." 
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Wangenheim pretended to regard the Armenian ques- 
tion as a matter that chiefly affected the United States. 
My constant intercession in their behalf apparently 
created the impression, in his Germanic mind, that any 
mercy shown this people would be a concession to the 
American Government. And at that moment he was 
not disposed to do anything that would please the 
American people. 

"The United States is apparently the only country 
that takes much interest in the Armenians," he said. 
"Your missionaries are their friends and your people 
have constituted themselves their guardians. The 
whole question of helping them is therefore an Ameri* 
can matter. How, then, can you expect me to do any- 
thing as long as the United States is selling ammuni- 
tion to the enemies of Germany? Mr. Bryan has just 
published his note, saying that It would be unneutral 
not to sell munitions to England and France. As 
long aa your government maintains that attitude we 
can do nothing for the Armenians." 

Probably no one except a German logician would 
ever have detected any relation between our sale of 
war materials to the Allies and Turkey's attacks upon 
himdreds of thousands of Armenian women and diil- 
dren. But that was about as much progress as I 
made with Wangenheim at that time. I spoke to him 
frequently, but he invariably offset my pleas for mercy 
to ihe Armenians by references to the use of American 
shells at the Dardanelles. A coolness sprang up be- 
tween us soon afterward, the result of my refusal to 
give him "credit" for having stopped the deportation 
of French and British civilians to the Gallipoli pen- 
insula. After our somewhat tart conversation over 
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the tel«{^one, when he had asked me to telegraph 
Washington that he had not k^zed the Turics in 
this matter, our visits to each other ceased for several 
wedca. 

There were certain influential Germans in Con- 
stantinople who did not accept Wangenh^m's point 
of view. I have already referred to Paul Weitz, for 
thirty years the correspondent of the FrankfurUr 
ZeUung, who probably knew more about affairs in the 
Near East than any other German. Althou^ Wan- 
genheim constantly looked to Weitz tor information, 
he did not always take his advice. Wdtz did not 
Boc^t the orthodox imperial attitude toward Armenia, 
for he beheved that Germany's refusal effectively to 
intervene was doing his fatherland everlasting injury. 
W^tz was constantly presoiting this view to Wan- 
genheim, but he made little prepress. Weitz told me 
about this himself, in January, 1916, a few weeks be- 
fore I left Turicey. I quote his own words oo this sub- 
ject: 

"I remember that you told me at the b^inning," 
said Weitz, "what a mistake Germany was wiAi^g in 
the Armenian matters. I agreed with you p^ectly. 
But when I urged this view upon Wangenheim, be 
threw me twice out of the rooml" 

Another German who was opposed to the atnxdties 
was Neurath, the Conseiller of the German Embassy. 
.His indignation reached such a point that his language 
to Talaat and Enver became almost undiplomatic. 
He told me, however, that he had failed to influence 
them. 

'"Hiey are immovable and are determined to pursue 
their presoit course," Neurath said. . 
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Of course no Germans could make much impression 
on the Turkish Govenunait as long as the German 
Ambassador refused to interfere. And, as time went 
on, it became more and more evident that Wangen- 
heim had no desire to stop the d^wrtations. He ap- 
par^itly wished, however, to reestablish friendly 
relations with me, and soon sent third parties to ask 
why I never came to see him. I do not know how long 
this estrangement would have lasted had not a great 
personal affliction befallen him. In June, Lieutenant 
Colonel Leipzig, the German Military Attach^, died 
under the most tra^c and mysterious circumstances in 
the railroad station at Lule Bouigas. He was killed by 
a revolver shot; one story said that the weapon had been 
accidentally discharged, another that the Colonel had 
committed suicide, still another that the Turks had 
assassinated hin^ mistaking hitn for Liman von San- 
ders. Leipzig was one of Wangenheim's intimate 
frieada; as young men they had been officers in the 
same regiment, and at Constantinople they were almost 
inseparable. I immediately called on the Ambassador 
to express my condolences. I found him very d«jected 
and careworn. He told me that he had heart trouble, 
that he was almost exhausted, and that he had applied 
for a few weeks' leave of absence. I knew that it was 
not only his comrade's death that was preying upon 
Wangenheim's mind. German missionaries were flood- 
ing Germany with reports about the Armenians and 
calling upon the Government to stop the massacres. 
Yet, overburdened and nervous as Wangenheim was 
this day, be gave many signs that he was still the 
same unyielding German militarist. A few days after- 
ward, when he returned my visit, he asked: 
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"Where's Kitchener's army? 

"We are wiUing to surrender Belgium now," he 
went on. "Geraumy intends to build an enormous 
fleet of submarines with great cruising radius. In the 
next war, we shall therefore be able completely to 
blockade England, So we do not need Belgium for its 
submarine bases. We shall give her back to the Bel- 
gians, taking the Congo in exchange." 

I then made another plea in behalf of the persecuted 
Christians. Again we discussed this subject at lemgth. 

"The Armenians," said Wangenheim, "have shown 
themselves in this war to be enemies c^ the Turks. 
It is quite apparent that the two peoples can never 
live together in the same coimtry. The Americans 
should move some of them to the United States, and 
we G^mans will send some to Poland and in their 
place send Jewish Poles to the Armenian provinces — 
that is, if they will promise to drop their Zionist 
schemes." 

Again, although I spoke with unusual earnestness, 
the Ambassador refused to help the Armoiians. 

Still, on July 4th, Wangenheim did present a fonnal 
note of protest. He did not talk to Talaat or Enver, 
the only men who had any authority, but to the 
Grand Vizier, who was merdy a shadow. The inci- 
dent had precisely the same character as his }m>- 
forma protest against sending the French and British 
civilians down to Gallipoli, to serve as tugets for the 
Allied fleet. Its only purpose was to put Germans 
officially on record. Probably the hypocrisy of this 
protest was more apparent to me than to others, for, 
at the very moment when Wangenheim presented this 
so-called protest, he was giving me the reasons why 
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Germany could not take really effective steps to end 
the massacres. Soon after tliis interview, Wangen- 
heim received his leave and went to Germany. 

Callo us as Wangenheim showed himself to be, he 
was not quite so implac able toward the Armenians as 
the German naval attach^ in Constantinople, Humann. 
This person was generally r^arded as a man of great 
influence; his position in Constantinople corresponded 
to that of Boy-Ed in the* United States. A German 
diplomat once told me that Humann was more of a 
Turic than Bnver or Talaat. Despite this reputation 
I attempted to enlist his influence. I appeided to him 
particularly because he was a friend of Enver, and was 
generally looked upon as an important connecting link 
between the German Embassy and the Turkish military 
authorities. Humann was a personal emissary of the 
Kaiser, in constant communication with Berlin and 
undoubtedly he reflected the attitude of the ruling 
powers in Germany. He discussed the Armenian prob- 
lem with the utmost frankness and brutality. 

"I have lived in Turkey the larger, part of my life," 
he told me, "and I know the Armenians, I also know 
that both Armeniaus and Turks cannot live together 
in this country. One of these races has got to go. 
And I don't blame the Turks for what they are doing 
to the Armenians. I think that they are entirely 
justified. The weaker nation must succumb. The 
Armenians desire to dismember Turkey; they are 
against the Turks and the Germans in this war, and 
they therefore have no right to exist here. I also 
think that Wangenheim went altogether too far 
in making a protest; at least I would not have done 
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I expressed my horror at such sentuneots, but Hu- 
msnn went on abusing the Annenian people and ab- 
solving the Turks from all blame. 

"It is a matter c^ safety." be replied; "the TuHes 
have got to protect themselves, and, from this point of 
view, they are entirely justified in what they are doing. 
Why, we found 7,000 guns at Kadikeuy whidi be< 
longed to the Armenians. At first Enver wanted to 
treat the Armenians with the utmost moderation, and 
four months ago he insisted that they be given another 
opportunity to demonstrate their loyalty. But after 
what they did at Van, he had to yield to the anny, 
which bad been insisting all ^oog that it should protect 
its rear. The Committee decided upon the dq>orta- 
tions and Enver reluctantly agreed. AH Armenians 
are working for the destruction of Turkey's power — 
and the only thing to do is to deport them. Enver is 
really a very kind-hearted man; he is incapable per- 
sonally of hurting a fly! But when it comes to de- 
fending an idea in which he believes, he will do it fear- 
lessly and recklessly. Moreover, the Young Turks 
have to get rid of the Armenians merely as a mattor of 
self-protection. The Committee is strong only in 
Constantinople and a few other large cities. Every- 
where else the people are strongly 'Old Turk'. And 
these old Turks are all fanatics. These Old Turks 
are not in favour of the present government, and so 
the Committee has to do everything in their power to 
protect themselves. But don't think that any harm 
will come to other Christians. Any Turk can easily 
pidk out three Armenians among a thousand Turks f 

Humann was not the only important German who 
expressed this latter sentiment. Intimations b^an 
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to reach me from many sources that my "meddling" 
ia behalf of the Armenians was making me more and 
more unpopular in German officialdom. One day in 
Ocrtober, Neurath, the German Conseiller, called and 
showed me a tel^ram which he had just received from 
the German Foreign Office. This contained the in- 
formation that Earl Crewe and Earl Cromer had spoken 
on the Armenians in the House of Lords, had laid the 
responsibility for the massacres upon the Grermana, and 
had declared that they had received their infonnation 
from an American witness. The telegram also referred 
to BQ article in the Westminster Gazette, which said 
that the German consuls at certain places had insti- 
gated and even led the attacks, and particularly men- 
tioned Resler of Aleppo. Neurath said that his 
government had directed him to obtain a denial of 
these charges from the American Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople. I refused to make such a denial, saying 
that I did not feel called upon to decide officially 
whether Turkey or Germany was to blame for these 
crimes. 

Yet everywhere in diplomatic drcles there seemed 
to be a conviction that the American Ambassador was 
responsible for the wide publicity which the Armenian 
massacres were receiving in Europe and the United 
States. I have no hesitation in saying that th^ were 
right about this. In December, my son, Henry Mor- 
genthau, Jr., paid a visit to the Gallipoli peninsula, 
where he was entertained by General Lhnan von 
Sanders and other German officers. He had hardly 
stepped into German headquarters when an officer 
came up to him and said: 

"Those are very interesting artides on the Armenian 
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question which your father is writing in the American 
newsp^;>ers." 

"My father has been writing do articles." my son 
replied. 

"Oh," said this officer, "just because his name im't 
signed to them doesn't mean that he is not writing 
them I" 

Von Sanders also spoke on this subject. 

"Your father is making a great mistake," he said, 
"giving out the facts about what the Turks are doing 
to the Armenians. That really is not his business." 

As hints of this kind made no impression on me, the 
Germans evidently decided to resort to threats. In 
the early autumn, a Dr. Nossig arrived in Constanti- 
nople from Berlin. Dr. Nossig was a German Jew, 
and came to Turicey evidently to work against the 
Zionists. After he had talked with me for a few min- 
utes, describing his Jewish activities, I soon discovered 
that he was a German political agent. He came to see 
me twice; the first time his talk was somewhat indefi- 
nite, the purpose of the call apparently being to make 
my acquaintance and insinuate himself into my good 
graces. The second time, after ^Uscoursing vaguely 
on several topics, he came directly to the point. He 
drew his chair close up to me and began to talk in 
the most friendly and confidential manner. 

"Mr. Ambassador," he said, "we are both Jews and 
I want to speak to you as one Jew to another. I hope 
you will not be offended if I presume upon this to give 
you a litUe advice. You are very active in the interest 
of the Armenians and I do not think you realize how 
very unpopular you are becoming, for this reason, with 
the authorities here. In fact, I think that I ought to 
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tell you that the Turkish Govenunent .is contemplate 
ing asking for your recall. Your protests for the Armen- 
ians will be useless. The Germans will not interfere for 
tliem and you are just spoiling your opporttmity for 
usefulness and running the risk that your career will 
end ignominiously." 

"Are you giving me this advice/* I asked, "because 
you have a real interest in my personal welfare?" 

"Certainly," he answered; "all of us Jews are proud 
of what you have done and we would hate to see your 
career end disastrously." 

"Then you go back to the German Embassy,'* I 
said, "and tell Wangenheim what I say — ^to go ijiead 
and have me recalled. If I am to suffer martyrdom, I 
can think of no better cause in which to be sacrificed. 
In fact, I would welcome it, for I cMi think of no greater 
honour than to be recalled because I, a Jew, have been 
exerting all my powers to save the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of Christians." 

Dr. Nossig hurriedly left my office and I have never 
seen him since. When next I met Enver I told him 
that there were rumours that the Ottoman Government 
was about to ask for my recall. He was very emphatic 
in denouncii^ the whole story as a falsehood. "We 
would not be guilty of making such a ridiculous mis- 
take," he said. So there was not the slightest doubt 
that this attempt to intimidate me had been hatched 
at the German Embassy. 

Wangenheim returned to Constantinople in early 
October. I was shocked at the changes that had taken 
place in the man. As I wrote in my diary, "he locked 
the perfect picture of Wotan." His face was almost 
fxmstantly twitching; he wore a black cover over his 
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right eye. and he seemed unusuallj nervous and 6^ 
pressed. He told me that he had obtained little rest; 
that he had been obliged to spoid most of his time in 
Berlin attending to business. A few days after his 
return I met him on my way to Haskeuy; he said tliat 
he was going to the American Embassy and together 
we walked bade to it. I had been recently told by 
Talaat that he intended to deport all the Armeniana who 
were left in Turkey and this statement had induced me 
to make a final plea to the one man in Constantinople 
who had the power to end the horrors. I took Wan- 
genheim up to the second floor of the Embassy, where 
we could be entirely alone and Uiuntemipted, and 
there, for more than an hour, sitting together over the 
tea table, we had our last conversation on this subject. 

"Berlin tel^raphs me," he said, "that your Secre- 
tary of State tells them that you say that more Armen- 
ians than ever have been massacred since Bulgaria 
has come in on our side." 

"No, I did not cable that," I replied. "I admit 
that I have sent a large amount of information to Wa^- 
ington. I have sent copies of every report and every 
statement to the State Department. They are safdy 
lodged there, and whatever happens to me, the evidence 
is complete, and the American people are not dependent 
on my oral report for their information. But this 
particular statement you make is not quite accurate. 
I merely informed Mr. Lansing that any influence 
Bulgaria might exert to stop the massacres has been 
lost, now that she has become Turkey's ally." 

We again discussed the deportations. 

"Germany is not responsible for this," Wangenheim 
said. 
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"You can assert that to the end of time," I replied/ 
"but nobody will believe it. The worid will always 
hold Germany responsible; the guilt of these crimes irill 
be your inheritance forever. I know that you have 
jBled a paper protest. But what does that amount to? 
You know better tiuui I do that such a protest will have 
no effect. I do not daim that Gennany is responsiblfi 
for these massacres in the sense that she instigated 
them. But she is responsible in the sense that she had the 
power to stop them and did not use it. And it is not 
only America and yoiur present en^nies that will hoM 
you responsible. The German people will some day 
call your government to account. You are a ChrisUan 
people and the time will oome when Germans will 
realize that you have let a Mohammedan people de- 
stroy another Christian nation. How foolish is your 
protest that I am sending information to my State 
Department. Do you suppose that you can keep secret 
sudt hellish atrocities as these? Don't get such a 
silly, ostrich-like thought as that— don't think that 
by ignoring them yourselves, you can get the rest of 
the world to do so. Crimes like these cry to heaven. 
Do you think I could know about things like thb and 
not report them to my government? And don't forget 
that German missionaries, as weU as American, are 
sending me information about the Armenians." 

"All that you say may be true," replied the Grerman 
Ambassador, "but the big problem that confronla iu it 
to win Aia mar. Turkey has settled with her foreign 
enemies; she has done that at the Dardanelles and at 
Gallipoli. She is now trying to aetUe her internal 
affairs. Tltey still greatly fear that the Capitulations 
will again be forced upon than. Before they are again 
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put under this Testraint, they intend to have their in- 
ternal problems in such shape that there w0 be little 
chance of any interference from .foreign nations. Ta- 
laat has told me that he is determined to complete this 
tadE before peace is declared. In the future they don't 
intend that the Russians shall be iu a position to aa^ 
that they have a right to intervene about Armenian 
matters because there are a large number of Armenians 
in Russia who are affected by the troubles of their co- 
religionists in Turkey. Giers used to be doing this all 
the time and the Turks do not intend that any ambas- 
sador from Russia or from any other oountiy shall 
have such an opportunity in the future. The Armm- 
ians anyway are a very poor lot. You come in contact 
in Constaotioople with Armenians of the educated 
classes, and you get your impressions about them from 
these men, but all the Armenians are not of that type. 
Yet I admit that they have been treated terrfl>ly. I 
Bent a man to make investigations and he reported that 
the -mx^ outrages have not been committed by Turk- 
ish offidals but by brigands." 

Wangenheim again suggested that the Armemans 
be taken to the United States, and once more I gave 
him the reasons why this would be impracticable. 

"Never mind all these considerations." I said. 
"Let us disregard everything — military necessity, state 
policy, and all else — and let us look upon this simply as 
a human problem. Remembv that most of the people 
whoare being treated in this way are old moi, old women, 
and helpless children. Why can't you, as a human 
being, see that these people are permitted to Uve?" 

"At the presmt stage of internal affairs in Turkey," 
Wangenheim replied, "I shall not intervene." 
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I saw that it was useless to discuss the matter 
further. He was a man who was devoid of sympathy 
and human pity, and I turned from him in disgust. 
Wangenheim rose to leave. As he did so he gave a 
gasp, and his l^s suddenly shot from under him. I 
jumped and caught the man just as he was falling. For a 
minute he seemed utterly dazed; he looked at me in a 
bewildered way, then suddenly collected himself and 
r^ained his poise. I took the Ambassador by the arm, 
piloted him down stairs, and put him into his auto. 
By tills time he had apparently recovered from his 
dizzy spell and he reached home safdy. Two days 
afterward, while sitting at his dinner table, he had a 
stroke of apoplexy; he was carried upstairs to his bed, 
but he never regained consciousness. On October 24th> 
I was officially informed that Wangenheim was dead. 
And thus my last recollection of Wangenheim is that 
of the Ambassador as he sat in my office in the Amer- 
ican Embassy, absolutdy refusing to exert any in- 
fluence to prevent the massacre of a nation. He was the 
one man, and his government was the one government, 
that could have stopped these crimes, but, as Wan- 
genheim told me many times, *'owr one aim ia to win 
this war" 

A few days afterward official TuriEcy and the diplo- 
matic force paid their last tribute to this perfect 
embodimoit of the Prussian system. The funeral 
was held in the garden of the German Embassy at 
Pera. The indosure was filled with flowers. Practi- 
cally the whole gathering, excepting the family aild 
the ambassadors and the Sultan's representatives, 
remained standing during the simple but impressive 
ceremonies. Then the procession formed; German 
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aailon carried the bier upon their «houlden, oth^ 
Gennan saUori carried the huge bunches of flowers, 
and aU members of the diplomatic corps and the offi- 
cials of the Turkish Government followed on foot. 

The Grand Vizier led the procession; I walked the 
whole way with Enver. All the officers of the Gotten 
and the Bre^u, and all the German generals, dressed 
in full uniform, followed. It seemed as though the 
whole of Constantinople lined the streets, and the at- 
mosphere had some of the quality of a holiday. We 
walked to the grounds of Dolma Bagtche, the Sultan's 
Palace, passing through the gate which the ambassa- 
dors enter when presenting their credentials. At the 
dock a steam launch lay awaiting our arrival, and 
in this stood Neurath, the German Conseiller, ready 
to receive the body of his dead chi^tain. The 
coffin, aitirely covered with flowers, was placed in 
the boat. As the launch sailed out into the stream 
Neurath, a six-foot Prussian, dressed in his military 
uniform, his helmet a waving mass of white plumes, 
stood erect and silent. Wangenheim was buried in the 
park of the summer embassy at Therapia, by the side 
(^ his comrade Colonel Le^zig. No final resting-place 
would have been more appropriate, for this had been 
the scene of his diplomatic successes, and it was from 
this place that, a little more than two yeara before, he had 
directed by wireless the Goeben and the Brealau, and 
safely brought than into Constantinople, thus making 
it inevitable that Turkey should join forces with Ger- 
many, and paving the way for all the triumphs and all 
the hwrors that have necessarily followed that event. 



D.n.iized by Google 



CHAPTER XXVm 

■NVEB AGAIN UOTES FOR PBACB— FAREWELL TO THB 
StTUAN AND TO TURKEY 

MY failure to atop the destruction of the 
Armenians had made Turlcf^ for me a place 
of horror, and I found intolerable my further 
daily association with men who, however gracious 
and accommodating and good-natured th^ might 
have been to the American Ambassador, were still 
reeking with the blood of nearly a million human 
beings. Could I have done anything more, either for 
Americans, enemy aUens, or the persecuted peoples 
of the empire, I would willingly have stayed. The 
position of Americans and Europeans, however, had 
now become secure and, ao f ar as the subject peoples 
were c<mcemed, I had reached the «id of my resources. 
Moreover, an event was approaching in the Ilnited 
States which, I be^eved, would inevitaUy have the 
greatest influence upon the future of the world and of 
democracy — ^the' presidential campaign. I felt that 
there was nothing so important in international politics 
as the reflection of President Wilson. I could imagine 
no greater calamity, for the United States and the 
world, than that the American nattcm should fail to 
indorse heartily this great statesman. If I could sub- 
stantially assist in Mr. Wilson's reflection, I concluded 
that I could better serve my country at home at this 
juncture. 
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I had another practical reason for returning home, 
and that was to give the President and the State 
Department, by word of mouth, such first-hand in- 
fonnation as I possessed on the European situation. 
It was especially important to give them the latest 
side lights on the subject of peace. In the latter part 
of 1915 and the early part of 1916 this was the upper- 
most topic in Constantinople. Enver Pasha was con- 
stantly asking me to intercede with the President to 
end the war. Several times he intimated that Turkey 
was war-weary and that its salvation depended on get- 
ting an early peace. I have already described the 
conditions that prevailed a few months after the out- 
break of the war, but, by the end of 1915, they were - 
infinitely worse. When Turkey decided on the de- 
portation and massacre of her subject peoples, especially 
/the Armenians and Greeks, she had signed her own 
I economic death warrant. These were the people, as 
I have already said, who controlled her industries and 
her finances and developed her agriculture, and the 
material consequences of this great national crime now 
began to be everywhere apparent. The farms were 
lying uncultivated and daily thousands of peasants 
were dying of starvation. As the Armenians and 
Greeks were the lai^est taxpayers, thdr annihilation 
greatly reduced the state revenues, and the fact that 
practically all Turicish ports were blockaded had shut 
off customs collections. The mere statement that 
Tuikey was barely tiiing in money enough to pay 
the interest on her debt, to say nothing of ordinary 
expenses and war raqienses, gives a fair idea of her 
advimced d^ree of exhaustion. In these facts Tur- 
key had abimdant reasons for desiring a speedy peace. 
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Besides tliis, Enver and the ruling party feared a 
revolution, unless tlie war quickly came to ui end. 
As I wrote the State Department about this time, 
"These men are willing to do almost anything to re- 
tain their power." 

StUI I did not take Enver's importunities for peace 
any too seriously. 

"Are you quaking for yourself and your party in 
this matter," I asked him, "or do you really speak for 
Germany also? I cannot submit a proposition from 
you unless the Germans are back of you. Hare you 
fwnsulted them about thbP" 

"No," Enver replied, "but I know how they feel." 

" That is not sufficient," I answered. " You had better 
communicate with them directly through the German 
Embassy. I would not be willing to submit a proposi^ 
tion that was not indorsed by all the Teutonic Allies." 

Enver thought that it would be almost useless 
to discuss the matter with the German Ambassador. 
He said, however, that he was just leaving for Orsova, 
a town on the Hxmgarian and Rumanian frontier, where 
he was to have a conference with Falkenhayn, at that 
time the German Chief-of-StaS. Falkenhayn, said 
Enver, was the important man; he would take up the 
question of peace with him. 

"Why do you think that it is a good time to dis- 
cuss peam now?" I asked. 

"Because in two weeks we shall have completely 
annihilated Serbia. We think that should put the Allies 
in a frame of mind to discuss peace. My visit to Fal- 
kenhayn is to complete arrangements for the invasion of 
Egypt In a veiy few days we expect Greece to join 
us. We are already preparing tons of provisions and 
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fodder to send to Greece. And when we get Greece, of 
course, Rumania will come in. When the Greeks and 
Rumanians join us, we shall have a million fresh troops. 
We shall get all the guns and ammuniticm we need from 
Germany as soon as the direct railroad is opened. All 
these things make it an excellent time for us to take 
up the matter of peace." 

] I asked the Minister of War to talk the matter over 
with Falkenhfqm at his proposed interview, and report 
to me when he returned. In some way this conver- 
sation came to the ears of the new German Ambassador, 
Graf Wolf-Mettemidi, who immediately caUed to dis- 
cuss the subject. He ^parently wished to impress 
upon me two things: that Germany woiild never sur- 
render Alsace-Lorraine, and that she would insist on the 
return of all her colonies, I replied that it was ap- 
parently useless to discuss peace until England first had 
won some great military victory. 
' "That may be so," replied the Graf, "but you can 
hardly expect that Germany shall let England win such 
a victory merely to put her in a frame of mind to con- 
sider peace. But I think that you are wrong. It 
is a mistake to say that Great Britain has not already 
won great victories. I think that she has several very 
substantial ones to hee credit. Just consider what ^e 
has done. She has established her unquestioned su- 
premacy of the seas and driven off all German com- 
merce. She has not only not lost a foot of her own 
temtory, but she has gained enormous new domains. 
She has annexed Cyprus and Egypt and has con- 
quered all the German colonies. She is in possession 
of a considerable part of Mesopotamia. How absurd 
to say that England has gained nothing by the wart** 
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On December Ist, Enver came to the American 
Embassy and reported the results of his interview with 
Falkenhayn. The German Chief-of-StaS had said 
that Germany would very much like to discuss peace 
but that Germany could not state her terms in ad- 
vance, as such an action would be generally interpreted 
as a sign of weakness. But one thing could be de- 
pended on; the Allies could obtain far more favouraljle 
terms at that moment than at any future time. Enver 
told me that the Germans would be willmg to sur< 
render all the territory they had taken from the I^^ndi 
and practically all of Bel^um. But the one thing on 
which they had definitely settled was the permanent 
dismemberment of Serbia. Not an acre of Macedonia 
would be returned to Serbia and even parts of old 
Serbia would be retained; that is, Serbia would be- 
come a much smaller country than she had been before 
the Balkan wars, and, in fact, she would practically 
disappear as an independent state. The meaning of 
all this was apparent, even then. Germany had won 
the object for which she had really gone to war; a 
complete route from Berlin to Constantinople and the 
East; part, and a good part, of the Fan-German "Mit- 
tel Europa" had thus become an accomplished mili- 
tary fact. Apparently Germany was willing to give 
up the overrun provinces of northern France and Bel- 
giimi, provided that the Entente would consent to her 
retention of these conquests. The proposal which Fal* 
kenhayn made then did not materially differ from that 
which Germany had put forward in the latter part of 
1918. This Enver-PallEenhayn mterview, as reported to 
me, shows that it was no suddenly conceived Germanplan, 
but that it has been Germany's scheme from the first. 
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In an tliis I saw no particular promise of an eaify 
peace. Yet I thought that I should lay these facts be- 
fore the President. I therefore applied to Washington 
for a leave (A absence, vhich was granted. 

I had my farewell interview with Enver and Talaat 
on the thirteenth of January. Both men were in tlieir 
most delightful mood. Evidently both were turning 
over in their minds, as was I, all the momentoua eventa 
that had taken j^aoe in Turkey, and in the world, since 
my first meeting with them two years before. Ihen 
Talaat and Enver were merdy desperate adventurers 
who had readied high position by assassination and 
intrigue; their position was insecure, for at any mo- 
ment another revolution might plunge them into the 
obscurity from which they had sprung. But now 
they were the unquestioned de^mts of the Ottoman 
Empire, the allies of the then strongest mihtary power 
in the world, the conquerors — absurdly oiough they so 
regarded themselves— of the British navy. At this 
moment of their great triumph — the Allied expedition 
to the Dardanelles had evacuated its positions only 
two weeks before — both Talaat and Enver regarded 
their coimtry 'again as a world power. 

"I hear you are going home to spend a lot of money 
and reelect your President," said Talaat — this being a 
jocular reference to the fact that I was the Chairman (rf 
the Finance Committee of the Democratic National 
Committee. "That's very foolish; why don't youatay 
here and give it to Turkey? We need it more than your 
people do." 

"But we hope you are coming back soon," he added, 
in the polite (and insincere) manner of the oriental. You 
and we have really grown up together; you came here 
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about the same time that we took office and we don't 
know how we could ever get so well acquainted with 
another man. We have grown fond of you, too. We 
have had our differences, and pretty lively ones at 
times, but we have always found you fair, and we re- 
spect American policy in Turkey as you have repre- 
sented it. We don't like to see you go, even for a few 
months." 

I expressed my pleasure at these words. 

"It's very nice to hear you talk that way," I an- 
swered. "Smce you flatter me so much, I know that 
you will be willing to promise me certain things. Since 
I have you both here together this is my chance to put 
you on record. Will you treat the people in my charge 
consideratdy, just the same as though I were here?" 

"As to the American missionaries and colleges and 
schools," said Talaat — and Enver assented — "we give 
you an absolute promise. They will not be molested 
in the slightest d^ree, but can go on doing their work 
just the same as before. Your mind can rest easy on 
that score." 

"How about the British and French? " I asked. 

"Oh, well," said Talaat, smiling, "we may have to 
have a little fun with them now and then, but don't 
worry. We'll take good care of them." 

And now for the last time I spoke on the subject 
that had rested so heavily on my mind for many 
months. I feared that another ^peal would be use- 
less, but I decided to make it. 

*' How about the Armenians ? " 

Talaat's geniality dis^peared in an instant. His 
face hardened and the 6re of the beast lighted up his 
eyes once more. 
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"What's the use of speaking about than?" he said, 
waving his hand. "We are through with them. 
That's all over." 

Such was my farewell with Talaat. "That's all 
over" were his last words to me. 

The next day I had my farewell audieaice with the 
Sultan. He was the same gracious, kindly old gentle- 
man that I had first met two years before. He received 
me informally, in civilian European clothes, and asked 
me to sit down with him. We talked for tw^ity min- 
utes, and discussed among other things the pleasant re- 
lations that prevailed between America and Turkey. 
He thanked me for the interest which I had taken in 
his country and hoped that I would soon return. Then 
he took up the question of war and peace. 

"Every monarch naturally desires peace," he said. 
"None of us approves the shedding of blood. But 
there are times when war seems unavoidable. We may 
wish to settle our disputes amicably, but we cannot 
always do it. This seems to be one of them. I told 
the British Ambassador that we did not wish to go to 
war with his country. I tell you the same thing now. 
But Turkey had to d^end her rights. Russia attacked 
us; and naturally we had to defend ourselves. Thus 
the war was not the result of any planning on our part; 
it was an act of Allah — it was fate." 

I expressed the hope that it might soon be over. 

"Yes, we wish peace also," replied His Majesty. 
"But it must be a peace that will guarantee the rights 
of our empire. I am sure that a civilized and flourish- 
ing country like America wants peace, and she (ihould 
exert all her efforts to bring about a peace that 
shall be pennanent." 
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One of the Sultan'i statementa at this interview 
left a lasting impresaion. This was his assertion that 
"Russia attacked ns." That the simple-minded old 
gentleman b^eved this was apparent; it was also clear 
that he knew nothing of the real facts — that Turkish 
warships, under German officers, had plui^ed Turkey 
into the war by bombarding Russian seaports. Instead 
of telling him the truth, the Young Turk leaders had 
foisted upon the Sultan this fiction of Russia as the 
aggressor. The interview showed precisely to what 
extenttheostfflisible ruler of Turkey was acquainted with 
the crucial facts in the government of his own empire. 

In our interview Talaat and Enver had not said 
their final farewells, telling me that they would meet 
me at the station. A few minutes before the train 
started Bedri came up, rather pale-faced imd escited. 
and brought me their apologies. 

"They cannot come," he said, "the Crown Prince 
has just committed suicide." 

I knew the Crown Prince well and I had expected to 
have him as a fellow passenger to Berlin; he had been 
about to make a trip to Germany, tmd his special car was 
attached to this train. I had seen much of Youssouf 
Izzeddin; he had several times invited me to call upon 
him, and we had ^ent many hours talking over the 
United States and American institutions, in which 
subject he had always displayed the keenest interest. 
Many times had he told me that he would Hke to 
introduce certain American governmental ideas in 
Turkey. This morning, when we wctc leaving for 
Berlin, the Crown Prince was foimd lying on the fioor 
in his vUla, bathed in a pool of blood, with his arteries 
cut. Youssouf was the son of Abdul-Aziz, Sultan from 
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1861 to 187dt who. gruesomdly enou^, had ended his 
days by opaung his arteries forty years belore. Hie 
drcumstances surrounding the death of father and son 
were thus precisely the same, llie fact that Youssouf 
was strongly pro-Ally, that he had opposed Turkey's 
participation in the war on Germany's side, and that 
he was extremely antagonistic to the Committee of 
Union and Progress gave rise to many suspicions. I 
know nothing about the stories that now went from 
mouth to mouth, and merely record that the official 
report on the death was that it was a case of "suidde." 

"OnVaauiddil" (they have suicided him 1), remarked 
a witty Frenchman, wheat this verdict was reported. 

lids tragic announcement naturally cast a gloom 
over our party, as our train pulled out of Constan- 
tinople, but the journey proved to be full of interest. 
I was now on the famous Balkanzug, and this was 
only the second trip which it had made to Berlin. 
My room was No. IS; several people came to look at 
it, telling me that, on the outward trip, the train had 
been shot at, and a window of my compartment broken. 

Soon after we started I discovered that Admiral 
Usedom was one of my fellow passengers. TJsedom 
had had a distingubhed career in the navy; among 
other things he had been captain of the HohensoUem, 
the Kaiser's yacht, and thus was upon friendly terms 
with His Majesty. The last time I had seen Usedom 
was on my vistt to the Dardanelles, where he had been 
Inspector General of the Ottoman defenses. As soon 
as we met again, the admiral began to talk about the 
abortive Allied attack. He again made no secret of 
the fears which he had then entertained that this at- 
tack woidd succeed. 
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"Several times," he said, "we thought that they were 
on the vei:ge of getting through. All of ua down there 
were very much distressed uid depressed over the 
pToq>ect. We owed much to the heroism of the Turks 
and their willingness to sacrifice an unlimited number 
of human lives. It ia all over now — that part of our 
task IB finished." 

The Admiral thought that the British landing party 
had been badly prepared, though he spoke admiringly 
of the skill with which the Allies had managed their 
retreat. I also obtained further light on the German 
attitude toward the Armenian massacres. Usedom 
made no attempt to justify them; neither did he blame 
the Turks. He discussed the whole thing cahnly, dis- 
passionately, merely as a military problem, and one 
would never have guessed from his remarks that the 
lives of a million human beings had been involved. 
He simply said that the Armenians were in the way, 
that they were an obstacle to German success, and that 
it had therefore been necessary to remove them, just 
like so much useless lumber. He spoke about them as 
detachedly as one would speak about removing a row 
of houses in order to bombard a city. 

Poor Serbia! As our train sped through her devas- 
tated districts I hsA a picture of what the war had meant 
to this brave little country. In the last two years this 
nation had stood alone, practically unassisted by her 
allies, attempting to stem the rush of Pan-German 
conquest, just as, for several centuries, she had stood as a 
bulwark against the onslaughts of the Turks. And 
she had paid the penalty. Many farms we passed 
were abandoned, overgrown with weeds and neg- 
lected, and the buildings were frequently roofless and 



.lized by Google 



896 AMBASSADOR MOSGENTHAU'S STOBY 

Bometimes razed to the grouiid. Whenever we crossed 
a stream we saw the remains of a dynamited bridge; 
in all cases the Germans had built new ones to replace 
those which had been destroyed. We saw many 
women and children, looking ragged and half starved, 
but significantly we saw very few men, for all had 
dther been killed or they were in the ranks of Serbia's 
stUl existing and valiant little army. All this time 
trains full of German soldiers were passing us or 
standing on the switches at the stations where we 
slowed up, a sufficient explanation for all the wJB&y 
and devastation we saw on our way. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

TON JAGOW, ZQIMERUANN, Ain> OEBHAN-AMERICANS 

OUR train drew into the Berlin station on the 
evening of February 2, 1916. The date is 
worth mentioning, for that marked an import- 
ant crisis in German-American relations. Almost the 
first man I met was my old friend and colleague, 
Ambassador James W. Gerard. Mr. Gerard told me 
that he was packing up and expected to leave Berlin at 
any moment, for he believed that a break between Ger- 
many and the United States was a matter only of days, 
perhaps of hours. At that time Germany and the 
United States were discussing the settlement of the 
Lusitania outrage. The negotiations had reached a 
point where the Imperial Government had expressed 
a willingness to express her regrets, pay an indemnity, 
and promise not to do it again. But the President 
and Mr. Lansing insisted that Germany should declare 
that the sinking of the Luaiiania had been an illegal 
act. This meant that Germany at no time in the future 
could resume submarine warfare without stultifying 
herself and doing something which her own govern- 
ment had denounced as contrary to international law. 
But our government would accept nothing less and 
the two nations were, therefore, at loggerheads. 

"I can do nothing more," said Mr. Gerard. "I want 
to have you talk with Zimmermann and Von Jagow, and 
perhaps you can give them a new point of view." 
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I soon discovered, from my many callers, that Hie 
atmosphere in Berlin was tense and exceedingly anti- 
American. Our country was regarded everywhere as 
practically an ally of the Entente, and I found that the 
most absurd idesa prevailed concerning the closeness 
of our relations with England. Thus it was generaUy 
believed that Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, the British Ambas- 
sador in Washington, met r^ularly with President 
Wilson's Cabinet and was consulted on all our national 
policies. 

At three o'clock Mr. Gerard took me to Von Jagow's 
house and we spent more than an hour there with the 
Foreign Minister. Von Jagow was a small, slight man 
of nervous disposition. He lighted cigarette after cig- 
arette during our interview. He was apparently greatly 
worried over theAmeriean situation. Let us not suppose 
that the German Government r^arded lightly a break 
with the United States. At that time their newsp^>er3 
were ridiculing and insulting us, and making fun of 
the idea that Uncle Sam would go to war. The con- 
trast between these journalistic vapourings and the 
anxiety, even the fear, which this high German official 
displayed, much impressed me. The prospect of having 
our men and our resources thrown on the side of the 
Entente he did not regard indifferently, whatever the 
Berlin press might say. 

"It seems to us a shame that Mr. Lansing should 
insist that we declare the Luaiiania sinking ill^al," 
Von Jagow began. "He is acting like a technical 
lawyer." 

"If you want the real truth," I replied, "I do not 
think that the United States is particular or technical 
about the precise terms that you use. But you must 
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give definite asaurances that you are sony for the act, 
say that you regard it as an improper one, and that it 
will not occur again. Unless you do this, the' United 
States will not be satisfied." 

"We cannot do that," he answered. "Public opin- 
ion in Glermany would not permit it. K we should 
make a declaration such as you outline, the present 
Cabinet would fall." 

"But I thought that you had public opinion here well 
under control?" I answered. "It may take a little 
time but certainly you can change public sentim^it so 
that it would approve such a settlement." 

"As far as the newspapers are concerned," said Von 
Jagow, " that is true. We can absolutdy control them. 
However, that will take some time. The newspapers 
cannot reverse themselvea immediately; they will 
have to do it gradually, taking two or three weeks. • 
We can manage them. But there are members of 
Parliament whom we can't control and they would 
make so much trouble that we would all have to resign." 

"Yet it seems to me," I rejoined, "that you could 
get these members together, explain to them the neces- 
sity of keeping the United States out of the war, and 
that they would be convinced. The trouble is that 
you Germans don't understand conditions in my coun- 
try. You don't think that the United States will 
fight. You don't understand President Wilson; you 
think that he is an idealist and a peace man, and that, 
under no circumstances, will he take up arms. You are 
making the greatest and most costly mistake that any 
nation could make. The President has two sides to 
his nature. Do not foi^t that he has Scotch-Irish 
blood in him. Up to the present you have seen only 
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the Scotch side of him. That makes him vciy cau- 
tious, makes him weigh every movct makes him pati^it 
and long-suffering. But he has also all the fire and 
combativeness of the Irish. Let him once set his jaws 
fuid it takes a crowbar to open them again. If he once 
decides to fight, he will fight with all his soul and to the 
bitter end. You can go just so far with your provoca- 
tions but no farther. You are also greatly deceived 
because certain important members of Congress, per- 
haps evai a member of the Cabinet, have been for 
peace. But there is one man t^o is going to settle 
this matter — that is the President. He will settle it 
as he thinks right and just, irrespective of what other 
people may say or do." 

Von Jagow said that I had given him a new impres- 
sion of the President. But he still had one more reason 
to believe that the United States would not go to war. 

"How about the German-Americans?" he asked. 

"I can tell you all about them," I answered, "be- 
cause I am one of them myself. I was bom in Germany 
and spent the first nine years of my life here. I have 
always loved many things German, such as its music 
and its literature. But my parents left this country 
because they were dissatisfied and unhappy here. 
The United States gave us a friendly reception and a 
home, and made us prosperous and happy. There 
are many millions just like us; there is no business 
opportunity and no social position that is not open to 
us. I do not believe that there is a more contented 
people in the world than the German-Americans." 
I could not reveal to him my own state of mind, as I 
was still ambassador, but I could and did say: 

"Take my own children. Their sympathies all 
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through this war have been with England and her 
allies. My son ia here with me; he tells me' that, 
if the United States goes to war, he will enlist im- 
mediately. Do you suppose, in case we should go to 
war with Germany, that they would side with you? 
The idea is simply preposterous. And the overwhelm- 
ing mass of German-Americans feel precisely the same 
way." 

"But I am told," said Von Jagow, "that there will 
be an insurrection of German-Americans if your 
coimtry makes war on us." 

"Dismiss any such idea from your mind," I replied. 
"The first one who attempts it will be punished so 
promptly and so drastically that such a movement will 
not go far. And I think that the loyal German- 
Americans themselves will be the first to administer 
such punishmsnt." 

"We wish to avoid a rupture with the United 
States," said Von Jagow. "But we must have time 
to change public sentiment here. There are two par- 
ties here, holding diametrically opposed views on sub- 
marine warfare. One believes in pushing it to the limit, 
irrespective of consequences to the United States or 
any other power. The preswit Cabinet takes the 
contrary view; we wish to meet the contentions of your 
President. But the militaristic faction is pulling us 
hard. They will force us out of office if we declare 
the Lusiiania sinking illegal or improper. I think that 
President Wilson should understand this. We are 
working with him, but we must go cautiously. ' I should 
suppose that Mr. Wilson, since he wishes to avoid a 
break, would prefer to have us in power. Why should 
he take a stand that will drive us out of office and put 
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in here men who will make war inevitable between 
Germany and -tbe United States?" 

"Do you wish Washington to understand," I asked, 
"that your tenure of office depends on your not making 
this dedarationP " 

" We certainly do," replied Von Jagow. "I wish that 
you would telegraph Washington to that eflfect. Tell 
the President that, if we are displaced now, we shall be 
succeeded by men who advocate unlimited submarine 
warfare." 

He ^>res3ed himself as amazed at my description 
of President Wilson and his willingness to fight. "We 
regard him," said Von Jagow, "as absolutely a man of 
peace. Nor do we believe that the American people 
will fight. They are far from the scene of action, 
and, what, after all, have they to fight for? Your 
material interests are not affected." 

"But there is one thing that we will fight for," I 
relied, "and that is moral principle. It is quite 
apparent that you do not understand the American 
spirit. You do not realize that we are holding off, not 
because we have no desire to fight, but because we wish 
to be absolutely fair. We first wish to have all the 
evidence in. I admit that we are reluctant to nux in 
foreign disputes, but we shall insist upon our right to 
use the ocean as we see fit and we don't [Mopose to have 
Germany constantly interfering with that right and 
murdering our citizens. The American is still perhaps 
a great powerful youth, but once he gets his mind made 
up that he is going to defend his rights, he will do so 
irrespective of consequences. You seem to think 
that Americans will not fight tor a principle; you ap- 
parently have forgotten that all our wars have been 
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over matters of principle. Take tlie greatest of them all 
—the Civil War, from 1861 to '65.^ We in the North 
fought to emancipate the slaves; that was purely a 
matter of principle; our material interests were not 
involved. And we fought that to the end, although 
we had to Ggiit our own brothers." 

"We don't want to be on bad terms with the United 
States," Von Jagow replied. "There are three nations 
on whom the peace of the world depends — England, 
the United States, and Germany. We three should 
get together, establish peace, and maintain it. I thank 
you for your explanation; I imderstand the situation 
mudi better now. But I still don't see why your Govern- 
ment is so hard on Germany and so easy with En^and." 

I made the usual e^lanation that we regarded our 
problem with each nation as a distinct matter and coidd 
not make our treatment of Germany in any way con- 
ditional on our treatment of England. 

'*'0h, yes," replied Von Jagow, rather plaintively. 
" It reminds me of two boys playing in a yard. One is 
to be punished first and the other is waiting for his 
turn, 'nelson is going to spank the German boy first, 
and, after he gets through, then he proposes to take 
up England." 

"However," he concluded, "I wish you would cable 
the President that you have gone over the matter with 
me and now understand the German point of view. 
Won't you please ask him to do nothing imtil you have 
reached the other aide and explained the whole thing 
personally?" 

I made this promise, and Mr. Gerard and I cabled 
immediately. 

At four-thirty o'clock I had an engagement to take tea 
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with Dr. Alexander and his vife at their home. I had 
been there about fifteen minutes when Zimmeimann was 
announced! He was a different kind of man from Von 
Jagffw. He impressed me as much stronger, mentally 
and physically. He was tidl, even stately in hia 
bearing, masterful in his manner, direct and searching 
in his questions, but extremely pleasing and insinuating. 

Zimmermann, discussing the German-American situ- 
ation, b^an with a statement which I presume he 
thought would be gratifying to me. He told me how 
splendidly the Jews had behaved in Germany during 
the war and how deeply under obligations the Germans 
felt to them. 

"After the war," he said, "they are going to be 
much better treated in Germany than they have been." 

Zimmermann told me that Von Jagow had told him 
about our talk and asked me to repeat part of it. 
He was particidarly interested, he said, in my state- 
ments about the German-Americans, and he wished to 
learn from me himself the facts upon viuch I based 
my conclusions. Like most Germans, he regarded the 
Gennanic elements in our population as almost a part 
of Germany. 

"Are you sure that the mass of German-Americans 
would be loyal to the United States in case of war?" 
he asked. "Aren't their feelings for the Fatherland 
really dominant? " 

"You evidently r^ard those German-Americans as a 
distinct part of the population," I replied, "living 
apart from the rest of the people and having very little 
to do with American life as a whole. You could not 
make a greater mistake. You can pmtihase a few here 
and there, who will make a big noise and shout for 



lized by Google 



AMBASSADOR MOEGENTHATI'S STOEY 405 

Germany, but I am talking about the millions of 
Americans of German ancestry. TQiese people regard 
themselves as Americans and nothing else. The sec- 
ond generation particularly resent being looked upon 
aa Germans. It is practically impossible to make 
tLem talk German; they refuse to speak anything but 
EngUsh. They do not read German newspapers and 
will not go to German schools. They even resent 
going to Lutheran diurches where the language is 
German. We have more than a million German- 
Americans in New York City, but it has been a great 
stru^le to keep alive one German theatre; the reason 
is that these people prefer the theatres where English 
is the language. We have a few German clubs, but 
their membership is very small. The German-Ameri- 
cans prefer to belong to the clubs of general member- 
ship and there is not a single one in New York, even 
the finest, where they are not received upon their 
merits. In the political and social life of New York 
there are few German-Americans who, as such, have 
acquired any prominent position, though there are 
plenty of men of distinguished position who are Ger- 
man in origin. If the United States and Germany go 
to war, you will not only be surprised at the loyalty of 
our German people, but the whole worid will be. 
Another point; if the United States goes in, we shall 
fight to the end, and it will be a very long and a very 
determined struggle." 

After three years I have no reason to be ashamed of 
either of these prophecies. I sometimes wonder what 
Zimmeimann now thinks of my statements. 

After the explanation Zimmermann began to talk 
about Turkey. He seemed interested to find out 
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whether the Turics were likdy to make a 8q>atate 
peace. I bluntly UAd him that the Turks felt them- 
selves to be under no obligations io the Germans. This 
gave me another opportunity. 

"I have learned a good deal about German methods 
in Turkey," I said. *'I think it would be a great mis- 
take to attempt similar tactics in the United States. I 
q>eak of this because there has been a good deal of 
sabotage there already. This in itself is solidifying 
the German-Americans against you and is more than 
anything else driving the United States into the arms of 
England." 

"But the German Government is not responsible," 
said Zimmermann. "We know nothing about it." 

Of course I could not accept that statement on its 
face value — recent developments have shown how men- 
dacious it was — but we passed to other topics. The 
matter of the submarine came up again. 

"We have voltmtarily interned our navy," said 
Zimmermann. " We can do nothing at sea except with 
our submarines. It seems to me that the United 
States is malriTig a serious mistake in so stnmgly oppos- 
ing the submarine. You have a long coast line and 
you may need the U-boat yourself some day. Sup- 
pose one of the European Powers, or particularly 
Japan, should attack you. You could use the sub- 
marine to good purpose then. Besides, if you insist 
on this proposed declaration in the LuaUania matto*, 
you will simply force our government into the hands of 
the Tirpitz party." 

ZimmermanD now returned again to the situation in 
Turkey. His questions showed that he was much dis- 
pleased with the new German Ambassador, Graf Wolf- 
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Mettemich. Mettemich, it seemed, had failed in his 
attempt to win the good will of the ruling powers 
in Turkey and had been a trial to the Gierman Foreign 
Office. Mettemich had shown a different attitude 
toward the Armenians from Wangenheim, and he had 
made sincere attempts with Talaat and Enver to stop 
the massacres. Zimmermann now told me that Metter- 
nich had made a great mistake in doing this and had de- 
stroyed his influraice at Constantinople. Zimmermann 
made no effort to conceal his displeasure over Metter- 
nich's manifestation of a humanitarian spirit. I now saw 
that Wangenheim had really represented the attitude 
of official Berlin, and I thus had confirmation, from the 
highest German authority, of my conviction that Ger- 
many had acquiesced in those deportations. 

In a few days we had taken the steamer at Copen- 
hagen, and, on February 22, 1916, 1 found myself once 
more sailing into New York harbour — and home. 
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